Deuteronomy

Lesson 11 – Deuteronomy 32:1- 32:47
About 1450 BC
In the last lesson we concluded with the prelude to the Song of Moses. Now we have the song:
Deuteronomy 32:1 Listen, O heavens, and I will speak; hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. 
This song prophetically encompasses the entire age of Israel in one vision. It foretells both their apostasies and their final deliverance when Jesus comes the second time.

Deuteronomy 32:2 Let my teaching fall like rain and my words descend like dew, like showers on new grass, like abundant rain on tender plants. 
The teaching of God’s Word is like rainwater. It brings life and growth.
Deuteronomy 32:3 I will proclaim the name of the LORD. Oh, praise the greatness of our God! 
The name (reputation) of the LORD was great. For forty years He had proved Himself to the people of Israel.
Deuteronomy 32:4 He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he. 
The LORD is called “the Rock” all through the Scripture. Below are a few examples:
Genesis 49:24 “But his (Joseph’s) bow remained steady, his strong arms stayed limber, because of the hand of the Mighty One of Jacob, because of the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel.”
1 Samuel 2:2 “There is no one holy like the LORD; there is no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God.”
Psalms 18:2 “The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.”

Psalms 19:14 “May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.”

Psalms 62:1-2 “My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from him. He alone is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will never be shaken.”
Isaiah 26:4 “Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal.”

Matthew 7:24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine (Jesus’s) and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.”

Clearly the comparison with a rock speaks of the perfect security we have in the LORD.

Deuteronomy 32:5-6 They have acted corruptly toward him; to their shame they are no longer his children, but a warped and crooked generation. Is this the way you repay the LORD, O foolish and unwise people? Is he not your Father, your Creator, who made you and formed you? 
Remember, Moses was addressing this to the first generation that would go into the land. The old generation of men over twenty had died because of their rebellion. The new generation wasn’t much better.
Deuteronomy 32:7-8 Remember the days of old; consider the generations long past. Ask your father and he will tell you, your elders, and they will explain to you. When the Most High gave the nations their inheritance, when he divided all mankind, he set up boundaries for the peoples according to the number of the sons of Israel before the all of the sons of God.
The translation of the last phrase in the NIV is based on the Hebrew Masoretic Text which has בְּנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵֽל {beni yis·rä·āl'} which means “sons of Israel.” However there is a different text in the Septuagint Greek translation of a much older Hebrew manuscript which has ἀγγέλων θεοῦ  {angelon theou} which means means “sons of God.” That phrase usually refers to the “angels of God.” I usually take this to be the better text. This text is only saying that the LORD had set aside the land for Israel in eternity past. In fact their inheritance had been indicated in Scripture as early as the time of Shem, Ham, and Japheth (Genesis 9:23-27).
Deuteronomy 32:9 For the LORD’s portion is his people, Jacob his allotted inheritance. 
The LORD had set aside Israel for His special purpose.
Deuteronomy 32:10a In a desert land he found him, in a barren and howling waste. He shielded him and cared for him; 
This describes the people of Israel in the Great Desert during the Exodus. It was and is a barren wasteland.
Deuteronomy 32:10b-11 he guarded him as the apple of his eye, like an eagle that stirs up its nest and hovers over its young, that spreads its wings to catch them and carries them on its pinions. 
The LORD miraculously guarded and provided for the people for forty years.
Deuteronomy 32:12 The LORD alone led him; no foreign god was with him. 
There were no pagan idols with them during all that time.
Deuteronomy 32:13-14 He made him ride on the heights of the land and fed him with the fruit of the fields. He nourished him with honey from the rock, and with oil from the flinty crag, with curds and milk from herd and flock and with fattened lambs and goats, with choice rams of Bashan and the finest kernels of wheat. You drank the foaming blood of the grape. 
This seems to refer to the provisions the LORD had provided for them by conquest when the LORD gave them all the land of King Sihon of the Amorites and King Og of Bashan. This is why the verse refers to “the rams of Bashan.”
Deuteronomy 32:15 Jeshurun grew fat and kicked; filled with food, he became heavy and sleek. He abandoned the God who made him and rejected the Rock his Savior. 
Jeshurun was a poetical name for the people of Israel. It was used in token of affection, meaning, “the dear upright people” (Deuteronomy 32:15; 33:5, 26; Isaiah 44:2). This seems to refer to the recent episode where after the LORD had given them the land of King Sihon and King Og, some of the people had gone off to worship the Baal of Peor:
Numbers 25:1-3 “While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to indulge in sexual immorality with Moabite women, who invited them to the sacrifices to their gods. The people ate and bowed down before these gods. So Israel joined in worshiping the Baal of Peor. And the LORD’s anger burned against them.”
Deuteronomy 32:16-17 They made him jealous with their foreign gods and angered him with their detestable idols. They sacrificed to demons, which are not God-- gods they had not known, gods that recently appeared, gods your fathers did not fear. 
This connects the worship of pagan gods with the worship of demons. Sometimes supernatural events manifest themselves in the worship of pagan gods. These are put into effect by the power of demons.
Deuteronomy 32:18 You deserted the Rock, who fathered you; you forgot the God who gave you birth. 
The nation and people of Israel had been created by God for His purpose. Of course He had also given each one among them life.
Deuteronomy 32:19-20 The LORD saw this and rejected them because he was angered by his sons and daughters. “I will hide my face from them,” he said, “and see what their end will be; for they are a perverse generation, children who are unfaithful.
Here the Moses prophesied that the rebelliousness of the nation of Israel would lead the LORD to have to reject them and discipline them for period. Such a period would be the Age of the Church which we are in now.
Deuteronomy 32:21 They made me jealous by what is no god and angered me with their worthless idols. I will make them envious by those who are not a people; I will make them angry by a nation that has no understanding. 
Here, the past tense reflects the prophetical future, because the LORD sees the future as the past. 1 Peter tells us that this is referring to the Gentiles of the Church Age:

1 Peter 2:10 “Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
Deuteronomy 32:22 For a fire has been kindled by my wrath, one that burns to the realm of death below. It will devour the earth and its harvests and set afire the foundations of the mountains. 
The wrath of God was not against what they were doing to themselves by their disobedience. The wrath of God was against what they were doing to the plan of the LORD to use them to destroy death by their Messiah.
Deuteronomy 32:23-25 “I will heap calamities upon them and spend my arrows against them. I will send wasting famine against them, consuming pestilence and deadly plague; I will send against them the fangs of wild beasts, the venom of vipers that glide in the dust. In the street the sword will make them childless; in their homes terror will reign. Young men and young women will perish, infants and gray-haired men.
To preserve an Israel which was viable for God’s plan, He would have to heap more calamities on them than on the other nations.
Deuteronomy  32:26 I said I would scatter them and blot out their memory from mankind, 32:27 but I dreaded the taunt of the enemy, lest the adversary misunderstand and say, ‘Our hand has triumphed; the LORD has not done all this.’” 
This is similar to what is recorded in Exodus when the LORD told Moses that He was on the point of destroying most of the people after the built a golden calf and sacrificed to it:
Exodus 32:9-14 “‘I have seen these people,’ the LORD said to Moses, ‘and they are a stiff-necked people. Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them.
 Then I will make you into a great nation.’
 But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. ‘O LORD,’ he said, ‘why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’ Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.”
So, the LORD didn’t carry out the destruction of Israel in the desert. However, He would destroy the nation twice in the future. First, with the destruction which culminated in the Babylonian captivity and then in the destruction that occurred after they rejected their Messiah in the 1st Century AD.

Deuteronomy 32:28-29 They are a nation without sense, there is no discernment in them. If only they were wise and would understand this and discern what their end will be! 
The LORD would never carry out those devastations without plenty of warning signs for them to heed.
Deuteronomy 32:30 How could one man chase a thousand, or two put ten thousand to flight, unless their Rock had sold them, unless the LORD had given them up? 
One of the warning signs would be defeat in battle by inferior forces.
Deuteronomy 32:31 For their rock is not like our Rock, as even our enemies concede.
Even the enemies of the nation of Israel were afraid of the reputation of the LORD in battle. Throughout history, from the destruction of the walls of Jericho to the destruction of the 185,000 Assyrians described in 2 Kings 19:35 the enemies of Israel had reasons to  be wary.
Deuteronomy 32:32 Their vine comes from the vine of Sodom and from the fields of Gomorrah. Their grapes are filled with poison, and their clusters with bitterness. 
The “vine” which supported the enemies of Israel by nature should bring on the enmity of the LORD and their fate should be as that of Sodom and Gomorrah.
Deuteronomy 32:33-35 Their wine is the venom of serpents, the deadly poison of cobras. “Have I not kept this in reserve and sealed it in my vaults? It is mine to avenge; I will repay. In due time their foot will slip; their day of disaster is near and their doom rushes upon them.” 
Indeed, in due time, those enemies would feel the wrath of the LORD. However, they wouldn’t feel it when they faced an apostate Israel.
Deuteronomy 32:36-38 The LORD will judge his people and have compassion on his servants when he sees their strength is gone and no one is left, slave or free. He will say: “Now where are their gods, the rock they took refuge in, the gods who ate the fat of their sacrifices and drank the wine of their drink offerings? Let them rise up to help you! Let them give you shelter! 
Unfortunately, the people of Israel would only be fit for the compassion and support of the LORD when they had been utterly humbled. Only then would they be disposed to acknowledge the uselessness of the things on which they had depended.
Deuteronomy 32:39-41 “See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me. I put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal, and no one can deliver out of my hand. I lift my hand to heaven and declare: As surely as I live forever, when I sharpen my flashing sword and my hand grasps it in judgment, I will take vengeance on my adversaries and repay those who hate me. 
The LORD is the only one who is omnipotent and can heal every adversity.
Deuteronomy 32:42-43 I will make my arrows drunk with blood, while my sword devours flesh: the blood of the slain and the captives, the heads of the enemy leaders.” Rejoice, O nations, with his people, and let all the angels worship him 
 for he will avenge the blood of his servants; he will take vengeance on his enemies and make atonement for his land and people. 
In the last day, it was sure that the LORD would win the last battle and bring judgment on His enemies. This is describing the Great Battle of the LORD at the end of the Tribulation against the angelic and human armies of Satan and the Beast. The LORD’s victory will be complete. 
The last phrase “he will take vengeance on his enemies and make atonement for his land and people” points to the fulfillment of part of the meaning of the Day of Atonement on the actual Day of Atonement which will be on the last day of the Tribulation after His victory. Then the LORD will make atonement for the people and land of Israel which will justify the establishment of His Kingdom among them.
Deuteronomy 32:44-47 Moses came with Joshua son of Nun and spoke all the words of this song in the hearing of the people. When Moses finished reciting all these words to all Israel, he said to them, “Take to heart all the words I have solemnly declared to you this day, so that you may command your children to obey carefully all the words of this law. They are not just idle words for you--they are your life. By them you will live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess.”
This concluded the message of Moses to the people. It was his last message. It pointed out the critical importance of all believers to know and obey the Word of God.

� Of course, the Lord knew beforehand exactly what Moses’ response would be. This was a test for Moses to reveal to Moses himself exactly how he felt. In later years, when he was tested by the people it would sustain him.


� Within Moses’ family were all the lines of the Messianic promises of that time. Miriam, Moses’ sister was married to Hur of the line of Judah, through whom, by a Levirate birth was born Salma the ancestor of Christ out of the line of Judah. Aaron, was Moses’ brother through whom was born the Aaronic line of Mary’s mother.


� The phrase “and let all the angels worship him” is included in Deuteronomy 32:43 in the Septuagint, Masoretic Text and Dead Sea Scrolls versions, although it is not in the Torah. Since this phrase is referred to in Hebrews 1:6 as well, the logical conclusion is that it was part of the original autograph of Deuteronomy. 
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