Revelation – Lesson 2
Revelation 2:1-17
In the last lesson, we introduced the study of the Book of Revelation with a look at the background and authorship of the Book. We then studied the first 19 verses which included John’s vision of Jesus Christ:

Revelation 1:12-13 “I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lamps, and among the lamps 
 was someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.”
Although we have already studied some of the significance of what John saw, let us now look at it from a different perspective. To do that, we should put ourselves in the place of Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist. He was also a priest. In 5 BC, he had entered the Holy Place to burn incense on the Altar of Incense (Luke 1:8-9). God himself had laid out the plan for the arrangement of the sacred furniture in the Holy Place. That arrangement told, in symbolic form, a simplified story of God’s plan for history. 
As Zechariah entered, the first thing he saw, on the first side, the right side,
 was the Table of Shewbread which had on it twelve loaves of bread. Each loaf on the table stood for one of the twelve tribes of Israel. It was Israel’s high privilege of being the people to whom the LORD had given the Law and the Prophets.
 However, by far their greatest honor and destiny was to provide, through the Virgin that would be His mother, the bloodline of the humanity of the Savior of the World, Jesus Christ. The bread on the Table of Shewbread stood for the body of Christ. The fact that bread was a symbol for the incarnated body of Christ is testified to in both the Old Testament and the New Testament:

Matthew 26:26 “While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take and eat; this is my body.’”
John 6:35 “Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life.’”
1 Corinthians 23b-24 “The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’” 
Getting back to our picture of what Zechariah would have seen: To the left of the Table of Shewbread was the Golden Altar of Incense which stood in front of the curtain which barred entrance or sight of the Holy of Holies where the Ark of the Covenant had been in the original Tabernacle and the first Temple. Incense was burned upon the Golden Altar at morning and evening by a priest chosen by lot. The fire that burned the incense was brought from the brazen altar. That day Zechariah had been the one chosen by lot to do it. The incense represented the bread (Leviticus 24:7). The smoke of the incense, rising to the LORD from the fire of its burning, stood for the complete work of Christ, both His perfect righteousness (the incense) and His death for our sins (the fire). This incense was burned at morning and evening throughout the generations. This continual offering was to symbolize the patient waiting of true Israel for the fulfillment of God’s promise to send a Messiah and Redeemer. 
In the darkness, on the other side of the curtain, which was behind the Altar of Incense, was the foundation stone upon which, anciently, the missing Ark of the Covenant had stood. The Ark stood for the person and work of Jesus Christ. We have studied that before in detail. On the day that the Passover lamb was to be slain, just before the Feast of the Passover in 30 AD, the curtain was torn in two and ripped aside. At that moment Jesus was hanging on the Cross and had proclaimed, “It is finished!”
On that day, the prophetical meaning of only one of the pieces of furniture in the Temple was left to be fulfilled. That piece of furniture was what Zechariah would have seen to the left of the Altar of Incense. It was the Golden Lampstand and the seven lamps on it. According to Exodus the lamps were to shed light toward the front of the Tabernacle (to the world). The lampstand which held the seven lamps was in the shape of an almond tree. What was the significance of the almond tree in the Old Testament? The staff that Moses wielded on occasion and the staff that Aaron wielded on occasion were the same staff. It had been made from an almond tree. According to 1 Corinthians 10:1-4, when that dead staff struck the rock in Horeb, the rock stood for Jesus Christ, and the staff stood for the death of Christ on the cross. Later in Numbers 17:1-10, when it was laid in the presence of God, it sprang to life and produced buds, flowers, and almonds. That represented the resurrection of Jesus Christ. When Zechariah stood in the Holy Place in 5 BC, before the human life of Christ had even begun, the meaning of the Lamps was obscure. That was intentional. The lamps represented a mystery. The mystery age that the Lamps represented had never been revealed in the Old Testament. It was only revealed in the New Testament as described by Paul in Romans and Ephesians:
Romans 11:25 “I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in.”
Ephesians 3:4-6 “In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to men in other generations 
 as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.”

Here in Revelation, the meaning of the Seven Lamps was made clear. They refer to the Church. The lamps hung on a lampstand which was in the shape of an “almond tree” because the message they shone forth was the redeeming death of Christ on the cross. The almond tree also spoke of the glorious resurrection of Christ. This passage in Revelation allows us to understand that, when Zechariah stood in the Holy Place, he had before him an outline of the LORD’s plan for human history On his right, was presented the first Age of God’s history of the world. That was the Age of Israel. It was represented by the twelve loaves of bread representing the twelve tribes of Israel. Immediately before him was the Altar of Incense which represented the central event of human history, the life and death of the promised Messiah, Jesus Christ.  The son that the angel promised Zechariah would be the prophet of His coming. The Altar of Incense represented the righteous life and atoning death of Christ. To Zechariah’s left was what would come after Christ. It was the Age of the Church, which was represented by the Seven Lamps. It is the age that we are now in. It was the Age in which the Apostle John, exiled on Patmos was in.

As I tried to get a handle on the prophecies of the seven lamps in Revelation, I couldn’t help comparing them to a similar prophecy about the Age of Israel.

In Genesis 49:1-27, at the start of the Age of Israel, Jacob leaned on his staff and gave a prophecy about how the age of Israel would go by prophesying about each tribe of Israel. I believe Revelation 2 and 3 is the counterpoint to that prophecy by prophesying the course of the Age of the Church. It was described by prophesying about the seven churches which would characterize the Age.
Just as Genesis 49 prophesied the successes and failures of the “twelve loaves” (tribes) for 2000 years from the prophecy of Jacob to the crucifixion of Christ, so Revelation 2 and 3 does the same for the last 2000 years of the “seven lamps,” who would be the people of “the body of Christ,” the Church. Some of the prophecies of Jacob do have clear connections to the actual sons or the tribes that came from them. However, some of them don’t. It is clear to me that the prophecies in Genesis 49 had more to do with the destinies of the individual children of Israel (regardless of tribe) who shared one of the twelve characteristics in Jacob’s prophecy than the destinies of the tribes. In the same way the prophecies of the seven churches in these chapters described the destinies of individual believers who would share the strengths or weaknesses characteristic of the seven churches than the destinies of the church in those ancient cities.
In the last verse of Chapter 1, which we studied last week, John introduced the prophecy of the seven churches.

Revelation 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lamps is this: The seven stars are the angels messengers 
 of the seven churches, and the seven lamps are the seven churches.

Here Jesus revealed the meaning  the seven lamps on the Lampstand in the Temple, they stood for the Church. John was seeing Jesus standing among the seven lamps which stood for His presence in the life of the Church. In His hand was also holding seven stars which, John was told, stood for the seven messengers of the seven Churches. Notice that they are messengers of the Churches, not messengers to the Churches.
What do the seven churches represent? What is the true Church in your town? According to scripture, the Church is made up of all who are part of the body of Christ through faith:

Ephesians 1:22-23 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
The Church is not a Protestant Church, and Orthodox Church, or Catholic Church. It also is not described by any building, fiscal, or administrative organization which has been devised by man. They are useful in attracting members, collecting, and administering monies, but they have no spiritual standing. The “Church” in your town is actually all those who are in the body of Christ regardless of denomination or affiliation. We will misunderstand Revelation 2 and 3 if that we confuse the “Churches” mentioned there with the administrative organizations that we recognize in our day as “Churches.”
We also make a mistake if we interpret the word “messengers” (ἄγγελος {ä'n-ge-los}) to mean the seven “pastors” or “leaders” of the seven “church” organizations. For one thing, that idea this wouldn’t fit the context of the 1st century AD Christian community to which John was writing. Each of the cities to which would Jesus address His coming remarks had many small churches, and many pastors. How then should we understand the meaning of the messengers of the seven churches we find in Revelation? Each address Jesus will give to a “church” contained a commendation or a warning, and sometimes both. Were these warnings to groups or individuals? Consider this! We know that God only holds us responsible for our own decisions,
 not for the decisions of others. Therefore, we can conclude that no one could have been condemned because of the city he lived in. The only conclusion we can come to is that these warnings were to individuals who acted freely on their own account in a certain way. That also goes for the commendations, which were given to individuals.
Next, we need to understand the meaning of “the messengers of.” In the passages of Revelation we have already studied, Jesus Christ had been called an ἄγγελος {ä'n-ge-los}. It says in Revelation 1:1: “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel (ἄγγελος) to his servant John.” As we read in Revelation 1, it was clear that the one sent was Jesus Christ.
I explained last time how the primary meaning of that Greek word ἄγγελος {ä'n-ge-los} is “messenger.” It is often used to refer to the superior order of God’s creation 
 that existed before the creation of humanity.
 In the Old Testament, these beings were sometimes called בְּנֵי הָאֱלֹהִים {beni elohim} or “sons of God.” Sometimes they were called מַלְאָךְ {mal·äk'} which means “deputy” or “messenger.” In the 3rd Century BC, the Hebrew text of the Old Testament was translated into Greek by Jewish scholars and they used the word ἄγγελος to translate both terms. Often in the Old Testament, the preincarnate Jesus, who was also identified as the LORD, appears as the “מַלְאָךְ {mal·äk'} (or angel) of the LORD.” Sometimes, however, the words are used to speak of human messengers. Clearly, we must rely on the context to see which of the three types of “angels” are being referred to. However, nowhere in the other books of the New Testament are pastors called an ἄγγελος. Each of these messages in Revelation 2 and 3 is addressed to the ἄγγελος or the “messenger” of the seven “Churches.” In John’s time we know that most, if not all, of these cities had more than one local congregation and more than one pastor.
The question I am trying to prepare the groundwork for is “Why did the Holy Spirit, speaking though John, choose to speak of Jesus as God’s ἄγγελος or messenger and then refer to the ἄγγελος or messengers of the seven churches?”
The answer is important to the interpretation of chapters 2 and 3. First, I do not believe that the ἄγγελος or “messenger” of each Lampstand was the pastor of a particular Church. I believe the term ἄγγελος or “messenger” referred to each Church as a “messenger.” I believe the reference emphasized that both Jesus and the body of the Church (each believer and group of believers) has a message. It should be the same message because the Bible says we are to imitate Him:
Philippians 3:10-11 “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

1 John 4:17 “In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the Day of Judgment, because in this world we are like him.”

Unfortunately, too many times the types of believers in the Church do not live up to the message they should be shining forth. 
Finally, what is the significance of the “stars” which are the messengers (ἄγγελος {ä'n-ge-los})? We know that Jesus is called “the Morning Star.” As He is the model for each messenger, so He is the model for each star. Each member of the body of Christ is intended to be a light to the world, and a message of the meaning of the Cross and Resurrection. Therefore, we have to listen to what Jesus says to each of the Churches and the types of believers that they represent, and see how they apply to us. There are also other connections to stars to consider:

Each star is associated with the spirit of God, who is there to help them with their testimony to the world of the message:
Revelation 3:1b “These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars.” 

Lamps and stars are similar in that they are both lights. Stars are compared to those who have the testimony of God:
Daniel 12:3 “Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.”
Philippians 2:14-16a “Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life.”

Jesus was compared to a star:
Numbers 24:17 “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel.” 
2 Peter 1:19 “And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.” 
Revelation 22:16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” 

It may also speak to the imagery here to know that in Israel, the almond tree blossoms in January, in the death which is winter. So, in this connection, the lampstand in the shape of an almond tree speaks of the hope and light that Christ brings to the death which is mankind’s state. 
Each “messenger” or “star” should imitate the “Morning Star” or “messenger” that was Christ. I believe that the “star” or “messenger” associated with each lamp speaks of the message of those parts of the body of Christ who fit the characteristics associated with them. Each member of the body of Christ is intended to be a light to the world, and a message of the meaning of the Cross and resurrection. 

This should prepare us to read what Jesus had John write to the messengers of the Churches. We should understand that all the warnings and encouragements apply to every believer in every age and every location. During our Christian lives, we will find that we have taken on the characteristics of more than one of the Churches described here. We should take heed.

The Church at Ephesus
Revelation 2:1a “To the angel messenger of the church in Ephesus write: 
In this passage Jesus encouraged and warned His messengers who shared the dominant characteristics of John’s Ephesus.
The city of Ephesus lay near the mouth of the Cayster where it emptied into the Aegean Sea. In previous centuries, the Cayster had flowed languidly just past the site of Ephesus which was situated just between two hills. The hill to the north was 400 ft. high, while  the hill to the south was 1050 ft. high. Ephesus lay between the Koressos Range and the sea, on the western coast of Asia Minor. The Cayster was a highway into the interior, the terminal of a trade route that linked with other roads converging and branching out toward the separated civilizations of the East and the Asian steppes. By John’s day the river had begun to fill with silt, making the port less accessible. Today the channel of the river is two miles north of its ancient route, and all that remains of the ancient port area is a marsh. In the 1st Century AD, the Romans had made Ephesus the seat of the Roman proconsul who governed the entire province of Asia. Ephesus is estimated to have had a population in excess of 400,000. The Temple of Artemis in Ephesus was said to have been one of the great wonders of “all Asia and the world” (Acts 19:27). The temple was an increasingly important core of Ephesus’ commercial prosperity as their port became less and less viable. We know from Acts that Ephesus had a considerable Jewish population. Today, Ephesus is nothing but a ruin. However, because it was mostly abandoned due to earthquakes over a thousand years ago, the ruins that remain are some of the most undisturbed ruins from the Biblical times that there are in the world.
Revelation 2:1b These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lamp stands lamps: 
This reminds us that Jesus holds us, His stars who are His messengers, in His right hand. The right hand signifies authority and power. He holds us in His hand to protect us:

Psalms 37:23-24 “If the LORD delights in a man’s way, he makes his steps firm; though he stumble, he will not fall, for the LORD upholds him with his hand.” 
This also reminds us that our purpose in this world is to illuminate Christ to the world. He is also always present among His Church.
Revelation 2:2a I know your deeds works, your hard work trouble 
 and your perseverance. 
This was a promise to the believers of John’s Ephesus, but also believers of every age. The Lord knows quality of our works. He also knows our every trouble and when we persevere though them. These believers were fulfilling a large part their mission as part of the body of Christ by their testimony amidst trouble.
Matthew 5:14-16 “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good works and praise your Father in heaven.
Hebrews 12:1 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”
Revelation 2:2b I know that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 
Furthermore, they had been careful to test their teachers according to the standard of God’s Word.
Revelation 2:3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. 
They had done all this to uphold the message of the Lord and who He is.
Revelation 2:4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. 
Yet, in spite of these positive things, they had forgotten to love the Lord above all other things in this life. They had forgotten the greatest commandment:
Matthew 22:37-38 “Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.’”
This reflected the attitude of believers who had started to put the love of God lower on the scale of their priorities. Knowing the correct doctrines is not enough if they do not lead us to a personal love of Jesus Christ.
Revelation 2:5a Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. 
In the early days of their faith, the miracle of God’s love and grace had dominated their thoughts. Now it had started to become secondary to the love of this world and its things.
Revelation 2:5b If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand lamp from its place.
This warned such fallen believers that the Lord might put an end to their now passive testimony on earth by removing them from it.
Revelation 2:6 But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 
In the context of the time John was writing this, “practices of the Nicolaitans” was a false teaching that was sweeping the Gentile Christian world. Many scholars identify this with the doctrine called “anti-nomianism.” This teaching basically ignored the morality set forth in the Law of Moses. What it actually was doesn’t make any real difference to our application of this passage. The main point is that it reminds us that we need to be vigilant in rejecting false teaching.
Revelation 2:7a He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
This confirmed that this message was directed to all the “churches” (all believers).

Revelation 2:7b To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. 
Here at the end, Jesus said to the Church at Ephesus, “To him who overcomes.” Who was this talking about? John knew the answer well. He had written in 1 John 5:4b-5 “This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.”
This was a guarantee that all who have believed will have access to the tree of life which will return from heaven to be a part of the New Jerusalem (Revelation 22:2). We have access to the tree of life because Jesus Christ (the Second Adam) endured being struck by the flaming sword (a symbol of the Cross) that guarded the way to it (Genesis 3:24).
Revelation 2:8a “To the angel messenger of the church in Smyrna write:

In this passage Jesus encouraged and warned His messengers who shared the dominant characteristics of John’s Smyrna.
Smyrna was about 53 miles NNW of Ephesus on the Aegean coast. Today, the Turks call it Izmir and it has a population of almost 3 million people. Little is known about it in the first century, except that it was a major seaport with a population of about 100,000.
Revelation 2:8b These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. 
This reminds us again of our security. We have the words of Him who knew the end from the beginning and who died for our sins and was raised for our life.

Revelation 2:9a I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! 
These riches are not only the rewards that are laid up for us in heaven, but the riches of knowing Him in this world. Paul also wrote about those riches in the passages below:
Romans 11:33 “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!”

Ephesians 1:18-19 “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.”
Colossians 2:2-3 “My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”
Revelation 2:9b I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.
 
This referred to the Judaizers. Just because they had a Jewish bloodline, they presumed to have had a superior ability to tell the Gentile Church what God’s plan was for the Gentiles. They were not Jews in the spiritual sense at all as Paul had explained years before:
Romans 9:6b “For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel.” 
The fact that they were slandering the teachings of Jesus Christ showed that they did not even begin to understand the Old Testament.
Revelation 2:10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. 
These were persecuted believers. They would know nothing of material prosperity, and they would suffer great persecution. Yet despite this they would be blessed with spiritual riches which would far outweigh the material riches they didn’t get. This was one of the two groups in Revelation 2 and 3 that were not criticized. We in the United States of America, who have been greatly prospered, should keep in mind Luke 12:48b: “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.” In our day there are many, who are in the “church of Smyrna,” who live under great persecution. 
One of the questions here for which I have no good answer is: Why does it say, “you will suffer persecution for ten days”? All I can say is that in the Bible, ten days appears to be a time of transition or testing (Jeremiah 42:7, Daniel 1:12). We know it was ten days between the LORD’s ascension and Pentecost. As I will show later in this study, I believe there will be ten days between the Rapture of the Church on the Feast of Trumpets and the beginning of the seven-year Tribulation on the day after the Day of Atonement.
Revelation 2:11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death.

To these, who will suffer death for the testimony of Jesus Christ, Jesus promised the crown of life. He also promised that those who overcome (have believed on Christ) will never have to fear the last judgment (the second death) which will come upon those who have not believed.
Revelation 2:12a “To the angel messenger of the church in Pergamum write: 
In this passage Jesus both encouraged and warned His messengers who shared the dominant characteristics of John’s Pergamum.
Pergamum was about 85 miles north of Ephesus. It was 20 miles west of the Aegean coast in a valley. The Turks call it Bergama and it has a population of about 65,000 people.
Revelation 2:12a These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. 
Those believers whose lives are characterized by Pergamum are in close combat with the enemy. They need to remember that they have a weapon which cannot be defeated. It is the Word of God. This is described in Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, penetrating even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; judging the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”
Revelation 2:13a I know where you live—where Satan has his throne.
Pergamum was noted as the location of a famous Temple to Zeus. It was a religious center with a large Acropolis which rose 500 feet above the city. Obviously, from the text, the Church there was heavily persecuted.
Revelation 2:13b Yet you remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city—where Satan lives. 
In this prophecy the believers of Pergamum, like those of Smyrna, were under severe persecution, even unto death. They were located in a place where the thinking of Satan was very powerful. These types of believers were commended for remaining “true to my name.” It is always important in reading the scripture to understand that in the ancient world, the concept of “name” meant more than what was inscribed on your birth certificate and used to take roll call. Men of note had their names expanded during their lives as they became famous for deeds they performed or offices they held. A person’s name spoke of their character and accomplishments. Thus, in this verse, being faithful to the “name” of Jesus was living as if you believed what He is, and what He has done.
The prophecy referred to a believer named Antipas who had been put to death in Pergamum. He was given the tribute of being called by Jesus, “my faithful witness.” The name Antipas is the Greek Ἀντίπας {än-tē-pä's} which means “like the father.” This was a fairly common Greek name. However, it could be argued that the name was symbolic in that like Jesus, the martyr was “like the Father.”
Pergamum was described as “where Satan lives.” This meant that Satan’s influence in Pergamum was very powerful. There is no denying Satan’s power everywhere on this earth, but from hearing them talk, I sometimes wonder if Christians have forgotten that Satan is merely a creature. It is true that he was the most brilliant and beautiful creature that ever came from the hand of God, but he is only just a creature. He is not omnipotent or omnipresent. His power mainly comes from his enormous organization of fallen angels or demons. He can only project his power on earth by using those who are not presently incarcerated in Hell. These consist of two categories. First are the fallen angels who still have their angelic bodies along with access to the heavens and the earth like Satan. Second are those who are commonly called demons. These are those who were fallen angels but have been cast to the earth to exist as evil spirits. They evidently must seek corporeal bodies (men or animals) to inhabit or possess. They often influence the minds of men by whispering lies into their souls. Only rarely does Satan personally take part in the temptation of any believer. His organization of fallen angels does the heavy lifting to carry out their leader’s plan. Much of what they really accomplish is based on influencing the thinking and policies of the people of this world to conform to Satan’s lies.
Revelation 2:14 Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality. 
The story of Balaam is taught in Numbers 22-24 and Numbers 31:8, 16. Although he seemed to have had a relationship with the LORD, for profit, he advised the Moabites that the best way to defeat the LORD’s purpose for Israel was to corrupt Israel with the practice of idolatry and immorality. The same scheme has also turned out to be a potent tactic by the enemy in corrupting the Lord’s purpose for His Church.
Revelation 2:15 Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 
It is obvious that both those false teachers compared to Balaam and those called Nicolaitans 
 were teaching variations on the theme that the moral teachings of the Law could be ignored in the age of Grace. This probably took root as a reaction to the legalism of the Judaizers. It also fit with the native Greek philosophy of Epicureanism which taught that pleasure is the supreme good and main goal of life.
This is a warning to believers who are commendably faithful to Christ in the middle of persecution but are sloppy about adhering to the doctrines of the Word of God.

Revelation 2:16 Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 
This is a warning to the believers who follow the Nicolaitans and the teaching of Balaam that Christ was coming soon. Remember in the Lord’s economy, “a day is as a thousand years and a thousand years as a day.”
 This was speaking about the Lord’s return as described later in Revelation:
Revelation 19:11a, 15 “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. -- Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations.”
Revelation 2:17a He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
This message is directed to all the “churches” (all believers). It also reminds us that it is the Spirit who has been entrusted with the revelation of God’s will.
Revelation 2:17b To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. 
What was the “hidden manna” that Jesus was promising to the faithful?  We can find the answer in another of John’s books:
John 6:32-35a “Jesus said to them, ‘I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven (manna), but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.’ ‘Sir,’ they said, ‘from now on give us this bread.’ Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life.’” 
We know that “he who overcomes” refers to every believer, so this simply promises everyone who has had faith in Christ will have the bread of life (eternal life). It is also described as “hidden” because it cannot be found without the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
Revelation 2:17b I will also give him a white stone with a new name 
 written on it, known only to him who receives it. 

What did Jesus mean when He said, “I will also give him a white stone”? In Greek culture a white stone was used to vote for a candidate. This is saying “God has voted for you because of your faith.” In voting for us, God has also given us a name, a new name that tells us that we have a new identity in Christ. Why did Jesus say it is “known only to him who receives it”? I can think of two possibilities. It can be saying that only God and the person believing can really be sure who has believed. Or it can be saying that each individual has to discover for himself what gifts and role God has given him for his life in the body of Christ. Both are true.
� There are many ways Jesus could have been standing “among” the lamps of the Golden Lampstand. His figure could have been translucent, or that of the lamps was translucent.


� Remember that the Jews read from the right to left, not the reverse as we do.


� Romans 3:2b “they have been entrusted with the very words of God.”


� Part of the objections of the Judaizers among the Christians was that Paul’s (and the other Apostles’) teachings went beyond what had been understood from the Old Testament (although those teachings could be inferred from the Old Testament if combined with the teaching and life of Christ).


� The concept of union with Christ was not made clear in the Old Testament. It was clear that God would send a redeemer who would be for the Gentiles as well as the Jews (Isaiah 49:6 “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth”). However, positional truth was part of the wonderful “mystery” not revealed in the Old Testament.


� I can’t help reflecting on the fact that the Age of Israel, from the time when Jacob was given the name “Israel” to the time of Pentecost was about 2000 years. The Age of the Church, which started at Pentecost in 30 AD is now bearing down on 2000 years old. Will there be equality in the length of the Age of Israel, and the Age of the Church???


� As in verse 1 the Greek word here translated “angel” is ἄγγελος {ä'n-ge-los}. It seems clear that the meaning here is also “messenger” which is the primary meaning of the Greek word.


� Jeremiah 31:30 “Instead, everyone will die for his own sin; whoever eats sour grapes--his own teeth will be set on edge.” Also recorded in many other places in scripture.


� 2 Peter 2:11 “yet even angels, although they are stronger and more powerful, do not bring slanderous accusations against such beings in the presence of the Lord.”


� Job 38:6-7 “On what were its (the earth’s) footings set, or who laid its cornerstone-- while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?”


� I should note that some have interpreted the seven churches in Revelation to refer to what they see as the historical periods of the Church. To begin with, their history of the church is confined to the history of the church in Europe. It ignores the history of the large number of Christians in Asia and Africa as if they never existed. Besides that their interpretation of the history of the European Church is based on a very incomplete and biased history.


� The Greek word here is κόπος {ko'-pos}. It means labor accompanied by a beating. “Trouble” is a better translation.


� It was not a prophecy of the history of the Church, it was a prescription for action.


� Here we find the Greek spelling Σατανᾶς {sä-tä-nä's} referring to the Hebrew שָׂטָן {sä·tän'} which means “adversary.”


� We looked at the Nicolaitans in verse 6 of Chapter 2.


� Psalms 90:4, 2 Peter 3:8


� This new name is also written about in Chapter 3 verse 12.
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