 Zechariah - Lesson 2 – Part of the second scroll - Zechariah 3:1 – 4:14
In Lesson 1 we introduced the prophet Zechariah as one of the two prophets (the other was Haggai) who had gone to Jerusalem in about 520 BC to encourage Zerubbabel, the Persian appointed Jewish Governor of Judah and Joshua the High Priest in the reconstruction of the Temple which had languished for 19 years. We then studied the first short prophetic scroll of the Book of Zechariah. We also began the second which covers Zechariah 1:7 through 6:15.

The second scroll contained Zechariah’s account of a vision the LORD gave him. That vision covered the whole history of Israel from the time of the Babylonian exile to the Second Advent of Christ. That history was presented symbolically. We concluded with the vision of the four horns which stood for the four nations that would scatter Israel. We saw that they were the same as the four beasts of Daniel. They stood for Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome. Then we saw the four carpenters who would destroy the four horns. The four carpenters were representations of the four aspects of Christ, that were also represented by the four living things in Ezekiel and Revelation. The four aspects of Christ are His Deity (presented in the Gospel of John), His humanity (presented in the Gospel of Luke), His Kingship (presented in the Gospel of Matthew), and His servanthood (presented in the Gospel of Mark). The passage at the end of our lesson clearly looked forward to the Second Advent of Christ:
Zechariah 2:10-11 “‘Shout and be glad, O Daughter of Zion. For I am coming, and I will live among you,’ declares the LORD. ‘Many nations will be joined with the LORD in that day and will become my people. I will live among you and you will know that the LORD of Hosts has sent me to you.?’”
The vision continued with a vision of the future destiny of Israel, also told in symbols. The men that appeared in the vision, although images of real men that Zechariah knew, were symbols of things to come:
Zechariah 3:1 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan 
 standing at his right side to accuse oppose 
 him. 

The first man who appeared as a symbol in Zechariah’s vision was Joshua the High Priest. He had accompanied Zerubbabel back from the exile. What, or who, did he stand for? That is not too difficult to interpret. His name, Joshua (written in Hebrew), was the same name as Jesus (written in Greek). The name means “savior.” The Joshua in Zechariah was one of the two Joshuas in scripture who was a strong type of their namesake Jesus. The other Joshua was the one who led Israel into the land and conquered it. This Joshua was shown in the vision as being opposed by Satan.
Zechariah 3:2a The LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, Satan! 
The first mention of “LORD” here probably referred to “the angel of the LORD,” who most have understood to refer to the 2nd Person of the Trinity. The second mention of “LORD” probably referred to the Father. Notice that, as in the last lesson, at least a dual personality of the LORD is indicated here.
Zechariah 3:2a The LORD, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! 
The rebuke of Satan is encompassed by the person and work of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the one who fully presents the full true nature of the LORD. He is not just omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent. Those qualities are what Satan envies in God and wants to become. However, the LORD is also love, mercy, righteousness, and grace. Satan despises those things and can’t believe that the LORD is those things. The verse said that the LORD had “chosen Jerusalem.” Jerusalem was the place that the LORD had chosen for those latter characteristics of His to be undeniably demonstrated for all eternity by His death on the Cross. 
The Cross rebukes Satan and finds him guilty. He has rejected the glorious, loving, and merciful God who alone is worthy “to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”
 Satan is thus found to be without excuse in his rejection of the LORD. His final rebuke will be when he is cast from the presence of the LORD forever. That rebuke is called “the Lake of Fire.”

Zechariah 3:2b Is not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?” 

The burning stick snatched from the fire is a figure of “the Branch” Jesus (Joshua) Christ who has taken on our sins and our burning and yet has been raised again. He was justified by God and we were justified in Him. The fact that this Joshua is a figure of Jesus Christ is firmly established by Zechariah 6:11-13 where he is depicted as the King-Priest who will build the Temple of the LORD.
Zechariah 3:3 Now Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he stood before the angel.
The filthy clothes that Joshua wore symbolized the sins of the world that Jesus took on Himself. 2 Corinthians 5:21 “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”
Zechariah 3:4 The angel said to those who were standing before him, “Take off his filthy clothes.” Then he said to Joshua, “See, I have taken away your sin, and I will put rich garments on you.” 

Yet, because Jesus Christ was righteous, He was qualified to pay for the sins of the world and redeem the whole human race, including Himself.

Zechariah 3:5 Then I said, “Put a clean turban diadem of purity on his head.” So they put a clean turban diadem of purity on his head and clothed him, while the angel of the LORD stood by. 

There are two words here that have been translated together “clean turban.” The second word which is translated “turban” is the word צָנִיף {tsä·nēf'} which derives from the Hebrew word which means “to wind around.” However, the word here appears three other times in scripture. Two of the times it is translated “diadem.” In Isaiah 62:3 this word is compared to the “crown” of glory. I believe “diadem” or “crown” should be the meaning here. The adjective defining the diadem here is טָהוֹר {tä·hore'}, which according to the Hebrew-English Lexicon of the Old Testament means: “clean, pure, flawless, free from impurity; moral or ceremonial purity as a figurative extension of an object being free from defect or filth.” Considering that this Joshua is a figure of Christ, there is no doubt in my mind that the proper translation should be “a diadem of purity.”
Zechariah 3:6-7 The angel of the LORD gave this charge to Joshua: “This is what the LORD of Hosts 
 says: ‘If you will walk in my ways and keep my requirements, then you will govern my house and have charge of my courts, and I will give you a place among these standing here. 

Only the “Joshua” who was Jesus Christ would ever keep God’s requirements. The promise to be in charge of God’s house was also promised only to the “Son of David” who would reign forever. He would be both High Priest and King.
1 Chronicles 17:11-14 “When your days are over and you go to be with your fathers,
 I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, one of your own descendants, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for me,
 and I will establish his throne forever. I will be his father, and he will be my son.
 I will never take my love away from him, as I took it away from your predecessor. I will set him over my house 
 and my kingdom forever; his throne will be established forever.”
Zechariah 3:8 “‘Listen, O high priest Joshua and your associates seated before you, who are men symbolic of things to come: I am going to bring my servant, the Branch. 

Both Zerubbabel and Mordecai were among those “associates” of Joshua (Nehemiah 7:7).

Nehemiah 7:6 “These are the people of the province who came up from the captivity of the exiles whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had taken captive (they returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his own town, in company with Zerubbabel, Jeshua (Joshua), Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai,  Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum and Baanah.”
Both Zerubbabel and Mordecai were “symbolic of things to come.” Both were used as symbols of Christ’s coming. The Mordecai spoken of here is the Mordecai who was the great great uncle of Esther. This is attested by Josephus:

Antiquities of the Jews, BOOK XI, Chapter 3, Paragraph 10, by Flavius Josephus. “And the governors of all this multitude thus numbered were Zorobabel (Zerubbabel), the son of Salathiel, of the posterity of David, and of the tribe of Judah; and Jeshua, the son of Josedek the high priest; and besides these there were Mordecai and Serebeus, who were distinguished from the multitude, and were rulers.

How did Mordecai get back to the Persian capital of Susa where he is later found over thirty years later as the retired ambassador of the province of Judah to Persia? Again, it is Josephus who gives us the answer when he quotes a passage from a letter sent by Darius to the enemies of the Jews, the Samaritans:

Antiquities of the Jews, BOOK XI, Chapter 4, Paragraph 9, by Flavius Josephus. “King Darius to Tanganas and Sambabas, the governors of the Samaritans, to Sadraces and Bobelo, and the rest of their fellow servants that are in Samaria: Zorobabel (Zerubbabel), Ananias, and Mordecai, the ambassadors of the Jews, complain of you, that you obstruct them in the building of the temple, and do not supply them with the expenses which I commanded you to do for the offering their sacrifices.

Evidently, Mordecai never returned to Judah after his embassage back to the Persian court. He remained there to represent the interests of the Jews. 

Zechariah 3:9 See, the stone I have set in front of Joshua! There are seven eyes on that one stone, and I will engrave an inscription on it,’ says the LORD of Hosts, ‘and I will remove the sin of this land world 
 in a single day. 

Remember that Joshua is symbolic of his namesake, Jesus Christ. In this context, what is the meaning of the stone. I think Jesus makes clear the image of the stone in Matthew: 
Matthew 21:42-44 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone cornerstone;
 the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. He who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed.”

The stone in front of Joshua also symbolized Jesus Christ who was the Word of God (the inscription). Through the combination of Jesus Christ, the High Priest and Jesus Christ, the cornerstone, the sin of this world would be removed (atoned for) in a single day.
 The meaning of the seven eyes is made clear in Revelation 5:6 “Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures things and the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.” 
In Revelation, the seven spirits refer to the fullness or completeness (the number seven) of God’s wisdom which is revealed by His Spirit through the Word. The meaning is the same in Zechariah 3:9.
What was the inscription written on the stone in front of Joshua? Perhaps Revelation gives us the insight:
Revelation 2:17 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it.”

Revelation 3:12 “Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new name.”
What day was the vision symbolizing on which the sin of the land would be removed in a single day?

It was the same day that the LORD talked about in Isaiah:

Isaiah 25:7-8 “On this mountain (Mount Zion) he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the disgrace of his people from all the earth.”
Zechariah 3:10 “‘In that day each of you will invite his neighbor to sit under his vine and fig tree,’ declares the LORD of Hosts.”

This is not speaking of agricultural blessing or prosperity. That would be a little thing. “Vines and fig trees” are speaking of the spiritual blessing of sharing the identity and destiny of the savior, Jesus Christ. In that day, the true Jews would invite their neighbor (the Gentiles) to be joined into their spiritual identity in the LORD and grafted in. 

John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”

Zechariah 4:1 Then the angel who talked with me 
 returned and wakened me, as a man is wakened from his sleep. 

Evidently, Zechariah had seen the previous vision of the stone, as a vision within a vision. The vision he had just been shown was not a part of the vision with the horses. He awakened to a new vision.
Zechariah 4:2 He asked me, “What do you see?” I answered, “I see a solid gold lampstand with a bowl at the top and seven lights on it, with seven channels to the lights. 

The seven lights on the lampstand symbolized the Church. The Church was to present the gospel of Christ (shed the light) after His coming First Advent as described in Revelation:

Revelation 1:20b “The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lamps is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lamps are the seven churches.
 This lampstand clearly varied from the one specified for the Tabernacle in that it received its oil from on central source (the bowl). The lampstand with the seven lamps on it are not described here as looking like an almond.
Zechariah 4:3 Also there are two olive trees by it, one on the right of the bowl and the other on its left.” 

The olive trees are Moses and Elijah who will present the Gospel in the Tribulation. Olive oil was what was burned in the lamps which lit toward the world in the Tabernacle and Temple. It was also the base for the sacred anointing oil (Exodus 35:28).
Again, we go to Revelation to find out what these represent. 

Revelation 11:1-4 “I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, ‘Go and measure the temple of God 
 and the altar and count the worshipers there. But exclude the outer court;
 do not measure it, because it has been given to the Gentiles. They will trample on the holy city for 42 months. And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.’ These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth.”

Although they are only described as Olive trees in Zechariah, in Revelation they are also described as lamps because during the first half of the Tribulation when the seven lamps of the Church have been removed they will take up the function of witnesses of the Word. The two witnesses in my opinion are undoubtedly Moses and Elijah, but that is the subject of another long lesson.
Zechariah 4:4-5 I asked the angel who talked with me, “What are these, my lord?” He answered, “Do you not know what these are?” “No, my lord,” I replied. 

Temporarily, the angel didn’t answer this question. Instead of answering the question, he gave the Word of the LORD.
Zechariah 4:6a So he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel:
 
The word “this” here is the masculine singular “this” זֶה which is clearly not speaking of the masculine plural “these” אֵלֶּה {elah} which referred to the two trees. It as is if the angel wanted to explain the meaning of all the scenes in the vision before he explained the part that concerned the two olive trees (which is a feminine word). Also, remember, “the Word of the LORD” is another name for Jesus Christ.

Also, we must remember that Jesus Christ was the son of Zerubbabel in the same way he was the son of David.  He was the true temple who would be built. Interestingly enough Zerubbabel who was born in Babylon, through whom the seed of the woman would come as was promised in Genesis 3, had a name that meant “the seed out of Babylon.” The promised seed would be the Word of the LORD.
John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
Zechariah 4:6b ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD of Hosts. 

This was the almost incomprehensible mystery of the plan of God. Jesus, who was the omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent God, the second person of the Trinity, would not conquer by the might and power of God, but having laid aside his own power He accomplished His mission by faithful dependence of the power of the Spirit of wisdom.
 This is explained in both the New Testament and Old Testament.
Philippians 2:5-8 “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!”

Isaiah 42:1-4 “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout or cry out or raise his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.
 In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;
 he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their hope.”
Zechariah 4:7a “What are you, O mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become level ground.
Remember, Zerubbabel is shorthand for his son (descendant) Jesus Christ. This referred to the prophecy about Christ in Isaiah 49:11 “I will turn all my mountains into roads, and my highways will be raised up.”
Zechariah 4:7b Then he will bring out the capstone to shouts of ‘God bless it! God bless it! Grace, Grace, from it!’”
 

Jesus Christ is the stone, and the capstone - Psalms 118:22-23 “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone cornerstone; the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.” Isaiah 28:16 “So this is what the Sovereign LORD says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed.”
Zechariah 4:8-9 Then the word of the LORD came to me: “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this temple; his hands will also complete it. Then you will know that the LORD of Hosts has sent me to you. 

As historical Zerubbabel laid the foundation of the stone shadow Temple and completed it, so also, Jesus Christ would complete the real spiritual Temple and raise it up in three days. John makes this clear:
John 2:19-22 “Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.’ The Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?’ But the temple he had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.
It is also worth noting the connections between the two Temples and the Life of Christ. If you compare 1 Kings 6:1, 1 Kings 6:37-38, and 1 Kings 11:42-43 you will find that the glory of Solomon’s Temple was destroyed in its 34th year never to be regained. The Temple of Jesus Christ’s body was also destroyed in its 34th year, but it was raised in greater glory in three days. Also, by comparing Ezra 6:15 with Haggai, the Temple of Zerubbabel was completed in exactly three years, six months, and 7 days after the beginning of its construction (The foundation had been laid some seventeen years before). Coincidentally (or not) this was the exact length of time of Jesus’ ministry from His baptism on the Day of Atonement in 26 AD to His resurrection on the Feast of the Firstfruits in 30 AD.
Zechariah 4:10a “Who despises the day of small things? Men will rejoice when they see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. 
The plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel refers the righteous life of Jesus Christ, Zerubbabel’s descendant. The LORD spoke of this in Isaiah:

Isaiah 28:16-17 “So this is what the Sovereign LORD says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed. I will make justice the measuring line and righteousness the plumb line” 
It is no coincidence that that Jesus Christ was born the day of the year that Zerubbabel completed the Temple.
Zechariah 4:10b “(These seven are the eyes of the LORD, which range throughout the earth.)” 

Now the angel explains the seven eyes. We looked at that meaning earlier in Zechariah 3:9.
Zechariah 4:11 Then I asked the angel, “What are these two olive trees on the right and the left of the lampstand?” 
Here, Zechariah repeated his question from verse 4, which had not been answered.
Zechariah 4:12 Again I asked him, “What are these two olive trees 
 beside the two gold pipes that pour out golden oil?” 
For the third time the question is asked, but here is a detail hitherto undisclosed in either the description of the vision or the previous questions. There are two gold pipes that channel the golden oil from the two trees. Since gold usually stands for God, the two gold pipes probably stand for the ministry of the Holy Spirit in making the message of the witnesses clear. In the prophecy of the two olive trees in Revelation 11:4, there are two lamp stands. Perhaps the two gold pipes are the channel for the golden oil for the lamp stands. Olive oil is golden in color.
Zechariah 4:13 He replied, “Do you not know what these are?” “No, my lord,” I said. 

The angel seemed surprised that this information is not known by Zechariah.
Zechariah 4:14 So he said, “These are the two who are anointed to serve the Lord of all the earth.”

These two are the two witnesses of Revelation 11:3-13. Everything indicates they are both witnesses from the people of Israel, raised up to preach the W ord during the Tribulation, and that they are Moses and Elijah.
� The Hebrew is שָׂטָן {sä·tän'} which means “adversary.”


� The word here is the verb form of שָׂטָן {sä·tän'} or Satan. His name denotes what he does. It can be understood as “adversary” or “accuser.” Here, I prefer the adversarial understanding of the word and have translated it as “opposed.”


� Revelation 5:12


� Revelation 20:10, 14


� The Hebrew words here are יְהוָה צְבָאוֹת {yeh·ho·vä' tsä·vot'} which literally means LORD of the Hosts. The Hosts usually refers to the LORD’s Angelic armies. For some reason, the NIV has chosen to translate it as the “LORD Almighty.” I have replaced that translation throughout this lesson. That agrees with the translation of the NAS, ASV, NRSV, and the KJV.


� This is clearly not Solomon, who was appointed King by David before David was even dead.


� According to Zechariah 6:12 “the Branch” was the one who would build the Temple of the Lord. This was written over 500 years after the death of Solomon.


� This is quoted in Hebrews 1:5b and is said there to refer to Jesus Christ.


� Only a High Priest could rule over the Temple of God.


� The Hebrew word here is 6r<a&, {eretz) which can mean land, world, or earth. Considering the mission of Christ in the rest of scripture, I think that “world” is the proper interpretation: John 3:17 “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world   through him.”


� In both the Greek here and the Hebrew from which this is quoted this is literally the “head of the corner” or the “cornerstone.” The cornerstone was the stone on which the two walls which were built out of it depended for stability. A capstone is usually the top stone on a wall or building. The difference is critical. 


� Psalms 118:22


� Daniel 2:31-45


� Zechariah 1:7. The angel that had brought him the word of the LORD. Possibly the angel of the LORD.


� Remember that in the vision John is in heaven. The Temple of God represents the person of Jesus Christ and those who are in Him are the worshippers. Clearly, this instruction is there for symbolic purposes, as John does not then go to a physical Temple. Furthermore, in verse 19, it states the God’s Temple at that time is in Heaven.


� The outer court is Jerusalem, where the Temple will be when Christ is come to earth.


� Like Joshua, Zerubbabel, his associate was symbolic of things to come (Zechariah 3:8). 


� Example: Luke 4:14 “Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside.”


� In other words, he will not come at first in power and destruction, but in weakness and humility.


� Christ’s victory will be won by His own faithfulness not by his power.


� Another translation is “Grace, Grace, from it!” This is the translation of all the other translations (although they choose to use “to it.” “From it” is equally correct, and fits the situation better).


� The Hebrew word all three places in this chapter (verses 3, 11, and 12) is the same word tyIz‡" in the plural. The NIV has it translated olive branches once and olive trees twice. Clearly the question in verse 11 is repeated exactly in verse 12, so it should be translated the same way both times as “olive trees.” The olive trees are pouring forth the oil.
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