Samuel thru Solomon

Lesson 32 – 1 Kings 1:1 - 2:12 
1 Chronicles 29:22b - 30
In the last lesson we saw the run-up to the last months of David’s life. We saw how that David had somehow convinced himself that Bathsheba’s second son was the one who the LORD had chosen to be the one who would fulfill the promise of a “seed” who would build the LORD’s temple, and reign forever. First, he had taken the step to name that baby, “Solomon” (“peace”) after the superscription of the Messianic Psalm 72. This was in spite of the LORD’s instruction to call him “Jedidiah” (“beloved of Jehovah”). Next, he had started to collect stones, and timber and treasure for the building of the Temple. Then, he informed Solomon that it was his destiny to fulfill the covenant and build the Temple. Then he informed the elders and the people that Solomon was the destined one, and was David’s heir to the throne. None of this was what the LORD had told David.
We also saw that the LORD acquiesced in the David’s plan by giving him the plans for the Temple. At least, in this scheme, the Ark would finally be reunited with the Candlestick, the Table of Shewbread, the Altar of Incense, the Brazen Altar, and the Laver. It had been kept separate for over a hundred years. In this, there is a similarity to the LORD’s acquiescence in the Israelites desire for a King eighty years earlier. He gave it to them, though it was not His perfect plan for them. They wanted a magnificent Temple of stone rather than the Tabernacle of skins. As before, when they had envied the Kings of the Gentile nations, they now envied the magnificent temples of the idol worshippers.
We closed the last lesson with the first half of 1 Chronicles 29:22. It refers to the first time Israel acknowledged Solomon as King. “They ate and drank with great joy in the presence of the LORD that day.”
1 Chronicles then skips forward to the second occasion on which Solomon was acknowledged as king.
1 Chronicles 29:22b Then they acknowledged Solomon son of David as king a second time, anointing him before the LORD to be ruler and Zadok to be priest. 
As I mentioned in the last lesson, 1 Samuel does not include any of the information related in 1 Chronicles related to David’s telling Solomon and the people that Solomon was the answer to the covenant. Instead, it skips forward to the last words of David. Then 1 Kings relates the events which occurred before the second occasion Solomon was named King. We will study that now from 1 Kings.
1 Kings 1:1-2 When King David was old and well advanced in years, he could not keep warm even when they put covers over him. So his servants said to him, “Let us look for a young virgin to attend the king and take care of him. She can lie beside him so that our lord the king may keep warm.” 
This was no more than two or three years after the plague stopped (2 Samuel 24:25). In the interim, David had named the young lad Solomon as his heir and answer to the LORD’s covenant. He had also been preparing the materials for the Temple. He was nearly seventy, not very old compared to some of his ancestors, but evidently he was also in poor health. Evidently, his circulation was bad, and he couldn’t keep warm. They needed a hot water bottle. Why did he need a beautiful young virgin? It is not as though David did not have other wives or concubines. Why not one of them? It seems likely that David’s servants thought this solution would appeal to David. I think they knew him well.
1 Kings 1:3 Then they searched throughout Israel for a beautiful girl and found Abishag,
 a Shunammite, and brought her to the king. 
Hebrew experts inform us that “Shunammite” was just another way to pronounce “Shulammite.” This is important. Abishag was a “Shulammite woman,” just as the bride in the Song of Solomon: Song of Solomon 6:13 “Come back, come back, O Shulammite; come back, come back, that we may gaze on you! Why would you gaze on the Shulammite as on the dance of Mahanaim?”
1 Kings 1:4 The girl was very beautiful; she took care of the king and waited on him, but the king had no intimate relations with her. 
Note that it does not say that David married her, therefore, Adonijah’s later request to marry her was not against the Mosaic Law (Deuteronomy 22:30, Deuteronomy 27:20, Leviticus 18:8, Leviticus 20:11)
1 Kings 1:5-6 Now Adonijah, whose mother was Haggith, put himself forward and said, “I will be king.” So he got chariots and horses ready, with fifty men to run ahead of him.
 (His father had never interfered with him by asking, “Why do you behave as you do?” He was also very handsome and was born next after Absalom.) 
Adonijah was in his mid thirties, almost twenty years older than Solomon. By long established custom, the eldest son usually inherited the double portion and the rulership. He decided his right to the throne was superior to Solomon’s and he decided to assert it. We also have here a commentary on David’s parenting skills. Considering he couldn’t govern himself it is hardly any wonder that he couldn’t govern his children. With so many wives and children, he probably considered it a good day when he could remember their all names. 
1 Kings 1:7-8 Adonijah conferred with Joab son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest, and they gave him their support. But Zadok the priest, Benaiah son of Jehoiada,
 Nathan the prophet, Shimei and Rei 
 and David’s special guard did not join Adonijah. 

Joab, David’s army commander, and Abiathar who was David’s High Priest in Jerusalem readily supported Adonijah. This was a powerful coalition. However, those who would not go against David’s previously expressed wishes were also powerful. They included Zadok, the High Priest at the Tabernacle in nearby Gibeon; Benaiah, David’s chief counselor and chief of David’s bodyguard (2 Samuel 8:18). Also included in this group were Nathan the prophet, and our old friend Shimei, the leading man of the tribe of Benjamin, in which territory Jerusalem was situated.
1 Kings 1:9-10 Adonijah then sacrificed sheep, cattle and fattened calves at the Stone of Zoheleth near En Rogel.
 He invited all his brothers, the king’s sons, and all the men of Judah who were royal officials, but he did not invite Nathan the prophet or Benaiah or the special guard or his brother Solomon.
The brothers invited certainly would not have included Solomon’s younger full brothers whose mother was also Bathsheba. They would have been extremely young, and considering that Bathsheba was ignorant of what was going on, it seems certain they were not invited or informed. It is noteworthy that the elders of Judah, who had been the first to join Absalom during his revolt, were also ready to join Adonijah.
1 Kings 1:11-12 Then Nathan asked Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother, “Have you not heard that Adonijah, the son of Haggith, has become king without our lord David’s knowing it? Now then, let me advise you how you can save your own life and the life of your son Solomon. 
Obviously, this gathering had been quietly arranged to keep both David and Bathsheba in ignorance. All previous human history before or since reveals how precarious is the life a possible rival claimant to a throne. Also, knowing how Joab had dealt with people who stood between him and the power that he wanted, it isn’t hard to believe that Solomon and Bathsheba had reason to be afraid.
1 Kings 1:13-14 Go in to King David and say to him, ‘My lord the king, did you not swear to me your servant: “Surely Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he will sit on my throne”? Why then has Adonijah become king?’ While you are still there talking to the king, I will come in and confirm what you have said.” 
David was evidently confined to his bed with Abishag. 
1 Kings 1:15-17 So Bathsheba went to see the aged king in his room, where Abishag the Shunammite was attending him. Bathsheba bowed low and knelt before the king. “What is it you want?” the king asked. She said to him, “My lord, you yourself swore to me your servant by the LORD your God: ‘Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he will sit on my throne.’ 
She reminded David of the previous occasion when he had declared Solomon his heir.

1 Kings 1:18-19 But now Adonijah has become king, and you, my lord the king, do not know about it. He has sacrificed great numbers of cattle, fattened calves, and sheep, and has invited all the king’s sons, Abiathar the priest and Joab the commander of the army, but he has not invited Solomon your servant. 
She informed David of Adonijah’s plan, which was going forward that very day.
1 Kings 1:20-21 My lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, to learn from you who will sit on the throne of my lord the king after him. Otherwise, as soon as my lord the king is laid to rest with his fathers, I and my son Solomon will be treated as criminals.” 
She warned him of the consequences to her and her children. They would probably be executed as traitors.
1 Kings 1:22-24 While she was still speaking with the king, Nathan the prophet arrived. And they told the king, “Nathan the prophet is here.” So he went before the king and bowed with his face to the ground. Nathan said, “Have you, my lord the king, declared that Adonijah shall be king after you, and that he will sit on your throne? 
Then Nathan arrived, as if ignorant of what Bathsheba had just told David. Evidently, Bathsheba left the room when Nathan arrived, as she was later called back in.
1 Kings 1:25-27 Today he has gone down and sacrificed great numbers of cattle, fattened calves, and sheep. He has invited all the king’s sons, the commanders of the army and Abiathar the priest. Right now they are eating and drinking with him and saying, ‘Long live King Adonijah!’ But me your servant, and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon he did not invite.
 Is this something my lord the king has done without letting his servants know who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?” 
Notice what this says about David’s state of mind. Nathan felt he had to manipulate the presentation of the facts to David to ensure that he would act. Nathan no doubt had noticed how often David had waffled when it came to acting against his own family. For example, he did nothing when Amnon raped Tamar. He did nothing when Absalom killed Amnon. He wanted to spare Absalom after he had raised Israel in revolt and raped David’s ten concubines. He did nothing when his nephew Joab killed both Abner and Amasa. Those events happened when David was younger and vigorous. Now he was old and infirm. The facts had to be presented to David so that he acted promptly.
1 Kings 1:28-30 Then King David said, “Call in Bathsheba.” So she came into the king’s presence 
 and stood before him. The king then took an oath: “As surely as the LORD lives, who has delivered me out of every trouble, I will surely carry out today what I swore to you by the LORD, the God of Israel: Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he will sit on my throne in my place.” 
David called Bathsheba back in and Nathan went back out. David swore to take immediate action.
1 Kings 1:31-33 Then Bathsheba bowed low with her face to the ground and, kneeling before the king, said, “May my lord King David live forever!” King David said, “Call in Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet and Benaiah son of Jehoiada.” When they came before the king, he said to them: “Take your lord’s servants with you and set Solomon my son on my own mule and take him down to Gihon.
David told Bathsheba to call Nathan back in. He also had her call Zadok and Benaiah. I have no doubt that Nathan had them already standing by outside. He knew there was no time to lose.
1 Kings 1:34-35 There have Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him king over Israel. Blow the trumpet and shout, ‘Long live King Solomon!’ Then you are to go up with him, and he is to come and sit on my throne and reign in my place. I have appointed him ruler over Israel and Judah.” 
His instructions were to make Solomon King in his place immediately. We can see that David raised him up, while he was still living. This immediately showed that Solomon was not the “Son of the Covenant.” The LORD’s promise to David had said:

2 Samuel 7:12 “When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your seed after you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom.”
1 Kings 1:36-40 Benaiah son of Jehoiada answered the king, “Amen! May the LORD, the God of my lord the king, so declare it. As the LORD was with my lord the king, so may he be with Solomon to make his throne even greater than the throne of my lord King David!” So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, the Kerethites and the Pelethites went down and put Solomon on King David’s mule and escorted him to Gihon.
 Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from the sacred tent and anointed Solomon. Then they sounded the trumpet and all the people shouted, “Long live King Solomon!” And all the people went up after him, playing flutes and rejoicing greatly, so that the ground shook with the sound.
The men appointed obeyed with alacrity. They were accompanied by the Royal Guard, and the anointing occurred at the spring Gihon, which was just outside the city wall of Jerusalem. It was the main source of water for the city, and there were plenty of witnesses available.
1 Kings 1:41Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they were finishing their feast. On hearing the sound of the trumpet, Joab asked, “What’s the meaning of all the noise in the city?” 
Adonijah’s gathering was at En Rogel (verse 10) which was about a quarter of a mile south down the valley from Gihon. They would have easily heard the shout and the noise.
1 Kings 1:42-48 Even as he was speaking, Jonathan son of Abiathar the priest arrived. Adonijah said, “Come in. A worthy man like you must be bringing good news.” “Not at all!” Jonathan answered. “Our lord King David has made Solomon king. The king has sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, the Kerethites and the Pelethites, and they have put him on the king’s mule, and Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king at Gihon. From there they have gone up cheering, and the city resounds with it. That’s the noise you hear. Moreover, Solomon has taken his seat on the royal throne. Also, the royal officials have come to congratulate our lord King David, saying, ‘May your God make Solomon’s name more famous than yours and his throne greater than yours!’ And the king bowed in worship on his bed and said, ‘Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, who has allowed my eyes to see a successor on my throne today.’” 
This news confirmed that Solomon had the reigns of power firmly in his hand and control of the only organized armed force within miles.
1 Kings 1:49-50 At this, all Adonijah’s guests rose in alarm and dispersed. But Adonijah, in fear of Solomon, went and took hold of the horns of the altar.
 
They were now all afraid for their lives as they knew they could be considered traitors.
1 Kings 1:51-53 Then Solomon was told, “Adonijah is afraid of King Solomon and is clinging to the horns of the altar. He says, ‘Let King Solomon swear to me today that he will not put his servant to death with the sword.’” Solomon replied, “If he shows himself to be a worthy man, not a hair of his head will fall to the ground; but if evil is found in him, he will die.” Then King Solomon sent men, and they brought him down from the altar. And Adonijah came and bowed down to King Solomon, and Solomon said, “Go to your home.”

It was considered a defilement of the Temple to kill anyone in it. Possibly because dead bodies were ceremonially unclean. Thus, Adonijah fled to the Temple for protection from death. Instead Solomon gave him his pardon. 
1 Kings 2:1-2 When the time drew near for David to die, he gave a charge to Solomon his son. “I am about to go the way of all the earth,” he said. “So be strong, show yourself a man, 
This charge to Solomon to “show yourself a man” seems to indicate his youth. An analysis of scripture indicates Solomon was probably between 15 to 17 years of age. The actions that had saved him were not taken by Solomon, but by Nathan and his mother.
1 Kings 2:3 and observe what the LORD your God requires: Walk in his ways, and keep his decrees and commands, his laws and requirements, as written in the Law of Moses, so that you may prosper in all you do and wherever you go, 
Now as David drew near to his death, he gave Solomon instructions that were very telling about his spiritual condition. His heart was very far from what Jesus said was the heart of the Law and the Prophets: Matthew 7:12 “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.”
1 Kings 2:4 and that the LORD may keep his promise to me: ‘If your descendants watch how they live, and if they walk faithfully before me with all their heart and soul, you will never fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.’ 
Here at the last, David had again adjusted his version of the LORD’s covenant. The promise did not depend on just Solomon, as he had reported before, but on the behavior of Solomon’s descendants. Perhaps he realized that Solomon was never intended to be the “Son of David.” At any rate, the line of Kings out of Solomon included some very wicked men. There were a few good Kings that we shall see in heaven, but probably over half of them will be in hell.
1 Kings 2:5 “Now you yourself know what Joab son of Zeruiah did to me--what he did to the two commanders of Israel’s armies, Abner son of Ner and Amasa son of Jether. He killed them, shedding their blood in peacetime as if in battle, and with that blood stained the belt around his waist and the sandals on his feet.
 
Here David turned to settling old scores. First, with Joab, who was probably older than David.
1 Kings 2:6 Deal with him according to your wisdom, but do not let his gray head go down to the grave in peace. 
David seemed to give Solomon orders to harass and perhaps imprison Joab, but not explicitly to kill him. As it turned out, Solomon had him killed shortly afterward.
1 Kings 2:7 “But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai of Gilead and let them be among those who eat at your table. They stood by me when I fled from your brother Absalom. 
Then he enjoined Solomon to repay the debt he owed to the family of Barzillai.

1 Kings 2:8-9 “And remember, you have with you Shimei son of Gera, the Benjamite from Bahurim, who called down bitter curses on me the day I went to Mahanaim. When he came down to meet me at the Jordan, I swore to him by the LORD: ‘I will not put you to death by the sword.’ But now, do not consider him innocent. You are a man of wisdom;
 you will know what to do to him. Bring his gray head down to the grave in blood.”
David had pardoned Shimei twice, and Shimei had proved himself faithful to David earlier. But in his last years, David had obviously become bitter and unforgiving toward Shimei. The only charge he brought here was the original offense that he had forgiven. Here he gave explicit orders for Solomon to find some pretext to have Shimei (also an old man) killed. It took Solomon several years to dig up a flimsy excuse. Although David was the direct male ancestor of the promised Christ, there is good reason to suppose that Shimei was as well (Zechariah 12:12-14).
1 Kings 2:10-12 Then David rested with his fathers and was buried in the City of David. He had reigned forty years over Israel--seven years in Hebron and thirty-three 
 in Jerusalem. So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David, and his rule was firmly established.
1 Chronicles 29:23-30 So Solomon sat on the throne of the LORD as king in place of his father David. He prospered and all Israel obeyed him. All the officers and mighty men, as well as all of King David’s sons, pledged their submission to King Solomon. The LORD highly exalted Solomon in the sight of all Israel and bestowed on him royal splendor (wealth) such as no king over Israel ever had before. David son of Jesse was king over all Israel. He ruled over Israel forty years--seven in Hebron and thirty-three in Jerusa lem. He died at a good old age, having enjoyed long life,
 wealth and honor. His son Solomon succeeded him as king. As for the events of King David’s reign, from beginning to end, they are written in the records of Samuel the seer, the records of Nathan the prophet and the records of Gad the seer, together with the details of his reign and power, and the circumstances that surrounded him and Israel and the kingdoms of all the other lands.

So David died at the age of seventy, having reigned forty years. Evidently, at the time 1 Chronicles was written, the other historical records, written by Samuel, Nathan, and Gad, still existed. They do not exist today. They may have been lost during one of the destructions of the Temple. At any rate, the LORD did not see fit that they be preserved.
� The name Abishag means, “my father was a wanderer.”


� This was the same method employed by Absalom (2 Samuel 15:1).


� Benaiah was the son of Jehoiada who was leader of the family of Aaron and the priests (1 Chronicles 12:27) and succeeded Ahithophel as David’s chief counselor (1 Chronicles 27:34). He was one of the most famous of David’s mighty men (2 Samuel 23:20-24, 1 Chronicles 12:22-26). He was also a priest (1 Chronicles 27:5). He became the chief of David’s bodyguard. Solomon later appointed him leader of the army in place of Joab and had him kill Adonijah, Joab, and Shimei. His name is mentioned 20 times in the Bible.


� The name Rei does not appear elsewhere in the Bible.


� En Rogel is a well south of Jerusalem, within a quarter mile of Jerusalem. It was on the northern border of the tribal lands of Judah (Joshua 15:6).


� Notice that Nathan left Shimei (as well as Rei) out of the list.


� She had evidently gone out when Nathan arrived.


� Notice that David was at this time too ill to attend. However, his allowing Solomon to sit on the throne which was still controlled by him signaled his endorsement of the crowning of Solomon.


� Probably at the Altar at the Tabernacle in Gibeon (about 5 miles north of Jerusalem). Jerusalem (where the Tent of Meeting and the Ark of the Covenant were located) would have been under the secure control of Solomon. Perhaps the fact that the High Priest at Gibeon was Zadok (1 Chronicle 16:39), who had been loyal to David’s choice of Solomon for King made Adonijah feel that Solomon would be less likely to violate the sanctity of that place.


� Although this may have literally happened, I believe it is also an idiom that means he dishonored his authority (his belt) and his service (his sandals).


� Notice here that David already considers Solomon very smart.


� The thirty three years may be a significant number because that was the age of Christ when he died in Jerusalem.


� In those days seventy years was considered a long life.
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