Numbers – Lesson 1
Numbers 1:1– 3:51
The Book of Numbers continued the story of the travels of the people of Israel from their slavery in Egypt to the Promised Land. Our study in Exodus took us through the first year in the desert and the completion of the Tabernacle. In the canon of scripture, the book of Leviticus follows Exodus. However, it doesn’t continue the history of the people of Israel, but rather is made up of the rules and regulations for the worship which was centered on the Tabernacle and the Aaronic Priesthood. We will study Leviticus at a later time. Instead, we will continue with the historical account as presented in Numbers.
Fittingly, the account in Numbers began with “numbering” the people. They took a census of the people which included those people that were to be counted according to the instructions of the LORD to Moses on the mountain (Exodus 30:12-13). This second census was evidently not the same as the one in which each male paid a ransom of a half a shekel before they were counted as ransomed. It is fitting that the silver obtained in that first census was exactly the amount (100 talents) that was needed in the construction of the Tabernacle (Exodus 38:25-28).
 The Tabernacle represented Jesus Christ who is the real ransom.
Numbers 1:1-2 The LORD spoke to Moses in the Tent of Meeting in the Desert of Sinai on the first day of the second month of the second year 
 after the Israelites came out of Egypt. He said: “Take a census of the whole Israelite community by their clans and families, listing every man by name, one by one. 
This census was to involve enlisting every man in the whole Israelite community, name by name. The census would have included all the aliens who came out of Egypt with Israel and passed through the Red Sea with Moses (1 Corinthians 10:1-2). Each one would have been assigned to a tribe, just like the hundreds of servants of Jacob had been assigned to a tribe. This census became the legal basis of inheritance in Israel and the lines of descent were updated over the generations. This ongoing record was also the basis of the genealogies of Christ found in Matthew and Luke.
Numbers 1:3 You and Aaron are to number by their divisions all the men in Israel twenty years old or more who are able to serve in the army. 
Only those who were twenty years and older were to be counted. All these were the ones who were enrolled for military service.
Numbers 1:4-15 One man from each tribe, each the head of his family, is to help you. These are the names of the men who are to assist you: from Reuben, Elizur son of Shedeur; from Simeon, Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai; from Judah, Nahshon son of Amminadab; from Issachar, Nethanel son of Zuar; from Zebulun, Eliab son of Helon;
 from the sons of Joseph: from Ephraim, Elishama son of Ammihud; from Manasseh, Gamaliel son of Pedahzur; from Benjamin, Abidan son of Gideoni; from Dan, Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai; from Asher, Pagiel son of Ocran; from Gad, Eliasaph son of Deuel; from Naphtali, Ahira son of Enan.” 
The responsibility for the census of each tribe was delegated to the leader of each tribe. He undoubtedly, in his turn had other helpers. You will notice that the tribe of Levi is  excluded from these directions.
Numbers 1:16-19 These were the men appointed from the community, the leaders of their ancestral tribes. They were the heads of the clans thousands 
 of Israel. Moses and Aaron took these men whose names had been given, and they called the whole community together on the first day of the second month. The people indicated their ancestry by their clans and families, and the men twenty years old or more were listed by name, one by one, as the LORD commanded Moses. And so he counted them in the Desert of Sinai: 
The census not only took account of their names, but also of their individual ancestry.
Numbers 1:20-21 From the descendants of Reuben the firstborn son of Israel: All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by name, one by one, according to the records of their clans and families. The number from the tribe of Reuben was 46,500. 
This was the census of Reuben, the first born son of Israel, by his wife Leah.
Numbers 1:22-23 From the descendants of Simeon: All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were counted and listed by name, one by one, according to the records of their clans and families. The number from the tribe of Simeon was 59,300. 
This was the census of Simeon, the second born son of Israel, by his wife Leah.
Numbers 1:24-25 From the descendants of Gad: All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans and families. The number from the tribe of Gad was 45,650. 
This was the census of Gad, the seventh born son of Israel, by Leah’s maid Zilpah.
Numbers 1:26-27 From the descendants of Judah: All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans and families. The number from the tribe of Judah was 74,600. 
This was the census of Judah, the fourth born son of Israel, by his wife Leah.
Numbers 1:28-29 From the descendants of Issachar: All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans and families. The number from the tribe of Issachar was 54,400. 
This was the census of Issachar, the ninth born son of Israel, by his wife Leah.
Numbers 1:30-31 From the descendants of Zebulun: All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans and families. The number from the tribe of Zebulun was 57,400. 
This was the census of Zebulon, the tenth born son of Israel, by his wife Leah.
Numbers 1:32-33 From the sons of Joseph: From the descendants of Ephraim: All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans and families. The number from the tribe of Ephraim was 40,500. 
This was the census of Ephraim. He was the son of Joseph, the eleventh born son of Israel, by his wife Rachel. Because of the disgrace of Reuben, Joseph was given the double portion of inheritance usually given to the eldest son. As one of his two sons Ephraim received an inheritance equal to that of his uncles.
Numbers 1:34-35 From the descendants of Manasseh: All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans and families. The number from the tribe of Manasseh was 32,200. 
This was the census of Manasseh. He was the other son of Joseph, the eleventh born son of Israel, by his wife Rachel. His inheritance was part of the double portion given to his father Joseph. He also received an inheritance equal to that of his uncles. 
Numbers 1:36-37 From the descendants of Benjamin: All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans and families. The number from the tribe of Benjamin was 35,400. 
This was the census of Benjamin, the twelfth born son of Israel, by his wife Rachel.
Numbers 1:38-39 From the descendants of Dan: All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans and families. The number from the tribe of Dan was 62,700. 
This was the census of Dan, the fifth born son of Israel, by his wife Rachel’s maid Bilhah.
Numbers 1:40-41 From the descendants of Asher: All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans and families. The number from the tribe of Asher was 41,500. 
This was the census of Asher, the eighth born son of Israel, by his wife Leah’s maid Zilpah.
Numbers 1:42-43 From the descendants of Naphtali: All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans and families. The number from the tribe of Naphtali was 53,400. 
This was the census of Naphtali, the sixth born son of Israel, by his wife Rachel’s maid Bilhah. 
Numbers 1:44-46 These were the men counted by Moses and Aaron and the twelve leaders of Israel, each one representing his family. All the Israelites twenty years old or more who were able to serve in Israel’s army were counted according to their families. The total number was 603,550. 
This brought the total enrolled for the army at 603,550. This agreed exactly with the earlier simple ransom census in Exodus 38:26. You will notice that it didn’t include those who were too infirm or old to be able to serve in the army. We aren’t given that number, or the number of girls, women, or young men and boys under the age of twenty.
Numbers 1:47-49 The families of the tribe of Levi, however, were not counted along with the others. The LORD had said to Moses: “You must not count the tribe of Levi or include them in the census of the other Israelites.
 
The tribe of Levi was not counted in this census and they were not to serve in the army. They had other responsibilities which were really more important. As we shall see they were by far the smallest of the tribes.
Numbers 1:50 Instead, appoint the Levites to be in charge of the tabernacle of the Testimony--over all its furnishings and everything belonging to it. They are to carry the tabernacle and all its furnishings; they are to take care of it and encamp around it. Whenever the tabernacle is to move, the Levites are to take it down, and whenever the tabernacle is to be set up, the Levites shall do it. Anyone else who goes near it shall be put to death. 
The Levites were to serve the Tabernacle and were also responsible for moving it and all of its furniture. Over the history of Israel, they also came to be responsible for teaching the Law of the LORD.
Numbers 1:52-54 The Israelites are to set up their tents by divisions, each man in his own camp under his own standard. The Levites, however, are to set up their tents around the tabernacle of the Testimony so that wrath will not fall on the Israelite community. The Levites are to be responsible for the care of the tabernacle of the Testimony.” The Israelites did all this just as the LORD commanded Moses.

While the other tribes were to camp in the manner described below in Numbers 2, the camp of the Levites was to be next to the Tabernacle and surround it. 

Numbers 2:1-2 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: “The Israelites are to camp around the Tent of Meeting some distance from it, each man under his standard with the banners of his family.” 
On the other side of the Levites would encamp the other twelve tribes.
Numbers 2:3-9 On the east, toward the sunrise, the divisions of the camp of Judah are to encamp under their standard. The leader of the people of Judah is Nahshon son of Amminadab. His division numbers 74,600. The tribe of Issachar will camp next to them. The leader of the people of Issachar is Nethanel son of Zuar. His division numbers 54,400. The tribe of Zebulun will be next. The leader of the people of Zebulun is Eliab son of Helon. His division numbers 57,400. All the men assigned to the camp of Judah, according to their divisions, number 186,400. They will set out first. 
On the other side of the Levites toward the east and the entrance to the Tabernacle the three tribes of Judah, Issachar, and Zebulon would camp, with Judah the closest and Zebulon the farthest. This was called the “camp of Judah.” It was the largest of the four camps.
It is interesting to note that to get to the entrance of the Tabernacle one had to go through Judah, the line of Christ. Of course one also had to go through the camp of the Levites which surrounded the Tabernacle. Christ’s human ancestry came through Mary whose father was from the tribe of Judah. Her mother was from the line of Aaron (Levites).
Numbers 2:10-15 On the south will be the divisions of the camp of Reuben under their standard. The leader of the people of Reuben is Elizur son of Shedeur. His division numbers 46,500. The tribe of Simeon will camp next to them. The leader of the people of Simeon is Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai. His division numbers 59,300. The tribe of Gad will be next. The leader of the people of Gad is Eliasaph son of Deuel. His division numbers 45,650. 2:16 All the men assigned to the camp of Reuben, according to their divisions, number 151,450. They will set out second. 
On the other side of the Levites toward the south the three tribes of Reuben, Simeon, and Gad would camp, with Reuben the closest and Gad the farthest. This was called the “camp of Reuben.”

Numbers 2:17 Then the Tent of Meeting and the camp of the Levites will set out in the middle of the camps. They will set out in the same order as they encamp, each in his own place under his standard. 
This tells us that when the camp broke up to move, the order of the march would be in the same as order of the camp. The camp of Judah went first followed by the other camps in the order listed here. The precise order is given again in Numbers 10:13-28.
Numbers 2:18-24 On the west will be the divisions of the camp of Ephraim under their standard. The leader of the people of Ephraim is Elishama son of Ammihud. His division numbers 40,500. The tribe of Manasseh will be next to them. The leader of the people of Manasseh is Gamaliel son of Pedahzur. His division numbers 32,200. The tribe of Benjamin will be next. The leader of the people of Benjamin is Abidan son of Gideoni. His division numbers 35,400. 2:24 All the men assigned to the camp of Ephraim, according to their divisions, number 108,100. They will set out third. 
On the other side of the Levites, toward the west, the two tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh (the two sons of Joseph) and the tribe of Benjamin would camp. These included all the tribes descended from Jacob’s wife Rachel. This was called the “camp of Ephraim.” It was the smallest of the four camps, being only a little more than half the size of the camp of Judah.
Numbers 2:25-30 On the north will be the divisions of the camp of Dan, under their standard. The leader of the people of Dan is Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai. His division numbers 62,700. The tribe of Asher will camp next to them. The leader of the people of Asher is Pagiel son of Ocran. His division numbers 41,500. The tribe of Naphtali will be next. The leader of the people of Naphtali is Ahira son of Enan. His division numbers 53,400. All the men assigned to the camp of Dan number 157,600. They will set out last, under their standards. 
On the other side of the Levites toward the north the three tribes of Dan, Asher, and Naphtali would camp, with Reuben the closest and Gad the farthest. This was called the “camp of Dan.”
Numbers 2:32-33 These are the Israelites, counted according to their families. All those in the camps, by their divisions, number 603,550.
 The Levites, however, were not counted along with the other Israelites, as the LORD commanded Moses.
So the tribes were counted according to the LORD’s instructions, leaving out the Levites.
Numbers 2:34 So the Israelites did everything the LORD commanded Moses; that is the way they encamped under their standards, and that is the way they set out, each with his clan and family.
They also camped and marched according to the LORD’s instructions. The order of camping within their own tribe was evidently left to the tribal leaders. It was important that they should camp together and march together. When they finally arrived in the land, they would be settled according to those tribes, and it was important that when they arrived they still thought of themselves as units.
Numbers 3:1 This is the account of the family of Aaron and Moses at the time the LORD talked with Moses on Mount Sinai. 
The account diverges to study the family of Moses and Aaron at that time.
Numbers 3:2-3 The names of the sons of Aaron were Nadab the firstborn and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. Those were the names of Aaron’s sons, the anointed priests, who were ordained to serve as priests. 
In the very beginning, there were only four priests to help Aaron. They were his four sons.
Numbers 3:4a Nadab and Abihu, however, fell dead before the LORD when they made an offering with unauthorized fire before him in the Desert of Sinai. 
This event was recorded in Leviticus:

Leviticus 10:1-3 “Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, contrary to his command. So fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. Moses then said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD spoke of when he said: “‘Among those who approach me I will show myself holy; in the sight of all the people I will be honored.’” Aaron remained silent. 
Since the only time incense was to be added to the fire in the censer was when the High Priest entered before the Lord’s presence in the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement, it seems probable from just this passage that Nadab and Abihu tried to enter the Holy of Holies which they were not authorized to do. Only on the Day of Atonement was the High Priest allowed to enter. They chose to enter shortly after Passover, almost six months before the Day of Atonement. Also, neither of them was a High Priests. 
This left only Aaron’s two sons to help him with duties of the priesthood. However, the LORD had to make an example of Nadab and Abihu. The most important lesson of the Tabernacle was that sinful man cannot approach God without the atonement of Christ (the innocent sacrifice). The violation of Nadab and Abihu was violating that message that the LORD had designed. God knew that the deaths of Nadab and Abihu were worth the lesson that was being taught. In a very similar way He killed Uzzah for laying hands on the Ark when David was bringing the Ark up to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6:1-8). We should keep in mind that the second after Nadab and Abihu were killed, they were taken by the angels to Abraham’s Bosom (also called “Paradise).
Numbers 3:4b They had no children. Eleazar and Ithamar served as priests in the lifetime of their father Aaron. NRSV
Evidently there were only two priests, Eleazar and Ithamar, old enough to serve with Aaron at that time in the second year of the Exodus. We do know that both Eleazar and Ithamar had a number of children who were serving as priests by the time the people entered the land.
 Numbers 8:24 indicates that twenty-five years of age was the youngest age when a Levite was eligible to serve. Evidently at this time, thirty-nine years before the death of Aaron, neither Eleazar nor Ithamar had any sons who were old enough. Some of them may have become eligible shortly afterward. We do know that by the time two generations, or a little more than forty years later, when they finally conquered the land, there were enough priests and their families to give them land to found thirteen towns (Joshua 21:19). The LORD had obviously made their women very fertile, because that was probably at least two to three hundred souls.
Numbers 3:5-9 The LORD said to Moses, “Bring the tribe of Levi and present them to Aaron the priest to assist him. They are to perform duties for him and for the whole community at the Tent of Meeting by doing the work of the tabernacle. They are to take care of all the furnishings of the Tent of Meeting, fulfilling the obligations of the Israelites by doing the work of the tabernacle. Give the Levites to Aaron and his sons; they are the Israelites who are to be given wholly to him. 
To assist in the duties of the Tabernacle the rest of the Levites, the tribe of Moses and Aaron, were dedicated to the work connected with the Tabernacle.
Numbers 3:10 Appoint Aaron and his sons 
 to serve as priests; anyone else who approaches the sanctuary must be put to death.” 
However, only those Levites who were descended from Aaron could do the work of a priest.
Numbers 3:11-13 The LORD also said to Moses, “I have taken the Levites from among the Israelites in place of the first male offspring of every Israelite woman. The Levites are mine, for all the firstborn 
 are mine. When I struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, I set apart for myself every firstborn in Israel, whether man or animal. They are to be mine. I am the LORD.” 
The Levites stood as representatives for the firstborn sons for Israel. They maintained the Tabernacle which represented the firstborn son of God, Jesus Christ. Remember, they did not have to pay a ransom of a half shekel as the others did in their first census. They were the ransom.
Numbers 3:14-16 The LORD said to Moses in the Desert of Sinai, “Count the Levites by their families and clans. Count every male a month old or more.” So Moses counted them, as he was commanded by the word of the LORD. 
The Levites were counted by a different census with different rules. Any Levite who had passed the age to be presented as the firstborn was counted.
 
Numbers 3:17 These were the names of the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath and Merari. 
Levi was the second son of Jacob by his wife Leah. These were his sons. Their descendants each made up a clan.
Numbers 3:18-20 These were the names of the Gershonite clans: Libni and Shimei. The Kohathite clans: Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel. The Merarite clans: Mahli and Mushi. These were the Levite clans, according to their families. 
The Levitical clans were further broken down to eight sub-clans. Aaron’s descendants were part of the sub-clan of Amram of the clan of Kohath (Exodus 6:16-25).
Numbers 3:21-26 To Gershon belonged the clans of the Libnites and Shimeites; these were the Gershonite clans. The number of all the males a month old or more who were counted was 7,500. The Gershonite clans were to camp on the west, behind the tabernacle. The leader of the families of the Gershonites was Eliasaph son of Lael. At the Tent of Meeting the Gershonites were responsible for the care of the tabernacle and tent, its coverings, the curtain at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, the curtains of the courtyard, the curtain at the entrance to the courtyard surrounding the tabernacle and altar, and the ropes--and everything related to their use.
This recorded the number of the Gershonites and their duties which were to care for the linen curtains of the inner tabernacle and the covering tent of hides. They were also responsible for the outer court including the Brazen Altar. In the Levite camp around the Tabernacle they were to occupy the space on the west, behind the Tabernacle.
Numbers 3:27-32 To Kohath belonged the clans of the Amramites, Izharites, Hebronites and Uzzielites; these were the Kohathite clans. The number of all the males a month old or more was 8,600. The Kohathites were responsible for the care of the sanctuary. The Kohathite clans were to camp on the south side of the tabernacle. The leader of the families of the Kohathite clans was Elizaphan son of Uzziel. They were responsible for the care of the ark, the table, the lampstand, the altars, the articles of the sanctuary used in ministering, the curtain, and everything related to their use. The chief leader of the Levites was Eleazar son of Aaron, the priest. He was appointed over those who were responsible for the care of the sanctuary. 
This recorded the number of the Kohathites and their duties which were to care for everything within the Holy Place and Holy of Holies including the curtain that divided the two. It is said that they were to take care of the “altars” which means they were responsible for the bronze altar in the courtyard as well as the golden altar in the Holy Place. In the Levite camp around the Tabernacle they were to occupy the space on the south of the Tabernacle. The leader of the Kohathites was not Aaron, but his eldest son Eleazar. Moses, Aaron and his sons were Kohathites.
Numbers 3:33-37 To Merari belonged the clans of the Mahlites and the Mushites; these were the Merarite clans. The number of all the males a month old or more who were counted was 6,200. The leader of the families of the Merarite clans was Zuriel son of Abihail; they were to camp on the north side of the tabernacle. The Merarites were appointed to take care of the frames of the tabernacle, its crossbars, posts, bases, all its equipment, and everything related to their use, as well as the posts of the surrounding courtyard with their bases, tent pegs and ropes. 
This recorded the number of the Merarites and their duties which were to care for all the frames and posts of the Tabernacle and courtyard and everything needed to set them in place. In the Levite camp around the Tabernacle they were to occupy the space on the north of the Tabernacle.
Numbers 3:38 Moses and Aaron and his sons were to camp to the east of the tabernacle, toward the sunrise, in front of the Tent of Meeting. They were responsible for the care of the sanctuary on behalf of the Israelites. Anyone else who approached the sanctuary was to be put to death.
On the east, in front of the entrance to the Tabernacle, Moses, and Aaron and his sons camped.

Numbers 3:39 The total number of Levites counted at the LORD’s command by Moses and Aaron according to their clans, including every male a month old or more, was 22,000. 
Notice that the numbers were 7,500 Gershonites, 8,600 Kohathites, and 6,200 Merarites. This adds up to 22,300 not 22,000. The New International Commentary makes this explanation: “The total number of the Levites is given as 22,000, which is the correct number, as may be seen from verses 43 and 46, but, if the numbers in verses 22, 28 and 34 are added, the total is 22,300. It has been suggested with some Septuagint support that at verse 28 the true reading is שָׁלוֹשׁ {shalosh} which is 3, instead of שֵׁשׁ {shesh} which is 6. The theory is that because of the similarity of the two words, the wrong number was inserted, thus changing 8,300 to 8,600. 
Numbers 3:40 The LORD said to Moses, “Count all the firstborn Israelite males who are a month old or more and make a list of their names.
The first born Israelite males referred to all those besides the Levites. 
Numbers 3:41-45 Take the Levites for me in place of all the firstborn of the Israelites, and the livestock of the Levites in place of all the firstborn of the livestock of the Israelites. I am the LORD.” So Moses counted all the firstborn of the Israelites, as the LORD commanded him. The total number of firstborn males a month old or more, listed by name, was 22,273. The LORD also said to Moses, “Take the Levites in place of all the firstborn of Israel, and the livestock of the Levites in place of their livestock. The Levites are to be mine. I am the LORD. 
The small number of firstborn males (22,273) compared to the total number of males in the census (603,550) makes it obvious that the firstborn counted here were only those who had been born in the year since the rule of the firstborn had been established in Exodus 13:1. There was evidently no count of the recent firstborn livestock of the Israelites compared to the total livestock of the Levites. They were counted as enough.
Numbers 3:46-51 To redeem the 273 firstborn Israelites who exceed the number of the Levites, collect five shekels for each one, according to the sanctuary shekel, which weighs twenty gerahs. Give the money for the redemption of the additional Israelites to Aaron and his sons.” So Moses collected the redemption money from those who exceeded the number redeemed by the Levites. From the firstborn of the Israelites he collected silver weighing 1,365 shekels, according to the sanctuary shekel. Moses gave the redemption money to Aaron and his sons, as he was commanded by the word of the LORD.

Among other things, since all the firstborn were redeemed, this also helped established in the Old Testament the principal of unlimited atonement. The sin of every Israelite would be atoned for by the Levites who represented God’s “Firstborn Son.” However, only those who believed would be credited with the righteousness which is by faith. Below, I have a Table which shows the censuses described in these chapters.
Census of Tribes other than Levi

Census of Levi

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Males Over 20
	
	     Males Over 1
	

	Reuben
	46,500
	Gershon
	7,500

	Simeon
	59,300
	Kohath
	8,600

	Gad
	45,650
	Merari
	6,200

	Judah
	74,600
	Total Levi
	22,300

	Issachar
	54,400
	
	

	Zebulun
	57,400
	Males 30-50 
	


	Ephraim
	40,500
	Gershon
	2,630

	Manasseh
	32,200
	Kohath
	2,750

	Benjamin
	35,400
	Merari
	3,200

	Dan
	62,700
	Total Levi
	8,580

	Asher
	41,500
	
	

	Naphtali
	53,400
	
	

	Total Israel
	603,550
	
	

	
	
	
	


See attached diagram of the Camp of Israel. You will notice it looks like a Cross, with the Tabernacle and the Ark in the middle of it.
� Exodus 38:25, 27-28 “The silver obtained from those of the community who were counted in the census was 100 talents and 1,775 shekels, according to the sanctuary shekel. -- The 100 talents of silver were used to cast the bases for the sanctuary and for the curtain--100 bases from the 100 talents, one talent for each base. They used the 1,775 shekels to make the hooks for the posts, to overlay the tops of the posts, and to make their bands.”


� Fifteen days after the first Passover celebrated with the new Tabernacle.


� Probably Elon – Genesis 46:14


� This isn’t the Hebrew מִשְׁפָּחָה {mish·pä·khä'} which the NIV previously translated “clans. This is אֶלֶף {eh'·lef} which means “thousands.” It refers to the administrative division of authority instituted on the advice of Jethro in Exodus 18:24-25.


� This would mean that they had not had to pay the half shekel price of atonement that was imposed on all the other Jews. Perhaps this was because, as servants of the Tabernacle, they were the ones entrusted to acting out the atonement.


� The order of march is interesting in one respect. Judah, the line of Christ goes first. Dan, probably the line of the false prophet goes last. Among the 144,000 witnesses of Revelation, Dan will not be represented.


� There were at least enough priests to carry the Ark (at least ten) around Jericho with seven other priests blowing trumpets before them( Joshua 6:6).


� The term “sons” also included grandsons, great grandson, etc. They had to be at least 25 to serve.


� Remember, Reuben who was biologically the firstborn, had lost the legal honor because he had slept with his father’s concubine Bilhah (Genesis 35:22). Levi was the third son. Traditionally, the rights of the first born were two fold. First there was the family priesthood. Second there was the double portion. They priesthood was given to Levi, the double portion was given to Joseph.


� Just past one month was the age to be dedicated as the firstborn – Numbers 18:16.


� Numbers 4:39-40
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