LAMENTATIONS

Lesson 5 – Lamentations 5:1-22
About 586 BC
You should remember that this Lamentation stands apart from the others. It may have been written by the prophet Jeremiah, who had survived the destruction of Jerusalem. However, the passage seems to record primarily the march into exile. Jeremiah did not personally experience that march, having been freed by the order of Nebuchadnezzar (Jeremiah 40:1-5). It still could have been written by Jeremiah from reports brought back to him from the march.
This Lamentation’s thought begins at its first verse and ends at its last. In that way it is like each of the Psalms. It begins and ends within itself and does not depend on the other Lamentations for background or context.
This Lamentation is also an acrostic. Usually, that means that the first verse begins with a word starting with the Hebrew letter א {aleph} and each succeeding verse begins with a word starting with the next succeeding letter in the Hebrew alphabet. The second verse starts with ב {bet}. This pattern continues for twenty two verses through the twenty two letters of the Hebrew alphabet. It is generally considered that the prime purpose of acrostics was to aid in memorization. 

This fifth Lamentation is clearly written after the fall and destruction of city of Jerusalem (verse 18) and into the first part of the march into exile (verse 5) of her people to residence among the nations.
Lamentation 5
Lamentations 5:1 Remember, O LORD, what has happened to us; look, and see our disgrace. 
The author pled with the LORD for pity. He implied that if the LORD saw the scope of the suffering and disaster He would relent.
Lamentations 5:2 Our inheritance has been turned over to aliens, our homes to foreigners. 
They had lost everything of material value except what they could hide on their persons.
Lamentations 5:3 We have become orphans and fatherless, our mothers like widows. 
So many of the men had been slaughtered or died in the famine that almost everybody was an orphan. Most of the married women had become widows.
Lamentations 5:4 We must buy the water we drink; our wood can be had only at a price. 
Water to drink and wood for cooking which could usually be had for only the labor to gather it up, had to be purchased from the people whose land they were marching through.
Lamentations 5:5 Those who pursue us are at our heels; we are weary and find no rest. 
This described the relentless and cruel actions of the men who had been assigned to guard their march and hurry them onward.
Lamentations 5:6 We submitted to Egypt and Assyria to get enough bread.
Evidently, before they began their march, using what wealth they had preserved, they had to negotiate with the Egyptians (still independent from Babylon) and the Assyrians (now a province of Babylon) to buy the food they needed to survive their march to the Euphrates (about 400 miles). There had been no food left in Jerusalem when the city fell after 18 months of siege.
Lamentations 5:7 Our fathers sinned and are no more, and we bear their punishment. 
The author acknowledged the sins of their ancestors, but implied that all who had sinned were dead and their survivors were now bearing an unjust punishment for what others had done.
Lamentations 5:8 Slaves rule over us, and there is none to free us from their hands. 
The soldiers who guarded and harassed them on their march were not from the main Babylonian army. Those troops had been left behind to begin the nine year siege of Tyre (586 to 575 BC). These guards were from the nations the Babylonians had previously conquered and included the Assyrians previously mentioned. Their nations had been “enslaved” by the Babylonians. Many of them were mercenaries from the Moabites and Ammonites who had a thousand year old hatred of the Jews.
Lamentations 5:9 We get our bread at the risk of our lives because of the sword in the desert. 
The Babylonian government did not want to exterminate the captive Jews. They just wanted to relocate them. However, their mercenary guards seemed to take pleasure in allowing as many to die in the Syrian Desert as they could get away with.

The march across the Syrian desert was not too unlike the death marches conducted by the Turks in the same deserts in the early part of the 20th Century. They slaughtered with the sword all those starving men, women, and children who could not keep up. The Turks just kept marching them until they were all dead. By this means they slaughtered millions of Christian Armenians, Arameans, and Greeks.
Lamentations 5:10 Our skin is hot as an oven, feverish from hunger. 
This seems to refer to the cracked and painful skin caused by the dehydration that accompanies starvation.

Lamentations 5:11 Women have been ravished in Zion, and virgins in the towns of Judah. 
Before the march started, many of the women had been raped at the fall of Jerusalem.
Lamentations 5:12a Princes have been hung up by their hands;
The term used for “princes” just means leaders. The term “hung up by their hands” sounds suspiciously like something close crucifixion. We know crucifixion was practiced in that part of the world early in the next century by the Persians. Even what was done wasn’t quite identical, the result would be the same, exquisitely slow and painful suffocation.
Lamentations 5:12b elders are shown no respect. 
The leaders of clans and families had been abused and disrespected.
Lamentations 5:13 Young men toil at the millstones; boys stagger under loads of wood. 
Most of the men of military age (20 years old) had perished or been slaughtered. This referred to the teenagers of Judah who had been enslaved to serve the needs of the Babylonian army.
Lamentations 5:14a The elders are gone from the city gate; 
The city gate was where the elders of a city customarily held court and pronounced judgments as evidenced below:

Proverbs 31:23 “Her husband is respected at the city gate, where he takes his seat among the elders of the land.”
Joshua 20:4 “When he (an accused) flees to one of these cities (Levitical city), he is to stand in the entrance of the city gate and state his case before the elders of that city. Then they are to admit him into their city and give him a place to live with them.”
The absence of the elders in the gate just meant there was no government left for the Jewish people.
Lamentations 5:14b the young men have stopped their music. 
Music was an expression of joyfulness. The lack of it spoke of grief and sorrow.
Lamentations 5:15 Joy is gone from our hearts; our dancing has turned to mourning. 
Their joy had been replaced by mourning.
Lamentations 5:16 The crown has fallen from our head. Woe to us, for we have sinned! 
They had lost the rightful Kingship over their own land. In Ezekiel the LORD spoke of how it wouldn’t be restored until the coming of His King, the Messiah, Jesus Christ:
Ezekiel 21:25-27 “‘O profane and wicked prince of Israel, whose day has come, whose time of punishment has reached its climax, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: Take off the turban, remove the crown. It will not be as it was: The lowly will be exalted and the exalted will be brought low. A ruin! A ruin! I will make it a ruin! It will not be restored until he comes to whom it rightfully belongs; to him I will give it.”
Lamentations 5:17-18a Because of this our hearts are faint, because of these things our eyes grow dim for Mount Zion, 
They missed Mt. Zion, on which most of Jerusalem was built and on which most of the prophecies were based.
Lamentations 5:18b which lies desolate, with jackals prowling over it. 
However, Jerusalem, including everything on Mt. Zion had been leveled.
Lamentations 5:19 You, O LORD, reign forever; your throne endures from generation to generation. 
Here, the author claimed the LORD’s promise of the enduring throne of the Messiah. That had been claimed in Psalms 89 by Ethan the Ezrahite after the despoiling of the Temple in Rehoboam’s time by Shishak of Egypt four centuries earlier. This was His promise at that time:
Psalms 89:34-37 “I will not violate my covenant or alter what my lips have uttered. Once for all, I have sworn by my holiness-- and I will not lie to David-- that his line will continue forever and his throne endure before me like the sun; it will be established forever like the moon, the faithful witness in the sky.”
Lamentations 5:20 Why do you always forget us? Why do you forsake us so long? 
He claimed the promise, but pleaded against the length of their punishment. Yet what had happened to them had been prophesied by the LORD a thousand years before during the Exodus as recorded in Deuteronomy. Like many prophecies it is written in the Qal perfect which expresses the action like a past tense. That is because the LORD sees His prophecies as completed because He is not bound by time:
Deuteronomy 32:15-25 “Jeshurun 
 grew fat and kicked; filled with food, he became heavy and sleek. He abandoned the God who made him and rejected the Rock his Savior. They made him jealous with their foreign gods and angered him with their detestable idols. They sacrificed to demons, which are not God-- gods they had not known, gods that recently appeared, gods your fathers did not fear. You (Israel) deserted the Rock, who fathered you; you forgot the God who gave you birth. The LORD saw this and rejected them because he was angered by his sons and daughters. ‘I will hide my face from them,’ he said, ‘and see what their end will be; for they are a perverse generation, children who are unfaithful. They made me jealous by what is no god and angered me with their worthless idols. I will make them envious by those who are not a people; 
 I will make them angry by a nation that has no understanding. For a fire has been kindled by my wrath, one that burns to the realm of death below. It will devour the earth and its harvests and set afire the foundations of the mountains. I will heap calamities upon them and spend my arrows against them. I will send wasting famine against them, consuming pestilence and deadly plague; I will send against them the fangs of wild beasts, the venom of vipers that glide in the dust. In the street the sword will make them childless; in their homes terror will reign. Young men and young women will perish, infants and gray-haired men.’”
Lamentations 5:21-22 Restore us to yourself, O LORD, that we may return; renew our days as of old unless you have utterly rejected us and are angry with us beyond measure.

Even before that time, the LORD had promised through Jeremiah that after the experience of the destruction and march, the survivors of Israel would return and fulfill their great destiny:
Jeremiah 31:1-6 “This is what the LORD says: ‘The people who survive the sword will find favor in the desert (the march into exile); I will come to give rest to Israel.’ The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: ‘I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with loving-kindness.  I will build you up again and you will be rebuilt, O Virgin Israel. Again you will take up your tambourines and go out to dance with the joyful. Again you will plant vineyards on the hills of Samaria; the farmers will plant them and enjoy their fruit. There will be a day when watchmen cry out on the hills of Ephraim, ‘Come, let us go up to Zion, to the LORD our God.’”

� Victims of starvation are often too weak to sense thirst, and therefore become dehydrated. All movements become painful due to muscle atrophy and dry, cracked skin that is caused by severe dehydration. ---- From Wikipedia article on “Starvation.” See subhead “Signs and Symptoms.”


� Jeshurun was a poetical name for the people of Israel, used in token of affection, meaning “the dear upright people” (Deut. 32:15; 33:5, 26; Isa. 44:2).


� This is speaking of the Church as is testified by 1 Peter 2:10.
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