Leviticus – Lesson 2
Leviticus 1:1 – 3:17
In last week’s introduction we demonstrated that the Scripture, both Old Testament and New Testament, made clear that the animal sacrifices at the Tabernacle and Temple only represented the work of the promised Messiah. That is one of the reasons that the Temple had to be destroyed and will never be rebuilt. Jesus Christ himself is the real Temple of the LORD:

John 2:19-21 “Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.’ The Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?’ But the temple he had spoken of was his body.”
Revelation 21:22 “I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.”
With that prologue we can begin.

Leviticus 1:1 The LORD called to Moses and spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting. He said, 
The precise chronology of the revelations given in Leviticus is not given. Clearly, it was sometime after Moses came down off of Mt. Sinai the second time. There was a tent that Moses called a “tent of meeting” where he would meet with the LORD. That covered a period of six to eight months which was the approximate time between his coming down from the mountain with the instructions for the Tabernacle and the time the Tabernacle was completed. The completed Tabernacle included the Holy of Holies which was also called the “Tent of Meeting:”
Exodus 39:32 “So all the work on the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, was completed. The Israelites did everything just as the LORD commanded Moses.”
That Tent was completed one year after the people had left Egypt. The tent spoken of here was the first tent which is described below:
Exodus 33:7-9 “Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance away, calling it the “tent of meeting.” Anyone inquiring of the LORD would go to the tent of meeting outside the camp. And whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose and stood at the entrances to their tents, watching Moses until he entered the tent. As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the entrance, while the LORD spoke with Moses.”
It should be noted that there are no capital letters in Hebrew so the difference between the “Tent of Meeting” and the “tent of meeting” is purely arbitrary. Although there are good arguments as to whether these were given in the temporary “tent” and the permanent “Tent” I have to believe that it is likely that the LORD had given Moses the instructions as to how to conduct the services in the Tabernacle before it was opened. I have to conclude that the instructions given in Leviticus were delivered to Moses while seeking the LORD in that temporary tent. The LORD said in that temporary tent:
Leviticus 1:2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When any of you brings an offering to the LORD, bring as your offering an animal from either the herd or the flock. 
The “herd” referred to the groups of cattle. The “flock” referred to the groups of sheep and goats.
Leviticus 1:3 “‘If the offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he is to offer a male without defect. He must present it at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting so that it will be acceptable to the LORD.
All the offerings were shadows of “the offering” to come, Jesus Christ. This offering burnt offering was male as was Jesus, and it was without defect as Jesus was sinless. The Tent of Meeting referred to here was clearly the one which was part of the completed Tabernacle. The altar there was in front of the Tent of Meeting (the eastern side).
Leviticus 1:4 He is to lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him. 
With this offering, the offerer was to first lay his hand on head of the shadow sacrifice. This was to speak of their identifying themselves with the efficacy of the offering to redeem from sin. In the New Testament, the believer similarly identifies himself with the work of Jesus Christ by faith.
Leviticus 1:5 He is to slaughter the young bull before the LORD, and then Aaron’s sons the priests shall bring the blood and sprinkle it against the altar on all sides at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 
Then the offerer was to slaughter the bull himself. Only then were the priests to get involved by sprinkling the blood.
Leviticus 1:6 He is to skin the burnt offering and cut it into pieces. 
The offerer was also to skin the offering. Afterward, the hides were to belong to the priests (Leviticus 7:8).
Leviticus 1:7-8 The sons of Aaron the priest are to put fire on the altar and arrange wood on the fire. Then Aaron’s sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, including the head and the fat, on the burning wood that is on the altar. 
The tending of the Altar and the arranging the offering to be burned on the fire was the task of the priests alone. It should be noted that with all the burnt offerings, everything was burned except the hides, but special notice instructions were made to include the head upon which the offerer had laid his hand.
Leviticus 1:9a He is to wash the inner parts and the legs with water, and the priest is to burn all of it on the altar. 
The washing of the parts of the slaughtered and skinned animals also belonged to the offerer.

Leviticus 1:9b It is a burnt offering, an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD. 
The smoke of the fire which burned the offering and drifted toward heaven spoke of the sacrifice of Christ which propitiated the Father in Heaven. 
Leviticus 1:10 “‘If the offering is a burnt offering from the flock, from either the sheep or the goats, he is to offer a male without defect. 
Now the instructions switched to the burnt offering of sheep or goats. As with the case of the cattle, the offering was to be male and without defect, thus being a shadow of the sinless Jesus Christ.
Leviticus 1:11a He is to slaughter it at the north side of the altar before the LORD, 
In the case of the cattle, the instructions were that they were to be slaughtered “before the LORD” which probably means between the altar and the Temple (west of the Altar). Here the sheep and goats were to be slaughtered on the north side of the altar. I think this difference was possibly just a matter of the best logistics.
Leviticus 1:11b-13 and Aaron’s sons the priests shall sprinkle its blood against the altar on all sides. He is to cut it into pieces, and the priest shall arrange them, including the head and the fat, on over the burning wood that is on the altar.
 He is to wash the inner parts and the legs with water, and the priest is to bring all of it and burn it on the altar. It is a burnt offering, an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD. 
As with the sacrifice of the cattle, the heavy work of slaughtering, butchering, and cleaning was the responsibility of the offerer. The priests were only responsible for the work on the Altar itself. Although the skinning of the hides is not mentioned here, the sheep and goat skins presumably also belonged to the priests by the same law mentioned previously.
Leviticus 1:14 “‘If the offering to the LORD is a burnt offering of birds, he is to offer a dove or a young pigeon. 
There was a third type of offering which was evidently for those who were too poor to offer a bull, lamb, or a goat (Leviticus 5:7). The offerer would obviously hand the bird to the priest. There is no instructions as to the gender of the birds.
Leviticus 1:15-17 The priest shall bring it to the altar, wring off the head and burn it on the altar; its blood shall be drained out on the side of the altar. He is to remove the crop 
 with its contents and throw it to the east side of the altar, where the ashes are. He shall tear it open by the wings, not severing it completely, and then the priest shall burn it on the wood that is on the fire on the altar. It is a burnt offering, an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD.

Since there was nothing to be done except to remove the guts, and then burn it in the fire, and this could be done with a few practiced motions, everything else was left to the priests. The guts with the intestines were discarded. 
Leviticus 2:1-2a “‘When someone brings a grain offering to the LORD, his offering is to be of fine flour. He is to pour oil on with it, put incense on with it and take it to Aaron’s sons the priests. 
I have corrected to an alternate translation which accommodates the facts. Clearly, the incense couldn’t all be burned (next part of the verse) if it had been intermixed with the grain, most of which was not to be burned. It seems clear to me that the grain, oil, and incense were separated when they were brought. It is worth noting that during the forty years in the desert, they had no grain except what they bought. They had the manna instead.
Leviticus 2:2b The priest shall take a handful of the fine flour and oil, together with all the incense, and burn this as a memorial portion on the altar, an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD. 
Only a handful of the oil and grain was to be burned, along with all of the incense. Grain or bread, in both the New Testament and Old Testament always stood for the righteous life of Christ. Incense also stood for His righteous life. The oil probably stood for the fact that He was the “anointed” savior and King. Anointing was usually done with oil. The fire, of course stood for His judgement on the cross.
Leviticus 2:3 The rest of the grain offering belongs to Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy part of the offerings made to the LORD by fire. 
Outside of the grain and oil that were burned, the rest belonged to the priests.
Leviticus 2:4 “‘If you bring a grain offering baked in an oven, it is to consist of fine flour: cakes made without yeast and mixed with oil, or wafers made without yeast and spread with oil. 
If the grain offering came in the form of cakes of bread, it was to be unleavened, as leaven stood for corruption or sin. Remember, Jesus, the “bread of Heaven” was born in Bethlehem (which means “house of bread”). It was to be mixed with oil and spread with oil. 
Leviticus 2:5-8 If your grain offering is prepared on a griddle, it is to be made of fine flour mixed with oil, and without yeast. Crumble it and pour oil on it; it is a grain offering. If your grain offering is cooked in a pan, it is to be made of fine flour and oil. Bring the grain offering made of these things to the LORD; present it to the priest, who shall take it to the altar. 
Evidently, unleavened cakes of flat bread could be prepared in an oven or on a griddle. The provisions were the same either way. Presumably, the incense was to be brought separately as with the uncooked grain offering.
Leviticus 2:9 He shall take out the memorial portion from the grain offering and burn it on the altar as an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD. 
The “memorial portion” refers to the small portion that was burned which was called “a handful.”
Leviticus 2:10a The rest of the grain offering belongs to Aaron and his sons; 
The rest belonged to the priests.

Leviticus 2:10b it is a most holy part of the offerings made to the LORD by fire. 
The grain offering was just as important as any other offering.
Leviticus 2:11 “‘Every grain offering you bring to the LORD must be made without yeast, for you are not to burn any yeast or honey in an offering made to the LORD by fire. 
They were reminded that neither yeast nor honey was regarded as appropriate for an offering because both of them were considered ceremonially unclean for the fire.
Leviticus 2:12 You may bring them to the LORD as an offering of the firstfruits, but they are not to be offered on the altar as a pleasing aroma. 
Yeast or honey could be brought as an offering of firstfruits but they could not represent Christ.

Leviticus 2:13a Season all your grain offerings with salt. Do not leave the salt of the covenant of your God out of your grain offerings; 
In the ancient world salt was used in the sealing of a contract or treaty as a pledge of good faith. Salt was the great preservative of food in that age, so it was an apt symbol for the permanence of a covenant. In the ceremony of the grain offering salt was included as a testimony of God’s everlasting promise to fulfill the meaning of the offering. This meaning of permanence is made clear in the following passages:
Numbers 18:19b “It is an everlasting covenant of salt before the LORD for both you and your offspring.” 
2 Chronicles 13:5 “Don’t you know that the LORD, the God of Israel, has given the kingship of Israel to David and his descendants forever by a covenant of salt?”
Leviticus 2:13b add salt to all your offerings.
Salt was also to be added to all the other offerings, including the burnt offerings, with the same significance.

Leviticus 2:14 “‘If you bring a grain offering of firstfruits to the LORD, offer crushed heads of new grain roasted in the fire. Put oil and incense on with it; it is a grain offering. 
Grain offerings were to be brought after being ground in a mill. To it was to be added oil and incense.
Leviticus 2:16 The priest shall burn the memorial portion of the crushed grain and the oil, together with all the incense, as an offering made to the LORD by fire.

Just as with the ordinary grain offering, the first fruit offering of grain and oil was to have a small portion burned. The rest was to belong to the priests and the Temple. However, all the incense was to be burned.
Leviticus 3:1 “‘If someone’s offering is a fellowship offering, and he offers an animal from the herd, whether male or female, he is to present before the LORD an animal without defect. 
As already explained offerings from the herd were cattle. Some offerings were to be male, some were to male or female, and some were to be female. This represented the fact that on the Cross, Jesus, who was male, represented the entire human race, both male and female. He did not die for just the sins of the men.

Fellowship offerings could be expressions of thankfulness, the result of a vow, or a freewill offering (Leviticus 7:11-16). They were always given voluntarily.
The Hebrew word translated “fellowship” here is שֶׁלֶם {sheh'·lem} and is translated “peace” in most other translations as it is derived from the same root as the Hebrew word שָׁלוֹם {shä·lōm'}. In the Septuagint it is translated into the same Greek word εἰρήνην used by Jesus when He told the believing sinner in Luke 7:50 “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
Leviticus 3:2 He is to lay his hand on the head of his offering and slaughter it at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. Then Aaron’s sons the priests shall sprinkle the blood against the altar on all sides. 
Evidently the offerer of the fellowship / peace offering was to slaughter the animal himself after laying his hand on its head. That act would seem to have identified the offerer with the power of the sacrifice. The blood sprinkled spoke of the death of the sacrifice.

Leviticus 3:3 From the sacrifice of the peace offerings he shall present an offering by fire to the LORD: the fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails, and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them, which is on the loins, and the lobe of the liver, which he shall remove with the kidneys. ASV
For the fellowship offering of cattle, only part of the sacrifice was surrendered to the LORD. In the fellowship offering the kidneys, the liver and the fat was offered to the LORD evidently the remainder belonged to the offerer. The kidneys were significant in the ancient world because they were considered to by the seat of emotions and affections. In the same way the fat was considered to symbolize the best or most excellent. In other words, in the sacrifice the kidneys and the fat seem to represent life and love of the true sacrifice, Jesus Christ.
Leviticus 3:5 Then Aaron’s sons are to burn it on the altar on top of the burnt offering that is on the burning wood, as an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD. 
What was offered to the LORD was burned on the bronze altar of burnt offering. The offering spoke of reliance of the sacrifice of God’s coming Messiah to restore the person to fellowship with God.
Leviticus 3:6 “‘If he offers an animal from the flock as a fellowship offering to the LORD, he is to offer a male or female without defect. 
For the fellowship offering from the flock (a sheep or a goat) the qualifications were the same. It must be without defect but could be male or female.
Leviticus 3:7-8 If he offers a lamb (a sheep), he is to present it before the LORD. He is to lay his hand on the head of his offering and slaughter it in front of the Tent of Meeting. Then Aaron’s sons shall sprinkle its blood against the altar on all sides. 
Here again the offer was to slaughter the animal himself after laying his hand on its head. That act would seem to have identified offerer with the power of the sacrifice to restore fellowship with God.
Leviticus 3:9-11 From the sacrifice of peace offerings he shall bring as an offering by fire to the LORD, its fat, the entire fat tail which he shall remove close to the backbone, and the fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails, and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them, which is on the loins, and the lobe of the liver, which he shall remove with the kidneys. The priest shall burn them on the altar as food, an offering made to the LORD by fire. ASV
In the case of the offering of a sheep, the part burned was almost the same as for cattle.
Leviticus  3:12-13 “‘If his offering is a goat, he is to present it before the LORD. He is to lay his hand on its head and slaughter it in front of the Tent of Meeting. Then Aaron’s sons shall sprinkle its blood against the altar on all sides. 
The procedure for fellowship / peace offering was the same for a goat as for a sheep, or cattle.
Leviticus 3:14-16 From it he shall present his offering as an offering by fire to the LORD, the fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails, and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them, which is on the loins, and the lobe of the liver, which he shall remove with the kidneys. The priest shall offer them up in smoke on the altar as food, an offering by fire for a soothing aroma; all fat is the LORD'S. ASV
The part burned was also the same as the other animals. Of course, the pleasing smoke billowed upward toward heaven which symbolized the offering was an aroma pleasing to the LORD.
Leviticus 3:17 “‘This is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come, wherever you live: You must not eat any fat or any blood.’”

This was to be a lasting ordinance and also a promise of God’s grace through the sacrifice. Perhaps the significance of the ban against eating the fat (righteousness) or blood (death) was to remind them that neither righteousness nor deliverance from death could come from them, but had to come from the sacrifice to come.
� It is clear that this means that the offering was not to actually be laid “on the wood,” but arranged “over” the wood. This was accomplished by means of the “flesh hooks.” Since the fire was never to go out (Leviticus 6:12-13), any other system would have been impractical as the fire was recessed halfway within the altar, and the burning brands would collapse from time to time. Without hooks, the sacrifices would slide off the fire, and the priests would be burned in arranging the pieces.


� The crop of a bird is the thin-walled expanded portion of the alimentary tract used for the storage of food prior to digestion.


� Leviticus 17:11 “For the life of a creature is in the blood”
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