Samuel thru Solomon

Lesson 22 – 2 Samuel  12:1 – 12:31 (Also Psalms 51)
In lesson 21 we studied the story of David’s failure with Bathsheba, only recounted in 2 Samuel, but not in 1 Chronicles. First, we studied the main characters. They were: King David; his longtime faithful servant and warrior Uriah the Hittite; Uriah’s new young wife Bathsheba, who was the granddaughter of Ahithophel, David’s councilor; and finally Joab, David’s commander in chief. We saw how, when David should have been off at war in the field with his troops who were fighting Ammon, instead he was at home enjoying the comforts of his palace and the company of his wives and concubines. One evening, he spied Bathsheba bathing on one of the roof porches of an adjoining house. His lust aroused, instead of sending for one of his many wives and concubines, he sent his servants into Bathsheba’s house to bring her to him, after which he raped her. Weeks later, when she discovered that she was pregnant, she sent word to David. First, David tried to cover himself by bringing Uriah home from the war so that he might sleep with Bathsheba and thus make it plausible that Uriah could be the father Bathsheba’s child. When Uriah proved himself so dedicated to his duty that he would not partake of the comforts of his home, David tried to get him drunk, and urge him into it. When that failed, he sent a letter to Joab, possibly by the returning Uriah himself, with instructions to make sure that Uriah died in battle. Joab managed that by sacrificing not only Uriah, but many of the men who were with Uriah. Afterward, Joab informed David of what he had done in a manner that made sure everyone in his staff, and thus the army would suspect that Uriah’s death had been at David’s instruction. Afterward, before she delivered, David married Bathsheba in an indecently short time after Uriah’s death. No one could have been fooled. But they kept quiet. The last lesson ended with: “But the thing David had done displeased the LORD.”
2 Samuel 12:1a The LORD sent Nathan to David. 
You may remember Nathan from the occasion when David wanted to build a Temple. It was Nathan who had first given David encouragement in the idea, but then the LORD communicated with Nathan directly and gave David his promise through Nathan. We first heard of Nathan in 2 Samuel 7:1, where scripture calls him a “prophet.” Clearly, he was a prophet of God with personal access to David, who David also trusted. Twice in this chapter, the LORD communicated with David through Nathan. We also know from 1 Kings 1 that he was one of the most important men of David’s inner circle who supported David’s decision to appoint Solomon as his heir when Solomon’s older brother Adonijah later tried to take the throne near the time of David’s death. Along with David and Gad, he helped give instructions as to how the worship in the Temple of Solomon was to be conducted. He was also one of those who chronicled the events of David’s reign for posterity (1 Chronicles 29:29), and also those of Solomon (2 Chronicles 9:29). His name “Nathan” means “giver” or “gift.” If we consider his closeness to both David and Bathsheba, it is entirely possible that the son David had with Bathsheba after Solomon was named after him. It was through this son, that the biological line of Christ went (Luke 3:31).

From what follows in this passage, it is clear that the LORD had not just given Nathan a conviction that he should confront David, but He had given Nathan specific details and prophecies in a private and personal revelation. It is also clear that Nathan needed some courage to confront the King, but considering it was the LORD who told him to do it, not confronting David would have taken even more. It might be fair to assume that even the way Nathan presented his case to David was by the LORD’s instruction.
2 Samuel 12:1b-3 When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor. The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him.
Nathan presented the situation to David as if it was one which he had in mind to bring to David as the supreme jurist of Israel. Little did David suspect that he would be judging himself. One of the conclusions we can draw from the analogy that Nathan presented at the LORD’s instruction, was that Uriah truly and dearly cherished and loved Bathsheba. Incidentally, there is no indication that this interview was anything other than private.
2 Samuel 12:4a “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him.
In the analogy to David’s situation, the traveler was David’s lust when he saw Bathsheba..
2 Samuel 12:4b Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.”
Under the Law of Moses this was nothing less than robbery. The penalty was very clear, he owed the poor man four sheep. Exodus 22:1 “If a man steals an ox or a sheep and slaughters it or sells it, he must pay back five head of cattle for the ox and four sheep for the sheep.”
2 Samuel 12:5-6 David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the LORD lives, the man who did this deserves to die!

You will notice David’s anger at the selfish behavior of the “man.” Nathan’s analogy did not even come close to David’s behavior. He had committed rape and murder, for either of which, the penalty under the Law was death (Leviticus 20:10, Exodus 21:14).

2 Samuel 12:6 He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.” 
However, as much as David felt the man deserved to die, he limited his judgment to the penalty of the law, was fourfold. As it turned out, David’s judgment would be carried out on himself. He had taken one life, Uriah’s. Four of his sons would die. First, Bathsheba’s baby would die. Second, David’s son Amnon would be murdered by his half brother Absalom. Third, David’s son Absalom would be killed by David’s nephew Joab as he hung helpless by his hair in a tree. Fourth, David’s son Adonijah was executed by David’s son Solomon on suspicion of conspiring to seize the throne.
2 Samuel 12:7a Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! 
Dramatically, while David’s anger at the thoughtless unnamed man was burning in his heart, Nathan invited David to turn the anger where it was deserved, on David himself.

2 Samuel 12:7b-8a This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 
The LORD reminded David of when he anointed him king over Israel. At that time he had just been a shepherd, and not even thought highly enough by his family to be invited to the dinner with Samuel. He reminded him of all the times He had delivered David from Saul.
2 Samuel 12:8a I gave your master’s house the house of those who were your masters to you, and your master’s wives the women of those who were masters to you into your arms. 
The word translated “master’s” is אָדוֹן {ä·dōn'} in the masculine plural. It means “rulers” or “lords.” It is talking about more than one person. As translated in the NIV, it sounds like one master, and we assume it means Saul. However, there is no indication in scripture that David took Saul’s wives for himself. Indeed from what we know in scripture of Saul’s wives and concubines there is clear indication that he did no such thing. The Old Testament only reveals two wives of Saul and one concubine. They were Ahinoam (the mother of Saul’s four oldest sons and two of his daughters), the unnamed wife who was the mother of his third son Abinadab, and Rizpah (Saul’s concubine who Abner wanted to marry and mentioned later as living in Gibeon). All except Rizpah would have been at least 30 years older than David. The problem is solved when we look at the word translated “wives.” It is the word אִשָּׁה {ish·shä'} which, although it can mean “wives” is primarily translated “women.” Who were the women that had belonged to men who had been the masters or superiors of David, but had been given to him? First, there was Michal, who was given to David by her father King Saul. Then there was also Maacah daughter of Talmai king of Geshur. Besides that there was Abigail who had been the wife of the great landowner, Nabal of Carmel, who had died at the hand of God.
2 Samuel 12:8b I gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more. 
The LORD was not saying that David should have asked for more, but that the LORD in His wisdom had already given him more than enough.
2 Samuel 12:9 Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 
Notice that the LORD held David as accountable for Uriah’s death as if he had struck him with his own sword. Because David had it done by others did not make him any less accountable.
2 Samuel 12:10 Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’
What would come on David was the result of his sin. The LORD didn’t make it happen. It was the inevitable outworking of David’s sin. He lost his testimony for the LORD, he lost the respect of his family, and he lost the respect of the nation. All three elements were keys to the judgment that David brought on himself.

2 Samuel 12:11 “This is what the LORD says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives (women) and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives (women) in broad daylight. 
This was fulfilled when David’s son Absalom raped his father’s concubines during his revolt against his father. 2 Samuel 16:22 “So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the roof, and he lay with his father’s concubines in the sight of all Israel.” Note the irony. This took place on the roof of the palace, where David had first lusted after Bathsheba.
2 Samuel 12:12 You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.’” 
All the disasters that would happen to David would be played out in public view. Of course, as we have studied, although David tried to keep the scandal a secret, it was known by too many people in his house, Bathsheba’s house and the army to remain a secret for long. However, before Nathan, no one had the temerity to mention it to David.

2 Samuel 12:13a Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” 
This moment of truthful self examination before God is memorialized in Psalm 51.
2 Samuel 12:13b Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. 
Notice that the confession was followed by the LORD’s instant forgiveness. However, the consequences were not going to go away.

2 Samuel 12:14 But because by doing this you have made the enemies of the LORD show utter contempt, the son born to you will die.” 
Notice that David’s sins “have made the enemies of the LORD show utter contempt.” This indicates that this contempt had already happened. That was because, as we have studied, David’s sin was already well known in Israel at this time.
2 Samuel 12:15 After Nathan had gone home, the LORD struck the child that Uriah’s wife had borne to David, and he became ill.
This tells us that David had lived with the unconfessed sins of rape and murder for a least nine months.

2 Samuel 12:16-18a David pleaded with God for the child. He fasted and went into his house and spent the nights lying on the ground. The elders of his household stood beside him to get him up from the ground, but he refused, and he would not eat any food with them. On the seventh day the child died. 
Let’s be clear. It was David who was being punished not the child. The Bible is not explicit how the LORD deals with the souls of those who perish before the age of accountability like this baby. We do know that Jesus Christ died for the sins of the whole world, so such souls cannot be held accountable for personal sin. We know that the only sin left is the sin of rejection of Christ, which such souls are not capable of doing. However, we also know that the only way we can stand in heaven before God is dressed in the righteousness of Christ which we receive when we accept Him. Such souls cannot have accepted Christ. However, we also know that the LORD is not willing that any should perish. My conclusion -- however God deals with such souls, He is completely fair, but He doesn’t tell us exactly how He does it. Like a lot of things in scripture, it is one of those things that we don’t need to know. We do need to believe  that the LORD deals with every soul from love.
2 Samuel 12:18b-19 David’s servants were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for they thought, “While the child was still living, we spoke to David but he would not listen to us. How can we tell him the child is dead? He may do something desperate.” David noticed that his servants were whispering among themselves and he realized the child was dead. “Is the child dead?” he asked. “Yes,” they replied, “he is dead.” 
While the child was alive, David devoted himself completely to prayer.

2 Samuel 12:20 Then David got up from the ground. After he had washed, put on lotions and changed his clothes, he went into the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then he went to his own house, and at his request they served him food, and he ate. 
When David understood the child had died in spite of his prayer, he had enough reserve of spiritual understanding (in spite of his year in sin) to accept the LORD’s will as best.

2 Samuel 12:21-23 His servants asked him, “Why are you acting this way? While the child was alive, you fasted and wept, but now that the child is dead, you get up and eat!” He answered, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept. I thought, ‘Who knows? The LORD may be gracious to me and let the child live.’ But now that he is dead, why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me.” 
Some have taken this passage to teach that all babies who die go to heaven. All this said in the common Hebrew usage of the language was that David would die eventually as the baby had. It is not a basis for developing a theory of what happens to the souls of infants who die. The Old Testament often speaks figuratively of death as a destination. A good example is Job 30:23: “I know you will bring me down to death, to the place appointed for all the living.”
2 Samuel 12:24a Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and he went to her and lay with her. She gave birth to a son, and they named him Solomon. 
The Lord had revealed to David in Psalm 72 that the Messiah would be Solomon “Peace” or the “Prince of Peace.” David tried to make this son the fulfillment of the promise by naming him Solomon although the Lord sent him word to name him Jedidiah. David’s attempt to appoint Solomon as the Messiah had disastrous consequences. A small part of the consequences were that Absalom, the oldest son, understood that he was to be supplanted by this baby brother as heir presumptive to the throne. This was no small part of the reason for Absalom’s later revolt.
2 Samuel 12:24b-25 The LORD loved him; and because the LORD loved him, he sent word through Nathan the prophet to name him Jedidiah. 
Again the LORD sent a message through Nathan to correct a mistake David had made. This child was not “the Prince of Peace.” The name “Jedidiah” means “Beloved of Jehovah.” Although this was the command of the LORD, the name “Jedidiah” never appears again in scripture. The child who was “beloved of Jehovah” was just one of those included in “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” The child that they erroneously named Solomon was not “the Son of promise.”
Below we will take a moment to study the Psalm that memorialized David’s confession to God before Nathan. This Psalm was clearly written in the voice of David.

Psalm 51

For the director of music. A psalm of David. When the prophet Nathan came to him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba.
The time and occasion of this Psalm is precisely set down here and is recounted in 2 Samuel 12. It occurred in about the 52nd year of David’s life, and the 22nd year of his forty-year reign. The message that Nathan brought to David from the LORD is recounted below:
2 Samuel 12:8-14 “‘I gave the house of those who were your masters to you, and the women of those who were masters to you into your arms. I gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more.
 Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house,
 because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’ This is what the LORD says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight.
 You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.’” Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. But because by doing this you have made the enemies of the LORD show utter contempt,
 the son born to you will die.”

Below is the text of the Psalm which David wrote.

Psalms 51:1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.
Here, at the time of his confession of sin, David claimed the love and mercy of the LORD to completely erase the barrier that the sin had erected in his life between him and God. As we see above in 2nd Samuel, the LORD did blot out his transgressions when “the LORD has taken away your (David’s) sin.” However, although the LORD could remove that barrier to David’s walk with Him, he would not remove the problems it had created in his relationships with his sons, his wives, his high officials, and his people.
Psalms 51:2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 

This was accomplished for David when he confessed his sin. This was not referring to salvation, but to experiential fellowship with God. As long as any believer lets unconfessed sin fester in their life, they are eliminating any possibility of experiential fellowship with the LORD.
Psalms 51:3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.

Both David’s sin of adultery with Bathsheba,
 and the murder of Uriah had evidently laid on David’s heart like a stone. However, in spite of that he had avoided availing himself of God’s mercy. Perhaps it was pride. Perhaps it was fear. 
Psalms 51:4a Against you, you only even you, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight,
This is not to minimize David’s sin and say that he didn’t sin against Bathsheba and Uriah. Instead it is putting his sin in the worst possible light. His sins against his subjects Bathsheba and Uriah were not good, but his sin was actually vastly worse. It was a sin against the LORD Almighty of whom he was a subject and who had given him everything. His sin was an affront to God. Perhaps a better way to translate this is “Against you, even you.”
Psalms 51:4b so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. 

David was merely acknowledging that though he was the King, the LORD was more than justified in bringing the judgment He did. This verse was quoted by Paul in Romans 3 where he justified the judgment that the LORD was bringing on the Jews of the 1st Century AD: Romans 3:3-4 “What if some did not have faith? Will their lack of faith nullify God’s faithfulness? Not at all! Let God be true, and every man a liar. As it is written: ‘So that you may be proved right when you speak and prevail when you judge.’”
This also speaks to the principal against which Kings of Israel and Christian monarchs of the Church Age have always struggled. That is that a government based on the Bible has to be a government of laws, not of men. Kings, being sinful in nature, have always wanted their own word, not God’s, to be law.

Psalms 51:5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

Here, David was acknowledging that, although he was King of Israel, he was just another sinful human being. The human race, except for one, is sinful from birth because we are conceived in sin. Adam’s sin is inherited in our flesh from our fathers. That is why Jesus had to be born of a virgin. In the conception of Jesus, God provided a pure seed, without Adam’s sin, for the egg of Mary. Therefore, as Adam came into the world without sin, so did Jesus. Jesus (the one to come) came in the world in the same pattern as did Adam: Romans 5:14 “Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come.”
Psalms 51:6 Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 

David was acknowledging that he was required to live by the truth of God which was supposed to have command of his heart. What he had done to Bathsheba and Uriah flew in the face of God’s Truth.
Psalms 51:7a Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 
Hyssop was the plant by which the cleansing blood or water of the sacrifices was applied (Exodus 12:22, Leviticus 14, and Numbers 19:18). It was also the means by which the sponge was lifted to the lips of Jesus so that He could drink wine in “the Kingdom” and say “it is finished” (John 19:29-30). For David to make this prayer was to plead the cleansing power of the blood of the Messiah who was to come. The animal sacrifices spoke of Him.
Psalms 51:7b wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

Washing was also part of the ceremonial of the Temple:
 Exodus 30:18-21 “Make a bronze basin, with its bronze stand, for washing. Place it between the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and put water in it. Aaron and his sons are to wash their hands and feet with water from it. Whenever they enter the Tent of Meeting, they shall wash with water so that they will not die. Also, when they approach the altar to minister by presenting an offering made to the LORD by fire, they shall wash their hands and feet so that they will not die.”
Both the hyssop and the washing were only ceremonial representations of what the LORD does for any believer who confesses their sins like David was doing here. They are restored to full fellowship with the LORD.

Psalms 51:8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 

The Hebrew word translated “bones” by the NIV is עֶצֶם {eh'tsem} which means body, substance or self as well as bone. This is clearly speaking figuratively of David’s whole feeling of well-being. Since he had allowed his sin to separate himself from the LORD, he had never experienced the joy of the LORD which is the greatest joy of life.
Psalms 51:9 Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.
David knew that this was the LORD’s promise. This is the principal taught in 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”
David knew the principal from Psalm 32 which the Holy Spirit had also inspired through his pen:

Psalms 32:5 “‘Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity.’ I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the LORD’-- and you forgave the guilt of my sin.”

Psalms 51:10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

David understood that it was only after God had purified his heart after confession that the LORD could have fellowship with him. God will not and cannot impose fellowship on a heart in rebellion against Him. Sin is a form of rebellion.
Psalms 51:11 Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

Although David and other Old Testament believers did not have what we call the indwelling of Spirit, it is clear from many verses in the Old Testament that it was the Holy Spirit that taught them.
 The significance of the New Testament indwelling of the Holy Spirit is that it is the seal that signifies that Christ’s work of salvation has been completed in us. Even a sinful New Testament believer can never lose the indwelling of the Spirit. However, we can lose fellowship with God.
Psalms 51:12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

David longed for the remembered joy of his days when he walked with the LORD. He also knew that it was his own willful heart that had gotten him into his current situation. He asked the LORD to help change that willfulness to willingness.
Psalms 51:13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you. 

He pledged to do what he realized he had lost track of doing.
Psalms 51:14 Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 

Bloodguilt refers to the consequences for murder. Genesis 9:6 “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man.” God did spare him from death as Nathan promised (2 Samuel 12:13b).
Psalms 51:15 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 

This referred to David’s promise in verse 13. David asked for the LORD’s help in declaring His word. He understood that the real teacher of spiritual things must ultimately be the Holy Spirit.
Psalms 51:16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 

David also understood that the offerings for sin which took place in the Temple were not to buy God’s forgiveness, but rather to teach the lesson of how the LORD himself would pay for the forgiveness of sin through the sacrifice that He would provide as “the lamb of God.” The LORD’s forgiveness of David would be no greater if he had brought a thousand sin offerings to the Temple. His confession was enough.
Psalms 51:17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

What the LORD had wanted to see from David was an acknowledgement of sin, and a change of David’s attitude toward his sin and his relationship with the LORD.
Psalms 51:18 In your good pleasure make Zion prosper According to your will, make Zion rejoice; build up the walls of Jerusalem. 

If this is read as the NIV has translated it, it seems to be speaking of the material prosperity of Mt. Zion and the height of the stone walls of Jerusalem. That doesn’t make sense. I have provided a slightly different translation of the first phrase of the NIV translation. It is within the parameters of the meaning of the Hebrew words, but I think it makes the true meaning clearer. This is not speaking of things in a material sense, but in a spiritual sense. In a spiritual sense, both “Zion” and “Jerusalem” have a far more important meaning than just a physical location. A review and understanding of Psalms 48:2-3 (in the literal translation) brings the meaning here into focus. That passage says:

Psalms 48:2-3 “Beautiful for lifting up an offering, the joy of the whole earth is Mount Zion, on the side of the north, the city of the Great King. God is in her citadels; he has shown himself to be her fortress.”
“Zion” refers to Mt. Zion. It was precisely on the north side of Mt. Zion that Jesus Christ was lifted up on the cross at Golgotha as an offering. Jerusalem is the “mighty fortress” of our salvation because that is where Christ laid the foundation of our peace. (The name “Jerusalem” means “foundation of peace”).

In other words, Psalms 51:18 is pointing toward that time when, on Mt. Zion and in Jerusalem, the LORD himself would make His perfect offering. That offering would be more than a symbol.

Psalms 51:19 Then Meanwhile there will be righteous sacrifices, whole burnt offerings to delight you; then meanwhile bulls will be offered on your altar.
Until that coming day on Mt. Zion and in Jerusalem, there would only be the ceremonial sacrifices which pointed to the real, effective sacrifice of Jesus Christ
We can now return from Psalms 51 to the account in 2 Samuel which returned to Joab’s continuing campaign against the Ammonites. 1 Chronicles also takes up that account.

2 Samuel 12:26-29 Meanwhile Joab fought against Rabbah of the Ammonites and captured the royal citadel. Joab then sent messengers to David, saying, “I have fought against Rabbah and taken its water supply. Now muster the rest of the troops and besiege the city and capture it. Otherwise I will take the city, and it will be named after me.” So David mustered the entire army and went to Rabbah, and attacked and captured it. 

1 Chronicles 20:1 In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, Joab led out the armed forces. He laid waste the land of the Ammonites and went to Rabbah and besieged it, but David remained in Jerusalem. Joab attacked Rabbah and left it in ruins.
Meanwhile, Joab had been besieging Rabbah for at least a year with only a portion of the troops. He had finally captured a key portion, the royal citadel, which evidently contained the main water supply which all but assured the taking of the city. Joab urged David to muster all of the troops and finish the job himself so that he would get credit. David roused himself and brought the rest of the army.

2 Samuel 12:30-31 He took the crown from the head of their king --its weight was a talent of gold, and it was set with precious stones--and it was placed on David’s head. He took a great quantity of plunder from the city and brought out the people who were there, consigning them to labor with saws and with iron picks and axes, and he made them work at brickmaking. He did this to all the Ammonite towns. Then David and his entire army returned to Jerusalem.

1 Chronicles 20:2-3 David took the crown from the head of their king --its weight was found to be a talent of gold, and it was set with precious stones--and it was placed on David’s head. He took a great quantity of plunder from the city and brought out the people who were there, consigning them to labor with saws and with iron picks and axes. David did this to all the Ammonite towns. Then David and his entire army returned to Jerusalem.
Ironically, David put the Ammonites to work at an old Hebrew trade from their days in Egypt, brickmaking. Considering what the rest of the Bible tells us, the bricks were probably brought to Jerusalem and stored to be used in the Temple David was planning for his son to build. For some reason, David was not able to make Ammon permanently subject to Israel, as he had to Moab and Edom. Probably because Ammon shared a border with the Arameans, who would more easily have made trouble. Perhaps David thought that Ammon would work better as a buffer state.
� “Deserves to die” is literally in the Hebrew, “is a son of death.”


� Many of the Psalms written by David at the inspiration of the Holy Spirit were written in the voice of Christ as in Psalms 22 and 69.


� Of course, the point is, not that David should have asked for more, but that God in His wisdom had already given him more than enough.


� David’s son Absalom killed his older brother Amnon who had raped his sister Tamar, David’s nephew Joab killed David’s son Absalom, and David’s son Solomon killed his older  brother Adonijah.


� This was fulfilled during Absalom’s revolt in 2 Samuel 16:22 “So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the roof, and he lay with his father’s concubines in the sight of all Israel.” You might note the irony. This took place on the roof of the palace, where David had first lusted after Bathsheba.


� Notice the wording “you have made the enemies of the LORD show utter contempt.” This indicates that this was something that had already happened, and that what David thought was his “secret sin” was already well known in Israel.


� In the circumstances, it really almost amounted to rape as Bathsheba was not in a position to resist.


� Theologically that is often called enduement.
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