Deuteronomy

Lesson 7 – Deuteronomy 20:1- 23:25
About 1450 BC
In Lesson 6 we continued the study of the long advisory discourse of Moses to the Israelites preparatory to his death and the entry of the Israelites into the land under the new leadership of Joshua. In this lesson we continue with that discourse.
Deuteronomy 20:1 When you go to war against your enemies and see horses and chariots and an army greater than yours, do not be afraid of them, because the LORD your God, who brought you up out of Egypt, will be with you. 
Here, the subject changes to the practice of war. We have already seen that the LORD had forbidden the accumulation of horses and chariots (Deuteronomy 17:16). Chariots and horses were the weapons of the nations like Egypt that fought on flat land. Israel was mostly hilly and rocky. Not only did foot soldiers have the upper hand on horses and chariots in the terrain of Israel, but the LORD would fight on their side in the few cases they had to face them at a disadvantage. There were many battles in the history of Israel where the LORD routed large armies that faced the people of Israel. One example was the defeat of the thousands Midianites at the hands of the three hundred men of Gideon (Judges 6-7). Another was the destruction of the army of Sennacherib which went to sleep, but didn’t wake up (2 Kings 19:35).
Deuteronomy 20:2-4 When you are about to go into battle, the priest shall come forward and address the army. He shall say: “Hear, O Israel, today you are going into battle against your enemies. Do not be fainthearted or afraid; do not be terrified or give way to panic before them. For the LORD your God is the one who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies to give you victory.” 
This was the encouragement that was to be given by the priest (presumably the High Priest) when they went into battle. If they were in God’s plan, the LORD would be with them.
Deuteronomy 20:5-7 The officers shall say to the army: “Has anyone built a new house and not dedicated it? Let him go home, or he may die in battle and someone else may dedicate it. Has anyone planted a vineyard and not begun to enjoy it? Let him go home, or he may die in battle and someone else enjoy it. Has anyone become pledged to a woman and not married her? Let him go home, or he may die in battle and someone else marry her.” 
The usual age for service was twenty years old (Numbers 1:3). By that age most of the men of that era were probably married and had established their possessions. They would be sure of the stake they had in fighting. If they weren’t yet established they were permitted to return home and avoid service until they were older. However, the age of service never expired until they were physically incapable of service.
The reference to “the officers” seems to refer to a standing corps of military leaders who were entrusted with leading, organizing, and training the men from their clans and tribes.
Deuteronomy 20:8 Then the officers shall add, “Is any man afraid or fainthearted? Let him go home so that his brothers will not become disheartened too.” 
Any man who was afflicted by unnatural fear or panic was also encouraged to return home.
Deuteronomy 20:9 When the officers have finished speaking to the army, they shall appoint commanders over it. 
When the army was mobilized for war the corps of officers was normally to be given the task of who should command the larger divisions of the army as well as the Commander-in-Chief. Of course, for the first campaign the army was already organized as the had already taken the land east of the Jordan. Joshua was to be the Commander-in-Chief.
Deuteronomy 20:10-11 When you march up to attack a city, make its people an offer of peace. If they accept and open their gates, all the people in it shall be subject to forced labor and shall work for you. 
This would only apply to possible later conflicts. It didn’t apply to the Canaanites who inhabited the land. To them they were to give no quarter (Exodus 23:31-32, Deuteronomy 7:1-5). In the course of the time of the Judges and Kings they fought against non-Canaanite people like the Philistines, Ammonites, Moabites, Edomites, and Midianites. This command applied to those conflicts
Deuteronomy 20:12-13 If they refuse to make peace and they engage you in battle, lay siege to that city. When the LORD your God delivers it into your hand, put to the sword all the men in it. 
This would set an example to prevent future resistance.
Deuteronomy 20:14-15 As for the women, the children, the livestock and everything else in the city, you may take these as plunder for yourselves. And you may use the plunder the LORD your God gives you from your enemies. This is how you are to treat all the cities that are at a distance from you and do not belong to the nations nearby.
The plunder in goods and captives of these cities would belong to the Israelites. It would not be dedicated to the LORD as the plunder of Jericho would be.
Deuteronomy 20:16-17 However, in the cities of the nations the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, do not leave alive anything that breathes. Completely destroy them--the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites--as the LORD your God has commanded you. 
This reiterated the LORD’s commands relating to the people that were living in the land. Five of those listed were Canaanites:
Genesis 10:15-19 “Canaan was the father of Sidon his firstborn, and of the Hittites, Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites, Hivites, Arkites, Sinites, Arvadites, Zemarites and Hamathites. Later the Canaanite clans scattered and the borders of Canaan reached from Sidon toward Gerar as far as Gaza, and then toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha.
The Perizzites are never listed as descended from Canaan, but they are associated with the other Canaanite tribes as wicked inhabitants of the land who must be destroyed:

Exodus 23:23 “My angel will go ahead of you and bring you into the land of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites and Jebusites, and I will wipe them out.”
It should be remembered that the civilization absorbed by Canaanites was much worse than that of the surrounding nations. The LORD had exhibited His longsuffering for four hundred years until the “Amorites” had become so culturally and morally diseased that their influence needed to be wiped out for the sake of God’s plan:

Genesis 15:13-16 “Then the LORD said to him (Abraham), ‘Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years.
 But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions.
 You, however, will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age. In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.”
Deuteronomy 20:18 Otherwise, they will teach you to follow all the detestable things they do in worshiping their gods, and you will sin against the LORD your God. 
As it turned out, this was one of the many commands that the Israelites failed to follow. The apostasy, that the LORD predicted would result, came to pass.
Deuteronomy 20:19 When you lay siege to a city for a long time, fighting against it to capture it, do not destroy its trees by putting an ax to them, because you can eat their fruit. Do not cut them down. Are the trees of the field people, that you should besiege them? 
 This forbade the common practice of laying the orchards of the land waste. If they were fighting with the LORD’s help, they would conquer and then the land would be theirs. If they chopped down all the orchards, they would be conquering a much less valuable land.
Deuteronomy 20:20 However, you may cut down trees that you know are not fruit trees and use them to build siege works until the city at war with you falls. 

However, trees used for timber could be used to promote the siege.
Deuteronomy 21:1-4 If a man is found slain, lying in a field in the land the LORD your God is giving you to possess, and it is not known who killed him, your elders and judges shall go out and measure the distance from the body to the neighboring towns. Then the elders of the town nearest the body shall take a heifer that has never been worked and has never worn a yoke and lead her down to a valley that has not been plowed or planted and where there is a flowing stream. There in the valley they are to break the heifer’s neck. 
The town nearest a murder victim is held ritually responsible to provide a heifer for sacrifice if the perpetrator isn’t established. This provided motivation for that community to see that justice was done for the victim.
Deuteronomy 21:5 The priests, the sons of Levi, shall step forward, for the LORD your God has chosen them to minister and to pronounce blessings in the name of the LORD and to decide all cases of dispute and assault. 
We know from subsequent history of priests that lived outside of the thirteen towns given to the priests. Evidently, they lived scattered through the land. They were expected to be experts on the Law and could thus act on cases of dispute and assault. They were also expected to minister to the community and teach the word of God.
Deuteronomy 21:6-7 Then all the elders of the town nearest the body shall wash their hands over the heifer whose neck was broken in the valley, and they shall declare: “Our hands did not shed this blood, nor did our eyes see it done. 
Not only were the elders of the nearest town to bear the expense of the sacrifice, but they were also obliged to swear before the LORD that they were both innocent and ignorant of the crime.
Deuteronomy 21:8-9 Accept this atonement for your people Israel, whom you have redeemed, O LORD, and do not hold your people guilty of the blood of an innocent man.” And the bloodshed will be atoned for. So you will purge from yourselves the guilt of shedding innocent blood, since you have done what is right in the eyes of the LORD. 
These acts would clear their territory of any guilt before the LORD, unless they swore falsely. This washing of hands was the Jewish custom that Pontius Pilate was invoking at his trial of Jesus, when he washed his hands to communicate to the Jewish people that he was innocent of the death of Jesus Christ (Matthew 27:24). By this act he indicated that the crucifixion of Jesus amounted to shedding innocent blood.
Deuteronomy 21:10-11 When you go to war against your enemies and the LORD your God delivers them into your hands and you take captives, if you notice among the captives a beautiful woman and are attracted to her, you may take her as your wife. 
This would not have applied to the Canaanites, but to the legitimately captured women of cities outside the original land as per Deuteronomy 20:14-15. They would have ordinarily been taken into service as permanent slaves. These slaves would have protection from abuse under the Law, but they would not have the rights of Israelites. This section provides for the case of a slave woman who was taken in marriage by an Israelite.
Deuteronomy 21:12-13 Bring her into your home and have her shave her head, trim her nails and put aside the clothes she was wearing when captured. After she has lived in your house and mourned her father and mother for a full month, then you may go to her and be her husband and she shall be your wife. 
For such a woman to marry an Israelite she had to undergo this ceremony signifying the abandonment of her past life.
Deuteronomy 21:14 If you are not pleased with her, let her go wherever she wishes. You must not sell her or treat her as a slave, since you have dishonored her. 
If, after she has been thus married, the Israelite divorced her, she would have all the rights of a free Israelite woman.
Deuteronomy 21:15-16 If a man has two wives, and he loves one but not the other, and both bear him sons but the firstborn is the son of the wife he does not love, when he wills his property to his sons, he must not give the rights of the firstborn to the son of the wife he loves in preference to his actual firstborn, the son of the wife he does not love. 
Polygamy was never condoned in scripture. In the first marriage of Adam to Eve, the two were to become one. The future Kings of Israel were forbidden to multiply wives (have more than one). However, among the people of Israel coming out of Egypt there were polygamous marriages. To have banned them would have left the cast off wives in a state of helplessness and poverty.
There was great importance attached in that culture, and human society in general, to having a son. As a result, men would often marry a second wife if the first failed to provide a male heir. This law enforced the right of the truly firstborn son.
Deuteronomy 21:17 He must acknowledge the son of his unloved wife as the firstborn by giving him a double share of all he has. That son is the first sign of his father’s strength. The right of the firstborn belongs to him. 
That right was to a double portion of his father’s estate inheritance. That means that if a man had five sons, his estate would be divided into six equal portions. The oldest son would get two portions and the other four sons would each get one. In the case of daughters, they only inherited if their father died without a son. Otherwise, their welfare depended on the inheritance of their husbands. If they never married their welfare depended on their oldest brother.
Deuteronomy 21:18-21 If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother and will not listen to them when they discipline him, his father and mother shall take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town. They shall say to the elders, “This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a profligate and a drunkard.” Then all the men of his town shall stone him to death. You must purge the evil from among you. All Israel will hear of it and be afraid. 
In extreme cases of a rebellious son the case could be taken to the elders of the town by both father and mother. If the case was made, the son would be stoned to death. Of course for this to happen, the parents would have to subject themselves to public humiliation for raising such a wayward son and both of them would have had to have lost all affection for the child. You can judge for yourself how often this was likely to have happened. The threat of it however, would have reined in many a wayward son.
Deuteronomy 21:22-23 If a man guilty of a capital offense is put to death and his body is hung on a tree, you must not leave his body on the tree overnight. Be sure to bury him that same day, because anyone who is hung on a tree is under God’s curse. You must not desecrate the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance. 

This was the Law which prompted the Jews to have Pilate take down Jesus’ body before nightfall after his crucifixion:

John 19:31 “Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down.”
It also speaks of the fact that Jesus bore God’s curse for us.
Deuteronomy 22:1-4 If you see your brother’s ox or sheep straying, do not ignore it but be sure to take it back to him. If the brother does not live near you or if you do not know who he is, take it home with you and keep it until he comes looking for it. Then give it back to him. Do the same if you find your brother’s donkey or his cloak or anything he loses. Do not ignore it. If you see your brother’s donkey or his ox fallen on the road, do not ignore it. Help him get it to its feet.
This an extension of the command in Leviticus 19:18 to “love your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus expressed it a little differently in Luke 6:31 “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” (Also see Matthew 7:12).
Deuteronomy 22:5 A woman must not wear men’s clothing, nor a man wear women’s clothing, for the LORD your God detests anyone who does this. 
Confusion of sexes by crossdressing was forbidden. It leads to an unhealthy society. On an individual basis it is a failure of faith in what the LORD sovereignly designed for each individual. Such a failure can never lead to joy and happiness. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-7 If you come across a bird’s nest beside the road, either in a tree or on the ground, and the mother is sitting on the young or on the eggs, do not take the mother with the young. You may take the young, but be sure to let the mother go, so that it may go well with you and you may have a long life. 
The main principal that speaks to me here is that is never wise to destroy the source of future production. If you are a vegetarian you may have a different view.
Deuteronomy 22:8 When you build a new house, make a parapet around your roof so that you may not bring the guilt of bloodshed on your house if someone falls from the roof. 
The main principal here is that the master is always responsible for the safety and welfare of those under him.
Deuteronomy 22:9 Do not plant two kinds of seed in your vineyard; if you do, not only the crops you plant but also the fruit of the vineyard will be defiled.   
This speaks of wise stewardship of the vineyard. It also speaks metaphorically of human relationships.
Deuteronomy 22:10 Do not plow with an ox and a donkey yoked together. 
Clearly, an ox and donkey are of different sizes and different strengths, and probably of different temperaments. They would not work together well. This was also a principal in human relations which Paul referred to in 2 Corinthians:
2 Corinthians 6:14 “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?”
Deuteronomy 22:11 Do not wear clothes of wool and linen woven together. 
Clearly, these fibers woven together would shrink at different rates and eventually destroy the integrity of the cloth. This is not only a self-evident principal of weaving, but a metaphor for a principal of living.
Deuteronomy 22:12 Make tassels on the four corners of the cloak you wear. 
This referred to the command that LORD had given to Moses in Numbers:
Numbers 15:38-40 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘Throughout the generations to come you are to make tassels on the corners of your garments, with a blue cord on each tassel. You will have these tassels to look at and so you will remember all the commands of the LORD, that you may obey them and not prostitute yourselves by going after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes. Then you will remember to obey all my commands and will be consecrated to your God.”

The color blue normally signifies heaven and thus the LORD God in heaven. These tassels were to remind the Israelites throughout the day of the will of God for their lives.
Deuteronomy 22:13-21 If a man takes a wife and, after lying with her, dislikes her and slanders her and gives her a bad name, saying, “I married this woman, but when I approached her, I did not find proof of her virginity,” then the girl’s father and mother shall bring proof that she was a virgin to the town elders at the gate. The girl’s father will say to the elders, “I gave my daughter in marriage to this man, but he dislikes her. Now he has slandered her and said, ‘I did not find your daughter to be a virgin.’ But here is the proof of my daughter’s virginity.” Then her parents shall display the cloth 
 before the elders of the town, and the elders shall take the man and punish him. They shall fine him a hundred shekels of silver and give them to the girl’s father, because this man has given an Israelite virgin a bad name. She shall continue to be his wife; he must not divorce her as long as he lives. If, however, the charge is true and no proof of the girl’s virginity can be found, she shall be brought to the door of her father’s house and there the men of her town shall stone her to death. She has done a disgraceful thing in Israel by being promiscuous while still in her father’s house. You must purge the evil from among you.
These rules only applied to marriages where the bride had been declared to be a virgin beforehand. Obviously, not all marriages required that declaration. Marriages with non-virgins would have involved women who were widows, been married before, or had been raped. Knowing human nature, there were probably more than a few who had been consensually compromised with another man but had never been found out. If the proposed husband was in love with such a woman and the woman loved him, it was up to her to forego any guarantee that she was a virgin. If the man loved her, he could marry without such a guarantee. Even if the guarantee was made and the woman turned out not be a virgin the husband was under no obligation to make a complaint considering the dire consequences that would follow to the woman he supposedly loved.

Deuteronomy 22:22 If a man is found sleeping with another man’s wife, both the man who slept with her and the woman must die. You must purge the evil from Israel. 
Cleary the LORD set these extreme capital punishments to make clear the grim consequences that such behavior tended to produce for a nation that assented to promiscuity. Adulterers were also their own worst enemies. David committed adultery with Bathsheba and the consequence dogged him for the rest of his life. Among many other things it led to him becoming a murderer. 
Deuteronomy 22:23-24 If a man happens to meet in a town a virgin pledged to be married and he sleeps with her, you shall take both of them to the gate of that town and stone them to death--the girl because she was in a town and did not scream for help, and the man because he violated another man’s wife. You must purge the evil from among you. 
This only happened if the pair was indiscreet and was thus discovered by witnesses. Also, the witness had to be willing to bring the charge which might result in a death sentence. There also had to be at least two witnesses (Numbers 35:30). There is certainly no record in the Old Testament of this sentence ever being carried out. In Judges 19-20 the entire tribe of Benjamin went to war rather than see a righteous judgment of death for rape being carried out.
Deuteronomy 22:25-27 But if out in the country a man happens to meet a girl pledged to be married and rapes her,
 only the man who has done this shall die. Do nothing to the girl; she has committed no sin deserving death. This case is like that of someone who attacks and murders his neighbor, for the man found the girl out in the country, and though the betrothed girl screamed, there was no one to rescue her. 
You must remember that this was written for the situation as it existed in Israel when they went into the promised land. If a woman was raped in a village or small town, there was nowhere where she couldn’t scream and quickly report her rape. In such towns, there was nobody that was not known by name. If there was a stranger, he would have been carefully noted. However, out in the country the woman could rightfully claim to have been forced into the act against her will.
Of course this leaves out the case of a woman who might have been seized and raped by invading armies or marauders who were not Israelites.
Deuteronomy 22:28-29 If a man happens to meet a virgin who is not pledged to be married and rapes her 
 and they are discovered, he shall pay the girl’s father fifty shekels of silver. He must marry the girl, for he has violated her. He can never divorce her as long as he lives. 
It should be remembered that most men and women in the small villages of Israel knew each other by sight so that a rape was unlikely to go unsolved. If the rape was reported, the perpetrator could always be identified, and the potential perpetrators knew it. Thus, to rape an unengaged woman was to marry a woman. This law would never work in a modern society of large anonymous cities.
Deuteronomy 22:30 A man is not to marry his father’s wife; he must not dishonor his father’s bed. 

This does not refer to a man’s biological mother, but to another wife. The prohibition concerning the mother is given in Leviticus 18:7. This repeats the prohibition of Leviticus 18:8. This was considered dishonoring to the Father, and thus also violates the command of honoring both father and mother (Exodus 20:12).
Deuteronomy 23:1 No one who has been emasculated by crushing or cutting may enter the assembly of the LORD. 
Obviously, this was speaking only of men. It was speaking of men who no longer had the capacity of having children because they had been emasculated either voluntarily or involuntarily. The question here is what does the bar from the “the assembly of the LORD” mean? Clearly, it does not mean to bar such people from the worship of the LORD as Isaiah later made clear:
Isaiah 56:4-5  And let not any eunuch complain, ‘I am only a dry tree.’ 

For this is what the LORD says: ‘To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose what pleases me and hold fast to my covenant to them I will give within my temple and its walls a memorial and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that will not be cut off.’” 

In the Law of Moses, the term “assembly of the LORD is only used in this chapter of Deuteronomy. It is also used in Joshua 22:16, 1 Chronicles 28:8, and Micah 2:5. There it becomes clear that “the assembly of the LORD” refers to the original political establishment of the children of Israel, and does not refer to anything related to the worship of the LORD.

Deuteronomy 23:2 No one born of a forbidden marriage nor any of his descendants may enter the assembly of the LORD, even down to the tenth generation.
This political disbarment also applied to the children of forbidden marriages. This was not unlike the legal disbarment of any foreign born person from becoming President of the United States. It should be remembered that under the original establishment of Israel, it was to be governed be freely chosen representatives and judges. They were the political establishment. After the inception of the monarchy, the political establishment became one person, the King.
Deuteronomy 23:3-4 No Ammonite or Moabite or any of his descendants 
 may enter the assembly of the LORD, even down to the tenth generation.
 For they did not come to meet you with bread and water on your way when you came out of Egypt, and they hired Balaam son of Beor from Pethor in Aram Naharaim 
 to pronounce a curse on you. 
The disbarment extended to these foreigners. However, it did not affect their relationship with the LORD as Isaiah again makes clear. Moabites living among them could become part of the political establishment ten generations after entering the land (about 200-250 years).
Isa 56:3, 6-7 ““Let no foreigner who has bound himself to the LORD say, ‘The LORD will surely exclude me from his people.’ --- And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to serve him, to love the name of the LORD, and to worship him, all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold fast to my covenant - these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations.”
Deuteronomy 23:5-6 However, the LORD your God would not listen to Balaam but turned the curse into a blessing for you, because the LORD your God loves you. Do not seek a treaty of friendship with them as long as you live. 
In addition to the political disbarment against the Moabites, the Israelites were warned against making any treaty of friendship with the nation of Moab. They would never be reliable.
Deuteronomy 23:7a Do not abhor an Edomite, for he is your brother. 
The ban against the Moabites didn’t apply to the Edomites who had only forbidden Israel to cross their territory. They were their “brothers” in the sense that they were the descendants of Esau, the brother of Jacob (Israel).
Deuteronomy 23:7b-8 Do not abhor an Egyptian, because you lived as an alien in his country. The third generation of children born to them may enter the assembly of the LORD. 
There were many Egyptians who had come out of Egypt with the Israelites.
 They would be fully incorporated within 60 to 70 years of the time they left Egypt forty years before. 
Deuteronomy 23:9 When you are encamped against your enemies, keep away from everything impure. 
Deuteronomy 23:10-11 If one of your men is unclean because of a nocturnal emission, he is to go outside the camp and stay there. But as evening approaches he is to wash himself, and at sunset he may return to the camp. 
This was a restatement of the instructions in Leviticus 15:16-17. This seems to have been a health issue. Someone who was sick could pass a disease on through such emissions. 
Deuteronomy 23:12-13 Designate a place outside the camp where you can go to relieve yourself. As part of your equipment have something to dig with, and when you relieve yourself, dig a hole and cover up your excrement. 
These were also commands related to maintaining a healthy camp. Diseases can easily be transmitted by feces and urine, so they were to be separated from the camp.
Deuteronomy 23:14 For the LORD your God moves about in your camp to protect you and to deliver your enemies to you. Your camp must be holy, so that he will not see among you anything indecent and turn away from you. 
The LORD didn’t explain about how germs in bodily discharges could spread disease. Instead He just expressed it in terms of something they needed to obey in faith.
Deuteronomy 23:15-16 If a slave has taken refuge with you, do not hand him over to his master. Let him live among you wherever he likes and in whatever town he chooses. Do not oppress him.
Slaves from the nations around them were to be given safe refuge among them and treated like any other alien among them. They were also to be given the opportunity to live among whichever tribe of Israel they wanted.
Deuteronomy 23:17-18 None of the daughters of Israel shall be a prostitute; none of the sons of Israel shall be a prostitute. You shall not bring the fee of a prostitute or the wages of a male prostitute into the house of the LORD your God in payment for any vow, for both of these are abhorrent to the LORD your God.” NRSV 

There was to be no prostitution of any kind in the land. Moneys earned that way were an abomination to the LORD.
Deuteronomy 23:19 Do not charge your brother interest, whether on money or food or anything else that may earn interest. 
This prohibition didn’t seem to relate to business type loans, but rather to the lending of money to the poor. Both Exodus and Leviticus make this clear:
Exodus 22:25 “If you lend money to one of my people among you who is needy, do not be like a moneylender; charge him no interest.”
Leviticus 25:35-37 “If one of your countrymen becomes poor and is unable to support himself among you, help him as you would an alien or a temporary resident, so he can continue to live among you. Do not take interest of any kind from him, but fear your God, so that your countryman may continue to live among you. You must not lend him money at interest or sell him food at a profit.”
Deuteronomy 23:20 You may charge a foreigner interest, but not a brother Israelite, so that the LORD your God may bless you in everything you put your hand to in the land you are entering to possess. 
This prohibition did not apply to foreigners
Deuteronomy 23:21-23 If you make a vow to the LORD your God, do not be slow to pay it, for the LORD your God will certainly demand it of you and you will be guilty of sin. But if you refrain from making a vow, you will not be guilty. Whatever your lips utter you must be sure to do, because you made your vow freely to the LORD your God with your own mouth.
The LORD wasn’t impressed with vows, but if you made one you should fulfill it. This is what Jesus Christ said about vows or oaths:
Matthew 5:33-37 “Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.’ But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.
Deuteronomy 23:24-25 If you enter your neighbor’s vineyard, you may eat all the grapes you want, but do not put any in your basket. If you enter your neighbor’s grainfield, you may pick kernels with your hands, but you must not put a sickle to his standing grain.
One could eat everything they wanted while passing through a field, but they couldn’t take anything out of it. That would be stealing.

� They stayed in Egypt 430 years to the day, according to Exodus 12:41.


� Quoted in Acts 7:6-7


� Prior virginity was not established by an examination by a doctor, but by cloth supposedly stained with blood from the rupture the hymen. Such a cloth could obviously be faked.


� Literally the Hebrew words the NIV translates “rapes her” should be translated are literally “seizes her and lies with her.”


� Literally the Hebrew words the NIV translates “rapes her” should be translated are literally “seizes her and lies with her.”


� The phrase “or any of his descendants” does not occur in the original, although it may be implied.


� Evidently, in practice, this only applied to the male line of descendants, as Ruth the Moabite was the great-grandmother of David, and Naamah the Ammonite was the mother of Rehoboam. Also, this prohibition could be interpreted two different ways. The prohibition of descendants of a Israelite – Moabite marriage were forbidden until ten generations had passed, or the prohibition of Moabites until ten generations of Moabites had passed from the time of the Exodus.


� See Genesis 24:11. This was the country in which Nahor, Laban, Rebekah, Rachel and Leah were from. Many of the people had originally worshipped the true God. Probably, Balaam came from these people, and thus knew the true God.


� Exodus 12:38 “Many other people went up with them, as well as large droves of livestock, both flocks and herds.”


� I have substituted the NRSV translation with the exception that where they used “temple prostitute,” I just used “prostitute.” There is no word for “temple” here. It hardly seems likely that the LORD would make this prohibition considering that He had already commanded the destruction of all pagan temples and said that worship at them was a capital offense.
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