Song of Songs - Lesson 4
Song 4:1 – 5:16
In Lesson 3 we studied Chapters 2 and 3 of the Song of Songs. It continued the dialogue between the Bridegroom and the Bride. At the end of Chapter 3 the Bride described the arrival of the Bridegroom. Here the Bride called the Bridegroom by the name “Solomon” and “King Solomon.” We should remember that the Song was written before David’s second son by Bathsheba was born. It was from the Song that David got the idea to name that son “Solomon.” 
In Chapter 4, the dialogue continued between the two lovers. The Bridegroom spoke first.

Song 4:1 How beautiful you are, my darling! Oh, how beautiful! Your eyes behind your veil are doves. Your hair is like a flock of goats descending from Mount Gilead. 
Describing the eyes as doves speaks of the Bride’s modesty. The description of her hair also speaks of beauty. “Mount Gilead” is different from “Gilead.” Gilead was the land which belonged to the tribe of Manasseh in the hills east of the Jordan. Mt. Gilead on the other hand was a height which overlooked the Jezreel Valley. It is mentioned in Judges 7:3 as the place where Gideon launched his attack on the Midianites. It was probably on the northern border of Ephraim. As such it was probably one of the most beautiful prospects in Israel, looking across the fertile Jezreel Valley toward the Sea of Galilee and the heights of Gilead and Mt. Hermon. 
Song 4:2 Your teeth are like a flock of sheep just shorn, coming up from the washing. Each has its twin; not one of them is alone. 
The Bride had perfect teeth. They were perfectly white with none of them missing.
Song 4:3 Your lips are like a scarlet ribbon; your mouth is lovely. Your temples behind your veil are like the halves of a pomegranate. 
The Bride had a beautiful mouth and perfect complexion with rosy cheeks.
Song 4:4 Your neck is like the tower of David, built with elegance; on it hang a thousand shields, all of them shields of warriors. 
She was graceful. Her beauty had taken a thousand hearts.
Song 4:5 Your two breasts are like two fawns, like twin fawns of a gazelle that browse among the lilies.
I think this pictures the nurturing nature of the Bride. We should remember that ultimately this beautiful Bride is how Christ sees His Bride. That Bride consists of all believers. Because of His grace, this is how Jesus Christ sees us.
Song 4:6a Until the day breaks and the shadows flee, 
This was the promise of the Bridegroom that He would come to the Bride when the shadows had fled. This speaks of what would happen which will herald the coming of Christ and His Kingdom. Jesus described it in Mark:
Mark 13:24b-26 “The sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken. At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.
Song 4:6b I will go to the mountain of myrrh 
 and to the hill of incense.
 
Myrrh speaks of death. It was used to prepare the dead for burial. It was used to prepare Christ’s body:
John 19:38-40 “Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jews. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs.”
Incense speaks of the sweet savor that floated up to heaven from Altar of Incense. The incense represented the Shewbread which represented the Righteous life of Christ.
Exodus 30:1-4, 6-8 “Make an altar of acacia wood for burning incense. It is to be square, a cubit long and a cubit wide, and two cubits high --its horns of one piece with it. Overlay the top and all the sides and the horns with pure gold, and make a gold molding around it. ---- Put the altar in front of the curtain that is before the ark of the Testimony--before the atonement cover that is over the Testimony--where I will meet with you. Aaron must burn fragrant incense on the altar every morning when he tends the lamps.
 He must burn incense again when he lights the lamps at twilight so incense will burn regularly before the LORD for the generations to come.”
So, the mountain of myrrh and the hill of incense refers to Christ’s life and death to which He willingly would go for the sake of His Bride.

Song 4:7 All beautiful you are, my darling; there is no flaw in you. 
His Bride would have no flaw because the Bridegroom died for her sin and gave her His righteousness.
Song 4:8 Come with me from Lebanon, my bride, come with me from Lebanon. Descend from the crest of Amana, from the top of Senir, the summit of Hermon, from the lions’ dens and the mountain haunts of the leopards. 
The location of Amana is unsure, except that is in the region of Hermon. It seems likely that this was a Syrian name for Mt. Hermon. Mt. Hermon is on the eastern border of Lebanon. According to 1 Chronicles 5:23, Hermon and Senir are the same mountain. Senir was the Amorite name for Mt. Hermon. Here we have three names for Mt. Hermon. What is the significance of Mt. Hermon? It is where Jesus Christ discussed His return with Moses and Elijah during His First Advent! It is also sometimes called the Mount of the Transfiguration. It is the highest point in the land, rising to 9,232 feet. 
Song 4:9-10 You have stolen my heart, my sister, my bride; you have stolen my heart with one glance of your eyes, with one jewel of your necklace. How delightful is your love, my sister, my bride! How much more pleasing is your love than wine, and the fragrance of your perfume than any spice! 
This describes how much the Bridegroom cherishes the Bride.
Song 4:11 Your lips drop sweetness as the honeycomb, my bride; milk and honey 
 are under your tongue. The fragrance of your garments is like that of Lebanon. 
This describes how much pleasure the Bridegroom (the Lord) has in making love to the Bride.
Song 4:12a You are a garden locked up, my sister, my bride;
The word for garden here is the Hebrew גַּן {gan}. It is a word which occurs 37 times in the Old Testament. Thirteen times it refers to the Garden of Eden. Six times it is used in the Song. Considering the Bride refers to all believers who have been redeemed from Adam’s sin, I believe the “locked garden” refers to the fact that we are forever safe from another temptation by Satan, that old serpent.
Song 4:12b you are a spring enclosed, a sealed fountain.
 
This is the spring or fountain to which Jesus referred in John:
John 4:14 “Whoever drinks the water I (Jesus) give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.
”
John 7:37-38 “On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.
 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.”

The word translated “sealed” is the Hebrew word חָתַם {khä·tham'}. In this context, it means marked with a seal of secure ownership and possession.

Song 4:13-14 Your plants are an orchard of pomegranates with choice fruits, with henna and nard, nard and saffron, calamus and cinnamon, with every kind of incense tree, with myrrh and aloes 
 and all the finest spices. 
The Bride was compared to a Garden which produced aromatic fruit. She was a pleasing aroma to the Bridegroom.
Song 4:15 You are a garden fountain, a well of flowing water streaming down from Lebanon. 
The water of life flowed out of that Garden. The picture of water flowing from Lebanon described the River Jordan which has its origin on Mt. Hermon in Lebanon.
Song 4:16 Awake, north wind, and come, south wind! Blow on my garden that its fragrance may spread abroad. Let my lover come into his garden and taste its choice fruits. 

The Bride replied. The garden of her life was to bring forth the fruits of righteousness. She was also to let the fragrance of her garden spread abroad to the world as a testimony. Those fruits were meant to please the Bridegroom.
Song 5:1a I have come into my garden, my sister, my bride; I have gathered my myrrh with my spice. I have eaten my honeycomb and my honey;
The garden was significant in the life of Christ. He was buried and raised from the dead in a garden. Perhaps coming into His garden spoke of His incarnation. Gathering the myrrh and spice speaks of His death. Eating His honeycomb and honey speaks of His life.
Song 5:1b I have drunk my wine and my milk. 
Perhaps the wine stands for the last drink He drank just when He had accomplished the basis for the Kingdom, just before he died. Perhaps the milk stands for the first drink he took at his mother’s breast.
The Messiah is also identified with wine and milk elsewhere:

Genesis 49:10-12 “The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his. He will tether his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his garments in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes. His eyes will be darker than wine, his teeth whiter than milk.
Song 5:1c Eat, O friends, and drink; drink your fill, O lovers. 
This seems to be an outside voice speaking to both the Bridegroom and the Bride. 
Song 5:2a I slept but my heart was awake. Listen! My lover is knocking: 
This seems to be another dream or vision of the Bride about the return of the Bridegroom. In Revelation, the Lord is also shown knocking on the door for His Bride:
Revelation 3:20 “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.”
Song 5:2b “Open to me, my sister, my darling, my dove, my flawless one. 
The LORD only sees redeemed Israel (which includes the Church) as flawless because she has the flawlessness of Christ imputed to her.
Song 5:2c-3 My head is drenched with dew, my hair with the dampness of the night. I have taken off my robe-- must I put it on again? I have washed my feet-- must I soil them again? 
This bespeaks the Lord’s impatience for His advent as King. He had already come once.
Song 5:4-5 My lover thrust his hand through the latch-opening; my heart began to pound for him. I arose to open for my lover, and my hands dripped with myrrh, my fingers with flowing myrrh, on the handles of the lock. 
This describes the Brides anxious excitement when the Bridegroom’s advent as King seemed imminent.
Song 5:6 I opened for my lover, but my lover had left; he was gone. My heart sank at his departure. I looked for him but did not find him. I called him but he did not answer. 
Here the Bride speaks. This whole chapter speaks about the fact that the Messiah came and was gone, because Israel was not ready. Jesus used the same words to describe what happened. (John 7:34 “You will look for me, but you will not find me”)
Song 5:7 The watchmen found me as they made their rounds in the city. They beat me, they bruised me; they took away my cloak, those watchmen of the walls! 
Here the Bridegroom replied. The watchmen of Israel were supposed to be those true teachers of Israel who will wait to welcome the Lord’s Second Advent as depicted in Isaiah:

Isaiah 52:8 “Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout for joy. When the LORD returns to Zion, they will see it with their own eyes.”
Instead, this describes the action of the false watchmen or teachers of Israel who stripped, beat, and bruised the Bridegroom. They had been described in Isaiah:
Isiah 56:10-11 “Israel’s watchmen are blind, they all lack knowledge; they are all mute dogs, they cannot bark;
 they lie around and dream, they love to sleep. They are dogs with mighty appetites; they never have enough. They are shepherds who lack understanding; they all turn to their own way, each seeks his own gain.”
Song 5:8 O daughters of Jerusalem, I charge you-- if you find my lover, what will you tell him? Tell him I am faint with love. 
This is the Bride charging the people of Israel to change their attitude to her Bridegroom.
Song 5:9 How is your beloved better than others, most beautiful of women? How is your beloved better than others, that you charge us so? 
This is reply of the people of Israel to the Bride. They didn’t understand why the Bridegroom was so wonderful. There follow a description by the Bride of the beauty of the Lord which speaks of His mercy, deity, and righteousness.
Song 5:10 My lover is radiant and ruddy, outstanding among ten thousand. 
Even among ten thousand, He would be impossible to miss.
Song 5:11a His head is purest gold;
Gold always speaks of deity. It is bright with light. It also never tarnishes, speaking of the immutability of God.
Song 5:11b his hair is wavy and black as a raven. 

I am not perfectly sure what this description denotes apart from beauty. Although the raven is considered an unclean bird for eating purposes, it is mentioned in a positive way twice in the Old Testament. First, it appears in the story of the judgment of Noah’s flood. It was the first bird Noah sent out of the Ark, ostensibly to discover if the earth was still flooded (Genesis 8:6-7). It never returned to the Ark but kept flying around until the waters had receded. Second the raven is mentioned in the story of Elijah. There, during the three-and-a-half-year famine that the LORD had sent in judgment upon Israel, the ravens fed the LORD’s prophet (1 King 17:4-7). Hair is often used to speak of the righteousness of a life as in the story of Samson. Perhaps this speaks of the beauty of the LORD’s righteous judgment.
Song 5:12 His eyes are like doves by the water streams, washed in milk, mounted like jewels. 
Doves speak of mercy and deliverance. The second bird Noah sent out of the Ark was a dove. It is a bird which could be used in a sacrifice speaking of God’s mercy. Noah’s dove came back to the Ark bearing an olive branch (Genesis 8:8-11). Milk is white and speaks of nurturing and righteousness.
Song 5:13 His cheeks are like beds of spice yielding perfume. His lips are like lilies dripping with myrrh. 
The cheeks and lips which speak are fragrant with the love which is reflected in His death (myrrh).
Song 5:14-15a His arms are rods of gold set with chrysolite. His body is like polished ivory decorated with sapphires. His legs are pillars of marble set on bases of pure gold.
Again, gold speaks of deity. White ivory speaks of righteousness. His legs like pillars, speaks of the fact that He is immutable and cannot be moved. The totality of His Person has its foundation on His deity (bases of pure gold). 
Song 5:15b His appearance is like Lebanon, choice as its cedars. 
I can’t help reflecting that the incarnate Christ first appeared in His glory on Mt. Hermon in Lebanon:
Matthew 17:1-2 “After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light.” 

Song 5:16 His mouth is sweetness itself; he is altogether lovely. This is my lover, this my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem. 

The words from his mouth speak His words of love and grace.
� As in earlier lessons, I have printed out the voice of the Bridegroom in blue and the voice of the Bride in red.


� The mountain of myrrh is the tomb on Mt. Zion.


� The hill of incense is the cross on Mt. Zion.


� Evidently the incense to be used was that which represented the bread which was kept in rows on the Table of the Bread of Presence. Leviticus 24:7 “Along each row put some pure incense as a memorial portion to represent the bread and to be an offering made to the LORD by fire.”


� Milk and honey are both identified with the Messianic promise. Joel 3:18 “In that day the mountains will drip new wine, and the hills will flow with milk; all the ravines of Judah will run with water. A fountain will flow out of the LORD’s house and will water the valley of acacias.” Proverbs 24:13-14 Eat honey, my son, for it is good; honey from the comb is sweet to your taste. Know also that wisdom is sweet to your soul; if you find it, there is a future hope for you, and your hope will not be cut off.” Proverbs 16:23-24 “A wise man’s heart guides his mouth, and his lips promote instruction. Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.” Psalms 119:102-103 “I have not departed from your laws, for you yourself have taught me. How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” Milk and honey were also the food given to infants who were helpless to feed themselves and had no teeth.


� Israel, through Christ will be the source of the River of Life. Revelation 22:1


� Isaiah 33:15-17


� Isaiah 55:1


� This concept is taught in Isaiah 58:11“The LORD will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail. It is also taught in Jeremiah 17:7-13 which concludes with “O LORD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake you will be put to shame. Those who turn away from you will be written in the dust because they have forsaken the LORD, the spring of living water.”


� Nicodemus brought myrrh and aloes to wrap in the linen strips with Jesus body when He was buried. John 19:36.


� For dog lovers, this indicates that as far back as Isaiah’s time, dogs were used as watchdogs.


� Also see Mark 9:2-3 and Luke 9:28-29.
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