Revelation – Lesson 8
Revelation 8:1-13
Last time we studied Chapter 7 of Revelation. In Chapter 7 there were two primary things revealed. First, before the drama of the Tribulation was to unfold, 144,000 descendants of the tribes of Israel were to be sealed for a task to be revealed. We studied the reasons to believe that these will, like the two witnesses of Revelation 11, be chosen from among those descendants of Jacob from the Age of Israel who had died before Israel had fulfilled its mission of preaching to the whole world. It had been given 490 years to fulfill that mission. However, the Age of Israel had been interrupted after 483 years in 30 AD when Pentecost came, and the Church Age had begun. That left seven years for the ancient believers from Israel to complete the mission they had been given. The 144,000 will have that job in the last half of the Tribulation. The two witnesses will be Moses and Elijah. They will minister during the first half of the Tribulation. We will study the two witnesses of Revelation 11 at the proper time.
The second thing which was revealed was the great multitude from every nation, tribe, people and language, who will stand before the throne and in front of the Lamb, wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their hands. We saw that these were all the Old and New Testament believers who were anxious to celebrate the Great Ingathering that will take place at the end of the Tribulation when Jesus has taken back the world.
 Also among these will be those who had “come out from the great Tribulation.” In other words, these were those who had been taken out of the world by the Rapture of the Church and had missed the Tribulation.
At the close of the chapter, John described the tableau that was presented to him to show things that will happen in the future. He described loud acclaim and the worship of the assembled multitude of elect angels and mankind saying “Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!”
All the things described in Revelation 7 had been presented in the interim after the first six seals of the Scroll had been opened by “the Lamb on the throne” as described in Revelation 6. Those seals had given the results of the disasters that began at the beginning of the Tribulation. When the seventh seal was opened, John was shown the causes of those disasters.
Revelation 8:1 When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 

In the previous verses we saw the Raptured Saints before the throne of God. Here was seen a total silence for about half an hour. I believe this was speaking of the interval that will lie between the Rapture of the Church and the beginning of the Tribulation. My study of scripture indicates that interval will probably last 10 days. That is the amount of time between the Rapture of the Church on the Feast of Trumpets (1 Tishri) and the start of the Tribulation on the day after the Day of Atonement (11 Tishri).

To arrive at this conclusion, I have considered the patterns of the feasts which have already been fulfilled. Those fulfilled feasts are Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of First Fruits, and Pentecost. The shadow meaning of each of those feasts was fulfilled on the actual day of those feasts. Jesus was crucified at the exact moment the Passover was to be sacrificed (twilight on 14 Nisan). His body, signifying the Bread of Heaven, was buried on the Feast of Unleavened Bread (15 Nisan). He was raised on the Feast of Firstfruits as the first fruits from the dead:

1 Corinthians 15:20 “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”

These three feasts were all fulfilled within four days in 30 AD. The next Feast in the Holy Calendar was the Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost. It was to be an offering of “new grain” counting from the Weekly Sabbath following the Feast of Unleavened Bread. The “new grain” was the new age of the Church. This commenced on Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was poured out:

Acts 2:1 “When the day of Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all together in one place.”
I think that we can justifiably conclude that the other Feasts will also be fulfilled on the day of the Feast. There are certainly strong indications in scripture that the Rapture will occur on the Feast of Trumpets which is the 1st day of the seventh Jewish month.
 
Leviticus 23:23-25 “The LORD said to Moses, ‘Say to the Israelites: ‘On the first day of the seventh month you are to have a day of rest, a sacred assembly commemorated with trumpet blasts. Do no regular work, but present an offering made to the LORD by fire.’’”
The following are the New Testament prophecies of that event. Notice that both emphasize the blast of trumpets.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 “Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.
 According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise stand forth 
 first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so, we will be with the Lord forever.”

1 Corinthians 15:51-54 “Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed-- in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised stand forth 
 imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”

There are also strong indications that the seven-year Tribulation will conclude with the Day of Atonement on the 10th day of Tishri.
 That will be the day Jesus Christ arrives in Jerusalem to present His Sacrifice before the Father, His personal atonement for the nation Israel. That will ratify and justify the establishment of the Kingdom of Israel, with Himself as King.

That would mean that the Tribulation would begin seven years earlier on the 11th day of Tishri, ten days after the Rapture of the Church (the end of the Church Age) on the 1st day of Tishri. Co-incidentally, that is also the number of days between the Ascension of Jesus Christ,
 and the beginning of the Church Age in 30 AD. For our LORD of symmetry and order, it would seem fitting that He would bookend the Church Age with two ten-day periods.
If this is true, it would mean that following the Rapture of the Church, the unsaved of the world would have ten days to respond to that miracle. Hopefully, they will also have to the testimony of the Gospel that those who are the last of the Church Age, will have made. After that, massive destruction will begin to crash upon the world. It is also interesting to consider that our verse says the period was “about half an hour.” Interestingly, if we consider the seven-year period of the Tribulation from the standpoint of the prophecy of Daniel 9, which calls it a “week”, then each year is a “day.” Interestingly, ten days out of a 360-day year is 1/36th of a year. Half an hour out of a 24-hour day is 1/24th of a day. So, ten days, in this prophetical sense, could easily be seen as “about half an hour.”
Revelation 8:2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God,
 and to them were given seven trumpets.

These are seven trumpets of destruction. Interestingly, we saw a shadow of these seven trumpets in the Book of Joshua, at the destruction of Jericho, at the beginning of the Age of Israel: 

Joshua 6:2-5 “Then the LORD said to Joshua, ‘See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its fighting men. March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have all the people give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the people will go up, every man straight in.”
This can be easily seen as a shadow showing the times of the earth. The first six days Israel (representing God’s Prince) marched around the city looks to represent the first six millennia of human history. The seventh day looks to represent the last thousand years of the Millennium. It will begin with the seven times march around the city of Jericho (Satan’s kingdom) which represents the seven years of the Tribulation. After the seventh circuit, the city fell suddenly.

Revelation 8:3 Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all the saints, on the golden altar before the throne. 
Although it isn’t expressly stated until later, the scene that is presented in heaven to John includes the Temple of God in Heaven. In that Temple is an Altar of Fire and a Golden Altar of Incense just as there was in the earthly Tabernacle and Temples.

A censer was a pan filled with live coals onto which incense was added. This sent up the smoke and the aroma of the incense toward heaven. Such a censer was used on the Day of Atonement before the High Priest entered the Holy of Holies:

Leviticus 16:12-13 “He is to take a censer full of burning coals from the altar before the LORD and two handfuls of finely ground fragrant incense and take them behind the curtain. He is to put the incense on the fire before the LORD, and the smoke of the incense will conceal the atonement cover above the Testimony, so that he will not die.”

This seems to be drawing on the imagery of the Tabernacle where the Golden Altar of Incense was just in front of the curtain to the Holy of Holies where God’s presence was above the mercy seat on the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 30:1-6). The incense was carried before the LORD on the Day of Atonement. My conjectured timetable calls for the LORD to begin the Tribulation just after the Day of Atonement. That would seem to be the shadow presented here, as just after the angel carries the incense burning in the censer before the presence of the LORD, judgment begins.
Revelation 8:4 The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of the saints, went up before God from the angel’s hand. 

Here the angel first entered before the throne with the prayers of the saints. The prayers of the saints (all believers) tends to one theme; “How long?” (Revelation 6:10) and “Come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20) In the tableau presented to John, those prayers were about to be answered.
Revelation 8:5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar,
 and hurled it on the earth;
 and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake. 

Then the angel turned back to the Golden Altar of Incense and gathered fire from the altar (representing judgment) and cast it on the earth. This started the Tribulation. At last the LORD was answering the prayers of the saints for judgment on the earth and for His coming. It would take another seven years for that to be completed. The LORD knew there were still many people of those left on the earth that would believe in Him in the circumstances of the Tribulation, was about to begin.
Revelation 8:6 Then the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to sound them. 

Here began the seven trumpet judgments of Revelation. These trumpets give us the details of the disasters already partially re ἀνίστημι {ä-nē'-stā-mē}vealed in the unsealing of the first six seals.
Revelation 8:7 The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed with blood, and it was hurled down upon the earth. A third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up. 

The opening disaster will leave a third of all the earth with no vegetation left alive. Revelation 9:4 makes it clear that the grass on the other two thirds of the earth survived.
Revelation 8:8a The second angel sounded his trumpet, and something like a huge mountain, all ablaze, was thrown into the sea.
The huge mountain thrown into the sea seems to describe a volcano. Scientists tell us that there are several mega-volcanoes on the earth whose eruption could devastate whole continents and change the weather for years to come. Clearly, this event will be on a similar scale. 

Revelation 8:8b-9a A third of the sea turned into blood, a third of the living creatures in the sea died, 
It must be remembered that this was a vision representing the nature of things to come. It seems likely to me that this just meant that a third of life in the sea died. 
Revelation 8:9b and a third of the ships were destroyed.

This could be attributed to the massive tsunamis accompanying the events.

Revelation 8:10a The third angel sounded his trumpet, and a great star, blazing like a torch, fell from the sky
This, along with the massive volcanic explosion, was the second disaster. What is described here is a great meteor which strikes earth with enormous force and destruction. It would cause an enormous amount of debris to be thrown into the atmosphere. It might even be speculated that its impact might have triggered the volcanic eruption. As we shall see, it also will have an impact on the orbit of the earth.
Revelation 8:10b-11 on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water-- the name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters turned bitter, and many people died from the waters that had become bitter. 

Much of the debris cast up by both the meteor and the volcano will fall on the waters and poison them.
 The Greek word here translated “Wormwood” is ἀψίνθιον {ä-psē'n-thē-on}. It refers to the artemisia absinthium of botanists. It is noted for its intense bitterness. This also speaks of the voluntary choice of those people to have chosen to drink from the cup of bitterness instead of the cup of the Lord (salvation). The name by which the Greeks designated it, absinthion, means “undrinkable.”
Revelation 8:12 The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them turned dark. A third of the day was without light, and also a third of the night. 

The first four trumpet blasts appear to be disasters that happen simultaneously on the earth on the very first day of the Tribulation. They are all clearly connected by the fact that they affect one third of the earth. These disasters have both causes and effects. The first four trumpet judgments of Revelation 8:7-12 describe three causes and many affects.
The causes:

1. “A huge mountain, all ablaze, was thrown into the sea.”

2. “A great star, blazing like a torch, fell from the sky.”

3. “There came hail and fire mixed with blood.”

In the last ten years there have been many books, articles, TV programs, and movies which speculate about disasters that could destroy life on the earth. Two of the most discussed are mentioned in Revelation. There is the eruption of a mega-volcano, called in Revelation “a huge mountain, all ablaze, thrown into the sea.” This perfectly describes what happened on Krakatau, off the coast of Sumatra, in 1883. Scientists tell us that there are other places this could happen with far more devastating effects. There is also the collision of a large meteor with the earth, called in Revelation “a great star, blazing like a torch, falling from the sky.” Understanding that in the ancient world “a star” was any bright object in the sky, this perfectly describes what a meteor striking the earth would look like. According to scientists, either of these two calamities would cause an enormous ash cloud that would produce something that would closely match the description we have in Revelation of “hail and fire mixed with blood.”
According to Revelation, these causes would produce these results:

1. A third of the earth, trees, and green grass will be burned up. As the ash cloud settles on plant life they will die for lack of exposure to light. The ash cloud will also prevent rain which will cause draught.

2. A third of the sea will be turned into blood. This just means that a third of the living creatures in the sea will die. Also, a third of the ships will be destroyed. Both a meteor strike and the explosion of a mega-volcano will create a tremendous pollution of the sea, rising of water temperatures, underwater shock waves, and giant tsunamis which could account for both results.

3. A third of the waters on the land will turn bitter, and many people will die from the waters that had become bitter. Again, the contents of the ash clouds would pollute the ground water.

4. A third of the sun will be struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them turned dark.
 A third of the day was without light, and a third of the night. This could be accounted for by the ash cloud which began by covering a third of the earth but would spread.
How the Account of the Meteor Strike Explains an Anomaly in Scripture
In scripture we have what seems to be a chronological anomaly. We are given the length of the Tribulation in years, months, and days. We are told that it is seven years long, 84 months long, and 2520 days long. First, we must understand that in Biblical terms, a month (from the word moon) is the time from one new moon to the next. A year is the time that it takes the earth to make one full circuit around the sun. If we look at the movement of the planets today, we would see that each year is 365¼ days, and each lunar month is 29½ days. Thus, if that same circuit time of the earth and moon was in effect in the Tribulation, seven years would be equal to 2556¾ days (7 x 365¼), and 84 months would be equal to 2478 days (84 x 29½). Clearly, in the Tribulation something has changed in the circuit time of the earth and moon. Either that, or God can’t do math. I believe that the latter is impossible. 

We already know from Daniel 9 that the Tribulation is the 70th week (a “week” being seven years) of the age of Israel that has been held in abeyance. 
Daniel 9:24-27 “Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy. Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed. He will confirm a covenant impose a treaty with the many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing [of the temple] he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.”
This passage says that the final seven years will be split into two halves. 
The following passage establishes the first half of the tribulation at forty-two months and 1260 days: 

Revelation 11:1-3 I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, “Go and measure the temple of God and the altar and count the worshipers there. But exclude the outer court; do not measure it, because it has been given to the Gentiles. They will trample on the holy city for 42 months. And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.”

The next passage establishes the second half of the tribulation at three and a half years (“a time, times and half a time”)
 and 1260 days:
Revelation 12:6, 14 “The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days.” ---  “The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in the desert, where she would be taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent’s reach.”

As the cycle of the moon and the earth is at the present time, each lunar cycle is 29½ days long, and each year is 365¼ days, Yet clearly, in the seven years of the Tribulation there are 84 lunar months of 30 days each which add up to 2520 days (84 months x 30 days per month = 2520 days), and two three and a half year periods of 1260 days which also add up to 2520 days (1260 + 1260 = 2520). The lunar and solar cycles described are the same as those that applied in Genesis.
 They are also implied to have been the ancient cycle by the 360 degrees in a circle (a degree for each day that the earth circled the sun) which were passed down to us by ancient Babylonian astronomers over 3000 years ago. The question is, how will we go from our current cycle to the Tribulational cycle? This is not specifically stated in Revelation, but the first four trumpet judgments include an item that could alter the orbit of the earth around the sun (and consequently, the orbit of the moon around the earth). It is the massive meteor strike described (twice) as a star falling to earth. There is a verse in Isaiah about the end times which sounds like it might be speaking about this:
Isaiah 13:13 “Therefore I will make the heavens tremble; and the earth will shake from its place at the wrath of the LORD Almighty, in the day of his burning anger.” 
If this is the correct interpretation of how the change in the cycles of the earth and moon takes place, it means that this event will happen on the first day of the Tribulation
A Possible Implication
One of the favorite questions of people regarding to the Tribulation is “Where is the United States in the Tribulation? Certainly, if the Rapture occurred tomorrow, it is hard to see how the political maneuvering of the Tribulation could be played out without the considerable influence of the world’s strongest political, military, and economic power. Yet we don’t see the U.S, in Revelation, or any of the last times prophecies. To me, chapter 8 provides the answer. The opening disasters of the Tribulation are a meteor strike and a gigantic volcanic eruption. These are location specific. In other words, the consequences of the disasters are far worse in the one third of the world which is in their vicinity. Of course, we know that in the outcome, the Tribulation will result in the deaths of all who do not repent and believe in the LORD. So where will these disasters strike? We know they will not destroy the area around the Middle East because that is where the last half of the Tribulation will be played out with the armies of those areas gathering in Israel. My answer is that these disasters will strike the Western Hemisphere. Why? The reason is because the people living there are living in “Christian” societies. They have been exposed to the Gospel. After the Christians in the Western Hemisphere are taken to the LORD at the Rapture, those who are left behind will have less excuse than the people in Asia and Africa who have not heard the Gospel. I believe that God is fair, and he will give those people longer to repent. Coincidentally, the western hemisphere (the New World) stretches east to west 8,000 miles. That is one third of the earth’s circumference. So, the reason the U.S. or the New World isn’t in End Time prophecies is that it and the Western Hemisphere will have been the third that have suffered most from the disasters of the first Four Trumpet Judgments. They will be mostly a smoldering ruin. The few unbelievers that will survive will be lucky to feed themselves. We should remember that they will also have had ten days after the Rapture to make things right with God by trusting in Jesus Christ.
Continuing with Revelation
Revelation 8:13 As I watched, I heard an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice: “Woe! Woe! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by the other three angels!”

After the first four trumpets sounded there was immediate distress and many deaths. The three woes sounded by the eagle apparently are related in turn to the last three trumpets and the woes still to come.

� Isaiah 27:12-23, Isaiah 49:17-18, Isaiah 66:19-20 


� The month is named “Tishri.”  It usually coincides with parts of September and October. The Feast of Trumpets is also called Rosh Hashanah by the Jews. It is considered the first day of the Jewish year on their civil calendar, though only the first day of the seventh month on their sacred calendar.


� This indicates that the “dead in Christ” will not rise out of their graves, but having been in Heaven with the Lord, they will come with Him to stand forth (see succeeding verses) to greet the arisen “those who are alive and remain.”


� The Greek word here is ἀνίστημι {ä-nē'-stā-mē} which is more often on the order of “stand up to go forth.” It is used just this way in Matthew 9:9 “And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose (ἀνίστημι {ä-nē'-stā-mē}) and followed him.” In the 7 times it is used in Matthew it is used to mean “to stand up to go forth.”


� The Greek word here is ἐγείρω {e-gā'-rō} which is more often on the order of “stand up to go forth.” It is used just that way in Matthew 2:14 “When he (Joseph) arose (ἐγείρω), he took the young child (Jesus) and his mother (Mary) by night and departed into Egypt.” It is also used that way in Matthew 3:9 “And think not to say within yourselves, We (the Jews) have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up (ἐγείρω) children unto Abraham.” In the 31 times it is used in Matthew, 20 times it is used to mean “to stand up to go forth.”


� Leviticus 23:26-32 “The LORD said to Moses, ‘The tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement.’”


Ezekiel 16:60-63 “Yet I will remember the covenant I made with you in the days of your youth, and I will establish an everlasting covenant with you. Then you will remember your ways and be ashamed when you receive your sisters, both those who are older than you and those who are younger. I will give them to you as daughters, but not on the basis of my covenant with you. So, I will establish my covenant with you, and you will know that I am the LORD. Then, when I make atonement for you for all you have done, you will remember and be ashamed and never again open your mouth because of your humiliation, declares the Sovereign LORD.’”


� Acts 1:3 “After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.”


The giving of the Holy Spirit (the beginning of the Church Age) occurred on Pentecost, which is fifty days after the first Sabbath after Passover. Leviticus 23:15-17 “From the day after the Sabbath, the day you brought the sheaf of the wave offering (the wave offering at the Feast of Firstfruits / Passover feast), count off seven full weeks. Count off fifty days up to the day after the seventh Sabbath (the first Sabbath was the day before Jesus was raised again), and then present an offering of new grain to the LORD. From wherever you live, bring two loaves made of two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour, baked with yeast, as a wave offering of firstfruits to the LORD.”


Acts 2:1-4 “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.”


Hence between Jesus’ ascension, 40 days after Passover, and the giving of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost was ten days.


� These seven angels are not mentioned previously in scripture. They may be the same seven angels who bring the seven last plagues later in Revelation (Revelation 15:1).


� The smoke of the incense represented the death (the fire) and the righteous life (the incense) of the Messiah to come. The imagery presents a Spiritual truth. Because the LORD saw the smoke rather than the person, the priest was allowed into the LORD’s presence. In the same way, the LORD does not see our sins and unrighteousness, He sees the work of Christ.





� Although there were two altars in the Tabernacle and Temple, the Brazen Altar and the Golden Altar of Incense, this would have been the Golden Altar of Incense, which had just been mentioned.


� The cross of Christ is both the salvation of the earth and the destruction of it. The rejection of God’s grace on the cross is the final justification for judgment. In the same way, water is used in scripture as a figure to speak of both deliverance and destruction.


� This might also be the cause of the death of the fish in the sea.


� It is possible that this is also connected figuratively to the third of the stars (fallen angels) being flung to earth with Satan (Revelation 12:4).


� A time is one year, times are two years, and half a time is half a year.


� There is a pretty clear indication from both the Bible and secular sources that when God restored the world in Genesis, He instituted a perfect chronological system whereby the earth circled the Sun every 360 days, and the Moon circled the Earth every 30 days. There were exactly twelve months to a year. Every month was exactly one cycle of the moon. That this system was in effect at the time of Noah’s flood is shown by a logical examination of the following verses:


Genesis 7:11 “In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the second month--on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened.”


Genesis 7:24 “The waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days.” 


Genesis 8:1 “But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded.”


Genesis 8:4 “and on the seventeenth day of the seventh month the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat.”


We must conclude that the Ark came to rest at Ararat the day the waters began to recede. The Ark couldn’t have come to rest before that. This was a period of 150 days. This period is also described as from “the seventeenth day of the second month” to “the seventeenth day of the seventh month.” Logic forces us then to conclude that at that time five months was 150 days. At the present time five lunar months would be 147½ days. We also therefore must conclude that there has been a change in the cycles of the moon since Noah’s time. If the end of the 150-day period did not coincide with the 17th day of the 7th month, then it could only have been later as the waters receded further. This would have made for an even longer month than 30 days.
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