Revelation – Lesson 11
Revelation 11:8-19
In the last lesson on Revelation 11:1-7 we saw the ministry of the two great witnesses for the Lord during the first half of the seven-year Tribulation (42 months or 1260 days) in Revelation 11. We spent much of the lesson studying how the scripture gives clear indication that the two witnesses will be Moses and Elijah. We also saw how at the end of that time Abaddon, the beast that comes up from the Abyss will kill them. Abaddon was evidently the name of the leader of the fallen angels who have been confined in Hell for thousands of years. His name means “destruction.” The last verse from Revelation that we studied was Revelation 11:7. The voice was the voice of the angel from heaven who was speaking to John:
Revelation 11:7 “Now when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack them and overpower and kill them.” 
The deaths of these two witnesses will not occur before they will have led to faith a great number of the unbelievers who will survive the initial disasters to go into the Tribulation. In Revelation 12 we will see what will happen to these people after the deaths of Moses and Elijah.
Revelation 11:8 Their bodies will lie in the street of the great city, which is figuratively spiritually called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. 
The “great city” the angel was talking about was clearly Jerusalem as that is where Christ was crucified. The word the NIV translates as “figuratively” is the Greek πνευματικῶς {pnyü-mä-tē-kō's} which should be translated “spiritually” as the KJV, and ASV have it. Remember, the angel was referring to the Jerusalem of John’s day which had seen the miracles of Christ and rejected and crucified Him. They had been “spiritually” like Egypt, which had seen the miracles of the ten plagues and kept rejecting the authority of God. They had been “spiritually” like Sodom in that as a result of their wickedness they had been destroyed.
In Deuteronomy 32 the LORD had prophesied the ruin that had come to pass in John’s day 25 years after destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple. There the LORD had compared the spirit of the future Israel to Sodom:

Deuteronomy 32:15, 28-32 “Jeshurun 
 grew fat and kicked; filled with food, he became heavy and sleek. He abandoned the God who made him and rejected the Rock his Savior. --- They are a nation without sense, there is no discernment in them. If only they were wise and would understand this and discern what their end will be! How could one man chase a thousand, or two put ten thousand to flight, unless their Rock had sold them, unless the LORD had given them up? For their rock is not like our Rock, as even our enemies concede. Their vine comes from the vine of Sodom and from the fields of Gomorrah. Their grapes are filled with poison, and their clusters with bitterness. Their wine is the venom of serpents, the deadly poison of cobras.”
We aren’t told how the deaths of Moses and Elijah will be accomplished, but it must leave their bodies recognizable. Their deaths in Jerusalem must seem to signal to the unbelievers who hated their message that the message of these men can be safely ignored. 

Revelation 11:9 For three and a half days men from every people, tribe, language and nation will gaze on their bodies and refuse them burial. 
The hatred of many of the people of the world for the message of the witnesses will be so intense that they will vent their hatred by exposing their bodies. In the Jewish culture, that was a sign of total disrespect. That exposure will also be seen to serve the purpose of repudiating their message. The universal nature of that exposure to the whole world seems to speak of the mass communications only available in our day.
Revelation 11:10 The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and will celebrate by sending each other gifts, because these two prophets had tormented those who live on the earth. 
As we shall see in the next chapter, while this is going on, the believers from the first half of the Tribulation will be taken to a shelter prepared for them by the Lord to protect them from the inevitable retribution of their enemies. The rest of the world, which at that moment will all be unbelievers, will begin to celebrate the perceived defeat of the message of Moses and Elijah. You will remember that these two had been given great powers to defeat the designs of their enemies. Evidently, they had used those powers to protect Jerusalem and their converts. Also, evidently, they had gathered all their converts to Jerusalem for this occasion. With the death of Moses and Elijah however, their enemies will begin to contemplate the ways in which they will punish the converts the two witnesses left behind. Because scripture tells us that there will be no protection from death and slavery for the believers of the second half of the Tribulation (as we shall see), we can conclude that there will be protection from harm for them during the first half of the Tribulation.
It is ironic that they will celebrate the occasion by sending gifts to each other. Some have dubbed this “the Devil’s Christmas.”

Revelation 11:11 But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood on their feet, and terror struck those who saw them. 
Three and a half days into the three and a half years they will first stand on their feet, and then be taken up to Heaven. It is worth considering that the ministry of Jesus Christ was also three and a half years plus 3½ days from the beginning of His ministry to His Death on the Cross. His ministry began on the Day of Atonement, the 10th of Tishri (the 7th Jewish month) 26 AD, and it ended at the time of the Passover at twilight on 14th of Nisan (the 1st Jewish month) 30 AD. That was 3 and a half years plus 3½ days. Is that just a coincidence?
Revelation 11:12 Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” And they went up to heaven in a cloud, while their enemies looked on.
At the height of the celebration the two witnesses will raised be from the dead. According to my chronology, the end of the Tribulation will be on the Day of Atonement which is on the tenth day of the seventh month. Besides that, we know that the calendar will have been returned to a year with 12 lunar months of thirty days each. Also, according to my chronology that the beginning of the Tribulation will have begun seven years earlier on the eleventh day of the seventh month. If my chronology is accurate, then we also know from Revelation 11:3-8, that after 1260 days the two witnesses (Elijah and Moses) will be killed on the 10th of Nisan (the first month) and lie in the streets of Jerusalem for three and a half days. If they are killed in the morning of the tenth, three and a half days later would bring the time to twilight on the 14th of Nisan, or Passover. Then Moses and Elijah will then come to life and ascend to Heaven. So, this Resurrection will commemorate the Cross of Christ. God always seems to fulfill prophecy on significant dates.
You can imagine the consternation of the people who had published their victory over the message of the witnesses by displaying their dead bodies for everyone to see. That ongoing public display will enable the display of their victory over death by whatever media is being used in that day.
Revelation 11:13 At that very hour there was a severe earthquake and a tenth of the city collapsed. Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.
In Jerusalem, on that Passover, just as on the Passover of Christ’s crucifixion, there will be a severe earthquake:

Matthew 27:50-54 “And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.
 The earth shook and the rocks split.
 The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people. When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!”

The combined impact of the resurrection of Moses and Elijah and the earthquake will cause many of those who had resisted the Gospel to this point to accept the grace of God. Starting from this point on in the Tribulation, there will be a whole new group of people who will turn to the Lord. However, unlike the believers from the first half, they will be excluded from the protection of the Lord. Many of them will be killed and many will be imprisoned as we will see in Revelation 13:

Revelation 13:10 “If anyone is to go into captivity, into captivity he will go. If anyone is to be killed with the sword, with the sword he will be killed.
 This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of the saints.”
Revelation 11:14 The second woe has passed; the third woe is coming soon. 
The first two “woes” encompassed the disasters that happened after the initial four trumpets of the Tribulation which were the initial disasters. The first woe included the release of the fallen angels imprisoned in the Abyss (Revelation 9:1-12) and was greatest in its severity for five months, This second woe encompassed the release of the fallen angels bound at the Euphrates along with an army of 200 million (demons or fallen angels) under them. This army could be made up of demons that were imprisoned along with them, or it could include all the demons who currently are confined to the surface of the earth. We see those recorded in Scripture as those who are looking for bodies to possess.
 This woe includes the remainder of the first half of the Tribulation. This time period also contained the unrevealed seven thunders of the Lion.
Revelation 11:15 The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever.” 
The seventh Trumpet signals the start of the final act, the last three and a half years of the Tribulation, at the end of which Jesus Christ will have retaken the world and will reign from then until forever. The last three and a half years actually will start with the deaths of Moses and Elijah. The initial phase of that period is described in Chapter 12. What is described next is what happens in this final phase.
Revelation 11:16-17 And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on their thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, saying: “We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was, because you have taken your great power and have begun to reign. 
The focus of John’s narrative switches from the message of the angel from heaven to the throne of God which had been described before. As mentioned before, the twenty-four elders represent the twelve tribes and the twelve apostles (Israel and the Church which are the Body of Christ). Thanksgiving will be made to God by them as a response, because during this last period Christ will finally exercise His wrath against Satan and the world system after so many years of forbearance.
Revelation 11:18a The nations were angry; and your wrath has come. 
This describes as past what is yet future because God sees everything as already accomplished. The nations in their anger will conspire to gather against Jerusalem and to destroy all of God’s people. At that time the LORD’s wrath will finally be unrestrained.

Revelation 11:18b The time has come for judging the dead, and for rewarding your servants the prophets and your saints and those who reverence your name, both small and great
During this period, there will be a judgment. It cannot be the Great White Throne Judgment of unbelievers because we know that follows the Millennium (Revelation 20:11). This judgment is described as the time for judging the dead and rewarding the saints. This clearly is speaking of the Judgment Seat of Christ when believers who have died or been Raptured are evaluated and rewarded. The Judgment Seat of Christ is also described in the following verses:

2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.”

Romans 14:10 “You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat.”

1 Corinthians 3:11-15 “For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.”
Thus, we might conclude that it will be during this period of the Tribulation that the Judgment Seat of Christ occurs in Heaven. At the same time, the Lord will be preparing for the total destruction of His enemies.
Revelation 11:18c —and for destroying those who destroy the earth.” 

As the rest of the Book of Revelation reveals it will also be the time when Jesus Christ will completely destroy those who are truly destroying God’s earth, Satan and his servants (the number of which ironically include many environmentalists).
Revelation 11:19a Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and within his temple was seen the ark of his covenant. 
Remember, the Ark of the Covenant symbolized Jesus Christ. It also stood for God’s promise to His people Israel which is encompassed in Christ. In the vision, God was about to show how He would fulfill all His promises to Israel, so John was shown the Ark of the Covenant which in John’s day hadn’t been seen by mortal eye for over 600 years. This was to show that God has never lost track of His plan and His promises to Israel. For the Millennium to come, the Ark stood for more than just Jesus’ First Advent. For His Second Advent, the gold pot of manna stands for His perfect provision, the tables of the Law stand for His perfect justice, and the rod of Aaron stands for His complete authority.
Revelation 11:19b And there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and a great hailstorm.

This is the dramatic signal that the second act of the second half of the Tribulation with its great violence was about to be revealed.
� Jeshurun - a poetical name for the people of Israel, used in token of affection, meaning, “the dear upright people” (Deut. 32:15; 33:5, 26; Isa. 44:2).


� At that moment the Temple would have been full of Worshipper's bringing their Passover Lambs to be sacrificed.


� It is a fact that Herod the Great had added thirty feet in height to the original second temple. At an unspecified subsequent point of time this additional superstructure collapsed. In Nero’s time they had work underway to restore the collapsed part (BOOK XV, CHAPTER 11, Verse 3, Antiquities of the Jews, Flavius Josephus). The whole Temple was destroyed before it was completed. This invites speculation whether the earthquake described here was the cause of the collapse.


� Very similar to Jeremiah 15:2 and Jeremiah 43:11.


� There are many verses that record demon possession in the Gospels. However, in Luke, Jesus gives us an insight into their motivation. Luke 11:24 -26 “When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order. Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that man is worse than the first.” 
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