
Revelation – Lesson 22
Revelation 20:7 – 21:1
The last verse we covered in the last lesson was Revelation 20:6 which says: “Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.”
Chronologically, between Revelation 20:6 and Revelation 20:7, which is the first verse of this lesson, lies the Millennium. The Book of Revelation does not cover the thousand-year reign of Christ, except for its beginning in verse 6 and its ending which we see in verse 7. However, there are many other scriptures that do cover it. In the last lesson we looked at a sampling of some of those passages to fill in some details. Now we can continue with the Revelation account which skips to the end of the Millennium.
Revelation 20:7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison
The end of the Millennium, the thousand-year reign of Christ, will be signalized by the release of Satan from the abyss. It seems probable that Satan will actually believe he has escaped through his own devices rather than that LORD has allowed him to get out. Considering that Satan will have been locked in the Abyss with the rest of the fallen angels and demons, it is not unlikely that they will be released or escape with him. They will probably believe they have discovered a weakness in God’s power and pursue what they think is their advantage. However, as He has through history, God will be using Satan, to separate the wheat from the chaff, the sheep from the goats, the believers from the unbelievers. The result will answer the plea in the prayer of Psalms 104:
Psalms 104:35 “But may sinners vanish from the earth and the wicked be no more. Praise the LORD, O my soul. Praise the LORD.”
Satan’s release will separate those who seek the light from those who seek darkness. Jesus explained this as recorded in John’s Gospel:
John 3:19-21 “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil 
 hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.”
Revelation 20:8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth 
—Gog and Magog 
—to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore.
Scripture does not reveal how long it will take for Satan’s campaign of deceit to work. However, probably within a year Satan will have found many willing allies in his attempt to overthrow God. He will have found them among the descendants of those believers who God established on the revived earth at the start of the Millennium a thousand years earlier. In Ezekiel 38 and 39 the term “Gog and Magog” were used to describe the unbelieving people of the world who gathered against Israel and Jerusalem at the end of the Tribulation. In this case it applies to all the unbelieving and unregenerate people of the world in “the four corners of the earth.”
Revelation 20:9 They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people the Saints,
 the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them.
 
We have to assume that God’s people, during the course of events following Satan’s release, will have retreated to the safety of the Jerusalem and its precincts (the land of Israel). Jerusalem will have become “the camp of God’s people.” The Greek word accurately translated “camp” here is παρεμβολή {pä-rem-bo-lā'}. It describes temporary quarters and comes from two words used to describe pitching a tent. God will evidently allow Satan and his followers to be unopposed until they have surrounded the camp of the saints which will encompass Jerusalem. Undoubtedly they will delude themselves into believing that they have found a way to defeat the omnipotent God. At the last moment, however, God will swiftly put an end to their delusions and crush Satan’s rebellion without a battle. Fire will come down from heaven and devour them.

This rebellion of much of the human race amidst the perfect environment of the Millennium and the ruling presence on the earth of Jesus Christ matches exactly what is described in Isaiah 26:

Isaiah 26:10-11 “Though grace is shown to the wicked, they do not learn righteousness; even in a land of uprightness they go on doing evil and regard not the majesty of the LORD. O LORD, your hand is lifted high, but they do not see it. Let them see your zeal for your people and be put to shame; let the fire reserved for your enemies consume them.”

Revelation 20:10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.
The final execution of the LORD’s judgment against Satan will proceed at that time. Satan was evidently already condemned long ago, but God withheld the final execution of that condemnation. It is also probable that the other fallen angels are thrown into the lake of fire at this time. We know it was originally prepared for them:
Matthew 25:41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’”
Revelation 20:11 Then I saw a great white throne and him (Jesus) who was seated on it. Earth and sky heaven fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.
This is what is known theologically as the “Great White Throne Judgment.” Remember that white stands for the purity and holiness of God. In front of this purity the unregenerate world stands condemned. Believers, on the other hand wear robes of purest white which they have been given because they stand in the righteousness of Christ. They, however, are not shown as present at this judgment. The One seated on the throne to judge is Jesus Christ as Jesus had promised.
 Why does it say that “the earth and heaven fled from His presence”? I think this is speaking of the unbelievers among men and the fallen angels of the heavens (universe). 
Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 
Now, in front of the throne the LORD will bring an assembly of faithless humanity. Remember, all believers from before the Rapture will have been resurrected, so these dead, great and small, does not refer to them. The dead here are all unbelievers (spiritually dead) of all social categories who will have died from the beginning of the world to that time. That will include those who will have just been devoured by fire surrounding the camp of the Saints at Jerusalem. These dead will be judged by two books, the Book of Life and the Book of Works. In lesson 4 we studied extensively the Book of Life which is also mentioned in Revelation in Revelation 17:8, 13:8, and 3:5. To recapitulate and summarize that study, the Book of Life contains the names of all those who have believed in Jesus Christ. When every soul is born, they are enrolled in the Book of Life because of the unlimited atonement of Christ’s death (He died for the sins of the entire world). However, if they die without trusting in Him, their names are erased from Book of Life. This judgment will test to prove that no one at the Great White Throne Judgment is a believer.
Revelation 20:13a The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, 
I think “the sea giving up the dead” refers to the implication in several places in scripture that the entrance to hell is in the heart of the sea. Job is one of those places:
Job 38:16-17 “Have you journeyed to the springs of the sea or walked in the recesses of the deep? Have the gates of death been shown to you? Have you seen the gates of the shadow of death?”
Revelation 20:13b and each person was judged according to what he had done their works.

Here we learn about second book out of which the dead will be judged. It might be called “the Book of Works.” It is important to note that this is not the “Book of Sins.” It is important because no one, believer or unbeliever, can be judged for our “sins” because Christ already paid the price for the sins of the whole world.
 See the following verses:
1 John 2:2 “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”
1 Timothy 2:3-6 “This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men--the testimony given in its proper time.”

Hebrews 2:9 “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.”

Isaiah 25:7-9 “On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the disgrace of his people from all the earth. The LORD has spoken. In that day they (all believers) will say, ‘Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.’”

This Book of Works has recorded our human works of righteousness. This is the work (Greek ἔργον) of which Paul spoke in Titus, Romans, and Galatians:
Titus 3:5 “Not by works (ἔργον) of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us.” KJV
Romans 9:11 “That the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works (ἔργον), but of him that calleth.” KJV
Galatians 2:16 “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works (ἔργον) of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works (ἔργον) of the law: for by the works (ἔργον) of the law shall no flesh be justified.” KJV
Thus, the unbeliever, being examined by the Book of Works, will be shown that his own works of righteousness are not sufficient. As the Bible explains:

Isaiah 64:6a “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags.”

Job 15:14-16 What is man, that he could be pure, or one born of woman, that he could be righteous?

When Jesus was on earth He had explained that there was only one work which could save.

John 6:28-29 “Then they (the crowd) asked him (Jesus), ‘What must we do to do the works (ἔργον) God requires?’ Jesus answered, ‘The work (ἔργον) of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.’”

Revelation 20:14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 
Having been condemned by their lack of faith and subsequent absence from the Book of Life, and also condemned by their own works from the Book of Works, the unbelievers standing at the Great White Thrown Judgment are justly condemned to be cast out of the presence of the LORD into what is called “the Lake of Fire” to join Satan and his angels. I suspect that the burning “fire” will really be defined by the presence of unrestrained sin and the absence of the God of love. Regardless of a person’s “good” deeds, they will be condemned because of their lack of faith in the LORD.  By their own choice, they will have excluded the LORD from their life, so the LORD will grant their wish and they will be excluded from His presence.
Revelation 20:15 If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

This underscores the tragedy. Everyone’s name was originally written in the Book of Life, but because they rejected God’s gift and God Himself, God will allow their rejection of Him to stand and they will be shut out from the presence of God. That will amount to everlasting destruction as Paul explained in 2 Thessalonians: 
2 Thessalonians 1:8-10 “He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting 
 destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This includes you because you believed our testimony to you.”

Revelation 21:1a Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
As we pointed out earlier, John’s narrative passed over the Millennium to focus on the judgment at the end of the Millennium. Here, having finished with the vision of that, John noticed the new heaven and new earth, which had, in fact, been created at the beginning of the Millennium and will exist forever.
Destruction of the Old Heaven and Earth - Creation of the New Heaven and New Earth

Destruction Passages
2 Peter 3:5-7, 10 “But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water. By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the Day of Judgment and destruction of ungodly men. ---- But the day of the Lord will come like a thief.
 The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements 
 will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.”

The passage above connects the destruction of heaven and the laying bare of the earth to “the day of the Lord.” The Day of the Lord” usually speaks of the second coming of Christ 
 which culminates at the end of the Tribulation. Thus, we have to set this destruction at that time, when the world will have been ravaged by seven years of destruction, drought and pollution from earthquakes, meteors, and volcanoes.
Isaiah 24:1-6 “See, the LORD is going to lay waste the earth and devastate it;
 he will ruin its face and scatter its inhabitants-- it will be the same for priest as for people, for master as for servant, for mistress as for maid, for seller as for buyer, for borrower as for lender, for debtor as for creditor.
 The earth will be completely laid waste and totally plundered. The LORD has spoken this word.
 The earth dries up and withers, the world languishes and withers, the exalted of the earth languish. The earth is defiled by its people; they have disobeyed the laws, violated the statutes and broken the everlasting covenant.
 Therefore a curse consumes the earth; its people must bear their guilt. Therefore earth’s inhabitants are burned up, and very few are left.”
Hebrews 1:10-12 “He also says, “In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish,
 but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But you remain the same, and your years will never end.”

Luke 21:33 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my (Jesus’) words will never pass away.”
Hebrews 12:26-27 “At that time his voice shook the earth,
 but now he has promised, ‘Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.’
 The words ‘once more’ indicate the removing of what can be shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain.”
We have to keep in mind that in the Bible, the term “heaven” can refer to three different places. The “first heaven” refers to the sky or atmosphere around the earth. 
First Heaven – the sky and atmosphere.
Genesis 2:20 “So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air heavens and all the beasts of the field.”

Deuteronomy 4:32 “Ask now about the former days, long before your time, from the day God created man on the earth; ask from one end of the heavens to the other.”

The “second heaven” refers to the universe of planets, stars, and constellations. 
Second Heaven – the universe.

Genesis 15:5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars--if indeed you can count them.”

Job 9:8-9 “He alone stretches out the heavens and treads on the waves of the sea. He is the Maker of the Bear and Orion, the Pleiades and the constellations of the south.”

The “third heaven” refers to the place of the throne room of God. 
Third Heaven – God’s throne.

Revelation 4:1-2 “After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, ‘Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.’ At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it.”
Isaiah 66:1 “This is what the LORD says: ‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool.’”

Unfortunately, in the Old Testament, the same Hebrew word שָׁמַיִם {shä·mah'·yim} is used to convey all three meanings. In the New Testament the same is true of the Greek word οὐρανός {ü-rä-no's}. Consequently, we always have to deduce which meaning is intended from the context. In the passages above, it seems to me that the context indicates that the “heavens” refers to the sky, or atmosphere around the earth which is burned up only to be replaced by a new “heavens.”
In the meantime, the surface of the earth will be “laid bare” (2 Peter 3:10).

Zephaniah 1:2 “‘I will sweep away everything from the face of the earth,’ declares the LORD. ‘I will sweep away both men and animals;
 I will sweep away the birds of the air and the fish of the sea. The wicked will have only heaps of rubble when I cut off man from the face of the earth,’” declares the LORD.

The Destruction is not Total

The verses below clearly indicate that the destruction is confined to the surface of the earth. The mountains will still be the “everlasting foundations,” and the sun and the moon will still endure: 

Micah 6:2 “Hear, O mountains, the LORD’s accusation; listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth.”
Psalms 72:5 “He will endure as long as the sun, as long as the moon, through all generations.”

Psalms 78:69 “He built his sanctuary like the heights, like the earth that he established forever.”
Hebrews 104:5 “He set the earth on its foundations; it can never be moved.”
Psalms 119:90 “Your faithfulness continues through all generations; you established the earth, and it endures.”
Genesis 8:22 “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.”

My conclusion from the two sets of verses is that what will happen is that life on the earth as it existed before Christ’s return will be swept off the face of the earth. All plant and animal life will be replaced. All the monuments and cities of human history will be swept away. The atmosphere around the earth will be replaced with a new atmosphere. We will start new, as Adam’s earth was new, after the long-submerged land rose from beneath the water.

Creation

This brings us back to our passage in Revelation: Revelation 21:1a “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.”
This new heaven and new earth are also described in these passages:

Isaiah 66:22-23 “As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me,” declares the LORD, “so will your name and descendants endure. From one New Moon to another and from one Sabbath to another,
 all mankind will come and bow down before me,” says the LORD.
Matthew 19:28 “Jesus said to them, ‘I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’”
� The word for “evil” here is not speaking of sin. It is speaking of a commitment to Satan’s way of thinking, which is raising oneself up to be a god. The first word used here in John 3:19 which is translated “evil” is πονηρός {pon-ay-ros'}. The second word translated “evil” used in John 3:20 is φαῦλος {fow'-los}. Both have the same concept.


� The same expression in the Greek as Revelation 7:1.


� See Ezekiel 38:2.


� The Greek word that the NIV translates “God’s people” is ἅγιος {hä'-gē-os}. The literal translation is “holy” or “saints.” Such saints are “God’s people,” but that is interpretation, not translation.


� Zechariah 2:5 “And I myself will be a wall of fire around it,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I will be its glory within.’”


� John 5:22-23 “Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father.”


� The Greek here is τὰ ἔργα αὐτῶν which is literally “the works of them.” The book of works cannot contain a list of sins, because Jesus Christ died for the sins of the whole world, and they are no longer an issue.


� This is called the doctrine of unlimited atonement.


� The Greek is here is αἰώνιον {ī-ō'-nē-on} which means “to the ages (or aeons)”.


� This seems to be speaking of the end of the Tribulation, as the term “the day of the Lord” most often refers to that judgment. However, it could be speaking of the end of the Millennium.


� The word here is the Greek word στοιχεῖον {stoi-khā'-on}. It can also be translated “basic principals” as in Colossians 2:8 where it is used to speak of the basic principals” of the world; or worldly wisdom. It may be worth considering that is the meaning intended here. The word also occurs in verse 12. Also, remember, that in the time this was written, the conception of physical elements was quite different from what it is today in the age of science and chemistry.


� Hebrews 4:13 “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”


� As documented in - Isaiah 13:6,9; Joel 2:1-11, Joel 3:14, Amos 5:18-20, Obadiah 1:15, Zephaniah 1:14-18, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2. 


� Here the passage switches to describe the time when the LORD will bring a permanent end to His tolerance of the “trade” of Tyre.


� In other words, the suffering will be of such a nature that neither, social status nor economic wealth will be able to protect people from suffering.


� This is clearly speaking of the end of the Great Tribulation.


� The “everlasting covenant” relates to the promise of God to send the Messiah (Christ) through Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and David. He was the one who would provide the “everlasting” nature of the covenant with those who believed on Him.


Genesis 17:7, 17:19, 2 Samuel 23:5, 1 Chronicles 16:17, Psalms 105:10, Jeremiah 32:40, Ezekiel 16:59-60, Ezekiel 37:25-27.


Isaiah 55:3-4 “Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David. See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander of the peoples.”


Jeremiah 50:4 “‘In those days, at that time,’ declares the LORD, ‘the people of Israel and the people of Judah together will go in tears to seek the LORD their God. They will ask the way to Zion and turn their faces toward it. They will come and bind themselves to the LORD in an everlasting covenant that will not be forgotten.’”


� The “they” here must be speaking of just the Heavens (probably just the atmosphere), as we know that the foundations of the earth will never be destroyed. Micah 6:2 “Hear, O mountains, the LORD’s accusation; listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth.” Psalms 104:5 “He set the earth on its foundations; it can never be moved.” 


� Quoted from Psalms 102:25-27


� Speaking of Mt. Sinai, Exodus 19: 18-19.


� Haggai 2:6


� Sweeping involves removing the unwanted. Clearly this does not involve removing all mankind from the earth, only unbelievers. There will remain a remnant as Zephaniah 3:12 testifies. Zephaniah 3:12 “But I will leave within you the meek and humble, who trust in the name of the LORD.”


� The book has two judgments in sight, not one. The judgment of the whole earth at the 2nd coming of Christ is the first, and the judgment of Judah and Jerusalem which is about to happen (about 40 years).


� Genesis 1:9 “And God said, ‘Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.’”


� That is, every day of the week and every day of the month. Every day will be a day of worship.
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