Revelation – Lesson 23
Revelation 21:2 - 27
The last verse we looked at in the previous lesson was Revelation 21:1a:

Revelation 21:1a Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
As we pointed out earlier, John’s narrative in Revelation 20 passed over the Millennium to focus on the judgment at the beginning and end of the Millennium. Here, having finished with that, he sees a vision of the new heaven and new earth, which had, in fact, been created at the beginning of the Millennium and will exist forever.
Revelation 21:1b and there was no longer any sea.

In scripture the word “sea” can have several meanings.
1. It can refer to all the seas on the earth. 
2. It can refer to just one sea, like the Dead Sea or the Mediterranean Sea.

3. It can be symbolic, referring to overwhelming judgment. 
As for the first I do not believe this can refer to all the seas because that would seem to contradict the following prophecies which refer to the time after the Lord returns:

Zechariah 14:6-8 “On that day there will be no light, no cold or frost. It will be a unique day, without daytime or nighttime--a day known to the LORD. When evening comes, there will be light. On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half to the eastern sea and half to the western sea, in summer and in winter.”

Jeremiah 31:35-36 “This is what the LORD says, he who appoints the sun to shine by day, who decrees the moon and stars to shine by night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar-- the LORD Almighty is his name: ‘Only if these decrees vanish from my sight,’ declares the LORD, ‘will the descendants of Israel ever cease to be a nation before me.’”

Isaiah 11:9 “They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.”
Jeremiah 5:22 “‘Should you not fear me?’ declares the LORD. ‘Should you not tremble in my presence? I made the sand a boundary for the sea, an everlasting barrier it cannot cross. The waves may roll, but they cannot prevail; they may roar, but they cannot cross it.’”
As for the second, it cannot refer to just the Dead Sea or the Mediterranean Sea because those are the two seas mentioned in Zechariah 14:6-8 (quoted just above).
That leaves us with the third.
 Other instances of the sea being used for judgment were at the beginning when the earth had become empty: Genesis 1:2 “Now the earth became formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” Another instance was when the antediluvian (pre-flood) civilization was destroyed at the time of Noah. Now, at this time of renewal, the earth will undergo a third destruction (though not by a flood of water).
 I believe this is what is referred to here. There will be no more overwhelming floods of destruction as there had been three times before.
Revelation 21:2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.

In this vision, the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, was portrayed to John as a bride. This image speaks of all believers of the history before the Millennium, particularly including the Age of Israel and the Church. We studied the background for this in Lesson 20 when we studied Revelation 19:6-9: “Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the sound of many and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: ‘Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.’ (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) Then the angel said to me, ‘Write: ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!’’”

This coming down of the bride, the new Jerusalem, would seem to be the occasion of the “Wedding of the Lamb.” The Lamb of God is Jesus Christ, and the new Jerusalem is the bride consisting of all believers who have their resurrection bodies. This was also described earlier 
 as the “first resurrection.”
Revelation 21:3-4 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

The scene here is at the beginning of the Millennium. This brings up the question, how do we reconcile this with the passage in Isaiah? 

Isaiah 65:19-20: “I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more. “Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his years; he who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere youth;  he who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed.” 

The Isaiah passage would seem to indicate death as a possibility. Also, we know that at the end of that time all the unbelievers who join the revolt against Satan will be transported to the judgment at the Great White Throne. What is the answer? I do not know. There are several possible answers. Perhaps those who take part in the rebellion never undergo the physical death of the body. Perhaps the passage in Isaiah merely indicates that if one died at a hundred he would be considered a mere youth. Perhaps it means that the promise of no death will only apply to those who choose to be His people and choose Him to be their God. 

Revelation 21:5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

All I know for sure is that all scripture will be perfectly fulfilled although our current understanding of it is imperfect (though hopefully getting better).

Revelation 21:6a He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. 
The Greek text has only the letters Α {Alpha} and Ω {Omega} which are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. The use of letters emphasizes that Jesus is the “Word” of God. The words ἡ ἀρχὴ καὶ τὸ τέλος - “the Beginning and the End” tell us that Jesus Christ is both the foundation and culmination of God’s plan. This agrees with Isaiah 44:6 “This is what the LORD says -- Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God.” 
Revelation 21:6b To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 

This is a version of the promise that all who seek God will be shown the truth and the way to the “spring of the water of life” which is Jesus Christ.
Revelation 21:7 He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 

There are two categories of people included in verses seven and eight. They are the same categories that were considered at the Great White Throne judgment. There the two categories were those whose names were written in the Book of Life and those who chose to stand in their own works. Here there are also two categories. The first category was comprised of those who had overcome. Who were they who overcame? Earlier in John’s first epistle he had defined them:
1 John 5:4-5 “Everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.
They who overcame were those who stood in their faith and believed in the promise of the imputed righteousness and sinlessness of Christ.
Next begins a list of the characteristics of those who stand on the other side of faith.
Revelation 21:8a But for the fearful, and unbelieving, 
They are those who instead of trusting in God submit to fear. The word translated “fear” here is the Greek δειλός {da-lo's}. The word appears three times in the New Testament. The other two times it appears in the accounts of the disciples caught in the storm with Jesus:
Matthew 8:26 “And he said unto them, ‘Why are you fearful, O you of little faith?’ Then he arose and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm.” ASV

Mark 4:40 “And he said unto them, ‘Why are ye fearful? have ye not yet faith?’”

They are also those who are “without faith.” The Greek word translated “unbelieving” is ἄπιστος {ä'-pe-stos} which is more literally “without faith.”
Revelation 21:8b and the stinking, RST
The Greek word translated “abominable” by the NIV is βδελύσσω {bde-lü's-so} which is more literally “the stinking.” Christ’s works of righteousness were represented in the Temple by the sweet-smelling odor of incense. By contrast the works of unbelievers literally smell to the high heavens.
Revelation 21:8c and murderers,
They followed the pattern of Satan, who is the father of all murder.

John 8:44 “You (the Pharisees) belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” 

1 John 3:12 “Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother’s were righteous.”
 Revelation 21:8d and fornicators, and sorcerers,
The Greek word translated “fornicators” is πόρνος {po'r-nos}. It usually spoke of those who sold their bodies for sex. However, I think here it is using the concept in the Old Testament sense and is speaking of those who sold their souls for the “riches” of this world.
The Greek word translated “sorcerers” is φαρμακεύς {fär-mä-kyü's}. The word is the root word for our English word “pharmacy.” I think it is speaking of those who willingly obscured their mind for the soul numbing pleasures of drugs. 
Revelation 21:8e and idolaters,
The Greek word here is εἰδωλολάτρης {a-do-lo-lä'-tras} which means worshipping a false god. By definition these have turned away from the true God and the true faith.
Revelation 21:8f and all liars
The Greek word here is ψευδής {psyü-da's} which means “liar.” This is speaking of those who reject the truth of God and have embraced the great lie of Satan or themselves. As we saw earlier, Satan was a liar and the father of lies.
Revelation 21:8g their part shall be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone; which is the second death.”
 

All of those listed in verse 8 have willingly turned away from the Faith which is the only way of salvation. They have chosen to be separated from God, which is Hell.
Revelation 21:9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues 
 came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.”

The vision will show the Bride now pictured as a city. In the same way, Israel (the body of Christ) is often represented in scripture as a temple. I don’t believe the city is intended to be seen as literal. I believe the aspects shown are to be seen as a metaphor for the Spiritual characteristics of God’s heavenly city for us.
Revelation 21:10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.

As we know, in the last days of the Tribulation, Mt. Zion will be raised higher than all the other mountains.
 This is evidently the location to which John was carried.
Revelation 21:11 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper,
 clear as crystal. 

It is presented as beautiful, shining with the glory of God. It shines with the glory of God because it exemplifies the work of Jesus Christ.
Revelation 21:12 It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 

The gates in the high wall were named after the twelve tribes of Israel. Entrance into the city was only possible by entering through them. Perhaps this is meant to remind us that the New Testament and the Church could not be comprehended without the Old Testament and Israel. Also, neither could be fully comprehended without an understanding of the place of angels in history.
Revelation 21:13 There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on the west. 

The city was easy to enter, and open to all sides. In the same way the body of Christ is easy to enter and open to all. All it takes is faith in Him.

Revelation 21:14 The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
 

The Holy City not only had to be entered through the gates of Israel, it also was founded on the declaration of the completed Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who had fulfilled the covenants to Israel. 

Revelation 21:15-16 The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its walls. The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, and as wide and high as it is long. 

These measurements demonstrate that the city which only represents the body of Christ has room to spare. A stadia is equivalent to about 606 feet. If we extrapolate the measurements to modern terms, 12,000 stadia are equivalent to 1,377 miles. Just the width and length would make an area of 1,896,880 square miles, which is about 1.3% of the land area of the earth. According to Wikipedia, 1.5% of the land area of the world can be classified as urban areas. In other words, the Holy City of the vision was so massive that its ground floor would hold nearly every city on earth today.
 However, was is also 1,377 miles high which at ten feet a floor would be about 72,000 floors high. The message of this image is that God’s Heaven will be many times bigger than it needs to be to hold every human being that has ever lived. It will also hold all the elect angels.
Revelation 21:17 He measured its wall and it was 144 cubits thick (216 feet), by man’s measurement, which the angel was using. 

It will be secure against any attack.

Revelation 21:18-21 The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. The foundations 
 of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone.
 The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. The twelve gates 
 were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass.

It has perfect prosperity, beyond man’s dreams of prosperity.

Revelation 21:22-23 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.
 

There is no temple because as Jesus had said in John 2:19-21 “Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple,
 and I will raise it again in three days.’ The Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?’ But the temple he had spoken of was his body.”

Revelation 21:24-27 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it.
 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

We know that sin will exist in the Millennium, but nothing impure will exist in the Holy City. Everyone who has believed in Jesus Christ has been purified by Him. This seems to say that no unbeliever will be allowed into the Holy City.
In Psalms 87 and Isaiah we also see prophecies of the coming Holy City, so in closing we will take a moment to look at them:
Psalm 87

Of the sons of Korah. A psalm. A song.

The superscription tells us it was written by one of the sons of Korah who served in the Tabernacle or Temple in the centuries after David established the music service led by the sons of Korah. It was probably written within a hundred years after David brought the Ark up to Jerusalem.

As we shall see, this short Psalm is written as a prophetic vision given to the writer by the Holy Spirit of a future when people from all the nations of the world would be identified with the great promise to Israel. In Romans 11:17, Paul likened it to being grafted into Israel.

Psalms 87:1 “He has set his foundation on the holy mountain;”

The key to understanding this Psalm rests on understanding what mountain is being talked about, and why it is Holy. Psalms 2:6 tells us that the LORD’s holy mountain is Mt. Zion:

Psalms 2:6-7 “‘I have installed my King on Zion, my holy mountain.’ ‘I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, ‘You are my Son; today I have become your Father.’”

It is on Mt. Zion where Jesus Christ will be enthroned:

Psalms 110:1-2 “The LORD says to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.’ The LORD will extend your mighty scepter from Zion; you will rule in the midst of your enemies.”

Psalms 132:13-14 “For the LORD has chosen Zion , he has desired it for his dwelling: ‘This is my resting place for ever and ever; here I will sit enthroned, for I have desired it.’”

Isaiah 24:21 “In that day the LORD will punish the powers in the heavens above and the kings on the earth below. They will be herded together like prisoners bound in a dungeon; they will be shut up in prison and be punished after many days. The moon will be abashed, the sun ashamed; for the LORD Almighty will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and before its elders, gloriously.”

The same passage in Isaiah tells us that it would be on Mt. Zion that Christ would defeat death.

Isaiah 25:7-8a “On this mountain (Mt. Zion) he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; he will swallow up death forever.”

Another passage in Isaiah tells us that the foundation of the Temple Christ would build would be on Zion.

Isaiah 28:16 “So this is what the Sovereign LORD says: ‘See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed.
Joel tells us that on Mt. Zion would be our deliverance:

Joel 2:32 “And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the LORD has said, among the survivors whom the LORD calls.”
In Genesis 22 we should understand that the mountain where the LORD provided a substitutionary sacrifice for Isaac, was not Moriah, but the mountain next to it (Genesis 22:2). That mountain was Mt. Zion. Of that mountain it was said that there the LORD would provide a sacrifice. That sacrifice was Christ:

Genesis 22:14 “So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, ‘On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.’”

So, when we read in Psalm 87 about “Zion,” we can understand it to be speaking primarily, not of a physical location, but of the spiritual significance of that location. In other words, “Zion” stands for the work of Christ on the cross, and the eternal life and destiny that it secured for all who believe in Him.

Psalms 87:2 “the LORD loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.” 

“Zion” is what secures the love of God for Jacob (Israel).

Psalms 87:3 “Glorious things are said of you, O city of God: Selah” 

Zion is the basis for the eternal Jerusalem. Revelation 21:2 “I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride (the body of Christ) beautifully dressed for her husband.”

Psalms 87:4a “I will record Rahab 
 and Babylon among those who acknowledge me-- Philistia too, and Tyre, along with Cush”

Included as citizens of the Holy City in this vision of the future, were Rahab (Egypt), and Babylon. In the Old Testament, both were strongholds of Satan, yet from among them will come many who have believed in Christ. People from Israel’s enemies, Philistia, Tyre (Lebanon), and Cush (Ethiopia) will also be included.

Psalms 87:4b – “and will say, ‘This one was born in Zion.’” 

They will be included, not because they were born Israelites, but because they were “born in Zion.” That means they were born of God when they accepted the Cross. 

John 1:12 “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God -- children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.”

John 3:5-7 “Jesus answered, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’”

Psalms 87:5a “Indeed, of Zion it will be said, ‘This one and that one were born in her,’” 

“Born in Zion” will be the most important thing that will be able to be said about anyone; whether they are King or commoner, rich or poor, celebrity or unknown. 

Psalms 87:5b “and the Most High himself will establish her.”

The work of Zion will be done by Jesus Christ, the Lord God Himself.

Psalms 87:6 “The LORD will write in the register of the peoples: ‘This one was born in Zion.’ Selah.”

The “register of the peoples” is otherwise known as “the Book of Life.” There everybody that is born is registered. Against the name of everyone who believes in the work of Christ on the cross will be inscribed the words “born in Zion.” According to Psalms 69, evidently those whose names do not have “born in Zion” written there by the time they die will be blotted out of the Book of Life:

Psalms 69:28 “May they (those who conspired to put Christ to death) be blotted out of the book of life and not be listed with the righteous.”

At the Great White Throne judgment of unbelievers, first before they are judged on their own righteousness (works), it will be demonstrated that their names have been blotted out because of their failure to believe in the saving work of Christ.

Revelation 3:5 “He who overcomes (believes) will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels.
However, those who have believed will never be blotted out of the book of life. They have eternal security.

Psalms 87:7 “As they make music they will sing, ‘All my fountains are in you.’”

All these believers at that future day will testify to the reality of what Christ promised in John:

John 4:13b-14 “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
That completes Psalms 87, so we will now look at two the passages from Isaiah that also speak of the eternal Holy City:

Isaiah 33:5-6 “The LORD is exalted, for he dwells on high; he will fill Zion with justice and righteousness.
 He will be the sure foundation 
 for your times, a rich store of salvation and wisdom and knowledge;
 the fear of the LORD is the key to this treasure.”

Isaiah 54:11-15 “O afflicted city,
 lashed by storms and not comforted, I will build you with stones of turquoise, your foundations with sapphires. I will make your battlements of rubies, your gates of sparkling jewels, and all your walls of precious stones. All your sons will be taught by the LORD, and great will be your children’s peace. In righteousness you will be established: Tyranny will be far from you; you will have nothing to fear. Terror will be far removed; it will not come near you. If anyone does attack you,
 it will not be my doing; whoever attacks you will surrender to you.”
� The Mediterranean (Psalms 89:25) or the Dead Sea (Ezekiel 47:8).


� There is also a fourth Sea in scripture which is mentioned twice. That was the Bronze Sea in Solomon’s Temple to provide water for the Temple rituals. I cannot believe that is applicable here.


� Habakkuk 1:7b-8a “He cares for those who trust in him, but with an overwhelming flood he will make an end.”


� Revelation 20:6


� Satan was a liar and a murderer from the beginning because he knew that by deceiving Adam and Eve he would cause their deaths.


� Revelation 20:14b “The lake of fire is the second death.”


� The seven bowl judgments were studied in Revelation 16 (Lesson 17).


� Micah 4:1 “In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and peoples will stream to it.”


� The Greek here is ἴασπις {e'-ä-spes}. It is derived from the Hebrew word יָֽשְׁפִה {yä·shef·a'} yashpheh which means “polished or glittering.” It was a gem of various colors, one of the twelve inserted in the high priest’s breastplate (Exodus 28:20). It was “most precious,” “clear as crystal” (21:11). It was emblematic of the glory of God and His spotless Holiness. Revelation 4:2-3 At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian.


� Who was the twelfth? I believe it was Paul.


� If such a city were literal, it would cover the land area of most of the Middle East. Besides Israel, it would include Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan, and substantial parts of Turkey, Egypt, Iran, and Saudi Arabia.


� Remember that the: foundations have the name of the Apostles.


� Isaiah 54:12


� Remember that the: gates have the names of the twelve tribes.


� Isaiah 60:19 “The sun will no more be your light by day, nor will the brightness of the moon shine on you, for the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory.”


� The connection of Christ’s life to the Temple is made clearer if you compare 1 Kings 6:1, 1 Kings 6:37-38, and 1 Kings 11:42-43. There you will find that the glory of Solomon’s Temple was destroyed in its 34th year never to be regained. The Temple of Jesus Christ’s body was also destroyed in its 34th year, but it was raised in greater glory in three days. Also, by comparing Ezra 6:15 with Haggai 1:14-15, the Temple of Zerubbabel was completed in exactly three years, six months, and 7 days after the beginning of its construction (The foundation had been laid some seventeen years before). Coincidentally this was the exact length of time of Jesus’ ministry from His baptism on the Day of Atonement in 26 AD to His resurrection on the Feast of the Firstfruits in 30 AD. This was also the date Christ was born in 4 BC according to my Chronology of Christ.


� See Isaiah 60:19-20


� “Rahab” – sometimes used to refer to Egypt (Isaiah 30:7 and here). 


� It was Mount Zion where Jesus Christ was crucified. It is also where He will reign forever.


� 1 Corinthians 3:11 “For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.”


� Colossian 2:2-3 “My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”


� This is speaking of the historical city of Jerusalem up to the end of the Tribulation.


� Speaking of the attack of Satan at the end of the Millennium described in Revelation 20:7-9. 
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