Zechariah - Lesson 6 – Second part of Scroll 7
Zechariah 10:1 – 11:17
In Lesson 5 we studied the part of the seventh scroll which runs from Zechariah 9:1 to 9:17. It covered the judgment that was coming on the enemies of Israel who had rejoiced at their fall at the hands of the Babylonians in 585 BC, and were now doing everything to obstruct their successful return under the Persians in 520 BC. It spoke of the judgment that would come on the Syrians, the Phoenicians, and the Philistines. That destruction came when the Greeks of Alexander the Great invaded and destroyed the Persian Empire. It was promised, however, that the same fate at the hands of the Greeks would not befall Jerusalem. We saw how that was all fulfilled in history.
The scroll then switched from near term prophecy to the First Advent of Christ, and the promise that their king would come “righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” It then switched to the Second Advent of Christ when His rule would “extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.” 
We then dealt at length with the prophecy of verse 13: “I will bend Judah as I bend my bow and fill it with Ephraim.” It required an explanation of how Ephraim is used in scripture as a type of Christ.
We concluded with the LORD’s description of His people which equally describes all of His people as a result of what He did on the Cross and proclaimed: “It is finished!”:

Zechariah 9:16 “The LORD their God will save them on that day as the flock of his people. They will sparkle in his land like jewels in a crown. How attractive and beautiful they will be! Grain will make the young men thrive, and new wine the young women.” 
We can now continue our study in Zechariah:
Zechariah 10:1 Ask the LORD for rain in the springtime; it is the LORD who makes the storm clouds. He gives showers of rain to men, and plants of the field to everyone. 

It is the LORD who controls the weather and the resultant crops. In our day, the godless culture has decided that it is mankind who controls it.
Zechariah 10:2a The idols speak deceit, diviners see visions that lie; they tell dreams that are false, they give comfort in vain. 

Every age has found its own idols and diviners to substitute for the living LORD and His word. The idols of our day are science and technology that has found a way to divorce itself from the intelligent designer whose existence shouts aloud from every facet of science and technology. The diviners of our day are an academic establishment that slap a thin coat of human wisdom over a vast gulf of ignorance and substitute that for the deep power and knowledge of Eternal God.
Zechariah 10:2b Therefore the people wander like sheep oppressed for lack of a shepherd. 

In our day, we see that most people cannot seem to handle life. If the media is at all accurate, all the rich and famous people have to visit their psychiatrists every week just to survive. The younger generation grows up unhappy and malcontented. That shouldn’t surprise us. Many people have neither never been given, nor have accepted the eternal truths the LORD has left in His Word. As a result, their lives are founded on sand, and they have no light to guide them. This state of affairs isn’t new. It also existed during most of the age of Israel.
Zechariah 10:3 “My anger burns against the shepherds, and I will punish the leaders; for the LORD of Hosts 
 will care for his flock, the house of Judah, and make them like a proud horse in battle. 

Who had been the shepherds of Judah? They had been those who were supposed to teach them the Word of God. The leaders had been the Kings and High Priests of Judah. They had been, and would be punished. However, here the LORD returned to the theme of God’s longsuffering mercy which we see in so much of Zechariah. In spite of Judah’s past failures, the Great Shepherd would fulfill His promise to Judah. He himself would see that His ancient promises for their future would not fail. They would win the final battle. Since we the Church are “in Christ,” the Lion of Judah, we are also included in His flock, and are part of the house of Judah and this promise.
Zechariah 10:4a From Judah will come the cornerstone, from him the tent peg, from him the battle bow, 
What is one of the reasons that the LORD is so careful of His promises to Judah? It is because from Judah would come the Messiah who is also called the cornerstone:
Isaiah 28:16 “So this is what the Sovereign LORD says: ‘See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed.’”

Psalm 118:22-23 “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.”

The Messiah who would come from Judah was also portrayed by a tent peg. In Judges 4:21, the woman Jael drove a tent peg which was struck through the head of Sisera, the adversary of Israel. It was an image portraying the crushing of the serpent’s skull promised in Genesis 3. Judah provided the woman (the virgin Mary) who put the peg in place.
The Messiah was also portrayed as the peg on which all the glory of his family would hang:

Isaiah 22:22-24 “I will place on his (the Messiah’s) shoulder the key to the house of David; what he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. I will drive him like a peg into a firm place; he will be a seat of honor for the house of his father. All the glory of his family will hang on him: its offspring and offshoots--all its lesser vessels, from the bowls to all the jars.”
And of course, as we studied in the last lesson in Zechariah 9:13, Judah is described as “the battle bow” which will launch the LORD’s arrow, the Messiah.
Zechariah 10:4b from him every ruler the coming out of every oppressor.
 

I believe that this is the literal translation. One possibility is that the “oppressor” (נָגַשׂ - {nä·gas'}) refers to the promise just given in Zechariah 9:8b “Not again will an oppressor (also נָגַשׂ - {nä·gas'}) overrun my people, for now I am keeping watch.” Who will accomplish this? The LORD, the king who will one day enter Jerusalem on the foal of a donkey as describe in Zechariah 9:9. A second possibility is that this refers to the “casting out” of all oppression in the Millennium. Then Jesus Christ the Messiah will cast Satan and his demons off of the earth and their oppression shall cease.
Zechariah 10:5 Together they will be like mighty men trampling the muddy streets in battle. Because the LORD is with them, they will fight and overthrow the horsemen. 

The “they” here is the armies of Judah and the LORD. This is speaking of the great victorious battle during the end of the Great Tribulation. It is often called the “Battle of Armageddon.”
Zechariah 10:6a “I will strengthen the house of Judah and save the house of Joseph. 

The “house of Joseph” is another name for the northern Tribes which made up the Northern Kingdom after Israel split after the reign of Solomon. When the Assyrians exiled the chief families and men of them two hundred years before in 721 BC and brought in large numbers of exiles from the lands of Persia, they disappeared as an identifiable group. However, at the end of the Millennium, the descendants of those of them who have believed in Christ will be gathered into the Lord even as the believers from the rest of mankind.
Zechariah 10:6b I will restore them because I have compassion on them. They will be as though I had not rejected them, for I am the LORD their God and I will answer them. 

They will be accepted on the same basis as everyone else who is accepted. That basis is faith in the LORD and the work of His Messiah.
Zechariah 10:7 The Ephraimites will become like mighty men, and their hearts will be glad as with wine. Their children will see it and be joyful; their hearts will rejoice in the LORD. 

The Ephraimites is another name for the “house of Joseph” or the Northern Kingdom. Being joyful in the LORD will be the result of their faith, not the cause.
Zechariah 10:8 I will signal for them and gather them in. Surely, I will redeem them; they will be as numerous as before.
Those who believe from the Northern Tribes will be as numerous as before, which was actually only three or four million people.
Zechariah 10:9 Though I scatter them among the peoples, yet in distant lands they will remember me. They and their children will survive, and they will return. 

Today they are scattered and many of them are unknown, even to themselves. By Zechariah’s time many had been scattered for two hundred years and had lost their identity as Israelites.
Zechariah 10:10 I will bring them back from Egypt and gather them from Assyria. I will bring them to Gilead and Lebanon, and there will not be room enough for them.
The believers from among their descendants will be so numerous that there won’t be room in the physical land of Israel. Instead the LORD will construct a “Jerusalem” of immeasurable size. That New Jerusalem may be a metaphor for the whole universe:
Revelation 21:16 “The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length,
 and as wide and high as it is long.
Zechariah 10:11a They will pass through the sea of trouble; the surging sea will be subdued, and all the depths of the Nile will dry up.
 

I think the “sea of trouble” here is a metaphor for the troubles of the Tribulation.
Zechariah 10:11b Assyria’s pride will be brought down, and Egypt’s scepter will pass away. 
The world powers that dominated the world of the Northern Kingdom at its demise will be no more. Yet the Israel that is founded in the LORD will survive.
Zechariah 10:12 I will strengthen them in the LORD and in his name, they will walk,” declares the LORD.

They will be able to stand, not on their own deeds, but on what the LORD will have done (the life of Christ and the Cross). Here, as happens so often in Old Testament prophecy, the focus seems to change to another time, the time of the Lord’s First Advent.
Zechariah 11:1-2 Open your doors, O Lebanon, so that fire may devour your cedars! Wail, O pine tree, for the cedar has fallen; the stately trees are ruined! Wail, oaks of Bashan; the dense forest has been cut down! 
The oaks of Bashan, and the trees of Lebanon are figures of the arrogance and pride of Satan and his system:
Isaiah 2:11-14 “The eyes of the arrogant man will be humbled, and the pride of men brought low; the LORD alone will be exalted in that day. The LORD of Hosts has a day in store for all the proud and lofty, for all that is exalted (and they will be humbled), for all the cedars of Lebanon, tall and lofty, and all the oaks of Bashan, for all the towering mountains and all the high hills.” 

Ezekiel 31:3,7-8a “Consider Assyria, once a cedar in Lebanon, with beautiful branches overshadowing the forest; it towered on high, its top above the thick foliage. -- It was majestic in beauty, with its spreading boughs, for its roots went down to abundant waters. The cedars in the garden of God could not rival it.

This verse seems to speak of Satan’s defeat at the Cross which would spell the ruin of all his plans.
Zechariah 11:3a Listen to the wail of the shepherds; their rich pastures are destroyed! 
This spoke of the false shepherds of Israel at the time Christ came. They were immensely wealthy, but in forty years everything in Judea and Jerusalem was destroyed. They had made themselves rich at the expense of fulfilling their duty of teaching the truth.

Zechariah 11:3b Listen to the roar of the lions; the lush thicket of the Jordan is ruined! 
The lions lived in the thicket along the Jordan (Ezekiel 49:14, 50:44). Satan is sometimes compared to a lion (Psalms 10:9. 17:12, 22:13, 35:17, 91:11-13, 1 Peter 5:8)
Zechariah 11:4-5a This is what the LORD my God says: “Pasture the flock marked for slaughter. Their buyers slaughter them and go unpunished. 
Here is an interesting phrase. Since Zechariah 9:1, it had been the LORD himself speaking. Yet here, the LORD refers to “the LORD my God.” This can only refer to the Son speaking of the Father. When was the flock (Judah) marked for slaughter? When they rejected the Lord and crucified Him. Who slaughtered them? The Romans in 70 AD. Was the Roman Empire punished? No, unlike the Babylonians and Assyrians who were destroyed after being used as the instrument to punish Israel, Rome flourished. Instead, Rome actually became one of the vehicles which the LORD used to spread the Gospel.
Zechariah 11:5b Those who sell them say, ‘Praise the LORD, I am rich!’ Their own shepherds do not spare them. 
Who were their sellers? The Sadducees and Pharisees who should have been teaching them the truth, but instead crucified Jesus because they thought He endangered their position and wealth. 
Zechariah 11:6 For I will no longer have pity on the people of the land,” declares the LORD. “I will hand everyone over to his neighbor and his king. They will oppress the land, and I will not rescue them from their hands.” 
As opposed to the way the LORD would rescue the people of Judah at the time of Alexander, the LORD would not rescue the Jews from the Romans in 70 AD. Millions would die.
Zechariah 11:7 So I (Zechariah) pastured the flock marked for slaughter, particularly the oppressed of the flock. Then I took two staffs and called one Favor and the other Union, and I pastured the flock. 
Here, Zechariah had been instructed either in a vision, or in reality to prophetically act out the part of Israel’s good shepherd Jesus Christ.
 In this verse the “I” is Zechariah as he recorded what he did in that role.
 First, he took up the equipment of a wise shepherd. The equipment was two shepherd’s staffs. They were called “favor” and “union.” The Hebrew word translated “favor” is נֹעַם {nō'·am}. It is the word which also appears in Psalms 90:17 “May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; establish the work of our hands for us-- yes, establish the work of our hands.” The sense in both places is the same. This speaks of the fact that the good shepherd had guided Israel (the staff spoke of guidance) in the light of the fact that they were under the LORD’s “favor.” The Hebrew word translated “union” is the Hebrew word חָבַל {khä·val'} which means “union” or “binding.” This spoke of the fact that the original plan of the good shepherd was to guide a Judah and Israel which would be united (union).
Zechariah 11:8a In one month I got rid of the three shepherds. 
According to Josephus, in 70 AD, when the LORD’s judgment was about to fall on Judah, three High Priests were all killed within a short period, probably 30 days.
Zechariah 11:8b-9a The flock detested me, and I grew weary of them and said, “I will not be your shepherd.
After forty years of the ministry of James, Peter, John, and Paul, the unbelieving Jews of Christ’s day had become more and more hostile. They murdered James, the Lord’s half brother. They had tried to execute Peter and did execute James (John’s brother). They had an ongoing plot to murder Paul.

Zechariah 11:9b Let the dying die, and the perishing perish. Let those who are left eat one another’s flesh.” 
The Lord abandoned that generation of Jews to their free will choice. It is recorded by Josephus that in the siege of Jerusalem in 70 AD the Jews resorted to cannibalism.
Zechariah 11:10 Then I took my staff called Favor and broke it, revoking the covenant I had made with all the nations. 
The favor of the LORD for Judah was broken on a particular day. The covenant with the nations (the Gentiles) seems to have been that the LORD wouldn’t let them destroy Israel.
Zechariah 11:11 It was revoked on that day, and so the afflicted of the flock who were watching me knew it was the word of the LORD.
What was the day? Who were the afflicted of the flock?
Zechariah 11:12 I told them, “If you think it best, give me my pay; but if not, keep it.” So they paid me thirty pieces of silver.
The day the staff of Favor was broken and the covenant with the nations was revoked was the day in which they bought the LORD for thirty pieces of silver:

Matthew 26:14 “Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the high priests and asked, ‘What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?’ So they counted out for him thirty silver coins.”
Zechariah 11:13 And the LORD said to me, “Throw it to the potter” -- the handsome price at which they priced me! So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD to the potter. 
The meaning of this image was fulfilled in Matthew 27:3-7 “When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the high priests and the elders. ‘I have sinned,’ he said, ‘for I have betrayed innocent blood.’ ‘What is that to us?’ they replied. ‘That’s your responsibility.’ So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. The high priests picked up the coins and said, ‘It is against the law to put this into the treasury, since it is blood money.’ So they decided to use the money to buy the potter’s field as a burial place for foreigners.”
I expect, the afflicted of the flock (verse 11) were the disciples of the LORD. The sign of the revocation was the tearing of the curtain of the Holy of Holies in two to reveal an empty room. The LORD’s presence there had been the sign of the LORD’s favor.
Zechariah 11:14 Then I broke my second staff called Union, breaking the brotherhood between Judah and Israel. 
Judah and Israel (the Northern Kingdom) will not be joined again until the Millennium. That eventual joining was promised above in Zechariah 10:6-7.
Zechariah 11:15 Then the LORD said to me, “Take again the equipment of a foolish shepherd.
Again, Zechariah was to serve as the symbol of the shepherd. Only here, instead of the two shepherd’s staffs of favor and union, he took up foolishness.
Zechariah 11:16 For I am going to raise up a shepherd over the land who will not care for the lost, or seek the young, or heal the injured, or feed the healthy, but will eat the meat of the choice sheep, tearing off their hoofs. 
The leaders of Judah after the death of Christ, through their greed and lust for power, led them relentlessly into the disaster which destroyed the Jewish nation and nearly a third of all the Jews living at that time.
Zechariah 11:17 “Woe to the worthless shepherd, who deserts the flock! May the sword strike his arm and his right eye! May his arm be completely withered, his right eye totally blinded!”
Jesus described the leaders of Israel in similar terms. The “arm” of the worthless shepherd spoke of his power, which was destroyed, His eye spoke of his “wisdom” which was blinded. It might be argued that it was the “sword” of the Roman legions that accomplished this destruction. However, it is always important to remember, that prophetically, the “sword” often speaks of the Cross and it is the Cross that carries the real power. The following verses help establish the fact that the sword is figuratively a symbol of the Cross:

Luke 2:34-25 “Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

Zechariah 13:7 “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the man who is close to me!” declares the LORD of Hosts. “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered, and I will turn my hand against hand against the little ones.” 

Isaiah 27:1 “In that day, the LORD will punish with his sword, his fierce, great and powerful sword, Leviathan the gliding serpent, Leviathan the coiling serpent; he will slay the monster of the sea.”
I believe that is the symbolic meaning of the sword here. It is the really the Cross which will bring the power of the foolish shepherd to nothing.
� The Hebrew words here are יְהוָה צְבָאוֹת {yeh·ho·vä' tsä·vot'} which literally means LORD of the Hosts. The Hosts usually refers to the LORD’s Angelic armies. For some reason, the NIV has chosen to translate it as the “LORD Almighty.” I have replaced that translation throughout this lesson. That agrees with the translation of the NAS, ASV, NRSV, and the KJV.


� This is quoted in 1 Peter 2:6, and Romans 9:33, as speaking of Christ.


� Jesus quoted verses 22 and 23 in the Temple as speaking of Him (Matthew 21:42-44) 


� The Hebrew phase here is יֵצֵא כָל־נֹוגֵשׂ יַחְדָּֽו. The first word (reading backward) is the Hebrew verb יֵצֵא {yah tsah} in the Qal, imperfect, masculine singular which means “he went out” or “he will come out.” The second word is the Hebrew noun modifier כָל {cal} which means “all, everyone, everything.” The third word is the Hebrew verb נֹוגֵשׂ {nä·gas'} in the Qal participal which means “oppressing.” The fourth word is the Hebrew word יַחְדָּֽו {yakh'·ad} which means “together; altogether; at the same time.” The combined translation is “everyone oppressing will come out at the same time” or as I have it “the coming out of every oppressor.”


� 12,000 stadia are equivalent to 1,377 miles. Just the width and length on the ground would make an area of 1,896,880 square miles, which is about 1.3% of the land area of the earth, and that is just the ground floor. That is almost as large as all the urban areas in the world today. According to Wikipedia, 1.5% of the land area of the world can be classified as urban areas. Just the ground floor of this city would nearly hold every city on earth today, but it is also 1,377 miles high and extend into space. I don’t think we are to take the vision literally. However, the image sends the message that God’s Heaven will be big enough by far to hold everyone who has ever lived.


� See Isaiah 19:5.


� Psalm 68:15-16 “The mountains of Bashan are majestic mountains; rugged are the mountains of Bashan. Why gaze in envy, O rugged mountains, at the mountain where God chooses to reign, where the LORD himself will dwell forever?” Also see Ezekiel 39:18, Amos 4:1, Zechariah 11:2.


� John 10:11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”


� This sort of role playing in a vision or reality is not unusual. In Ezekiel 4, for example Ezekiel was to act out the part of the LORD in judging the sins of first Israel, and then Judah.
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