Deuteronomy

Lesson 8 – Deuteronomy 24:1- 26:19
About 1450 BC
In Lessons 6 and 7 we continued the study of the long advisory discourse of Moses to the Israelites preparatory to his death and the entry of the Israelites into the land under the new leadership of Joshua. In this lesson we continue with that discourse, here diverging into rules about marriage and divorce.
Deuteronomy 24:1 If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, 
Jesus commented on this permission to divorce in Matthew:

Matthew 19:4 “‘Haven’t you read,’ he (Jesus) replied, ‘that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? 
 So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.’ ‘Why then,’ they (the Pharisees) asked, ‘did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?’ Jesus replied, ‘Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.
 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery.”
Deuteronomy 24:2-4a and if after she leaves his house she becomes the wife of another man, and her second husband dislikes her and writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, or if he dies, then her first husband, who divorced her, is not allowed to marry her again after she has been defiled.
 
A divorced woman who has remarried and then become single again, through divorce or widowhood, can’t remarry her previous husband. It doesn’t ban remarriage if the divorced or widowed wife was never able to consummate her marriage with her new husband. 
Deuteronomy 24:4b That would be detestable in the eyes of the LORD. Do not bring sin upon the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance. 
These kinds of remarriages were considered a violation of the covenant of inheritance.
Deuteronomy 24:5 If a man has recently married, he must not be sent to war or have any other duty laid on him. For one year he is to be free to stay at home and bring happiness to the wife he has married. 
This expands on the instructions given earlier in Deuteronomy: 

Deuteronomy 20:7 Has anyone become pledged to a woman and not married her? Let him go home, or he may die in battle and someone else marry her.”
Deuteronomy 24:6 Do not take a pair of millstones--not even the upper one--as security for a debt, because that would be taking a man’s livelihood as security. 
This was forbidden because it would make the debtor unable to get out of debt. This would have ruled out the practice that would later become prevalent in Christian Europe, that of debtor’s prison.
Deuteronomy 24:7 If a man is caught kidnapping one of his brother Israelites and treats him as a slave or sells him, the kidnapper must die. You must purge the evil from among you. 
Human trafficking was considered so serious that it was made a death penalty offense.
Deuteronomy 24:8 In cases of leprous diseases be very careful to do exactly as the priests, who are Levites, instruct you. You must follow carefully what I have commanded them. 24:9 Remember what the LORD your God did to Miriam along the way after you came out of Egypt. 
The instructions to the Levites concerning were given in Leviticus 13-14. These were to be followed by both high and low. Even Moses’ sister Miriam was subject to the rules. She had been isolated from the camp for seven days after she was healed (Numbers 12:15).
Deuteronomy 24:10-11 When you make a loan of any kind to your neighbor, do not go into his house to get what he is offering as a pledge. Stay outside and let the man to whom you are making the loan bring the pledge out to you. 
This seems to speak to a man’s right to privacy in his home.
Deuteronomy 24:12-13 If the man is poor, do not go to sleep with his pledge in your possession. Return his cloak to him by sunset so that he may sleep in it. Then he will thank you, and it will be regarded as a righteous act in the sight of the LORD your God. 
This emphasizes that mercy should always trump commercial security. It pleads that a man so impoverished is deserving of grace and charity which is more important. In that way, the lender would be imitating the mercy that the LORD had showed him.
Deuteronomy 24:14-15 Do not take advantage of a hired man who is poor and needy, whether he is a brother Israelite or an alien living in one of your towns. Pay him his wages each day before sunset, because he is poor and is counting on it. Otherwise he may cry to the LORD against you, and you will be guilty of sin. 
To purposely withhold the wages of someone in need was a sin. Obviously, occasionally through mischance, payment might be missed. In that case, the neediest should be compensated first.
Deuteronomy 24:16 Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor children put to death for their fathers; each is to die for his own sin. 
This passage is quoted in 2 Kings 14:6 and 2 Chronicles 25:4. This concept is also stated in Jeremiah 31:30 and Ezekiel 18:4. Clearly, any Christian who blamed the Jews of his era for the death of Christ centuries before was way out of line. Under the law, everyone was only responsible for their own sin.
Deuteronomy 24:17a Do not deprive the alien or the fatherless of justice, 
This was a case of “do unto others as you would have them do unto you,”
 and “love your neighbor as yourself.”
Deuteronomy 24:17b or take the cloak of the widow as a pledge. 
If the widow was so impoverished that all she had for a pledge for a loan, she should receive charity.
Deuteronomy 24:18 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the LORD your God redeemed you from there. That is why I command you to do this. 
They were to imitate the action of the LORD in saving them from Egypt.
Deuteronomy 24:19 When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook a sheaf, do not go back to get it. Leave it for the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 
This was one of the methods of charity for the poor and the alien. A portion of the harvest was left on the ground for the gleaners. Ruth and Naomi survived on this when they first came back from Moab.
Deuteronomy 24:20 When you beat the olives from your trees, do not go over the branches a second time. Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless and the widow. 
These were further directions to leave a portion for the gleaners.
Deuteronomy 24:21 When you harvest the grapes in your vineyard, do not go over the vines again. Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless and the widow. 24:22 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt. That is why I command you to do this. 

Deuteronomy 25:1 When men have a dispute, they are to take it to court and the judges will decide the case, acquitting the innocent and condemning the guilty. 
No disputes were to be settled by physical altercations. Instead they were to be taken to court. In villages of that day, the elders of the town sat every evening at the city gate to settle such disputes.
Deuteronomy 25:2-3 If the guilty man deserves to be beaten, the judge shall make him lie down and have him flogged in his presence with the number of lashes his crime deserves, but he must not give him more than forty lashes. If he is flogged more than that, your brother will be degraded in your eyes. 
This punishment of flogging was inflicted by a plain rod. It seems to have been reserved for minor offenses. It is not mentioned elsewhere in the Law of Moses. This punishment could be painful and humiliating, but it wasn’t supposed to cause real physical injury. This was the type of punishment inflicted on a fool or a child. The child would be punished by his parents, but the fool would be punished in the town gate. The following Proverbs illustrate the point.
Proverbs 10:13 “Wisdom is found on the lips of the discerning, but a rod is for the back of him who lacks judgment.”

Proverbs 14:3 “A fool’s talk brings a rod to his back, but the lips of the wise protect them.”

Proverbs 26:3 “A whip for the horse, a halter for the donkey, and a rod for the backs of fools!”
Proverbs 13:24 “He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to discipline him.”

Proverbs 22:15 “Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.”
Proverbs 23:13-14 “Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him with the rod, he will not die. Punish him with the rod and save his soul from death.”

Proverbs 29:15 “The rod of correction imparts wisdom, but a child left to himself disgraces his mother.”
This flogging was not at all like the flogging that the Romans inflicted on Jesus with a whip interlaced with bits of bone and glass which could strip the flesh off a man’s body and could be life threatening.

Deuteronomy 25:4 Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain. 
This was quoted by Paul in 1 Corinthians 9:9 to make the point that the Christian workman was worth their keep (Matthew 10:10), just as the ox here needed to be fed if it was to work productively.
Deuteronomy 25:5a If brothers (or close relatives) are living together and one of them dies without a son, his widow must not marry outside the family.
The word translated “brothers” is the Hebrew word אָח { äkh}. It can also mean close relatives or kin. “Living together” here does not mean in the same house, but in relatively close proximity.
Deuteronomy 25:5a Her husband’s brother kinsman-redeemer  shall take her and marry her and fulfill the duty of a brother-in-law kinsman-redeemer to her. 
The word translated by the NIV as “husband’s brother” is the Hebrew word יָבָם {yä·väm'}. It is a word that only appears in this verse (twice), verse 7 and in Genesis 38:8 (the story of Tamar). It refers to the office of kinsman redeemer. The qualification of a kinsman redeemer is listed in Leviticus 25:49 “An uncle or a cousin or any blood relative in his clan may redeem him.” The office of a kinsman-redeemer did three main things. Redeem the land of the family which had fallen into the hands of others, perform the office of avenger of blood (Numbers 35, Deuteronomy 19), or raise up a family for the widow of a kinsman by marrying her.

Deuteronomy 25:6 The first son she bears shall carry on the name of the dead brother so that his name will not be blotted out from Israel. 
The first son to be born of that relationship would be given the name, the inheritance, and legal rights of the dead brother.
Deuteronomy 25:7 However, if a man does not want to marry his brother’s wife redeemable widow, she shall go to the elders at the town gate and say, “My husband’s brother refuses to carry on his brother’s name in Israel. He will not fulfill the duty of a brother-in-law kinsman-redeemer to me.” 
The word the NIV translates as “brother’s wife” in this passage is the Hebrew word יְבֵמֶת {yev·ā'·meth}. She is clearly the widow who is eligible to benefit the office of the יִבֵּם {yä·bam'}. I have translated it “redeemable widow.” This word only occurs in this verse, verse 9, and Ruth 1:15, the story of a “redeemable widow.”
Deuteronomy 25:8-9 Then the elders of his town shall summon him and talk to him. If he persists in saying, “I do not want to marry her,” his brother’s widow redeemable widow shall go up to him in the presence of the elders, take off one of his sandals, spit in his face and say, “This is what is done to the man who will not build up his brother’s family line.” 
This Law was brought into action in the Book of Ruth in the story of Boaz and Ruth. Boaz wanted to marry Ruth the widow of his close relative Kilion, but he wasn’t the closest relative. First, he had to offer the opportunity to a closer relative who turned it down. Afterward the other man handed him his sandal (Ruth 4). Ruth wasn’t present at the transaction, so she didn’t get to spit in his face.
Deuteronomy 25:10 That man’s line shall be known in Israel as The Family of the Unsandaled. 
By this law, failing to live up to the obligation was supposed to remain a part of the family legacy. 
Deuteronomy 25:11-12 If two men are fighting and the wife of one of them comes to rescue her husband from his assailant, and she reaches out and seizes him by his private parts, you shall cut off her hand. Show her no pity. 
Any attack on a man’s ability to reproduce was considered a serious offense.
Deuteronomy 25:13-16 Do not have two differing weights in your bag--one heavy, one light. Do not have two differing measures in your house--one large, one small. You must have accurate and honest weights and measures, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you. For the LORD your God detests anyone who does these things, anyone who deals dishonestly.
Dishonesty and corruption is obviously destructive to the public welfare. It also is an offense against the concept that they should have faith that God was the one that would prosper them.
Deuteronomy 25:17-19 Remember what the Amalekites did to you along the way when you came out of Egypt. When you were weary and worn out, they met you on your journey and cut off all who were lagging behind; they had no fear of God. When the LORD your God gives you rest from all the enemies around you in the land he is giving you to possess as an inheritance, you shall blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven. Do not forget! 

The Amalekites had been the first enemy of the Israelites after they crossed the Red Sea. The Amalekites had attacked them constantly as they threaded their way through the pass that crossed from the Gulf of Suez to the Gulf of Aqaba. This was a command of the LORD that the Israelites never fulfilled although David came close. Finally, the Amalekites were destroyed in the Book of Esther when the Amalekite Haman and his people were wiped out after they were almost successful in destroying the Israelites.
Deuteronomy 26:1-2 When you have entered the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance and have taken possession of it and settled in it, take some of the firstfruits of all that you produce from the soil of the land the LORD your God is giving you and put them in a basket. Then go to the place the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his Name and say to the priest in office at the time, ‘I declare today to the LORD your God that I have come to the land the LORD swore to our forefathers to give us.’” 
This referred to the command for the Feast of Firstfruits which was first given in Leviticus and which was first fulfilled when the people entered the land in the time of Joshua

Leviticus 23:9-11 “The LORD said to Moses, ‘Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When you enter the land (which was at Passover) 
 I am going to give you and you reap its harvest, bring to the priest a sheaf of the first grain you harvest. He is to wave the sheaf before the LORD so it will be accepted on your behalf; the priest is to wave it on the day after the Sabbath.’’” 

Some confusion can be caused by the term “Feast of Firstfruits” since it can be confused with the Feast of Weeks which was at the regular first harvest seven weeks later. The “Feast of Firstfruits” was first celebrated when the Israelites first entered the land at Passover. At that time the manna stopped. The normal first harvest in the bulk of Israel is at the time of the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost), but the climate in the Jordan River valley near Jericho was a mini-environment. In winter the average temperature is about 70 degrees Fahrenheit, and early crops are the norm. In the time of Christ, the priests had instituted a custom of planting a designated field near Jerusalem. It was probably in the Jordan Valley close to Jericho about 12 miles away and 3500 feet lower in altitude. The field was planted for the purpose of an early harvest 
 which was to be used for the express purpose of providing this sheaf. Planting that early nearer Jerusalem was not an optimal plan for good results.

The Feast of Firstfruits was clearly speaking of the Resurrection of Christ who was raise on the day after the first regular Sabbath (Sunday) after Passover. The waving of the grain was speaking of just that, as He himself clearly indicated and later Paul confirmed. He was raised from the dead on the Feast of Firstfruits because he was the Firstfruits.

John 12:23-24 “Jesus replied, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.’”
1 Corinthians 15:20-23 “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.”
Deuteronomy 26:4 The priest shall take the basket from your hands and set it down in front of the altar of the LORD your God.
This described the beginning of the ceremonial that was to take place on the “Feast of the Firstfruits.” Following is the statement the High Priest was to make on behalf of the people in their hearing.
Deuteronomy 26:5-10a Then you shall declare before the LORD your God: “My father was a wandering Aramean,
 and he went down into Egypt with a few people and lived there and became a great nation, powerful and numerous. But the Egyptians mistreated us and made us suffer, putting us to hard labor. Then we cried out to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our misery, toil and oppression. So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great terror and with miraculous signs and wonders. He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey; and now I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you, O LORD, have given me.” 
This statement celebrated what the LORD had done for the people in bringing them out of Egypt and finally delivering them to the Holy.
Deuteronomy 26:10b Place the basket before the LORD your God and bow down before him. 
The beginning of the ceremony was before the altar of the LORD which was in the courtyard of the Tabernacle. This part of the ceremony was to be before the LORD which indicated that it was to be in the Holy Place before the curtain that shielded the Ark of the Covenant where the presence of the LORD was said to reside. This makes clear that it was to be the Priest who did these things as only a priest could enter the Tabernacle.
Deuteronomy 26:11 And you and the Levites and the aliens among you shall rejoice in all the good things the LORD your God has given to you and your household.
This brings into view the many aliens who had accompanied the Israelites out of Egypt to worship the LORD as testified to in Exodus:
Exodus 12:38 “Many other people went up with them (the Israelites).”
Deuteronomy 26:12 When you have finished setting aside a tenth of all your produce in the third year, the year of the tithe, you shall give it to the Levite, the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that they may eat in your towns and be satisfied. 
This refers to the command given previously in Deuteronomy about the tithe every third year:
Deuteronomy 14:28 “At the end of every three years, bring all the tithes of that year’s produce and store it in your towns (instead of at the Tabernacle).” 
Deuteronomy 26:13 Then say to the LORD your God: “I have removed from my house the sacred portion and have given it to the Levite, the alien, the fatherless and the widow, according to all you commanded. I have not turned aside from your commands nor have I forgotten any of them. 
This was the ceremonial saying at the time of the third year setting aside of the Tithe. The aliens, like the Levites had no portion of the land given to them. Until those families became merged into one of the tribes, they had to make their living by either selling their labor or their skills. Any shortfall was supposed to be made up by a subsidy from the tithes.
Deuteronomy 26:14a I have not eaten any of the sacred portion while I was in mourning, nor have I removed any of it while I was unclean, nor have I offered any of it to the dead. 
Evidently, the third year tithe was to be stored locally, perhaps even in the house of the donor. Once set aside, it was sacred and not to be used for any other purpose than to give to the Levites, the aliens, the fatherless and the widows. It was to be totally exhausted by the time of the next third year tithe. It was especially forbidden to touch it while the offender was unclean. It was certainly forbidden to put it in a grave (a practice of the Egyptians).
Deuteronomy 26:14b-15 I have obeyed the LORD my God; I have done everything you commanded me. Look down from heaven, your holy dwelling place, and bless your people Israel and the land you have given us as you promised on oath to our forefathers, a land flowing with milk and honey.”
This saying was to close the ceremonial. The obedience of God’s commands in everything would ensure continued blessing. Unfortunately, as a nation, this was rarely the case.
Deuteronomy 26:16 The LORD your God commands you this day to follow these decrees and laws; carefully observe them with all your heart and with all your soul. 
Having said this prayer this was the LORD’s response to them. They were to obey the LORD, not grudgingly, but cheerfully with their heart and soul.
Deuteronomy 26:17-18 You have declared this day that the LORD is your God and that you will walk in his ways, that you will keep his decrees, commands and laws, and that you will obey him.
 And the LORD has declared this day that you are his people, his treasured possession as he promised, and that you are to keep all his commands. 
Having declared that the LORD was their God and declaring their intention to walk in His ways, the LORD in turn declared His promise to make them His people.
Deuteronomy 26:19 He has declared that he will set you in praise, fame and honor high above all the nations he has made and that you will be a people holy to the LORD your God, as he promised. 

They would be a special people, His people. Eventually, those people who were Israel were drawn from all over the world.
� Genesis 1:27, 2:23-24


� This comment indicates that God’s original intention was monogamy.


� The word translated “defiled” is the Hebrew טָמֵא {tä·mā'} which means “made unclean.” According to Leviticus the consummated act of sex makes both parties unclean. Leviticus 15:18 “When a man lies with a woman and there is an emission of semen, both must bathe with water, and they will be unclean till evening.”


� Matthew 7:12 “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.”


� Joshua 5:11 “The day after the Passover, that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land: unleavened bread and roasted grain.”


� Edersheim, The Temple – Its Ministry and Services.


� Aram was the name of the territory from the Anti-Lebanon Mountains to just beyond the Euphrates. Abraham’s people settle there after they left Ur of the Chaldeans (Genesis 11:31). 


� Verse 14b.
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