Samuel thru Solomon

Lesson 20 – 2 Samuel  9:1 – 10:19  (including 1 Chronicles 18:17)
In the last lesson we studied the victories and campaigns that David had against the Philistines (when he took Gath), the Moabites, the Edomites, the King of Zobah in Lebanon, and the Arameans of Damascus. My best guess is that by the time these events had taken place, David was about 49, and had reigned over the united Kingdom of Israel for about 12 years. It seems likely that from the way it is recorded that the next episode took place about that time.
2 Samuel 9:1 David asked, “Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” 
Evidently, at this point David had some time to rest. He remembered Jonathan’s kindness to him, and reflected on his own good fortune. Up to this point, he hadn’t given a thought to any one in Saul’s deposed family except for Michal, who he had taken from her husband and then banished from his company. He thought it would be good to show kindness to someone from Saul’s family, but had not inquired into it until now.
2 Samuel 9:2 Now there was a servant of Saul’s household named Ziba. They called him to appear before David, and the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” “Your servant,” he replied. 
The territory of Saul’s tribe Benjamin lay adjacent to Jerusalem, and someone drew David’s attention to Ziba, who had been an important servant of Saul. David probably knew him from his days in Saul’s palace at Gibeon.

2 Samuel 9:3 The king asked, “Is there no one still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show God’s kindness?” Ziba answered the king, “There is still a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet.” 
We were introduced to Mephibosheth as a young child of five years old.
 At that time, when Jonathan and Saul had been killed by the Philistines, members of Saul’s family had fled Gibeon in panic. You may remember the passage:
2 Samuel 4:4 “Jonathan son of Saul had a son who was lame in both feet. He was five years old when the news about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel. His nurse picked him up and fled, but as she hurried to leave, he fell and became crippled. His name was Mephibosheth.”
By this time, 19 years later, Mephibosheth was a young man of 24 years old.

2 Samuel 9:4 “Where is he?” the king asked. Ziba answered, “He is at the house of Makir son of Ammiel in Lo Debar.”
Lo Debar is associated with Debir, which was a town on the border between Judah and Benjamin a few miles east of Jerusalem toward the Jordan River Valley.
 He had not left the territory of Benjamin. He was a cripple.
2 Samuel 9:5-6a So King David had him brought from Lo Debar, from the house of Makir son of Ammiel. When Mephibosheth 
 son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, he bowed down to pay him honor. 
So, David had Mephibosheth brought before him. Mephibosheth feared the worst. By birth, he was the only living legitimate heir of Saul through the male line.
 According to the usage in the ancient world, which later became fairly common in Israel, such people could expect execution or assassination.
2 Samuel 9:6b-8 David said, “Mephibosheth!” “Your servant,” he replied. “Don’t be afraid,” David said to him, “for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table.” Mephibosheth bowed down and said, “What is your servant, that you should notice a dead dog like me?” 
This conversation reflected Mephibosheth’s fear.

2 Samuel 9:9 Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to him, “I have given your master’s grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his family.
This raises the question, “What had happened to the land of Saul?” Since it seemed to be at David’s disposal, it must have been seized by the Crown.

2 Samuel 9:10 You and your sons and your servants are to farm the land for him and bring in the crops, so that your master’s (Saul’s) grandson may be provided for. And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will always eat at my table.” (Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.)
 
Since it was clear that the crippled Mephibosheth was incapable of managing the property himself, David arranged that Mephiboseth would receive the income, but Ziba would manage it. Ziba was clearly already a man of substance if he had twenty servants. He had done well working for Saul.

2 Samuel 9:11-13 Then Ziba said to the king, “Your servant will do whatever my lord the king commands his servant to do.” So Mephibosheth ate at David’s table like one of the king’s sons. Mephibosheth had a young son named Mica, and all the members of Ziba’s household were servants of Mephibosheth. And Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, because he always ate at the king’s table, and he was crippled in both feet.

So Mephibosheth was made part of the royal court and given a generous income twelve years after David took the united throne.

2 Samuel 10:1-2a In the course of time, the king of the Ammonites died, and his son Hanun succeeded him as king. David thought, “I will show kindness to Hanun son of Nahash, just as his father showed kindness to me.” 
1 Chronicles 19:1-2a In the course of time, Nahash king of the Ammonites died, and his son succeeded him as king. David thought, “I will show kindness to Hanun son of Nahash, because his father showed kindness to me.”
Whatever this kindness was, it is not recorded in scripture. We know that there were good relations to David with some in Nahash’s family. David married his son Solomon to Naamah of Ammon almost two years before Solomon became king. She must have been a princess of the Royal Family of the Ammonites (1 Kings 14:21). It is also stated that Shobi son of Nahash came from Rabbah, the Royal city of the Ammonites to help David during his trouble with Absalom 16 years later. Up until this time David hadn’t attacked Ammon although he had attacked Edom, Moab, and Amalek, the nations south of Ammon.
2 Samuel 10:2b-3 So David sent a delegation to express his sympathy to Hanun concerning his father. When David’s men came to the land of the Ammonites, the Ammonite nobles said to Hanun their lord, “Do you think David is honoring your father by sending men to you to express sympathy? Hasn’t David sent them to you to explore the city and spy it out and overthrow it?” 
1 Chronicles 19:2b-3 So David sent a delegation to express his sympathy to Hanun concerning his father. When David’s men came to Hanun in the land of the Ammonites to express sympathy to him, the Ammonite nobles said to Hanun, “Do you think David is honoring your father by sending men to you to express sympathy? Haven’t his men come to you to explore and spy out the country and overthrow it?” 

In good faith David sent a delegation to honor Nahash, Hanun’s father. The Ammonite nobles took the occasion to play on the fears of the new young King, and persuaded him to a rash and stupid act.

2 Samuel 10:4 So Hanun seized David’s men, shaved off half of each man’s beard, cut off their garments in the middle at the buttocks, and sent them away.
1 Chronicles 19:4 So Hanun seized David’s men, shaved them, cut off their garments in the middle at the buttocks, and sent them away. 

They defiled David’s ambassadors in a way which left David with no choice. To deprive an Israelite of his beard was to take away his manhood. To send them away half naked was even more shaming. It is worth remembering that a thousand years later, Jesus Christ was similarly shamed when He had His beard plucked out, and was stripped naked on the cross. 

2 Samuel 10:5 When David was told about this, he sent messengers to meet the men, for they were greatly humiliated. The king said, “Stay at Jericho 
 till your beards have grown, and then come back.” 
1 Chronicles 19:5 When someone came and told David about the men, he sent messengers to meet them, for they were greatly humiliated. The king said, “Stay at Jericho till your beards have grown, and then come back.” 

Evidently, when the men crossed the Jordan at Jericho, word was sent to David as to what had happened. He needed to be informed immediately, because such an egregious act could not be considered as anything but the act of a power contemplating immediate war. When David heard, he spared his ambassadors the shame of appearing in court in the condition they were in.

2 Samuel 10:6 When the Ammonites realized that they had become a stench in David’s nostrils, they hired twenty thousand Aramean foot soldiers from Beth Rehob and Zobah,
 as well as the king of Maacah with a thousand men, and also twelve thousand men from Tob. 
1 Chronicles 19:6-7 When the Ammonites realized that they had become a stench in David’s nostrils, Hanun and the Ammonites sent a thousand talents of silver to hire chariots and charioteers from Aram Naharaim, Aram Maacah and Zobah. They hired thirty-two thousand chariots and charioteers, as well as the king of Maacah with his troops, who came and camped near Medeba, while the Ammonites were mustered from their towns and moved out for battle. 

When the morons who had encouraged the new King in this folly realized what they had done, they knew they would need help. So they sent to the King of Zobah, and the Arameans who David had recently defeated. They knew they would be hot to get revenge, particularly if they got paid for it. They hired 20,000 foot-soldiers and 32,000 chariots from the nations to the north of Israel. The Moabites and the Edomites to their south had already been subjugated to David. Besides these men, they also mustered their own Ammonite troops.
2 Samuel 10:7 On hearing this, David sent Joab out with the entire army of fighting men.
1 Chronicles 19:8 On hearing this, David sent Joab out with the entire army of fighting men.

We don’t know for sure to how many this amounted. The army organization at this time consisted of twelve different divisions of 24,000 militia who served one month a year. Thus there were always 24,000 on duty (1 Chronicles 27:1-15). It they called up their entire reserve, it would have amounted to 288,000. 
2 Samuel 10:8 The Ammonites came out and drew up in battle formation at the entrance to their city gate, while the Arameans of Zobah and Rehob and the men of Tob and Maacah were by themselves in the open country. 
1 Chronicles 19:9 The Ammonites came out and drew up in battle formation at the entrance to their city, while the kings who had come were by themselves in the open country. 

The city the Israelites approached was the capital, Rabbah (2 Samuel 11:2) which was on the site of modern-day Amman, Jordan. Evidently when the Israelites approached the city, the Ammonites drew themselves up in front of the city, and the mercenaries drew themselves up out on the open country. They thus committed a serious blunder. They divided their command and allowed the Israelites to operate on interior lines.

2 Samuel 10:9-10 Joab saw that there were battle lines in front of him and behind him; so he selected some of the best troops in Israel and deployed them against the Arameans. He put the rest of the men under the command of Abishai his brother and deployed them against the Ammonites.
1 Chronicles 19:10-11 Joab saw that there were battle lines in front of him and behind him; so he selected some of the best troops in Israel and deployed them against the Arameans. He put the rest of the men under the command of Abishai his brother, and they were deployed against the Ammonites. 

So Joab set up his order of battle facing both ways. He commanded the western front, and Abishai commanded the eastern front. You will notice that David was absent. Joab was in command.

2 Samuel 10:11-12 Joab said, “If the Arameans are too strong for me, then you are to come to my rescue; but if the Ammonites are too strong for you, then I will come to rescue you. Be strong and let us fight bravely for our people and the cities of our God. The LORD will do what is good in his sight.” 
1 Chronicles 19:12-13 Joab said, “If the Arameans are too strong for me, then you are to rescue me; but if the Ammonites are too strong for you, then I will rescue you. Be strong and let us fight bravely for our people and the cities of our God. The LORD will do what is good in his sight.”

Joab and Abishai could thus serve as each other’s strategic reserve. Evidently, the total forces on each side were about even.
2 Samuel 10:13-14a Then Joab and the troops with him advanced to fight the Arameans, and they fled before him. When the Ammonites saw that the Arameans were fleeing, they fled before Abishai and went inside the city.
1 Chronicles 19:14-15a Then Joab and the troops with him advanced to fight the Arameans, and they fled before him. When the Ammonites saw that the Arameans were fleeing, they too fled before his brother Abishai and went inside the city. 

When Joab’s forces routed the mercenary armies of the Arameans and the others, no doubt Joab’s forces returned to fight the Ammonites. Thus outnumbered, the Ammonites chose the better part of valor and instead of inviting combat in the open, which they were now likely to lose, retreated behind their city walls to await a siege. They had reason to be confident in their fortifications.

2 Samuel 10:14b So Joab returned from fighting the Ammonites and came to Jerusalem. 
1 Chronicles 19:15b So Joab went back to Jerusalem.

Since this doesn’t answer why Joab abandoned the fight, here we have to speculate. Remember, this army was made up of the reserves. These men all had farms and herds to look after. They couldn’t afford the time for a protracted siege at this time. Perhaps Joab figured that the insult to the ambassadors of Israel had been sufficiently rebuked. Furthermore, they had only driven the Arameans from the field. They hadn’t had the luxury of being able to pursue and destroy them.  They were still a danger if they regrouped.
2 Samuel 10:15-16 After the Arameans saw that they had been routed by Israel, they regrouped. Hadadezer had Arameans brought from beyond the River; they went to Helam, with Shobach the commander of Hadadezer’s army leading them. 
1 Chronicles 19:16 After the Arameans saw that they had been routed by Israel, they sent messengers and had Arameans brought from beyond the River, with Shophach the commander of Hadadezer’s army leading them. 

Hadadezer was the King of Zobah which stretched from northeastern Lebanon to southern Syria and all the way east across the Euphrates. David had him defeated earlier (2 Samuel 8:3-10) and he was still hot for revenge. We know the Arameans of Damascus were subject to David at that time, but these were Arameans from considerably  east of the territories of Damascus.
2 Samuel 10:17-18 When David was told of this, he gathered all Israel, crossed the Jordan and went to Helam. The Arameans formed their battle lines to meet David and fought against him. But they fled before Israel, and David killed seven hundred of their charioteers and forty thousand of their foot soldiers. He also struck down Shobach the commander of their army, and he died there.
1 Chronicles 19:17-18 When David was told of this, he gathered all Israel and crossed the Jordan; he advanced against them and formed his battle lines opposite them. David formed his lines to meet the Arameans in battle, and they fought against him. But they fled before Israel, and David killed seven thousand of their charioteers and forty thousand of their foot soldiers. He also killed Shophach the commander of their army.

“Helam” means “stronghold.” We don’t know exactly where Helam is, as it is never mentioned in Scripture again. However, we know Hadadezer’s kingdom was to the north of Damascus, and that David’s forces advanced on them after crossing the Jordan. Thus we can probably assume that Helam was a strong position guarding the northeastern border of Israel. This last describes the Golan Heights which is a thousand feet above the Syrian plain through which Hadadezer’s troops had to have advanced. During that advance, Hadadezer had probably taken time to drive out the Israelite garrisons David had put in the Kingdom of Damascus – 2 Samuel 8:6. This delay was what gave David warning and time enough to gather his army and mount a defense.
2 Samuel 10:19 When all the kings who were vassals of Hadadezer saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they made peace with the Israelites and became subject to them. So the Arameans were afraid to help the Ammonites anymore.

1 Chronicles 19:19 When the vassals of Hadadezer saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they made peace with David and became subject to him. So the Arameans were not willing to help the Ammonites anymore.

The vassals of Hadadezer were the Aramean kingdoms of Rehob, Maacah, and Tob who had sent troops with his to help the Ammonites. They lived on his borders and allied themselves with him because they were afraid of his power. Now they found they had more reason to be afraid of David than of Hadadezer. Hadadezer, however remained the enemy of Israel, but he was too far away to be a threat.
2 Samuel 11:1 In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war,
 David sent Joab out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.

1 Chronicles 20:1 In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, Joab led out the armed forces. He laid waste the land of the Ammonites and went to Rabbah and besieged it, but David remained in Jerusalem. Joab attacked Rabbah and left it in ruins.

We can sympathize with David being tired of war. He had been conducting foreign campaigns against his neighbors for many years. It can be understood that David wanted to take time to enjoy being King. He had also skipped the previous campaign against the Ammonites, which he had left in the capable hands of Joab. However, David had not been made King to enjoy himself. It is noteworthy that the account of Chronicles covers the whole affair with just “Joab attacked Rabbah and left it in ruins.” It was during this period that 2 Samuel has two entire chapters that deal with David’s affair with Bathsheba, and the long, protracted siege that it took to reduce Rabbah. We shall study that in the next lesson.
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� Since Jonathan had died seven years before, Mephibosheth was at least twelve when David came to the united throne. David seemingly was unaware of Mephibosheth, probably because he was born during the six years of David’s exile before Jonathan’s death. During that time David had not talked to Jonathan.


� Joshua 15:7.


� Mephibosheth is called Merib-Baal in the genealogies of 1 Chronicles 8:34-39 and 9:40-44. Mephibosheth means “destroying the shame,” but Merib-Baal means “Baal is my advocate.” Some experts contend that Merib-Baal was the original name, which honored Baal, but after Saul died, the second name was substituted, literally to “destroy the shame” of the first name.


� Saul had two surviving sons by his concubine Rizpah (2 Samuel 21:8), but they would not have been considered legitimate heirs.


� Ziba was clearly a man of substance.


� Jericho was on the road on the way back from Ammon to Jerusalem.


� The Kingdom that David had defeated earlier (2 Samuel 8:3-10).


� This was such a universal phenomenon in the ancient world, that the Romans named the first month of Spring March after Mars, the Roman god of war.
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