Deuteronomy

Lesson 2 – Deuteronomy 4:1-5:31
About 1450 BC
Having brought the new generation of Israel up to date with the history of their travels from Mt. Sinai almost thirty-nine years before and having commissioned Joshua as their new leader, Moses began to give them a recapitulation of the Laws they were to follow. Some of what he said was a repetition of what is written in Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers, and some of what he said was new to the written record.
Deuteronomy 4:1 Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 
For Israel to fulfill the great destiny the LORD had for them, it was critical that they followed the Laws the LORD had given them.
Deuteronomy 4:2 Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I give you. 
Unfortunately, during the period up to the Babylonian Exile a thousand years later, Israel was generally guilty of subtracting from the Law. From the return until the First Advent, they were guiltier of adding to the Laws:
Mark 7:6 “He (Jesus) replied, ‘Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: ‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.’ 
 You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men.’ And he said to them: ‘You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe your own traditions!’”
Deuteronomy 4:3-4 You saw with your own eyes what the LORD did at Baal Peor. The LORD your God destroyed from among you everyone who followed the Baal of Peor, but all of you who held fast to the LORD your God are still alive today. 
As a cautionary tale Moses called to their minds the very recent incident where the Midianite and Moabite women had drawn many of the young Israelite men into idolatry (Numbers 25). The result was the destruction of 24,000 men.
Deuteronomy 4:5-6 See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the LORD my God commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are entering to take possession of it. Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” 
If the Israelites obeyed the Laws the LORD had given them they would become a model of wisdom to the Gentiles.
Deuteronomy 4:7 What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the LORD our God is near us whenever we pray to him? 
The Gentiles conception of a “god” was a distant and uncaring being. By contrast, the only real  God, the LORD, was personal and present.
Deuteronomy 4:8 And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today? 
Most peoples in those days were not a government of righteous and fair laws, but a government based on the whims of their kings and leaders.
Deuteronomy 4:9 Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their children after them. 
They needed to be careful to teach the succeeding generations the lessons they had been taught during their Exodus.
Deuteronomy 4:10-12 Remember the day you stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, when he said to me, “Assemble the people before me to hear my words so that they may learn to revere me as long as they live in the land and may teach them to their children.” You came near and stood at the foot of the mountain while it blazed with fire to the very heavens, with black clouds and deep darkness. Then the LORD spoke to you out of the fire. You heard the sound of words but saw no form; there was only a voice. 
The most striking memory had to have been when they all stood at the foot of Mt. Sinai while it blazed with the fire of the LORD’s presence and actually heard the voice of the LORD.
Deuteronomy 4:13-14 He declared to you his covenant, the Ten Commandments, which he commanded you to follow and then wrote them on two stone tablets. And the LORD directed me at that time to teach you the decrees and laws you are to follow in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess. 
At that time, in the hearing of the people, the LORD declared the Ten Commandments. He then gave Moses additional decrees and laws (Exodus 20:22-23:32). On another trip the LORD gave Moses the tablets of the Ten Commandments written on stone (Exodus 24:12).
Deuteronomy 4:15-18 You saw no form of any kind the day the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the fire. Therefore watch yourselves very carefully, so that you do not become corrupt and make for yourselves an idol, an image of any shape, whether formed like a man or a woman, or like any animal on earth or any bird that flies in the air, or like any creature that moves along the ground or any fish in the waters below. 
The LORD had been careful that day not to reveal Himself in the form of any creature so that they would not construct an image which restricted their conception of God.
Deuteronomy 4:19 And when you look up to the sky and see the sun, the moon and the stars--all the heavenly array--do not be enticed into bowing down to them and worshiping things the LORD your God has apportioned to all the nations under heaven. 
Neither should they think to worship the inanimate things in the sky which were revealed to all people. Israel should understand that they were a unique people who had been given the privilege of hearing the voice of the LORD.
Deuteronomy 4:20 But as for you, the LORD took you and brought you out of the iron-smelting furnace, out of Egypt, to be the people of his inheritance, as you now are. 
The LORD had called them out of Egypt for a special destiny, to be the people of His inheritance. This inheritance would only be for those who were true Israel through faith and the inheritance would be earned by Jesus Christ,
 the Son of God. Those who believe in Christ would become Israel.
Romans 8:16-17 “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ

Ephesians 3:6 “This mystery is that, through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.”

Galatians 3:29 “If you (Gentiles) belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”
Deuteronomy 4:21-22 The LORD was angry with me because of you, and he solemnly swore that I would not cross the Jordan and enter the good land the LORD your God is giving you as your inheritance. I will die in this land; I will not cross the Jordan; but you are about to cross over and take possession of that good land. 
Moses reminded them again (the first time was in Deuteronomy 1:37) of the occasion (Numbers 20:1-13) why he was not entering the land with them.
Deuteronomy 4:23-24 Be careful not to forget the covenant of the LORD your God that he made with you; do not make for yourselves an idol in the form of anything the LORD your God has forbidden. For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God. 
Because of the special destiny of Israel, the LORD would jealously protect their destiny from corruption. Sometimes it would take drastic measures. 
Deuteronomy 4:25-26 After you have had children and grandchildren and have lived in the land a long time--if you then become corrupt and make any kind of idol, doing evil in the eyes of the LORD your God and provoking him to anger, I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you this day that you will quickly perish from the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess. You will not live there long but will certainly be destroyed. 
This was a warning to succeeding generations against corruption and idolatry. The LORD’s forbearance and mercy is shown by the fact that He put up with their corruption for 900 years before He destroyed them from the land with the Assyrian captivity and the Babylonian captivity. He was then able to start over with the return of some from the Babylonian captivity.
Deuteronomy 4:27-28 The LORD will scatter you among the peoples, and only a few of you will survive among the nations to which the LORD will drive you. There you will worship man-made gods of wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or eat or smell. 
This described what actually happened to many of the people who were driven out.
Deuteronomy 4:29-30 But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if you look for him with all your heart and with all your soul.
 When you are in distress and all these things have happened to you, then in later days you will return to the LORD your God and obey him. 
This described the return from the Babylonian captivity.
Deuteronomy 4:31 For the LORD your God is a merciful God; he will not abandon or destroy you or forget the covenant with your forefathers, which he confirmed to them by oath. 
The LORD would persevere with Israel until some of them would fulfill their destiny by bringing forth the “seed” of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
Deuteronomy 4:32 Ask now about the former days, long before your time, from the day God created man on the earth; ask from one end of the heavens to the other. Has anything so great as this ever happened, or has anything like it ever been heard of? 4:33 Has any other people heard the voice of God speaking out of fire, as you have, and lived? 
They were challenged to find any other people who had been favored by God so much as to actually hear His voice.
Deuteronomy 4:34 Has any god ever tried to take for himself one nation out of another nation, by testings, by miraculous signs and wonders, by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, or by great and awesome deeds, like all the things the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your very eyes? 
They were challenged to find any other people who had been favored by God so much as to be made a nation by the hand of God and so many miracles.
Deuteronomy 4:35 You were shown these things so that you might know that the LORD is God; besides him there is no other. 
The LORD had given them these experiences so that they would trust in Him.
Deuteronomy 4:36a From heaven he made you hear his voice to discipline you. 
The word translated “discipline” by the NIV is the Hebrew word יָסַר {yä·sar'} which should be understood in the sense of “subject to a disciplined life” not “punish.” The KJV and ASV translated it “instruct.” This refers to the LORD speaking the Ten Commandments to the people.
Deuteronomy 4:36b On earth he showed you his great fire, and you heard his words from out of the fire. 
This was the scene as described in Exodus:

Exodus 19:17-19 “Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the LORD descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently, and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him.”
Deuteronomy 4:37-38 Because he loved your forefathers and chose their descendants after them, he brought you out of Egypt by his Presence and his great strength, to drive out before you nations greater and stronger than you and to bring you into their land to give it to you for your inheritance, as it is today. 
Because of the promises the LORD made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, He had given Israel the land they were about to enter.
Deuteronomy 4:39 Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth below. There is no other. 
As the fire and the voice of the LORD had demonstrated, He was the only true God.
Deuteronomy 4:40 Keep his decrees and commands, which I am giving you today, so that it may go well with you and your children after you and that you may live long in the land the LORD your God gives you for all time. 
If they just acknowledged the omniscient wisdom of God, they would walk wisely.
Deuteronomy 4:41-43 Then Moses set aside three cities east of the Jordan, to which anyone who had killed a person could flee if he had unintentionally killed his neighbor without malice aforethought. He could flee into one of these cities and save his life. The cities were these: Bezer in the desert plateau, for the Reubenites; Ramoth in Gilead, for the Gadites; and Golan in Bashan, for the Manassites. 
Here, the scripture verges from a verbatim account of Moses’ encouragement and history of the Israelites to a third person record of regulations concerning which would be the cities of refuge 
 on the east side of the Jordan in the territory which they had already conquered.
Deuteronomy 4:44 This is the law Moses set before the Israelites. 4:45 These are the stipulations, decrees and laws Moses gave them when they came out of Egypt 4:46 and were in the valley near Beth Peor east of the Jordan, in the land of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon and was defeated by Moses and the Israelites as they came out of Egypt. 
This repeats the location of Moses’ discourse which was given at the beginning in Deuteronomy 1:1. This was just a month and a half before the crossed the Jordan.
Deuteronomy 4:47-49 They took possession of his land and the land of Og king of Bashan, the two Amorite kings east of the Jordan. This land extended from Aroer on the rim of the Arnon Gorge to Mount Siyon (that is, Hermon), and included all the Arabah east of the Jordan, as far as the Sea of the Arabah,
 below the slopes of Pisgah.

This described the extent of the land they had conquered east of the Jordan, from Mt. Hermon to the Dead Sea.
Deuteronomy 5:1 Moses summoned all Israel and said: Hear, O Israel, the decrees and laws I declare in your hearing today. Learn them and be sure to follow them. 
This section was evidently the occasion of another gathering. Here Moses gave strict instructions for what they were to do.
Deuteronomy 5:2-3 The LORD our God made a covenant with us at Horeb. It was not with our fathers that the LORD made this covenant, but with us, with all of us who are alive here today. 
Here Moses was going to remind them what the LORD had said to them. Many of them had not been born yet or had been too young to remember. However, when the LORD had spoken He had spoken to all generations of Israel.
Deuteronomy 5:4 The LORD spoke to you face to face out of the fire on the mountain. 5:5 (At that time I stood between the LORD and you to declare to you the word of the LORD, because you were afraid of the fire and did not go up the mountain.) And he said: 
Here Moses prepared to repeat to them the Ten Commandments given in Exodus 20:2-17. It should be noted that in the Exodus account it gives what was said as what the LORD said. In Deuteronomy it gives what was said as what Moses said the LORD said. Moses recitation is pretty accurate, but there are some slight differences as you will see. 
Deuteronomy 5:6-7 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me. 
This is identical to Exodus 20:2-3-6.

The LORD reminded the Children of Israel what they owed Him. He had delivered them from slavery and oppression in Egypt. It was not unreasonable to expect them to worship Him and Him only. 

In the same way, the Lord Jesus Christ has delivered all mankind from slavery to sin and death. It is not at all unreasonable that we believers live our lives in memory of His love and grace.
Deuteronomy 5:8-10 “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers 
 to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 
 but showing love to a thousand [generations]
 of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
This is identical to Exodus 20:4-6.

It should be noted that according to scripture idolatry is not merely bowing down before a statue or an image. It also is defined as greed or arrogance:

Colossians 3:5 “Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.” 
1 Samuel 15:23 “For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry.” 
Greed makes a god of wealth and arrogance makes a god of oneself.
Isaiah and Ephesians note the connection of idolatry and human arrogance:

Isaiah 2:17-18 “The arrogance of man will be brought low and the pride of men humbled; the LORD alone will be exalted in that day, and the idols will totally disappear.”
Ephesians 5:5 “For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.”
Deuteronomy 5:11 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, You shall not bear my name in vain. for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name bears his name in vain. 
This is identical to Exodus 20:7.

There is no way to translate the Hebrew word נָשָׂא {nä·sä'} as “misuse” as the NIV does. It should be translated as take, bear or carry. In the original Hebrew the first phrase is literally “You shall not (take, bear or carry) my name in vain.” This has nothing to do with using the LORD’s name in verbal speech. To understand what it does mean we need to remember that all those who are true Israel take, bear, or carry the name of the Lord. This is testified to in scripture:

2 Chronicles 7:14 “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

Numbers 6:22-27 “The LORD said to Moses, ‘Tell Aaron and his sons, This is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them: ‘The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.’ So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.’”
2 Kings 18:31 “Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes descended from Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, “Your name shall be Israel.” 
Isaiah 43:6b-7 “Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth -- everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 
Jeremiah 14:9b “You are among us, O LORD, and we bear your name; do not forsake us!” 
“Isaiah 44:5 One will say, ‘I belong to the LORD’; another will call himself by the name of Jacob; still another will write on his hand, ‘The LORD’s,’ and will take the name Israel.”
The same concept is taught in the New Testament:

Ephesians 3:14-15 “For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name.”
This commandment tells the people of Israel (Israel means Prince of God) that they were not to bear the name of the Lord and treat it as nothing. They were to treat it as the most important thing. 

The New Testament has its equivalents of the Second Commandment.

2 Corinthians 6:1 “we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain.”

1 John 2:4 “The man who says, ‘I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.’”

This misunderstanding of the meaning of this commandment is probably related to the Jewish superstition (or tradition) about the use of the name of God. The Hebrew word was יְהֹוָה {yeh·hō·vä'}, but the Jews decided that it was disrespectful to pronounce the name. They would say “the name” instead. This is not commanded anywhere in the Old Testament, and is certainly not commanded here. What is commanded here is far more important. It says we are to live our faith.
Deuteronomy 5:12-14a “Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the LORD your God has commanded you.
 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. 
This is identical to Exodus 20:8-10a except it used a different Hebrew word is translated “Remember the Sabbath day” instead of “Observe the Sabbath day.” The meaning is the same.
There are several things to note about this. The term “Sabbath” is the Hebrew שַׁבָּת {shab·bäth'}. The word refers to a holy day of rest. It comes from the Hebrew שָׁבַת verb {shä·vath'} which means “to cease or desist.” In this passage the “Sabbath” referred to is the weekly Sabbath which happened every seven days. However, there were also special Sabbaths throughout the year. For example the Day of Atonement, which always occurred on the 10th day of the seventh month, was a “Sabbath” (Leviticus 23:28-32). Another example was the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Exodus 12:16). Of course there were also entire years that were “Sabbaths.” These occurred every seven years (Leviticus 25:4).

Deuteronomy 5:14b On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your ox, your donkey or any of your animals, nor the alien within your gates, so that your manservant and maidservant may rest, as you do.
The Exodus version is slightly shorter, but identical in meaning. 
Exodus 20:10b “On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates.” 

The weekly Sabbath was not to be just personal, it was to be national. It spoke not only to the Israelites but to the Gentiles and all creation (the animals).

Deuteronomy 5:15 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the LORD your God brought you out of there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the LORD your God has commanded you to observe the Sabbath day. 
Exodus 20:11 “For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.”
The Exodus account has one explanation of what basic Fourth Commandment represented, and the Deuteronomy account has another.  The basic commandment is the same: “Observe (remember) the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the LORD your God has commanded you.”
Deuteronomy 5:16 “Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you,
 so that you may live long and that it may go well with you in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 
Exodus 20:12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.
 
This was quoted by Paul in Ephesians 6:1-3 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor your father and mother’- which is the first commandment with a promise – ‘that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.’”
It is a practical principal of nationhood which was recognized by every successful civilization. Parents, and the recognition of their authority and place of honor, are the foundation of discipline and the rule of law. Families, where this principal is recognized, are the training grounds for good citizens. It is a principal that applies equally to Israel and the Church.

The Law of the LORD emphasized the importance of this by making it a capital crime for a child to curse their parents:

Exodus 21:17 “Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.”
Deuteronomy 5:17 “You shall not murder. 
Exodus 20:13 is identical.
The Hebrew word translated “murder” is רָצַח {rä·tsakh'}. Although it can also be translated “kill” the meaning here is clearly extra-judicial killing which in English we call “murder.” This is made clear just a little later in the Law of the LORD where judicial killing is not only allowed, it is commanded:

Exodus 21:12-17 “Anyone who strikes a man and kills him shall surely be put to death. However, if he does not do it intentionally, but God lets it happen, he is to flee to a place I will designate. But if a man schemes and kills another man deliberately, take him away from my altar and put him to death. Anyone who attacks his father or his mother must be put to death. “Anyone who kidnaps another and either sells him or still has him when he is caught must be put to death. Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.”

Deuteronomy 5:18 “You shall not commit adultery. 
Exodus 20:14 is identical. 

Leviticus made adultery a capital crime. Adultery struck at the foundation of society, the family.

Leviticus 20:10 “If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife--with the wife of his neighbor--both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death.”
Even if the adultery was not detected, its corrosive power was punishing.

Proverbs 6:32 “But whoso commits adultery with a woman lacks understanding: he that does it destroys his own soul.”
Deuteronomy 5:19 “You shall not steal. 
Exodus 20:15 is identical. 

Of course the right to property was also important to a healthy society. It had to be protected just like life and the family. However, the rest of the Law had unique Laws of property that was to protect the exploitation of the poor by the rich. We will get to some of those later.
Deuteronomy 5:20 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
Exodus 20:16 is identical. 

All of these laws had to be upheld in the Hebrew courts. They had no chance of working if the decisions handed down were subverted by false testimony. The Law of the LORD addressed the penalty for false testimony later.

Deuteronomy 5:21 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife. You shall not set your desire on your neighbor’s house or land, his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
Exodus 20:17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

The order of the words in Deuteronomy is slightly different than in Exodus, but the meaning is identical.
The previous five commandments could be enforced by criminal law. Some might even think that avoiding committing those crimes would give them a passport to heaven. This tenth commandment would disabuse them of that thought. It was a breaking of the Law of which only they could convict themselves. This was a law that the Pharisees of Jesus’ day tended to ignore because it made the salvation by keeping the Law that they were preaching impossible. However, Jesus linked the seventh commandment and the tenth commandment together. 
Matthew 5:27-28 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ But I tell you 
 that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”
The true requirement of the Law was given in Leviticus:

Leviticus 11:44a, 45 “I am the LORD your God; consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am holy. ---- I am the LORD who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore be holy, because I am holy.”
Jesus repeated it in Matthew.

Matthew 5:48 “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
Both the Old Testament and the New Testament taught that such Holiness or Righteousness could only be arrived at by faith in the LORD:

Genesis 15:6 “Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.”

1 John 5:4b “This is the victory that has overcome the world (sin), even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.”
Deuteronomy 5:22 These are the commandments the LORD proclaimed in a loud voice to your whole assembly there on the mountain from out of the fire, the cloud and the deep darkness; and he added nothing more. Then he wrote them on two stone tablets and gave them to me. 
Moses reminded those that were much over forty that they could remember hearing these commands with their own ears. The two stone tablets were given to Moses on his next trip up the mountain to make a permanent record of what the people had heard.
Deuteronomy 5:23-24 When you heard the voice out of the darkness, while the mountain was ablaze with fire, all the leading men of your tribes and your elders came to me. And you said, “The LORD our God has shown us his glory and his majesty, and we have heard his voice from the fire. Today we have seen that a man can live even if God speaks with him. 
Moses reminded them what the leaders of Israel (most of whom were dead at that time) had said to him. They seemed grateful for the LORD showing Himself to them and speaking to them. They acknowledged that they had survived the experience.
Deuteronomy 5:25-26 But now, why should we die? This great fire will consume us, and we will die if we hear the voice of the LORD our God any longer. For what mortal man has ever heard the voice of the living God speaking out of fire, as we have, and survived? 
However, the experience had frightened them so much that they were afraid that they wouldn’t survive it again. They wouldn’t have been frightened if they had believed that the glory and power of the LORD was on their side. As the subsequent history of that generation showed, they didn’t believe in the love and truth of God. They were not comfortable with a personal God who was real. They preferred God as an impersonal, inanimate idol, like the gods of Egypt.
This episode is only recorded in Deuteronomy. It seems to have taken place about the time the elders accompanied Moses onto the mountain and saw the glory of God in Exodus 24:9-11.
Deuteronomy 5:27 Go near and listen to all that the LORD our God says. Then tell us whatever the LORD our God tells you. We will listen and obey.” 
They would rather have Moses as an intermediary rather than deal with God themselves. I think we see the same problem in some Christian churches today where the people would rather go through an intermediary priest. They should be exercising their own priesthood which He has provided for us to approach Him face to face.
Deuteronomy 5:28 The LORD heard your words when you spoke to me, and the LORD said to me: "I have heard the words of this people, which they have spoken to you; they are right in all that they have spoken. NRSV
The LORD had acknowledged that what they had spoken was right. Considering the attitude of their hearts, they were not prepared to come into the presence of the LORD.
Deuteronomy 5:29-30 Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my commands always, so that it might go well with them and their children forever! “Go, tell them to return to their tents.
The LORD knew that their hearts were not inclined to respect who He was. He wanted for them the blessing that would only come from faith in who He was. However, the LORD never overrules free will. He already knew about the idol of a golden calf that they would soon demand after the returned to their tents.
Deuteronomy 5:31 But you stay here with me so that I may give you all the commands, decrees and laws you are to teach them to follow in the land I am giving them to possess.” 
At that time Moses stayed on the mountain with the LORD for forty days as He revealed much more of His Law.
� Isaiah 29:13


� Romans 4:13 “It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith.”


Also Matthew 21:38, Mark 12:7, Luke 20:14.


� See John 7:17 “If anyone chooses to do God’s will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.”


� Numbers 35:9-15


� The Dead Sea


� This only applied if the children were also guilty of the sins of the fathers. We know that no one is ever punished for their father’s sins if they are not also guilty because the law forbids it. Deuteronomy 24:16, Ezekiel 18:4.


� Moses quoted what the LORD said in Exodus 34:7. The Lord punished Israel accordingly. Every man over twenty years old would not go into the land. This would include three to four generations of men.


� There is no word for “generations” in the Hebrew. Most translations “understand” that this speaks of a thousand “generations.” It occurs to me that it might be speaking of the thousand “years” of the millennium. If a thousand generations is what is meant, then this is probably hyperbole and just means “a long time.” A thousand literal generations would be about 25,000 years. I have never run into anyone who thought that human history has 17,000 years to go.


� This underlined phrase was not part of the original commandment. It was just Moses comment that day at the Jordan.


� This underlined phrase was not part of the original commandment. It was just Moses comment that day at the Jordan.


� Deuteronomy 5:16 adds a little more, “Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, so that you may live long and that it may go well with you in the land the LORD your God is giving you.”


� The charge had to be made by the parents and proved in court.


� This last certainly underlines the importance of honoring ones parents.


� Some believe that ‘You have heard’ refers to the Old Testament teaching, and that ‘But I say’ introduces the ‘new’ teaching of our Lord which supersedes the old. Such is not the case. ‘You have heard’ introduces the erroneous or incomplete teaching of the Scribes and Pharisees, while ‘But I say’ is followed by the true teaching of the Old Testament, which is also that of our Lord. Bob Deffingbaugh in “Highlights in the Life and Ministry of Jesus Christ.” 


� Quoted in James 2:23, Galatians 3:6, and Romans 4:3





PAGE  
15

