Revelation – Lesson 9
Revelation 9:1 – 10:11
In the last lesson we studied Chapter 8 of Revelation. In Chapter 8 the first four trumpets of destruction were sounded. Within these trumpet judgments were described: a huge mountain, all ablaze, thrown into the sea, a great star, blazing like a torch, falling from the sky, and hail and fire mixed with blood. We saw how these things perfectly describe the eruption of a mega volcano and a meteor striking the earth. These things will cause massive destruction over a third part of the earth so that plant life is burned up, much of sea life dies, and most of the shipping is destroyed. It will also poison water supplies, and block out the sun.

We studied how the calendar of the Tribulation period was evidently altered by a change in the orbits of the earth around the sun and the moon around the earth. This will change our current calendar years from 365¼ days to 360 days. It will change the month (lunar cycle) from the current 29½ days to 30 days. The cause of this alteration will evidently be the impact of the meteor. That implies that the event will take place on the first day of the seven year Tribulation.
We also looked at the question of what part of the world these twin disasters would most impact. We concluded that the parts of the world that were most proximate to the impact crater of the meteor and the eruption of the volcano would sustain by far the greatest number of casualties which will come to a third of the world’s population. Coincidentally, a third of the earth’s circumference encompasses the New World. We concluded that the twin disasters will most affect the New World. This would explain why the countries of the Americas do not appear as players in the Tribulation power struggle that takes place mainly around the Mediterranean and Middle East. If any people survive at all from the Western Hemisphere, they will be struggling for mere survival.
So, we can see that the first four trumpets and their disasters will bring immediate distress and many deaths. Then the fifth trumpet sounds. 
Revelation 9:1a The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth.
According to the verse, this will be connected to a star which has fallen to earth. This is probably the same star (meteor) described as the instrument of destruction of the third trumpet. Besides the physical disaster to the earth that will result from the impact of the meteor described in the third trumpet, it will cause a secondary disaster which will follow an indefinite interval.
Revelation 9:1b The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss. 
This would not be a literal key, but is just referring to the power of the key to unlock or to open something. We know that the abyss, in which many fallen angels are confined, is under the earth, so evidently God will allow something about the impact of the meteor to open the shaft to that abyss.
Revelation 9:2a When he it 
 opened the shaft of the 
 Abyss, 
The “star” will open the Abyss. What is the Abyss? It is another name for Sheol or Hell, where many fallen angels are imprisoned. Satan is not imprisoned there now, nor are many of the fallen angels. However, some who have transgressed against the LORD’s boundaries have been imprisoned there. The demons who had possessed the demoniac of Gadara pleaded not to be sentenced to the Abyss (Luke 8:31). Revelation 9:1 makes it evident that God allows the meteor strike to release at least some of the fallen angels imprisoned in the Abyss (or Hell). They will doubtless think that their escape shows that God is not fully in control.
Revelation 9:2b smoke rose from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace.
This part of Hell is described as a place of judgment. Judgment is often associated with fire. Hence, in the vision, smoke pours forth from this place of fire and judgment. Another name for Hell is Hades. All those who are in it at that time are in the grip of Death. This event is part of what was foreshadowed by the fourth horseman of Revelation 6:8a: “I looked, and there before me was a green horse!  Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following close behind him.”
Revelation 9:2c The sun and sky were darkened by the smoke from the Abyss.

It must be remembered that a third of the sun and sky were darkened by the twin tragedies of the meteor and volcano. This is another reason to conclude that this event was connected to those two events.
Revelation 9:3a And out of the smoke locusts came down upon the earth 
Locusts in nature are associated with the destruction of plant life. However, in verse 4, these “locusts” are explicitly disassociated with harm to plants. In interpreting scripture, it is always important to use other scripture to interpret scripture. Locusts occur in scripture in a number of places and are used in a number of ways. They are used in the plague of locusts brought upon the Egyptians when Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites go (Exodus 10:4-19, Psalms 78:46, Psalms 105:34). They are mentioned as a food which can be eaten under the dietary laws (Leviticus 11:22). They are used as a metaphor to describe the enemies of Israel who were as “thick as locusts” (Judges 6:5, 7:12, Jeremiah 46:23, 51:14, 25, Isaiah 33:4). They are used as a metaphor for the transience of the power of the Assyrians. They are mentioned as one of the judgments that would come on Israel when they disobeyed God (Deuteronomy 28:38, Amos 4:9). They were also mentioned by Solomon in his prayer at the dedication of the Temple (1 Kings 8:37, 2 Chronicles 6:28). 
However, for our passage, I think we need to look at how they are used in the book of Joel. There, they are used in a spiritual sense to portray the destruction of Israel’s hope for the Messiah when, in four different waves or swarms, all the descendants of David through the line of Solomon were thought to have been destroyed:
The First Swarm (Circa 848 BC) was when the King of Judah Jehoshaphat was succeeded by his son Jehoram who then proceeded to put all his brothers to the sword along with some of the princes of Israel.

The Second Swarm (Between 848 BC and 841 BC) was when the Philistines attacked Judah, invaded it and carried off all Jehoram’s sons and wives except his wife Athaliah (the daughter of the wicked Ahab and Jezebel) and her son Ahaziah.
The Third Swarm (Circa 841 BC) was when Jehu, the Chief of Staff of the Army of the Northern Kingdom, not only killed his king, Jehoram,  but also killed King Ahaziah and many of the rest of the royal family during a state visit. These were all descendants of Solomon. 
The Fourth Swarm (Circa 841 BC) was when Ahaziah’s mother, Athaliah,
 on hearing of the death of  most of those who could have a possible claim to the throne, proceeded to destroy the rest of the descendants of Solomon, including her own grandchildren.
It was thought at the time that these four “swarms of locusts” had brought an end to the house of Solomon and the promise of a “son of David” who would reign forever.

I think the way locusts are used in Joel, is the way locusts are used in Revelation 9. I think that these highly intelligent beings will use their power to try to rob people of hope. This view of the meaning of locusts is also supported by the comment in Matthew about the ministry of John the Baptist where it makes a point of telling us that John the Baptist came “eating locusts.” He ate locusts both literally and metaphorically. It was metaphorical because he preached the hope in the promise of the coming Messiah.
I believe that these “locusts” of the Tribulation will make nearly the whole world come down with a severe case of depression. The only ones to escape will be those who have believed in the only true hope, Jesus Christ.

Revelation 9:3b and were given power like that of scorpions of the earth.

They are mentioned as having the power like that of scorpions. Why scorpions? Possibly because scorpions carry poison in their tails, and cause extreme pain, but their sting is rarely fatal. By the same token, depression is rarely fatal. Scorpions were also used by the Lord Jesus to speak of demons or unclean spirits when He spoke to the Seventy in Luke:
Luke 10:18-20 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.
 I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”
Revelation 9:4 They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any plant or tree, but only those people who did not have the seal of God on their foreheads.
 
Their power will not be physical, but mental. They will oppress the minds of those who have not believed but will have no impact on those who have the Spirit of God to protect them. Those protected will be the people who have responded to the Gospel of Christ. This is in accord with Ephesians 1:13-14 “And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.”
 
The question is: How will these receive the Gospel, since the Church will have departed just before the Tribulation? 
First, there will be those who respond to the Gospel they had heard before the Church was raptured. 
Second, there will be those who respond to the ministry of the two witnesses recorded in Chapter 11, which begins the day the Tribulation starts. 
Third, there will no doubt be those who respond to visions or the message of elect angels. 
And fourth, there will be those who respond to the Testimony of those who have been saved by the first three means.
Revelation 9:5-6 They were not given power to kill them, but only to torture them for five months. And the agony they suffered was like that of the sting of a scorpion when it strikes a man. During those days men will seek death, but will not find it; they will long to die, but death will elude them.
The depression will cause unbelievers to lose all hope for this world, and long for death, but that depression will not bring death by itself.

Revelation 9:7-8 The locusts looked like horses prepared for battle. On their heads they wore something like crowns of gold, and their faces resembled human faces. Their hair was like women’s hair, and their teeth were like lions’ teeth. 
This image suggests that these beings will be attractive (crowns of gold, human faces, hair like women). However, when they open their mouths to speak, they will be terrifying and destructive (lion’s teeth). These characteristic also describe the Satanic viewpoint they will inspire in the Tribulation. It also describes the viewpoint that is inspired today by the worldly system. On the outside it looks attractive, but in the end, it leads to emptiness and desolation. 
Revelation 9:9 They had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the sound of their wings was like the thundering of many horses and chariots rushing into battle. They had tails and stings like scorpions, and in their tails they had power to torment people for five months. 
The power and size of this horde is immense, but the scope of their power is limited to five months. Why five months? We don’t know. Events subsequently described suggest this limit will have something to do with the ministry of the two witnesses.
Revelation 9:11 They had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon.
Evidently, while in the Abyss, these fallen angels have had a leader. It is not Satan. His name, Apollyon, in both Hebrew and Greek means “destroyer.”
 This fallen angel seems to be distinct from Satan, as Satan is not confined to the Abyss until the end of the Tribulation. He probably has no access to it at any time before that. This brings up interesting questions as to the relationship of Satan to this leader in the ancient Angelic Conflict.
 They are questions to which we have no answers.
Although the power of these demons is diminished after five months, they will evidently not be removed. We know this because their leader Apollyon “the destroyer” is the one who will kill the two witnesses, Moses and Elijah, in Jerusalem at the midpoint of the Tribulation.
 This suggests that those two will be the ones who are instrumental in limiting the power of the demons under the leadership of Apollyon.
Revelation 9:12 The first woe is past; two other woes are yet to come.
The other two woes are related to the sixth and seventh trumpets.

Revelation 9:13 The sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and I heard a voice coming from the horns of the golden altar that is before God. 
Again, here is a reference to the Golden Altar of incense (Revelation 8:3) which stood outside of the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle and Temple. The Golden Altar of Incense spoke of the righteous life of Christ (the sweet-smelling incense rising as smoke toward God), and His death for our sins (the fire which spoke of judgment). So, the voice is the voice of Christ.
Revelation 9:14 It said to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.”
These are angels that are bound or imprisoned. They are clearly fallen angels. The entrance to their prison is at the Euphrates River in the Middle East. This could be anywhere along its 1700-mile course, which begins in the mountains of Eastern Turkey, and runs through Syria, and Iraq and ends up at the Persian Gulf. Since this was the location of the center of human civilization before the flood, this may be the prison of the fallen angels mentioned in Genesis 6:1-4 and Jude 1:6.
Revelation 9:15 And the four angels who had been kept ready for this very hour and day and month and year were released to kill a third of mankind.
Contrary to the first group, these fallen angels had the power to kill in some way.

Revelation 9:16 The number of the mounted troops horse army 
  was two hundred million.
 I heard their number.

They evidently had under their authority, 200 million fallen angels or demons. This army could be made up of some of demons that were released from Hell. It could also include all some of the demons who currently are confined to the surface of the earth. Many modern interpreters have interpreted these 200 million as the human army of Red China who are marching to the Battle of Armageddon. I submit that this event clearly takes place in the first half of the Tribulation, not just before Armageddon which is the culminating event of the second half of the Tribulation.

Revelation 9:17-19 The horses and riders I saw in my vision looked like this: Their breastplates were fiery red, dark blue, and yellow as sulfur fiery, very dark red, and as brimstone.
 The heads of the horses resembled the heads of lions, and out of their mouths came fire, smoke and sulfur. A third of mankind 
 was killed by the three plagues of fire, smoke and sulfur that came out of their mouths. The power of the horses was in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails were like snakes, having heads with which they inflict injury. 
I submit that it seems possible that the way these demons destroyed was to inspire the human survivors to go to war in a battle of the survival of the fittest or strongest. The description of them certainly fits in some ways the description of modern warfare, with firearms and gunpowder (fire, smoke, and sulfur). As opposed to the first group of fallen angels, who had tails like scorpions, these had tails like snakes, whose bite can kill. It also could be argued that the three plagues are merely symbols of hell. Or it could be argued that the three plagues indicated were raging fires, the choking smoke that they produced, and volcanic activity which also produces fire and smoke. In other words, I have no firm opinion either way. Whatever means they used their effect was the massive loss of life. They will kill one third of the two thirds that were not killed in the previous disasters. That will mean that one half of the original population on the earth, that were left after the Rapture, will have been killed in the first half of the Tribulation.
Revelation 9:20-21 The rest of mankind that were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the work of their hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and wood—idols that cannot see or hear or walk. Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual immorality or their thefts.

The reason God will allow these disasters to occur will be to drive humanity to repent from worshipping false Gods, including the works of their hands. Although many do turn to Jesus Christ, sadly most evidently do not.

Revelation 10:1 Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was robed in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars. 

Next, we see an angel coming down from heaven. Clearly this is a messenger from God. The symbols of the cloud, the rainbow, the sun, and the fiery pillars associated with this angel are all associated with God. God is associated with a cloud or a pillar of cloud in the Exodus. The rainbow is also associated with God (Ezekiel 1:28, Genesis 9:13, Revelation 4:3). Jesus Christ is described as having a face shining like the sun (Matthew17:2, Revelation 1:17). The legs like fiery pillars are reminiscent of the pillar of fire which led the Children of Israel in the Exodus.
Revelation 10:2-3a He was holding a little scroll, which lay open in his hand. He planted his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, and he gave a loud shout like the roar of a lion.

Since, in the ancient world, the planting of a ruler’s foot on something symbolized his sovereignty over it, I believe that here, the planting of the angel’s right foot on the sea and left foot on the land is the assurance that the Word of God still has control of what is about to happen. I believe that this refers to the passage in Hosea:

Hosea11:9b “For I am God, and not man-- the Holy One among you. I will not come in wrath. They will follow the LORD; he will roar like a lion. When he roars, his children will come trembling from the west.” 
I believe the “roar of the lion” refers to the appeal of Christ’s gospel in this first half of the Tribulation. Jesus is called “the lion of Judah.”

Revelation 10:3b-4 When he shouted, the voices of the seven thunders spoke. And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven say, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it down.”
 

We also know that thunder is often identified in scripture with the voice of God as in:

1 Samuel 2:9-10: “He will guard the feet of his saints, but the wicked will be silenced in darkness. ‘It is not by strength that one prevails; those who oppose the LORD will be shattered. He will thunder against them from heaven; the LORD will judge the ends of the earth.’”

Isaiah even seems to point at this Tribulation period: 
Isaiah 33:3-4 “At the thunder of your voice, the peoples flee; when you rise up, the nations scatter. Your plunder, O nations, is harvested as by young locusts; like a swarm of locusts pouncing on it.”

Of course, we also have the following passage from Jesus’ life: 
John 12:27-30 “‘Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.’ The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. Jesus said, ‘This voice was for your benefit, not mine.’” 

At that time, I believe that what would happen in the next three years of the Tribulation were revealed to John, but he was forbidden to record it. All this time, from the very first, John had been writing down the things he was told and was seeing:

Revelation 1:19 “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later.” 
Now he was told not to write. Why? Perhaps, it is because the seven thunders detail how the lion’s roar will go out, and because Satan must not know. If he does, he will hinder it. We won’t know for sure what they mean until the seven thunders are revealed by transpiring.
Revelation 10:5-6a Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven. And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, 
The angel was swearing by Jesus Christ. We know this because it was Jesus in His pre-incarnate form who was the one who created all things according to John 1:3, Hebrews 1:2-3, Colossians 1:16-17.
Revelation 10:6b-7 and said, “There will be no more delay! But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the prophets.” 

The “days when the seventh angel sounds his trumpet” refers to the last three and a half years of the Tribulation. The start of that last half will be revealed in Revelation 11.

The “mystery of God” seems to refer to the revealing of the man of sin, the rise of the great world empire, and the great battles culminating in Armageddon, which are all part of the second half of the Tribulation. These were all major themes of the prophets of the Old Testament. By contrast, little was said in the Old Testament of the first half of the Tribulation.
Revelation 10:8 Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me once more: “Go, take the scroll that lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” 
This referred to the voice coming from horns of the Golden Altar in Revelation 9:13. Again, the voice is the voice of Christ.
Revelation 10:9-10 So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me, “Take it and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour (or bitter), but in your mouth it will be as sweet as honey.”
 I took the little scroll from the angel’s hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour. 
This passage is best interpreted in the light of the following passage:

Ezekiel 3:1-14 “And he (the LORD) said to me, ‘Son of man, eat what is before you, eat this scroll; then go and speak to the house of Israel.’ So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. Then he said to me, ‘Son of man, eat this scroll I am giving you and fill your stomach with it.’ So I ate it, and it tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth. He then said to me: ‘Son of man, go now to the house of Israel and speak my words to them. You are not being sent to a people of obscure speech and difficult language, but to the house of Israel not to many peoples of obscure speech and difficult language, whose words you cannot understand. Surely if I had sent you to them, they would have listened to you. But the house of Israel is not willing to listen to you because they are not willing to listen to me, for the whole house of Israel is hardened and obstinate. But I will make you as unyielding and hardened as they are. I will make your forehead like the hardest stone, harder than flint. Do not be afraid of them or terrified by them, though they are a rebellious house.’ And he said to me, ‘Son of man, listen carefully and take to heart all the words I speak to you. Go now to your countrymen in exile and speak to them. Say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says,’ whether they listen or fail to listen.’ Then the Spirit lifted me up, and I heard behind me a loud rumbling sound--May the glory of the LORD be praised in his dwelling place!-- the sound of the wings of the living creatures things brushing against each other and the sound of the wheels beside them, a loud rumbling sound. The Spirit then lifted me up and took me away, and I went in bitterness and in the anger of my spirit, with the strong hand of the LORD upon me.”
In the Ezekiel passage the message was sweet, it was the call of Israel back to God. The result was bitter because so many of the house of Israel rejected it. I believe that it is the same in the passage in Revelation. The news that God is finally going to bring in His kingdom, “just as he announced to his servants the prophets” is sweet. The fact that so many will reject His kingdom and choose condemnation isn’t pleasant to the LORD or to John. As the LORD spoke to Ezekiel: Ezekiel 18:23 “Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked? declares the Sovereign LORD. Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and live?”
Revelation 10:11 Then I was told, “You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages and kings.”

John was told to resume writing what he saw after having been told to leave out the message of the seven thunders. The last half of the Tribulation, about which he was about to write prophecy, would concern the half of the world’s population that will have survived to that point.
� This could be translated “he” or “it.” In this case the “it” is the star.


� The phrase “the shaft of” is included here, and is translated by the RSV. We might conclude from Ezekiel 26:19-21 that the shaft of the Abyss is be deep under the sea.


� Athaliah was the daughter of the infamous Jezebel.


� Of course scripture records how one baby son, Joash was hidden and saved (2 Kings 11:2, 2 Chronicles 22:11) so the legal line of Solomon was preserved. However, the blood line of Jesus Christ actually came through David’s third son by Bathsheba, Nathan (Luke 3:23-38).


� A vision of what will happen at the end of the Tribulation (Revelation 12:9), but which was ensured when Jesus “bruised” the serpent’s head on the Cross.


� Some have argued that this refers to the 144,000 who were so marked in Revelation 7:3-8.


� Also see 2 Corinthians 1:21-22.


�Two verses which may refer to this creature. Isaiah 54:16 “See, it is I who created the blacksmith who fans the coals into flame and forges a weapon fit for its work. And it is I who have created the destroyer to work havoc.”


Isaiah 33:1 “Woe to you, O destroyer, you who have not been destroyed! Woe to you, O traitor, you who have not been betrayed! When you stop destroying, you will be destroyed; when you stop betraying, you will be betrayed.”


� This would contradict Milton’s idea in his work “Paradise Lost” that Satan ruled in Hell.


� Revelation 11:7 “Now when they (the two witnesses) have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack them and overpower and kill them.”


� More literally “a horse army.” The demons released from the pit are said to “look like horses” (Revelation 9:7).


� Some have proclaimed that these are human soldiers of the Kings of the East. I do not see this as necessarily indicated at all. They look to me more like demon forces under the command of the four fallen angels.


� I have no doubt that, when the mounted Mongol Golden Horde started sweeping west in the 13th Century AD, Christians in the west were sure this prophecy was speaking of them.


� According to the Strong’s this should read “their breastplates were fiery, very dark red, and as brimstone.” This also coincides with the color associated with the three plagues, fire, smoke and brimstone (sulfur). Wherever the NIV got dark blue I do not think it is valid.


� One cannot help noticing that one third is repeatedly used as the number of cursing. It is the number associated with Satan and his angels. 


� From the placement of the seven thunders it would appear that they have to do with the revelation of the “man of sin” (2 Thessalonians 2:3), also known as the first beast of Revelation.


� Also see Job 26:14b, Psalms 37:4-5, Psalms 18:13, Psalms 29:3, Psalms 68:32-33


� See Ezekiel 3:3
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