Samuel thru Solomon

Lesson 30 – 2 Samuel 24:1 – 25, 1 Chronicles 21:1-39
In lesson 29 we studied David’s unjust action against Saul’s descendants. This had taken place well before Absalom’s revolution. In spite of his earlier pledge before the LORD not to cut off the family of Saul, David had put five of Saul’s grandsons and two of his sons to death, and exposed their bodies to animals and elements. He had done this by turning them over to the will of the Gibeonites in hopes that it would relieve the three-year drought on the land. The LORD had told David that the drought was because of what Saul had done to the Gibeonites at least 20 years earlier, but he had not told him to do this. The deaths of these innocent young men did not lift the drought, but finally their honorable burial did. This was another case where David did not act according to the LORD’s Word, but according to his predisposition.

We also resumed the history of Israel after the Absalom revolution, and noticed some of the battle action against the Philistines in this, the last part of David’s reign. David had gotten too old to go out to war, but other heroes stepped up. By the time David died, the Philistines had been thoroughly subdued to the status of tributary states.

We then studied the Messianic Psalm 18, a copy of which was inserted as 2 Samuel 22:1-51. I noted that the Psalm is not about David, but about Jesus Christ, the promised son of David, and the insertion was to remind us that the greatness of David is not because of David, but because of the promised seed, Jesus Christ, who would come through him.
As we continue with the account of 2 Samuel, for some reason, the narrative skips forward to near the end of David’s life when he wrote his last words. Then after that, it records the roll call of David’s men, before returning to the history that took place in the four or five years before David’s death. There are other important events that occurred during that time. So, for the purpose of a better comprehension, we will complete the story of David’s life first, before looking back at the roll call and other events. The next thing that happened was David’s taking of a census.
2 Samuel 24:1 Again the anger of the LORD burned against Israel, and he incited David against them, saying to say,
 “Go and take a census of Israel and Judah.”
 
1 Chronicles 21:1 Satan 
 rose up against Israel and incited David to take a census of Israel. 
How can this be? 2 Samuel said that the LORD incited David, while 1 Chronicles said that Satan incited David. The answer is quite simple. The LORD allowed Satan to incite David. Satan does not have unlimited access to us. However, occasionally the LORD allows him to attack us. It is always to advance God’s plan, although Satan doesn’t see it. This was exactly what happened to Job. This was also the way that the LORD allowed Satan to tempt Adam and Eve. In all these cases the LORD knew the outcome of the matter. He knew here that David would fail the test

.
The underlying problem with the census, as David took it, was that the purpose was to see how strong Israel was. In that purpose David revealed a point of view that he was only as strong as the number of men he had with him. This was contrary to the faith point of view. The LORD had promised what would happen if He was on the side of Israel:

Leviticus 26:8 “Five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten thousand, and your enemies will fall by the sword before you.”
He had also promised that if He was not on their side:
Deuteronomy 32:30 “How could one man (of the enemy) chase a thousand (Israelites), or two put ten thousand to flight, unless their Rock had sold them, unless the LORD had given them up?”

So this census was, in effect, disbelief and blasphemy.
2 Samuel 24:2 So the king said to Joab and the army commanders with him, “Go throughout the tribes of Israel from Dan to Beersheba and enroll the fighting men, so that I may know how many there are.”
1 Chronicles 21:2 So David said to Joab and the commanders of the troops, “Go and count the Israelites from Beersheba to Dan. Then report back to me so that I may know how many there are.” 
The only type of census justified in Scripture involved a half shekel tax which would be paid to the priests to support the Temple service. According to Exodus 30:12 “When you take a census of the Israelites to count them, each one must pay the LORD a ransom for his life at the time he is counted. Then no plague will come on them when you number them.” Since the result of David’s census was just such a plague, it is obvious that this command to pay a half shekel was not followed. Later in Judah’s history, during the reign of Joash in 2 Kings 12:4 such a census with a tax evidently had been held and the proceeds used for the service of the Temple.
2 Samuel 24:3 But Joab replied to the king, “May the LORD your God multiply the troops a hundred times over, and may the eyes of my lord the king see it. But why does my lord the king want to do such a thing?” 
1 Chronicles 21:3 But Joab replied, “May the LORD multiply his troops a hundred times over. My lord the king, are they not all my lord’s subjects? Why does my lord want to do this? Why should he bring guilt on Israel?” 

Here was an instance where Joab was clearly in the right, and David was in the wrong. David’s error no doubt played a part in Joab later being able to justify to himself that David was wrong in making Solomon king. Joab felt that he again had the right on his side. He tried to overturn the appointment of Solomon.
2 Samuel 24:4 The king’s word, however, overruled Joab and the army commanders; so they left the presence of the king to enroll the fighting men of Israel. 
1 Chronicles 21:4 The king’s word, however, overruled Joab; so Joab left and went throughout Israel and then came back to Jerusalem.

For once, David prevailed over Joab. Perhaps in David’s mind, this was a kind of punishment duty for Joab after he had killed Absalom and Amasa. This onerous job took the better part of a year.
2 Samuel 24:5-8 After crossing the Jordan, they camped near Aroer, south of the town in the gorge, and then went through Gad and on to Jazer. They went to Gilead and the region of Tahtim Hodshi, and on to Dan Jaan and around toward Sidon. Then they went toward the fortress of Tyre and all the towns of the Hivites and Canaanites. Finally, they went on to Beersheba in the Negev of Judah. After they had gone through the entire land, they came back to Jerusalem at the end of nine months and twenty days.
There is no parallel passage to this journey in 1 Chronicles. 2 Samuel described the progress of Joab and his census takers. They crossed the Jordan east of Jerusalem, almost certainly in the dry summer months when it was shallow, went north through Gilead, crossed the headwaters of the Jordan in Dan, then came down the west side of the Jordan all the way to Beersheba in the far south. It took almost ten months.
 2 Samuel 24:9 Joab reported the number of the fighting men to the king: In Israel there were eight hundred thousand able-bodied men who could handle a sword, and in Judah five hundred thousand. 
1 Chronicles 21:5-6 Joab reported the number of the fighting men to David: In all Israel there were one million one hundred thousand men who could handle a sword, including four hundred and seventy thousand in Judah. But Joab did not include Levi and Benjamin in the numbering, because the king’s command was repulsive to him. 

The census in 1 Chronicles of one million five hundred and seventy thousand is less from the one in 2 Samuel by two hundred and seventy thousand men. The main discrepancy is in the count of the men of the rest of Israel which is short by two hundred thousand. Possibly the account listed in 2 Samuel was the number of men he had actually counted, and the number of men in 1 Chronicles was the number he reported, having thrown in an estimate for Levi and Benjamin.
 However, that is just speculation.

In the 400 years since they had entered the land the census of the Israelites had more than doubled. In Exodus 38:26 and Numbers 1:46, the count was 603,550. The census in these verses is 1,300,000.

Remember, the Levites were scattered throughout the land, and had been excluded from the military census by the LORD in Moses day.
 Evidently, Joab refused to count them at all. Evidently, after he got back to the region of Jerusalem, which included part of Judah and nearly all of Benjamin, he just quit counting.
2 Samuel 24:10 David was conscience-stricken after he had counted the fighting men, and he said to the LORD, “I have sinned greatly in what I have done. Now, O LORD, I beg you, take away the guilt of your servant. I have done a very foolish thing.” 
1 Chronicles 21:7-8 This command was also evil in the sight of God; so he punished Israel. Then David said to God, “I have sinned greatly by doing this. Now, I beg you, take away the guilt of your servant. I have done a very foolish thing.” 

David asked the LORD to take away the guilt of what he had done. But it had been a conscious persistent sin that David had been warned against. Although David could be personally forgiven by the LORD, the consequences could not be erased by confession any more than the consequences of his sin with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband. 
2 Samuel 24:11-12 Before David got up the next morning, the word of the LORD had come to Gad the prophet, David’s seer: “Go and tell David, ‘This is what the LORD says: I am giving you three options. Choose one of them for me to carry out against you.’” 
1 Chronicles 21:9-10 The LORD said to Gad, David’s seer, “Go and tell David, ‘This is what the LORD says: I am giving you three options. Choose one of them for me to carry out against you.’”
The LORD told David through Gad that he had three choices.
2 Samuel 24:13 So Gad went to David and said to him, “Shall there come upon you three years of famine in your land? Or three months of fleeing from your enemies while they pursue you? Or three days of plague in your land? Now then, think it over and decide how I should answer the one who sent me.” 
1 Chronicles 21:11-12 So Gad went to David and said to him, “This is what the LORD says: ‘Take your choice: three years of famine, three months of being swept away before your enemies, with their swords overtaking you, or three days of the sword of the LORD--days of plague in the land, with the angel of the LORD ravaging every part of Israel.’ Now then, decide how I should answer the one who sent me.” 

The options were fast, slower, or slow. Three days, three months, or three years. David chose fast. 
2 Samuel 24:14 David said to Gad, “I am in deep distress. Let us fall into the hands of the LORD, for his mercy is great; but do not let me fall into the hands of men.” 
1 Chronicles 21:13 David said to Gad, “I am in deep distress. Let me fall into the hands of the LORD, for his mercy is very great; but do not let me fall into the hands of men.” 

David chose the third option, “three days of the sword of the LORD--days of plague in the land, with the angel of the LORD ravaging every part of Israel.” David here recognized that one of the characteristics of God is his compassion and mercy: 
Exodus 34:6b-7a “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.

Deuteronomy 4:31 “For the LORD your God is a merciful God; he will not abandon or destroy you or forget the covenant with your forefathers, which he confirmed to them by oath.”
It was not only revealed in scripture, but God had showed it to David many times in his life, which was riddled with failure. Twenty of the Psalms that the Holy Spirit gave David called on God’s mercy. He had written: Psalm 103:13-14 “As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust.”
We are not told if more people would have died with the unchosen two options. We only know that it would have been slower. Of course God would have been in control of the numbers in all three instances.

2 Samuel 24:15 So the LORD sent a plague on Israel from that morning until the end of the time designated, and seventy thousand of the people from Dan to Beersheba died. 
1 Chronicles 21:14 So the LORD sent a plague on Israel, and seventy thousand men of Israel fell dead.

Notice that 1 Chronicles makes it clear that it was the men of Israel, the very ones David had counted, that died.

2 Samuel 24:16a When the angel stretched out his hand to destroy afflict 
 Jerusalem, the LORD was grieved because of the calamity and said to the angel who was afflicting the people, “Enough! Withdraw your hand.”
1 Chronicles 21:15a And God sent an angel to destroy afflict 
 Jerusalem. But as the angel was doing so, the LORD saw it and was grieved because of the calamity and said to the angel who was destroying afflicting the people, “Enough! Withdraw your hand.”

As David had foreseen, when the angel came to Jerusalem, the LORD showed mercy and caused the angel pause over Jerusalem. Then the LORD brought about a scene to illustrate His mercy.
2 Samuel 24:16b The angel of the LORD was then at the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 
1 Chronicles 21:15b The angel of the LORD was then standing at the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.

The Hebrew for Aruanah in 2 Samuel is אֲרַוְנָה {ar·av·nä'} which means “I shall shout for joy.” The name given in the 1 Chronicles 21 account of the same episode is the Hebrew אָרְנָן {or·nän'} which is rendered Ornan in some English translations and Aruanah in others. The meaning is given as “tree,” or “strength.” We know from 2 Chronicles 3:1 that this location was on Mount Moriah, which was where the LORD had sent Abraham before He showed him the place to sacrifice Isaac (on Mt. Zion about a half mile to the west).
2 Samuel 24:17 When David saw the angel who was striking down the people, he said to the LORD, “I am the one who has sinned and done wrong. These are but sheep. What have they done? Let your hand fall upon me and my family father’s house.” 

1 Chronicles 21:16-17 David looked up and saw the angel of the LORD standing between heaven and earth, with a drawn sword in his hand extended over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell facedown. David said to God, “Was it not I who ordered the fighting men to be counted? I am the one who has sinned and done wrong. These are but sheep. What have they done? O LORD my God, let your hand fall upon me and my family father’s house, 
 but do not let this plague remain on your people.” 

Evidently, the LORD caused David to see the angel hovering over Mt. Moriah and the threshing floor of Aruanah. You cannot miss the shadow meaning which pointed to the work of Jesus Christ on the Cross. David uttered it, unconscious of the hidden implication. It was undoubtedly the Holy Spirit that moved David to say it. The one who would bear the sin would be from David’s family. He, unlike David, would be qualified to bear sin. The sword of the Lord is often and easily identified with the Cross! The sword did eventually fall on David’s family in the person of Jesus Christ! But it didn’t fall on Jesus for David’s sins alone, but for the sins of the entire world.
Secondarily, you can see that David had not learned from his experience when he put Saul’s sons to death for the sins of their father Saul against the Gibeonites. Here he thought he could offer up his own family as a sacrifice for his sin in ordering the census. We can admire his spirit of sacrifice, but his understanding of the LORD’s plan was deficient.
2 Samuel 24:18-19 On that day Gad went to David and said to him, “Go up and build an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” So David went up, as the LORD had commanded through Gad. 
1 Chronicles 21:18 Then the angel of the LORD ordered Gad to tell David to go up and build an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.

This is one of those passages where we can make the identification that “the LORD” and “the angel of the LORD” were one and the same. The angel of the LORD who was the LORD told David to build an altar on Mt. Moriah. Eventually, David took it to be a sign that this is where the Temple should be built. When David got to the hill, Araunah the Jebusite who was its owner, was already up there threshing wheat. He and his sons had seen the destroying angel. Remember, the Jebusites were from the lineage of the original Canaanites who had been driven out of the land. They had held on to Jerusalem for over 300 years until David had taken the city about 25 years before. Like the Gibeonites, they were considered second class citizens by the Israelites. The Jebusites however evidently could still own land.
2 Samuel 24:20 When Araunah looked and saw the king and his men coming toward him, he went out and bowed down before the king with his face to the ground. 
1 Chronicles 21:19-21 So David went up in obedience to the word that Gad had spoken in the name of the LORD. While Araunah was threshing wheat, he turned and saw the angel; his four sons who were with him hid themselves. Then David approached, and when Araunah looked and saw him, he left the threshing floor and bowed down before David with his face to the ground. 

When Araunah saw the angel, his four sons hid themselves. Araunah evidently did not. This may tell us something of Araunah’s relationship with God.
2 Samuel 24:21 Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to his servant?” “To buy your threshing floor,” David answered, “so I can build an altar to the LORD, that the plague on the people may be stopped.” 
1 Chronicles 21:22 David said to him, “Let me have the site of your threshing floor so I can build an altar to the LORD, that the plague on the people may be stopped. Sell it to me at the full price.”

You may notice that the wording of the conversation as reported in 2 Samuel and 1 Chronicles is slightly different, but the meaning is the same. That gives us an insight into the way scripture is written. It is the meaning that is critical, not the exact words. It is the meaning that the Holy Spirit guarantees. All over scripture, we see conversations, proclamations, or even sermons, which are not reported word for word, but condensed down to their essential meaning.

2 Samuel 24:22-23 Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the king take whatever pleases him and offer it up. Here are oxen for the burnt offering, and here are threshing sledges and ox yokes for the wood. O king, Araunah gives all this to the king.” Araunah also said to him, “May the LORD your God accept you.” 
1 Chronicles 21:23 Araunah said to David, “Take it! Let my lord the king do whatever pleases him. Look, I will give the oxen for the burnt offerings, the threshing sledges for the wood, and the wheat for the grain offering. I will give all this.” 

The scripture doesn’t report here what Araunah’s motivation was, but it could have been his sincere faith. Araunah offered him the site and everything that was on it. It is worth noting that in this non-Tabernacle sacrifice there was to be a grain and a blood offering (the oxen).
 This was just as the grain offerings and blood offerings of the Tabernacle and the bread (grain) and wine (blood) of the New Testament communion. The wood of the threshing sledge provided the fire (judgment), just as the wood of the cross provided judgment for Christ.
2 Samuel 24:24 But the king replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying you for it. I will not sacrifice to the LORD my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen and paid fifty shekels of silver for them.
1 Chronicles 21:24-25 But King David replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying the full price. I will not take for the LORD what is yours, or sacrifice a burnt offering that costs me nothing.” So David paid Araunah six hundred shekels of gold 
 for the site. 

David did recognize that an offering that cost him nothing was worth nothing. An offering was supposed to bespeak something of the mind of the offerer. It was not as if God needed the grain or the animal. What was needed was a recognition of what the offering stood for. One of the things it spoke of was that everything you have in this world comes from God first.
2 Samuel 24:25 David built an altar to the LORD there and sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings. Then the LORD answered prayer in behalf of the land, and the plague on Israel was stopped.

1 Chronicles 21:26-27 David built an altar to the LORD there and sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings. He called on the LORD, and the LORD answered him with fire from heaven on the altar of burnt offering. Then the LORD spoke to the angel, and he put his sword back into its sheath.
We know from 1 Chronicles 21:16 that David had looked up and actually seen the angel of the LORD with the sword drawn over Jerusalem. At that time, he had fallen on his knees in prayer. Evidently, the angel of the LORD stayed his judgment as Gad was given instructions to go to David and tell him to build the altar on Mt. Moriah. Evidently the angel was still visible to David as he completed following his instructions. Only when the altar was built did the angel of the LORD put the sword away.
1 Chronicles 21:28-30 At that time, when David saw that the LORD had answered him on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite, he offered sacrifices there.
 The tabernacle of the LORD, which Moses had made in the desert, and the altar of burnt offering were at that time on the high place at Gibeon. But David could not go before it to inquire of God, because he was afraid of the sword of the angel of the LORD.

This certainly indicates there was something wrong with David’s walk with the LORD. He was up one minute and down the next. It also points out again, subtly that the ark and the Tabernacle were still separated.
� It is David who said this, not the LORD.


� I prefer Darby’s translation “And again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he moved David against them to say, Go number Israel and Judah.” 


� The Hebrew is שָׂטָן {sä·tän'} which means “adversary.”


� Levi and Benjamin were the two smallest tribes in Israel.


� We have in between the accounts in 2 Samuel and 1 Chronicles a number of instance in which numbers vary. It might be useful at this point to discuss some of the number discrepancies in the Bible. The following is from the New International Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties.


“In explanation of these transmissional errors (as we believe them to be), let it be understood that numerals and proper names are always more liable to copyist errors than almost any other type of subject matter (especially when we are dealing with non-Hebraic foreign names).  Almost all suspiciously high numbers are round numbers expressed in thousands. In the later stage of transmission particularly (but prior to the imposing of a system of spelling out in full, as prescribed by the guild of so-perim, or professional scribes), alphabetic letters were often used. Thousand were indicated by supralinear dots appearing over the digit letter.  (Thus an aleph with two dots over it indicated one thousand.) As a manuscript became worn, brittle, or moth-eaten, it would be difficult to tell whether the multiplying dots were over the letter or not.”


� If the population of the Israelites had just multiplied at that slight rate until today, they would have numbered about 250 million men today, which would amount to over a quarter of a billion souls.


� Numbers 1:48-9 “The LORD had said to Moses: ‘You must not count the tribe of Levi or include them in the census of the other Israelites.’”


� The Hebrew verb here is שָׁחַת {shä·khath'} in the Piel infinitive. In the outline of Biblical Usage that is defined as spoiled or ruin. The same word is translated “afflicted” later in the same verse.


� See previous footnote.


� “Father’s house” is the literal Hebrew. David’s father was Jesse. This ties into the prophecy made later in Isaiah:  Isaiah 11:1, 10 “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.” “In that day, the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.”


� “Father’s house” is the literal Hebrew.


� In this case the offering was commanded by the LORD as opposed to the general prohibition of sacrifices apart from the Tabernacle.


� In this case it may be argued that the price was fifty shekels of silver and six hundred shekel of gold. 


� He got the idea that this is where the Temple should be.
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