Malachi Lesson 1 – Malachi 1:1 – 2:12
Written about 450 BC
The predominance of opinion dates the writing of the Book of Malachi in the middle of the 5th Century BC. The internal evidence seems to support this date. It was clearly written during the time of the Persian governors (Malachi 1:8), and some time after the completion of the Temple (Malachi 1:10). Although the condition of intermarriage with unbelievers (Malachi 2:11) was similar to the conditions mentioned in the historical books of Ezra and Nehemiah (Ezra 10:10, Nehemiah 10:30), neither of those men are mentioned in the book, leading to the speculation that the book was written just before their ministry. Their ministry was from about 475 to 425 BC. However, I expect any time from twenty years on either side of that time frame is defensible. I am willing to straddle the fence and put the time right in the middle at 450 BC. In any case Malachi was the last of the prophetical books, and its two striking prophecies (Malachi 3:1-2, Malachi 4:5-6) of the two advents of the Lord are thus more dramatic.
Malachi 1:1 An oracle: The word of the LORD to Israel through Malachi. 

The word translated as the name Malachi is the Hebrew word מַלְאָכִי {mal·ä·kē'} which means “my messenger.” You can see that this presents the possibility that this was not the prophet’s proper name, but his function. Certainly, it can be argued, that this should be translated as “my messenger” rather than as it is, the name Malachi. In fact, in Malachi 3:1, the same Hebrew word מַלְאָכִי is translated “messenger.” In the New Testament, that verse is quoted by Jesus Christ in Matthew 11:10. There it is translated as “my messenger.”
 The prophet is never mentioned any where else in the Bible except in this verse where he is called “my messenger.” It is a high honor indeed for the last prophet of the Old Testament.

As we read verse 2 we see the prophecy take up the format the book follows thereafter. First is what the LORD has to say. Then the LORD accurately recorded what the people of Israel of that day would have said if they could speak with the voice of the majority. To make it easier to understand, I will render the voice of Israel in Bold Italic.
Malachi 1:2a “I have loved you,” says the LORD. “But you ask, ‘How have you loved us?’ 
The “you” here was Israel (verse 1). The LORD was speaking of His love and care for “Israel.” “Israel” were the peoples descended from Jacob (whose name was Israel). In the last 300 years before the time of Malachi, the people of Israel had seen the Northern Kingdom destroyed and permanently scattered by the Assyrians, and the Southern Kingdom destroyed and carried into exile by the Babylonians. Although, at the time of this writing, the Jews had been back into the land of Israel and in the city of Jerusalem for almost seventy years, they had undergone many threats. All the Jews of the Persian Empire had nearly been handed over to Haman for destruction in the time of Esther about 30 years before. Those among the Jews who had returned to Judea had been continually harassed and threatened by their neighboring provinces. They might well think, “If this is the way you love us, we’ll take something else.
Malachi 1:2b-3a “Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?” the LORD says. “Yet I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have hated,
 
It is important to understand here that in the last sentence, “I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have hated,” the LORD was speaking of the nations of Israel (Jacob) and Edom (Esau). The connection was made in the first verse when he said he loved Israel. The names of the founders of the groups or nations were understood to apply to the groups or nations. Other examples of this usage are found later in Malachi. One example is when the prophet speaks of “Levi” when he is clearly referring to the Levitical priesthood (Malachi 2.4-8). Another example is when the prophet speaks of Judah in Malachi 2:11 when he is referring to the nation of Judah, not the fourth son of Jacob. 

The point the LORD was making was that Jacob and Esau were both descendants of Isaac and Abraham. Both the descendants of both Jacob and Esau had become equally wicked. In spite of that, God had preserved Israel (though through judgment) and destroyed Edom.
Malachi 1:3b and I have turned his mountains into a wasteland and left his inheritance to the desert jackals.” 
Not much is known from the historical record about what happened to Edom during the Babylonian conquest of the area, but we know that shortly after this time, the Nabateans from Arabia took control of the area of Edom. This is confirmed by this passage. Those Edomites (also called “Idumeans”) that survived had to flee to Jewish territory.
Malachi 1:4 Edom may say, “Though we have been crushed, we will rebuild the ruins.” But this is what the LORD of Hosts 
 says: “They may build, but I will demolish. They will be called the Wicked Land, a people always under the wrath of the LORD. 
As the LORD promised, Edom was never reestablished. The sin of most of the nation was the same as the sin of their progenitor, Esau. Although they had known who the LORD was, they had rejected Him for the pleasures of the world.
Malachi 1:5 You will see it with your own eyes and say, ‘Great is the LORD--even beyond the borders of Israel!’ 
What this verse is saying is that Israel would see the judgment on Edom’s wickedness (that is the wickedness of Esau’s descendants). Then they would cheer the LORD’s justice “beyond the borders of Israel.” However, they would not seem to realize that the LORD would also execute equal justice within the borders of Israel, that is, on the Jews themselves if they did not respect Him.

Malachi 1:6a “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If I am a father, where is the honor due me? If I am a master, where is the respect due me?” says the LORD of Hosts.
With their lips, the Jews spoke of the LORD as their “father and master.” However, with their actions, they showed Him no respect.
Malachi 1:6b “It is you, O priests, who show contempt for my name.
And of all the people, it was the priests who were the worst.
Malachi 1:6c “But you ask, ‘How have we shown contempt for your name?’ 
The Jews were oblivious to the many ways they had showed contempt for the LORD who they only honored with their lips as “Father” and “Master.”
Malachi 1:7-8a “You place defiled food on my altar. “But you ask, ‘How have we defiled you?’ “By saying that the LORD’s table is contemptible. When you bring blind animals for sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong? 
According to the Law of Moses, all sacrifices were to be without defect. This was important because those sacrifices were meant to represent Jesus Christ, the perfect, sinless Son of God:
Leviticus 1:2-3 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When any of you brings an offering to the LORD, bring as your offering an animal from either the herd or the flock. “‘If the offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he is to offer a male without defect.’”

Leviticus 3:1 “‘If someone’s offering is a fellowship offering, and he offers an animal from the herd, whether male or female, he is to present before the LORD an animal without defect.’”

Also see, Exodus 12:5, Exodus 29:1, Leviticus 4:1, Leviticus 4:22-23, Leviticus 4:27-28, Leviticus 5:14-15 and many other passages. 

Malachi 1:8b Try offering them to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you?” says the LORD of Hosts. 
The reference to a governor פִּסֵּחַ {pis·sā'·akh}, rather than king, as chief magistrate of the Jews clearly indicates that this book was written after the return of the Jews from exile, when their ruler was a Persian governor appointed by the King of Persia. Also, since the governor spoken of here is spoken of in an adversarial tone, this was probably before Nehemiah became their governor. Nehemiah described the demanding habits of their Persian governors before Nehemiah:
Nehemiah 5:14-15 “Moreover, from the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when I was appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, until his thirty-second year--twelve years--neither I nor my brothers ate the food allotted to the governor. But the earlier governors--those preceding me--placed a heavy burden on the people and took forty shekels of silver from them in addition to food and wine. Their assistants also lorded it over the people. But out of reverence for God I did not act like that.”

The point Malachi was making here was that they showed more reverence for the Persian Governor than for the LORD.
Malachi 1:9a “Now implore God to be gracious to us.” 
This is the people of Israel speaking to Malachi. Up to this point the message had been presented as a two-way conversation between God and the people of Israel. In this verse there was no verbal delineation of the switch in voice such as “but you ask” (vs. 6 and 7), but there is, none the less, a clear indication that the first sentence of this verse is Israel speaking and the second is the LORD of Hosts. I have accordingly supplied quotation marks.

Malachi 1:9b “With such offerings from your hands, will he accept you?” --says the LORD of Hosts.
This was the LORD’s response to such disrespectful offerings.

Malachi 1:10a “Oh, that one of you would shut the temple doors, so that you would not light useless fires on my altar!
 
The LORD said He would rather have no Temple sacrifices at all than sacrifices that distorted the meaning of those sacrifices. I leave it to you as to what lesson we can glean from that to apply to some of the offerings that are taken in some Christian churches today that are driven by psychological manipulation. 

Malachi 1:10b I am not pleased with you,” says the LORD of Hosts, “and I will accept no offering from your hands.
The sacrificial offerings that required an animal always spoke of the LORD’s forgiveness of sin. The sacrifice had to be perfect because it spoke of the One who would pay for sin. To bring the LORD blind, crippled, or diseased animals was not only disrespectful, but implied that forgiveness was being bought by the material sacrifice of the owner. That was legalism, not grace.
Malachi 1:11 My name will be great among the nations (Gentiles), from the rising to the setting of the sun. In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to my name, because my name will be great among the nations (Gentiles),” says the LORD of Hosts. 
This contrasted how small the name of LORD was in the eyes of the Jews of Malachi’s day with how great His name will be in the eyes of even “the nations” (the Gentiles). During Malachi’s day it would probably have been understood to mean that this would be true during the Kingdom Age (the Millennium) when the LORD would rule the earth. However, for us in the Church Age, we can see that it was actually  a prophecy of how during the Church Age, many Gentiles would bring the incense and pure offerings of faith in the righteous life of Christ (the incense) and death of Christ (the pure offering).
Malachi 1:12 “But you profane it by saying of the Lord’s table, ‘It is defiled,’ and of its food, ‘It is contemptible.’ 
They had desecrated the offering. It is interesting that these ritual offerings of the Old Testament which looked forward to the Cross are described by the same name that was used to describe the ritual of the New Testament that looks back to it. Both were called “the Lord’s Table” (see 1 Corinthians 10:22).
Malachi 1:13 And you say, ‘What a burden!’ and you sniff at it contemptuously,” says the LORD of Hosts. “When you bring injured, crippled or diseased animals and offer them as sacrifices, should I accept them from your hands?” says the LORD.
This was their attitude toward God’s grace, not recognizing that He was the one who had given them the animals in the beginning.

Malachi 1:14 “Cursed is the cheat who has an acceptable male in his flock and vows to give it, but then sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord. For I am a great king,” says the LORD of Hosts, “and my name is to be feared among the nations.

People who were guilty of this were under a curse. They were much like those who today partake of the Lord’s Table with unconfessed sin in their life. They bring sickness and death upon themselves.

1 Corinthians 11:28-31 “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. But if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment.”
Coincidentally the upcoming second Chapter of Malachi is also similar to other parts of 1 Corinthians which deals with the disrespecting of marriage, and fair dealing with other believers.

Malachi 2:1-2 “And now this admonition is for you, O priests. If you do not listen, and if you do not set your heart to honor my name,” says the LORD of Hosts, “I will send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings. Yes, I have already cursed them, because you have not set your heart to honor me. 
Although the people were bringing the defective sacrifices, the priests, who could not claim ignorance as an excuse, were guilty of accepting them. They were the most responsible for maintaining God’s word until the Messiah came. They would pay a price at the hands of God. Furthermore, when such priests blessed the people, they were actually cursing them.
Malachi 2:3 “Because of you I will rebuke your descendants; I will spread on your faces the dung from your festival sacrifices,
 and you will be carried off with it. 
This clearly prophesied an exile, yet this was written in 450 BC well after the Babylonian exile of 586 to 538 BC. Thus, this had to be speaking of the exile of the Jewish people that happened after 70 AD. Although this wouldn’t happen for another 520 years, the pattern that was set here would continue through the generations and result in their rejection of Jesus Christ. This careless attitude of the Jewish priests toward the word of God had a direct impact on the following generations and their rejection of the Messiah when He came.
Malachi 2:4 And you will know that I have sent you this admonition so that my covenant with Levi may continue,” says the LORD of Hosts. 
At that time, the Jews would have proof that the LORD had sent this warning to the priests (who were from the tribe of Levi). They were the ones who had been entrusted with not only serving in the Temple but also teaching the word of God to the people.

Malachi 2:5-6 “My covenant was with him, a covenant of life and peace, and I gave them to him; this called for reverence and he revered me and stood in awe of my name. True instruction was in his mouth and nothing false was found on his lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and turned many from sin.
This praise was given to the early Priesthood of Aaron and Eleazar and the early generations of Levites who stood with Moses and the LORD, often against the people.
 Notice again here, that as in the case of the names of Jacob and Esau earlier, the name “Levi” referred not to the individual who was the brother of Jacob, but to the group descended from him. This identification with the people of Levi is proved by the fact that here God’s covenant with “Levi” did not occur until after Israel had left Egypt. That was nearly 400 years after the man “Levi” had died.

Malachi 2:7 “For the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge, and from his mouth men should seek instruction--because he is the messenger of the LORD of Hosts. 
Teaching the Word of God had originally been the mission of both the priests and Levites. They had been the most highly educated of all the people of Israel for that reason, and had not been given a separate territory of their own, but had been given special towns 
 that were scattered throughout Israel:
Joshua 18:7 “The Levites, however, do not get a portion among you (the Israelites), because the priestly service of the LORD is their inheritance.”

Malachi 2:8 But you have turned from the way and by your teaching have caused many to stumble; 
 you have violated the covenant (that I had) with Levi,” says the LORD of Hosts. 
This reminds me of the private universities like Harvard and Yale in our country and in our day. They were originally founded for the express purpose of propagating the Word of God. Instead  they have become the breeding ground for atheists and agnostics.
Malachi 2:9 “So I have caused you (Levi) to be despised and humiliated before all the people, because you have not followed my ways but have shown partiality in matters of the law.” 
In the centuries before the coming of Christ the leaders of the Levitical priests were mostly from the sect of the Sadducees. They were regarded by the people as compromising the Word in order to hold power from the Greeks (the Seleucids) and Romans. In the eyes of the people  had been replaced as defenders of the true faith by the Pharisees, who were from many tribes.
Malachi 2:10a Have we not all one Father? Did not one God create (all of) us? 
This was Malachi, the prophet asking the people to consider a proposition. The most important relationship in their lives was with God the Father. Before Him they stood equally as children. As children they should imitate God. As the Epistle to the Ephesians later said, as children of God they should:
Ephesians 5:1-2 “Be imitators of God,
 therefore, as dearly loved children 
 and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering 
 and sacrifice to God.

In their most important prayer known as the “Shema” they proclaimed that God was one:
Deuteronomy 6:4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”

The next verse proclaimed that their relationship with Him was the most important:
Deuteronomy 6:5 “Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”

If they loved their God and Father that way they would imitate Him. He was:
Exodus 34:6b-7 “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.”

Their attitude toward their fellows should be to:

Leviticus 19:18 “‘Love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.
Malachi 2:10b Why do we deal treacherously every man against his brother, profaning the covenant of our fathers? NAS
This was still the voice of the prophet accusing his fellow Jews. They were breaking the terms of the LORD’s covenant. Instead of loving their brother they were dealing treacherously with him.

Malachi 2:11a Judah has dealt treacherously. 
Judah had profaned the covenant because they had broken the covenant of the Law which said:
Deuteronomy 7:3-4 “Do not intermarry with them (pagans). Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons, for they will turn your sons away from following me to serve other gods, and the LORD’s anger will burn against you and will quickly destroy you.
Malachi 2:11b A detestable thing has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem: Judah has desecrated the sanctuary the LORD loves, by marrying the daughter of a foreign god. 
Ezra lamented this behavior by the people of Israel at this same time:
Ezra 9:8-15 “But now, for a brief moment, the LORD our God has been gracious in leaving us a remnant and giving us a firm place 
 in his sanctuary, and so our  God gives light to our eyes and a little relief in our bondage. Though we are slaves, our God has not deserted us in our bondage. He has shown us kindness in the sight of the kings of Persia: He has granted us new life to rebuild the house of our God and repair its ruins, and he has given us a wall 
 of protection in Judah and Jerusalem. “But now, O our God, what can we say after this? For we have disregarded the commands you gave through your servants the prophets when you said: ‘The land you are entering to possess is a land polluted by the corruption of its peoples. By their detestable practices they have filled it with their impurity from one end to the other. Therefore, do not give your daughters in marriage to their sons or take their daughters for your sons. Do not seek a treaty of friendship with them at any time, that you may be strong and eat the good things of the land and leave it to your children as an everlasting inheritance.’ “What has happened to us is a result of our evil deeds and our great guilt, and yet, our God, you have punished us less than our sins have deserved and have given us a remnant like this. Shall we again break your commands and intermarry with the peoples who commit such detestable practices? Would you not be angry enough with us to destroy us, leaving us no remnant or survivor? O LORD, God of Israel, you are righteous! We are left this day as a remnant. Here we are before you in our guilt, though because of it not one of us can stand in your presence.”
Ezra 10:1-44 gave a list of 106 men from the most prominent families in Judah who had married foreign wives who were unbelievers.

Malachi 2:12 As for the man who does this, whoever he may be, may the LORD cut him off from the tents of Jacob --even though he brings offerings to the LORD of Hosts. 
This shows how seriously, the LORD regarded this sin, and what a danger it was to the whole mission of Israel, which was to have at least a remnant keep the truth of God’s promise alive in the world until the Messiah came.

� Matthew 11:10 “This is the one about whom it is written: ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’” It is also quoted that way in Mark 1:2 and Luke 7:27.


� That excludes the unknown scribe who completed the history found in the Book of Nehemiah. The last High Priest’s name which was inscribed in the historical genealogy of Nehemiah 7:6-12:26 was Jaddua. He was the one who welcomed Alexander the Great into Jerusalem in 332 BC (Flavius Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, Book XI, Chapter 8, Paragraph 4). Therefor we have to conclude that the scribe who completed Nehemiah lived about that time.


� This is quoted by Paul in Romans 9:13. It is often incorrectly understood to say that God loved the man Jacob and hated the man Esau even before they were born. It is thus used to defend Calvin’s view of predestination. 


� The Hebrew words here are יְהוָה צְבָאוֹת {yeh·ho·vä' tsä·vot'} which literally means LORD of the Hosts. The Hosts usually refers to the LORD’s Angelic armies. For some reason, the NIV has chosen to translate it as the “LORD Almighty.” I have replaced that translation throughout this lesson and the rest of Malachi. That agrees with the translation of the NAS, ASV, NRSV, and the KJV.


� This reference also makes it clear that the book was written after the construction and opening of the Temple in Jerusalem in 517 BC.


� Normally, the dung which was in intestines of an offering was taken out of the camp and burned (Leviticus 8:17, Exodus 29:14). Here the LORD was saying that instead, they would be identified with the dung (it was smeared on their faces). Then they would be driven out of the land to judgment (burned). 


� Exodus 32:25-29.


� See Joshua 21:1-45.


� Nehemiah 13:28-29, Ezra 9:1, 10:18 all testify to the corruption of the priests at about this time


� Leviticus 19:1-2 “The LORD said to Moses, ‘Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy.’’” Also 1 Peter 1:15-16 which quotes Leviticus.


� We are to imitate the Father as children imitate their Fathers.


� This points to the connection of the altar of incense to the life of Christ. The incense spoke of Christ’s righteous life which was pleasing (a pleasing aroma) to the Father.


� This is reminiscent of the scene when the High Priest brought the offering into the Holy of Holies (Leviticus 16:11-15). First, when he entered the Holy of Holies, he burned fragrant incense, and then he sprinkled the blood of the sacrifices.


� Jeremiah For even your brothers and the household of your father, even they have dealt treacherously with you.


� See Isaiah 22:23 and Judges 4:21-22 this is better translated “peg” than “firm place.”


� The Hebrew word here is גָּדֵר {gä·dar'} which refers to any enclosure of protection, be it wall, hedge, or trench. This reference to the enclosure of Jerusalem indicates that Ezra issued the real decree to build the first enclosure which protected Jerusalem. This was the decree that started the prophetical clock on Daniel’s prophecy of 70 weeks (sevens) of years. The enclosure was a trench. It was not a wall as Artaxerxes’ decree provided. Artaxerxes decree provided for a wall. The Hebrew word there was חוֹמָה {kho·mä'}.
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