Leviticus – Lesson 9
Leviticus 17:1 – 18:30
In Lesson 8 on Chapter 16 of Leviticus we studied the establishment and the ceremonial for the Day of Atonement. It was to be held on the tenth day of the seventh month (Tishri) between the Feast of Trumpets on the first and the Feast of Tabernacles (Ingathering) on the fifteenth. It was the only day of the year where the High Priest could enter behind the curtain into the presence of the LORD.
In the next verses, the LORD went on to give Moses new instructions for Israel and their three priests.

Leviticus 17:1-2 The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelites and say to them: ‘This is what the LORD has commanded: 
In the context, it seems likely to me that these commands by Moses were given directly to Aaron and his sons verbally, and then were passed on in writing to the community.
Leviticus 17:3-4 Any Israelite who sacrifices an ox, a lamb or a goat in the camp or outside of it instead of bringing it to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting to present it as an offering to the LORD in front of the tabernacle of the LORD--that man shall be considered guilty of bloodshed; he has shed blood and must be cut off from his people. 
This was significant for the future of Israel when they had been given the land. During their forty years in the desert, access to the Tabernacle was no problem, as according to the LORD’s instructions, they were to be camped within sight of it (Numbers 2). However, when they had settled in the land, most of them lived 40 or 50 miles away, and some as much as a hundred. The fact that they all had to come to wherever the Tabernacle was located helped to keep the nation united.
The violation of that command was considered as serious as an act of war against his people, and he would be cut off from them. In part, this was the command that King Jeroboam of the Northern Kingdom violated and was considered the cause for the eventual exile of those people from the covenant.

This command has presented those who have followed Judaism since the first century with a problem. They believe there is no atonement without sacrifice, yet no sacrifices can be offered except at the Temple in Jerusalem. Therefore, according to their view of things, there has been no atonement for the last two thousand years.

Leviticus 17:5 This is so the Israelites will bring to the LORD the sacrifices they are now making in the open fields. They must bring them to the priest, that is, to the LORD, at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and sacrifice them as fellowship offerings. 
Evidently, up to the opening of the Tabernacle many of the Israelites had instituted the practice that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had of making sacrifices on their own. According to Exodus 8, if they had engaged in that practice in Egypt, it would have had to have been hidden:
Exodus 8:25-26 “Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, ‘Go, sacrifice to your God here in the land.’ But Moses said, ‘That would not be right. The sacrifices we offer the LORD our God would be detestable to the Egyptians. And if we offer sacrifices that are detestable in their eyes, will they not stone us?’”
Leviticus 17:6 The priest is to sprinkle the blood against the altar of the LORD at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and burn the fat as an aroma pleasing to the LORD. 
This was just the ceremony involved in any of the offerings. It had to be done at the one bronze Altar of Burnt Offering that was outside the entrance to the Holy Place.
Leviticus 17:7 They must no longer offer any of their sacrifices to the goat idols to whom they prostitute themselves. This is to be a lasting ordinance for them and for the generations to come.’ 
This gives us an idea of the apostasy into which the Israelites had fallen during their years in Egypt. Some of them had been worshipping idols of goats. Ezekiel gives us a further picture of that apostasy:
Ezekiel 20:5b-10 “This is what the Sovereign LORD says: ‘On the day I chose Israel, I swore with uplifted hand to the descendants of the house of Jacob and revealed myself to them in Egypt. With uplifted hand I said to them, ‘I am the LORD your God.’ On that day I swore to them that I would bring them out of Egypt into a land I had searched out for them, a land flowing with milk and honey, the most beautiful of all lands. And I said to them, ‘Each of you, get rid of the vile images you have set your eyes on, and do not defile yourselves with the idols of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.’ But they rebelled against me and would not listen to me; they did not get rid of the vile images they had set their eyes on, nor did they forsake the idols of Egypt. So I said I would pour out my wrath on them and spend my anger against them in Egypt. But for the sake of my name I did what would keep it from being profaned in the eyes of the nations they lived among and in whose sight I had revealed myself to the Israelites by bringing them out of Egypt. Therefore I led them out of Egypt and brought them into the desert.”
Leviticus 17:8-9 “Say to them: ‘Any Israelite or any alien living among them who offers a burnt offering or sacrifice and does not bring it to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting to sacrifice it to the LORD--that man must be cut off from his people. 
Such offerings must cease forthwith on pain of being expelled from the people. The seriousness of this was extreme in the desert, as they would be cut off from the supply of manna and water.
Leviticus 17:10-11 “‘Any Israelite or any alien living among them who eats any blood--I will set my face against that person who eats blood and will cut him off from his people. For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.
 
The blood of any clean animal which might be eaten was symbolic of its life. Ceremonially, the clean animal in a sacrificial offering stood for the Messiah to come. Ceremonially, its blood stood for the life of the Messiah to come. The blood was never put on the fire, only the body of the animal. At the beginning of the offering, the blood of the animal was spilled by cutting its throat. Then then some of the blood was sprinkled on the side of the altar and the rest was poured on the ground near the altar. During some offerings, some of the blood was used to sanctify people, places, or things in the Tabernacle. Ceremonially, it was said to atone for sins. Thus it was used to atone for, among others, the High Priest, his garments, a healed person, the Tabernacle itself, and the Altar of Incense. I can only conjecture that because all these things were manmade they couldn’t be supposed to be Holy in themselves. 
Hebrews 9:18-24 “Even so, the first covenant was not put into effect without blood. When Moses had proclaimed every commandment of the law to all the people, he took the blood of calves, together with water, scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the people. He said, “This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you to keep.”
 In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies. In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence.”
To eat the blood of the sacrifice was to symbolically eat of its life as Deuteronomy explained:
Deuteronomy 12:23 “Only be sure that you do not eat the blood; for the blood is the life, and you shall not eat the life with the meat.” NRSV
Until Jesus Christ came, the “life” of God’s atoning sacrifice had not yet appeared. The sacrificial death had been promised, yet His Holy life had not yet been seen. Moses had asked to see the LORD, but he could not. But the LORD had promised that He would reveal himself in a time to come. 

Deuteronomy 18:16-18 “For this is what you (Israel) asked of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, ‘Let us not hear the voice of the LORD our God nor see this great fire anymore, or we will die.’ The LORD said to me (Moses): ‘What they say is good. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him.’”
When Jesus came, this promise was fulfilled:

John 14:6-10 “Jesus answered (Thomas), ‘I am the way and the truth and the life.
 No one comes to the Father except through 
 me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on,
 you do know him and have seen him.’ Philip said, ‘Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.’ Jesus answered: ‘Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.’”
During the time of the Old Testament offerings, there was no way to “eat” of the life of Christ because he had not yet been revealed. When Jesus began to reveal the New Covenant, He told the Jews that then was the time “to eat blood”:

John 6:53-56 “Jesus said to them, ‘I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
 has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.’”

He also pointed out at the last supper that His blood (in the form of the wine) could at last be drunk ceremonially.

Matthew 26:28 “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” See also Mark 14:24, Luke 22:20.
The blood always stood for atonement and sanctification. Part of the prohibition may have been that physically eating the blood would give the impression that there were magical properties in the physical blood of sacrificial animals. That would have been similar to the misconception by some today that the bread and the wine in communion are somehow the real body and blood of Jesus Christ and that partaking of them magically grants salvation in the absence of true faith in the revealed Son of God. The power in God’s plan always comes from the spiritual, not the material.
In Romans and Hebrews Paul made the connection of Christ’s blood (his life) to His atonement and our sanctification.

Romans “3:25 God presented foreordained 
 him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood.” 
Hebrews 2:17 “For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.”

John made the same connection in 1 John:

1 John 2:2 “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”

1 John 4:10 ‘This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.’
Leviticus 17:12 Therefore I say to the Israelites, “None of you may eat blood, nor may an alien living among you eat blood.” 
No one in the camp of Israel could eat blood. It also turns out that eating meat without the blood in it is considered healthier. In fact, any meat that comes from a normal butcher today has almost all the blood drained out of it.
Leviticus 17:13-14 “‘Any Israelite or any alien living among you who hunts any animal or bird that may be eaten must drain out the blood and cover it with earth, because the life of every creature is its blood. That is why I have said to the Israelites, “You must not eat the blood of any creature, because the life of every creature is its blood; anyone who eats it must be cut off.” 
This made clear that the prohibition against eating blood extended to all meats that were allowed to be eaten.
Leviticus 17:15-16 “‘Anyone, whether native-born or alien, who eats anything found dead or torn by wild animals must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be ceremonially unclean till evening; then he will be clean. But if he does not wash his clothes and bathe himself, he will be held responsible.’” 
Such animals, even if they had bled out, were unsanitary. They might have died of disease, or they may have been contaminated by the animals or insects which had started to eat them.
Leviticus 18:1-3 The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘I am the LORD your God. You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and you must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you. Do not follow their practices. 
This evidently records another revelation to Moses for the people of Israel. Here the LORD warned them to forsake the practices of the Egyptian religion which many of them had fallen into during their 430 years in Egypt. We saw earlier in this lesson a testimony from Ezekiel of how badly they had fallen. He also warned them against falling into the religion of the Canaanites. The testimony of 2 Chronicles tells us that eventually they were actually worse than the Canaanites:
2 Chronicles 33:9 “But (King) Manasseh led Judah and the people of Jerusalem astray, so that they did more evil than the nations the LORD had destroyed before the Israelites.”
Leviticus 18:4-5 You must obey my laws and be careful to follow my decrees. I am the LORD your God. Keep my decrees and laws, for the man who obeys them will live by them. I am the LORD. 
It should be remembered that central to the laws the LORD had given them was the daily recognition of personal and national sin. To keep the Law of the LORD did not mean to walk without sin, but to recognize sin and understand the LORD’s forgiveness. Personal sin was to be recognized, the LORD’s grace was to be appropriated through faith, and an attempt to amend the sinful behavior to be made. Insomuch as the Law was followed blessing would follow, both material and spiritual blessings.
Leviticus 18:6 “‘No one is to approach any close relative to have sexual relations. I am the LORD. 
By this time in the history of mankind close to 3000 years and over a hundred generations after the birth of children to Adam and Eve, genetic diseases were beginning to be a problem. The human genome that the LORD had originally created for Adam and Eve had been perfect. After they left the Garden of Eden, those genomes of the early people were subject to bombardment by gamma rays causing distortion in the original design and were passed on in conception. Such distortions as occurred were reinforced by intermarriage of close relations. The accumulated distortions did not become serious for thousands of years. This was why the sons and daughters of Adam and Eve were able to intermarry without any problem. Even in later days, Abraham was able to marry his half-sister Sarah without any problems. 
However, as with the Laws of health, diet, and sanitation the LORD knew something about genetics that the people of that day had not yet discovered and he gave them these laws to protect them. As the centuries passed, almost all peoples discovered by observation the practice of marrying close relatives would destroy a people.
Leviticus 18:7 “‘Do not dishonor your father by having sexual relations with your mother. She is your mother; do not have relations with her. 
First of all, sexual relations between a son and his mother were forbidden.
Leviticus 18:8 “‘Do not have sexual relations with your father’s wife; that would dishonor your father. 
Even if the father’s wife was not the son’s mother, sexual relations were forbidden because it would strike at the authority of the head of the family. Remember that one of the Ten Commandments was “honor your father.” This would be a violation of that.
Leviticus 18:9 “‘Do not have sexual relations with your sister, either your father’s daughter or your mother’s daughter, whether she was born in the same home or elsewhere. 
Sexual relations between brother and sister or brother and half-sister were forbidden.
Leviticus 18:10 “‘Do not have sexual relations with your son’s daughter or your daughter’s daughter; that would dishonor you. 
Sexual relations with granddaughters were forbidden.
Leviticus 18:11 “‘Do not have sexual relations with the daughter of your father’s wife, born to your father; she is your sister. 
This defined a half-sister as a sister.
Leviticus 18:12-13 “‘Do not have sexual relations with your father’s sister; she is your father’s close relative. “‘Do not have sexual relations with your mother’s sister, because she is your mother’s close relative.
Sexual relations with an aunt were forbidden as too close a relationship.
Leviticus 18:14-16 “‘Do not dishonor your father’s brother by approaching his wife to have sexual relations; she is your aunt. “‘Do not have sexual relations with your daughter-in-law. She is your son’s wife; do not have relations with her. “‘Do not have sexual relations with your brother’s wife; that would dishonor your brother.
These prohibitions were also about the importance of the integrity of the family unit. Remember that in that era the extended family was supposed to live together and work together on the same inheritance for generations. Any practices like the ones mentioned above would humiliate close family members and would sow bitterness and hatred which would destroy the family and its effectiveness as both a material and emotional support.
Leviticus 18:17 “‘Do not have sexual relations with both a woman and her daughter. Do not have sexual relations with either her son’s daughter or her daughter’s daughter; they are her close relatives. That is wickedness. 
All of these practices were also guaranteed to destroy the relationships in a family.
Leviticus 18:18 “‘Do not take your wife’s sister as a rival wife and have sexual relations with her while your wife is living. 
This did allow such a marriage if the first sister had already died. It is worth remembering that the hatred in Jacob’s family was a proof of the principal. His wives Rachel and Leah were living sisters.
Leviticus 18:19 “‘Do not approach a woman to have sexual relations during the uncleanness of her monthly period. 
This bore on the command about the physical uncleanness of blood already given in Leviticus 15:19 and studied in the Lesson 7.
Leviticus 18:20 “‘Do not have sexual relations with your neighbor’s wife and defile yourself with her. 
This is just another way of repeating the Seventh Commandment: Exodus 20:14 “You shall not commit adultery.”
Leviticus 18:21 “‘Do not give any of your children to be sacrificed to Molech, for you must not profane the name of your God. I am the LORD. 
This was not only idolatry but murder. In the last centuries of the Kings of Judah, this was flagrantly violated:
Ezekiel 32:34-35 “They (the Jews) set up their abominable idols in the house that bears my Name and defiled it. They built high places for Baal in the Valley of Ben Hinnom to sacrifice their sons and daughters to Molech,
 though I (the LORD) never commanded, nor did it enter my mind, that they should do such a detestable thing and so make Judah sin.”
Leviticus 18:22 “‘Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable. 
This was the prohibition against homosexuality. It not only destroys the offender both physically 
 and psychologically, it destroys the people or nation in which it is allowed to flourish. Remember that it was vital for the LORD’s plan that the people of Israel would survive as a unit until the Messiah came.
Leviticus 18:23 “‘Do not have sexual relations with an animal and defile yourself with it. A woman must not present herself to an animal to have sexual relations with it; that is a perversion. 
Bestiality is very dangerous to the person and society where it happens. It is a method of transmitting dangerous diseases across species from animals to humans that cannot happen any other way.
Leviticus 18:24-27 “‘Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, because this is how the nations that I am going to drive out before you became defiled. Even the land was defiled; so I punished it for its sin, and the land vomited out its inhabitants. But you must keep my decrees and my laws. The native-born and the aliens living among you must not do any of these detestable things, for all these things were done by the people who lived in the land before you, and the land became defiled.
The Canaanites had engaged in these same practices and this was one of the reasons the LORD had given the Israelites their land. It should be remembered that the LORD waited for 400 years before he executed that judgment.
Not only the Israelites were forbidden these practices but also the aliens who were allowed to live among them.
Leviticus 18:28 And if you defile the land, it will vomit you out as it vomited out the nations that were before you. 
As mentioned earlier, the Israelites did not keep these things, and defiled the land. The LORD had mercy on them for almost 900 years (circa 1450 BC to 585 BC).
Leviticus 18:29-30 “‘Everyone who does any of these detestable things--such persons must be cut off from their people. Keep my requirements and do not follow any of the detestable customs that were practiced before you came and do not defile yourselves with them. I am the LORD your God.’”

The punishment for violation was at the minimum, exile from the people and nation of Israel. According to further laws, some violations were punishable by death.
� 2 Kings 17:22-23 “The Israelites persisted in all the sins of Jeroboam and did not turn away from them until the LORD removed them from his presence, as he had warned through all his servants the prophets.”


� Ironically, ordinary human blood made one unclean, because it stood for the old man, but the blood of the animal sacrifice makes one clean because it stands for the new man, Christ Jesus.


� Exodus 24:8


� The key to everything we receive from God is based on being “in Christ” through faith.


� The Greek word diav in the genitive, which according to the Strong’s can mean “in,” “by,” or “through.”


� “From now on” means that Thomas could henceforth understand that in the life, death and resurrection of Christ, God is fully revealed in a way He had never been before.


� Isaiah 33:15-17


� The Greek word here is protivqhmi which is constructed of two words, pro which means “before” and tivqhmi which means “ordained” or “set forth.” This is another word which expresses the concept of predestination. It is only Christ that is foreordained or predestined. When we believe in Him we partake of His predestination.


� King Ahaz - 2 Chronicles 28:3, King Manasseh – 2 Chronicles 33:6


� Many fatal diseases are thereby spread.
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