Deuteronomy

Lesson 6 – Deuteronomy 17:1- 19:21
About 1450 BC
In Lesson 5 we studied the long advisory discourse of Moses to the Israelites preparatory to his death and the entry of the Israelites into the land under the new leadership of Joshua. In this lesson we continue on that discourse.
Deuteronomy 17:1 Do not sacrifice to the LORD your God an ox or a sheep that has any defect or flaw in it, for that would be detestable to him. 
Moses repeated the ban given dozens of times in Leviticus and Numbers on making any sacrifice to the LORD which had a defect. Since the sacrifices were all symbolic of Jesus Christ, they had to be perfect to symbolize His sinlessness.
Deuteronomy 17:2-5 If a man or woman living among you in one of the towns the LORD gives you is found doing evil in the eyes of the LORD your God in violation of his covenant, and contrary to my command has worshiped other gods, bowing down to them or to the sun or the moon or the stars of the sky, and this has been brought to your attention, then you must investigate it thoroughly. If it is true and it has been proved that this detestable thing has been done in Israel, take the man or woman who has done this evil deed to your city gate and stone that person to death. 
This would have applied to the resident aliens who were living among them as well as the Israelites. If active worship was proved, it was a capital offense. By this law, King Solomon should have been put to death:
1 Kings 11:5 “He (Solomon) followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech the detestable god of the Ammonites.”
Deuteronomy 17:6 On the testimony of two or three witnesses a man shall be put to death, but no one shall be put to death on the testimony of only one witness. 
In any trial, no one could be proved guilty of a capital crime unless at least two witnesses, preferably three, could be found to testify as to his guilt.
Deuteronomy 17:7 The hands of the witnesses must be the first in putting him to death, and then the hands of all the people. You must purge the evil from among you. 
If a person was found guilty, the witnesses against him were obliged to participate first in their stoning to death. This would be another discouragement against false testimony.
Deuteronomy 17:8-9 If cases come before your courts that are too difficult for you to judge--whether bloodshed, lawsuits or assaults--take them to the place the LORD your God will choose. Go to the priests, who are Levites, and to the judge who is in office at that time. Inquire of them and they will give you the verdict. 
The great decisions were handled by the great Judges who were to sit at the place of the Tabernacle. Some of the cases could be decided by the priests who could interpret the Law. The High Priest also had access to the Urim and Thummim whereby the LORD could render an opinion in the most important instances.
Deuteronomy 17:10 You must act according to the decisions they give you at the place the LORD will choose. Be careful to do everything they direct you to do. 
If the verdict came from the Judge or the High Priest, there was no appeal from their decision.
Deuteronomy 17:11-13 Act according to the law they teach you and the decisions they give you. Do not turn aside from what they tell you, to the right or to the left. The man who shows contempt for the judge or for the priest who stands ministering there to the LORD your God must be put to death. You must purge the evil from Israel. All the people will hear and be afraid, and will not be contemptuous again.
The Law of the LORD as interpreted by the Judge or the priests was to be the last word. No disrespect for those ministers of justice was to be tolerated.
Deuteronomy 17:14 When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you and have taken possession of it and settled in it, and you say, “Let us set a king over us like all the nations around us,” 
Sadly this was prophetic. Eventually, because the people had ignored the Law of the LORD and become lawless, their society would become chaotic. At that time they would decide that the monarchical governments of the pagans around them were better than the one that the LORD had advised. They would decide they needed a government of men rather than of laws. 
Deuteronomy 17:15 be sure to appoint over you the king the LORD your God chooses. He must be from among your own brothers. Do not place a foreigner over you, one who is not a brother Israelite. 
When they stupidly chose to have a king, they must at least let the LORD choose. When they did, they let the LORD choose Saul. After him, the LORD chose David. After that the choice of successor king was left to the previous king. They had very few decent kings in that line. Israel wasted away to extinction in the four hundred years after David. Before that they had held all the land the LORD had given them after the Exodus for five hundred years.
Deuteronomy 17:16 The king, moreover, must not acquire great numbers of horses for himself or make the people return to Egypt to get more of them, for the LORD has told you, “You are not to go back that way again.” 
When the new king was appointed, he was not to acquire great numbers of horses as if their survival depended on imitating the great empires of that day. Solomon violated these commands:
1 Kings 10:26 “Solomon accumulated chariots and horses; he had fourteen hundred chariots and twelve thousand horses.”

2 Chronicles 9:28 “Solomon’s horses were imported from Egypt.”
Deuteronomy 17:17a He shall not multiply wives for himself, or else his heart will turn away; NASB

The Hebrew translated “not multiply” literally means “not more than one.” As far as is recorded, Saul had only a wife and a concubine. David had at least nine wives and at least ten concubines. You can read below what Solomon did:
1 Kings 11:1-3 “King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh’s daughter - Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. They were from nations about which the Lord had told the Israelites, ‘You must not intermarry with them because they will surely turn your hearts after their gods.’ Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love. He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray.”

Deuteronomy 17:17b He must not accumulate large amounts of silver and gold. 
Saul and David kept a relatively modest court, but Solomon greedily gathered a large fortune to himself:
Ecclesiastes 2:8 I (Solomon) amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and provinces.
Deuteronomy 17:18 When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy of this law, taken from that of the priests, who are Levites. 
The king that the LORD chose was commanded to copy down all the words of the Law (probably the entire Pentateuch) to ensure that he had read the Law and had no reason to plead ignorance. This also tells us that the Levitical priests were to be guardians of the Scripture that existed.
Deuteronomy 17:19-20a It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God and follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees and not consider himself better than his brothers and turn from the law to the right or to the left,
The king was not only to have copied the entire Law once; he was to read his copy every day of his life. He was to rule by the Law of the LORD and not regard himself above the Law. Israel was to be a government of laws, not men.
Deuteronomy 17:20b so that he and his sons may continue long in his kingdom in the midst of Israel. NASB
If he did that, then his line of sons would continue as Kings of Israel. Although neither David nor any of his sons really fulfilled this command, a promise was made to David that one of his sons (descendants) would reign forever. That descendant is Jesus Christ.
Deuteronomy 18:1-2 The priests, who are Levites--indeed the whole tribe of Levi--are to have no allotment or inheritance with Israel. They shall live on the offerings made to the LORD by fire, for that is their inheritance. They shall have no inheritance among their brothers; the LORD is their inheritance, as he promised them. 
This reiterated the command about the Levites share in the distribution of the land.
 They were the smallest tribe numbering under 3 percent of the people of Israel. They were to be dedicated to the service of the Tabernacle and the LORD. Instead of a territory of their own, they were given their own towns scattered throughout the land (Numbers 35:1-8).
Deuteronomy 18:3-5 This is the share due the priests from the people who sacrifice a bull or a sheep: the shoulder, the jowls and the inner parts. You are to give them the firstfruits of your grain, new wine and oil, and the first wool from the shearing of your sheep, for the LORD your God has chosen them and their descendants out of all your tribes to stand and minister in the LORD’s name always. 
The portion that the priests and Levites were given was to pay them for the work they did for the LORD and the Tabernacle.
Deuteronomy 18:6-7 If a Levite moves from one of your towns anywhere in Israel where he is living, and comes in all earnestness to the place the LORD will choose, he may minister in the name of the LORD his God like all his fellow Levites who serve there in the presence of the LORD. 
The priests and Levites were also to have a special living space in whatever place the LORD’s tabernacle was settled. That was their main center of service.
Deuteronomy 18:8 He is to share equally in their benefits, even though he has received money from the sale of family possessions. 
Such a priest or Levite would share equally in the tithes sent to the Tabernacle.
Deuteronomy 18:9-11 When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you, do not learn to imitate the detestable ways of the nations there. Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the LORD, and because of these detestable practices the LORD your God will drive out those nations before you.
Just in case they hadn’t gotten the point from previous commands (Leviticus 19:25, 31) about these sorts of idol worship, Moses gave them a list.
Deuteronomy 18:13-14 You must be blameless before the LORD your God. The nations you will dispossess listen to those who practice sorcery or divination. But as for you, the LORD your God has not permitted you to do so. 
The nations that the people would dispossess followed these practices. Israel had the Word of the LORD to guide them. Sadly, many of the people of Israel fell away into these practices. King Saul consulted a witch in an attempt to consult the dead (1 Samuel 28:7-8).
Deuteronomy 18:15 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must listen to him. 
This is the great Messianic prophecy about “the Prophet” which the people in Jesus’ day were familiar with:

John 6:14 “After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, ‘Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.’”
John 7:40 “On hearing his (Jesus’) words, some of the people said, ‘Surely this man is the Prophet.’”

Deuteronomy 18:16 For this is what you asked of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, “Let us not hear the voice of the LORD our God nor see this great fire anymore, or we will die.” 
The people had complained of the terror they had when they saw and heard a manifestation of the LORD in His power and might. They had seen a great fire and heard a voice like thunder.

Deuteronomy 18:17-18 The LORD said to me: “What they say is good. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him. 
The LORD had promised Moses to come the people instead as man, a prophet like Moses. The LORD was promising the person of Jesus Christ.
Deuteronomy 18:19 If anyone does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name, I myself will call him to account. 
This was a warning to the people of Israel 1500 years in the future. They would be called to account if the failed to listen to the words of His Christ. They didn’t and their nation was destroyed and scattered in 70 AD.
Deuteronomy 18:20 But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not commanded him to say, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, must be put to death.” 
However, the LORD knew that there would be many false Messiahs that would come before the true Messiah came. Any such one should be put to death.
Deuteronomy 18:21-22 You may say to yourselves, “How can we know when a message has not been spoken by the LORD?” If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the LORD does not take place or come true, that is a message the LORD has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuously. Do not be afraid of him. 

The test by which the people could tell if a man was a false prophet or “the Prophet” and the Messiah was simple. Everything He said was true. If the person said to the lame, “Get up and walk” and they didn’t he was a false prophet. If he said to the raging sea, “Be still” and it didn’t he was a false prophet. If he said to a dead man in a tomb “Come forth” and the man stayed dead, he was a false prophet. 

Nothing Jesus ever said failed to come true. He never failed the test of the true “Prophet” promised to Moses.
Deuteronomy 19:1-2 When the LORD your God has destroyed the nations whose land he is giving you, and when you have driven them out and settled in their towns and houses, then set aside for yourselves three cities centrally located in the land the LORD your God is giving you to possess. 
This only referred to the land west of the Jordan. Moses had already established which were to be the three cities of refuge east of the Jordan (Number 35:14).
Deuteronomy 19:3 Build roads to them and divide into three parts the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, so that anyone who kills a man may flee there. 
These three towns were to be distributed evenly over the land across the Jordan, one in the north, one in the center, and one in the south. They were to be easily accessible.
Deuteronomy 19:4-5 This is the rule concerning the man who kills another and flees there to save his life--one who kills his neighbor unintentionally, without malice aforethought. For instance, a man may go into the forest with his neighbor to cut wood, and as he swings his ax to fell a tree, the head may fly off and hit his neighbor and kill him. That man may flee to one of these cities and save his life.
This concerns the rules for the role of the cities of refuge in the case of someone guilty of unintentional manslaughter. They had already given been in Numbers 35:22-29
Deuteronomy 19:6-7 Otherwise, the avenger of blood might pursue him in a rage, overtake him if the distance is too great, and kill him even though he is not deserving of death, since he did it to his neighbor without malice aforethought. This is why I command you to set aside for yourselves three cities.
These verses explain why the six cities were to be spaced evenly in their original territories on both the east and west of the Jordan.
Deuteronomy 19:8 If the LORD your God enlarges your territory, as he promised on oath to your forefathers, and gives you the whole land he promised them, 
The  LORD had promised that the full extent of their land would extend from the edge of the Nile Delta up the coast north through Lebanon and west to the Euphrates:
Genesis 15:18 “On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates.” 

Deuteronomy 11:24b “Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the Euphrates River to the western sea.” Also see Deuteronomy 1:7-8.
This will eventually be the land the LORD gives to Israel in the Millennium. Its possible full extent is suggested in the map below.




Deuteronomy 19:9 because you carefully follow all these laws I command you today--to love the LORD your God and to walk always in his ways--then you are to set aside three more cities.
 
Of course Israel turned away from the LORD’s commands from the very beginning and were never given these additional lands. Instead, they lost the lands the LORD had given them.
Deuteronomy 19:10 Do this so that innocent blood will not be shed in your land, which the LORD your God is giving you as your inheritance, and so that you will not be guilty of bloodshed. 
If the cities weren’t evenly spaced throughout the land their true function would be compromised.
Deuteronomy 19:11-13 But if a man hates his neighbor and lies in wait for him, assaults and kills him, and then flees to one of these cities, the elders of his town shall send for him, bring him back from the city, and hand him over to the avenger of blood to die. Show him no pity. You must purge from Israel the guilt of shedding innocent blood, so that it may go well with you. 
However, there should be no pity or mercy for someone who was judged guilty of murder with malice aforethought. It should be remarked that there was a different method of capital punishment for a murderer. He was to be executed by someone appointed as avenger of blood. This differed from the form of capital punishment for spiritual and sexual crimes, that of being stoned to death by the accusers, the witnesses, and the community.
Deuteronomy 19:14 Do not move your neighbor’s boundary stone set up by your predecessors in the inheritance you receive in the land the LORD your God is giving you to possess. 
The property allotment given out in the original grants were to remain inviolate.
Deuteronomy 19:15 One witness is not enough to convict a man accused of any crime or offense he may have committed. A matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses. 
This repeats the instructions for the courts of Israel also given in Numbers 35:30, Deuteronomy 17:6.
Deuteronomy 19:16-19 If a malicious witness takes the stand to accuse a man of a crime, the two men involved in the dispute must stand in the presence of the LORD before the priests and the judges who are in office at the time. The judges must make a thorough investigation, and if the witness proves to be a liar, giving false testimony against his brother, then do to him as he intended to do to his brother. You must purge the evil from among you. 
If anyone was proved to be a false witness, the penalty that would have to be accessed against the falsely accused if he had been found guilty would be accessed against the false witness. If the accusation was murder, the false witness would pay with his life.
Deuteronomy 19:20-21 The rest of the people will hear of this and be afraid, and never again will such an evil thing be done among you. Show no pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.
Giving false witness was such a serious offense that the penalty was drastic. Here the formula for compensation for an injury given in Exodus 21:22-27 is repeated. There, the penalty for an actual loss was life for life, eye for eye, etc. Here the penalty for just trying to use the courts to inflict the damage was the same as if they had succeeded.
� Numbers 18:20, Deuteronomy 10:9


� See Numbers 35:14 for the command to set apart six cities.
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