Acts Lesson 25 – Acts 22:1 – 23:10
Date – Pentecost 58 AD

In Lesson 24 we studied the last part of Paul’s journey back from Corinth to Jerusalem. He finished with the Ephesian elders in Miletus, and journeyed for three more days in his small ship until he reached Patara. At that point he took a large ship across the northwestern corner of the Mediterranean to Tyre, and then on to Ptolemais and Caesarea. At each place he was warned by the brothers “in the Spirit” not to go to Jerusalem, but he persisted. He seemed to feel that if only he could talk to the Jews face to face, they would understand and accept that what he was teaching was in perfect accord with all that the Old Testament said. He arrived at Jerusalem about a week before Pentecost, and agreed to participate with four brothers in the taking of a vow in the Temple to reassure the Jerusalem believers that he was not against the Temple or its services. At that time he notified the priests that he would be back in seven days when his days of purification would end and an offering would consecrate their vow. This allowed them to set up an ambush for Paul. When he came back to the Temple, it was probably on the very day of Pentecost on the 28th anniversary of the beginning of the Church Age and the conversion of three thousand on that day (Acts 2:41). Instead of an audience for the Gospel, Paul found a crowd who were out for his blood. They grabbed him and started beating him savagely. Only the quick arrival of the Roman guard from the adjacent Antonia Fortress saved him. As Paul was being carried away by the Romans, the Jewish mob pressed closely on them. When the Roman centurion in command of the guard found out that Paul was a Jew, he seemed to have hoped that the information that Paul was a Jew, not a Gentile who had defiled the Temple would calm the crowd. So, when Paul asked to speak to the crowd from the steps leading into the access way to the Fortress, the commander decided to allow him to speak. This was Paul’s chance, and this is where we finished the last lesson: Acts 21:40 “Having received the commander’s permission, Paul stood on the steps and motioned to the crowd. When they were all silent, he said to them in Aramaic:”
Acts 22:1 “Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defense.” 

He appealed to them as fellow Jews. To many of them, this was news.
Acts 22:2 When they heard him speak to them in Aramaic, they became very quiet. Then Paul said: 

The fact that he was Jewish was confirmed by the fact that he spoke to them flawlessly in their own language.
Acts 22:3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. Under Gamaliel I was thoroughly trained in the law of our fathers and was just as zealous for God as any of you are today. 

The precise early history of Paul is not entirely clear, but given the cultural norms at the time and other information we have I think it is probable that Paul was born in Tarsus where his parents lived. After the great promise in scholarship shown in his early training (instruction began at the age of five) Paul was probably sent to Jerusalem sometime after his Bar Mitzvah and started his training to be a Pharisee about the age of fourteen (that was the age Josephus, another promising young scholar, began his serious education). At this time Paul was sent to Jerusalem, most likely to live with his sister’s family, and study under Gamaliel who was considered one of the greatest teachers of the first century. Today this would be comparable to being sent to Oxford to study as a Rhodes Scholar. Since nowhere does Paul ever mention seeing Jesus during his 3 ½ year ministry, it has been suggested that during those years, Paul was out of the country (perhaps at home). However, that is all conjecture. At any event Paul was probably very young, maybe 15 or 16, at least under 20. He would been totally involved his studies if he was in Jerusalem during that period.
Acts 22:4a I persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, 
Although, among the Gentiles of Antioch, believers had begun to be called “Christians,”
 among the Jews they were called followers of “the Way.”

Acts 22:4b-5a arresting both men and women and throwing them into prison, as also the high priest and all the Council can testify.
Paul was almost certainly a member of the Sanhedrin at that time, as he records voting on their guilt. Acts 26:10 “On the authority of the high priests I put many of the saints in prison, and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them.” Although this was now 21 years later, many of the high priests and members of the Sanhedrin were still alive and on the Sanhedrin. This also indicates that the officiating High Priest at that time, Ismael, the son of Fabi, who served from 53 to 60 AD had been part of the council 21 years earlier. As officiating High Priest, he would have been there in the Temple on Pentecost, just a hundred yards away.
Acts 22:5b I even obtained letters from them to their brothers in Damascus, and went there to bring these people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished. 
Now he began the story of his conversion.
Acts 22:6-8 “About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light from heaven flashed around me. I fell to the ground and heard a voice say to me, ‘Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute me?’ “‘Who are you, Lord?’ I asked. “‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied. 

There are four accounts of this in scripture. They are found in Acts 9:3-19, Acts 22:1-21, Acts 26:1-20, and Galatians 1:11-24. Each gives some unique details to the story.
Acts 22:9 My companions saw the light, but they did not understand the voice of him who was speaking to me. 
The detail about them also seeing the light was not revealed in Acts 9,
Acts 22:10 “‘What shall I do, Lord?’ I asked. “‘Get up,’ the Lord said, ‘and go into Damascus. There you will be told all that you have been assigned to do.’ 
Also not revealed previously.
Acts 22:11 My companions led me by the hand into Damascus, because the brilliance of the light had blinded me. 
This reminds me of what Lord had said to some other Pharisees: John 9:39-41 “Jesus said, ‘For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.’
Acts 22:12 “A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a devout observer of the law and highly respected by all the Jews living there. 
Paul made a point of mentioning that Ananias was a “devout observer of the law.” He knew that one of the main attacks the Jews would make against him was the wanted to ignore the Law.
Acts 22:13 He stood beside me and said, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ And at that very moment I was able to see him. 
The attention of the Jews in the Temple seems to have been captured by Paul’s story so far.
Acts 22:14-15 “Then he said: ‘The God of our fathers has chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear words from his mouth. You will be his witness to all men of what you have seen and heard. 

This part of what Annanias told Paul is also new information not revealed in Acts 9.
Acts 22:16 And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.’ 
This was also new information which revealed Ananias’ more traditionally Jewish understanding of the Christian sacrament of Baptism. This had been the meaning of the baptism of John the Baptist. Paul may have thrown this in as an accommodation to Jewish traditionalism. But this was not the time to explain the deeper doctrines of Christ. 
Acts 22:17-18 “When I returned to Jerusalem and was praying at the temple, I fell into a trance and saw the Lord speaking. ‘Quick!’ he said to me. ‘Leave Jerusalem immediately, because they will not accept your testimony about me.’ 
Paul knew that the Jews listening to him would be asking, “Why haven’t we heard this before?” So, he skipped in his story forward three years 
 to 39 AD when he had returned to Jerusalem to tell them what he was there to tell them at that Pentecost in 58 AD. The Lord had told him those years ago that the Jews wouldn’t accept his testimony. I have to ask myself: Why did Paul think they would accept his testimony in 58 AD?
Acts 22:19 “‘Lord,’ I replied, ‘these men know that I went from one synagogue to another to imprison and beat those who believe in you. 
Paul had reasoned that since he had persecuted the Church and argued against Christ, the Jews would accept his testimony for Christ as completely unbiased.
Acts 22:20 And when the blood of your martyr Stephen was shed, I stood there giving my approval and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.’ 
In fact, Paul had been the one who had engineered the death of Steven. Although he really knew better, Paul couldn’t rid himself of the idea that if he could logically and theologically defeat all their arguments, the Jews would accept Christ. He couldn’t accept the fact that the reason the Jews wanted to kill him was because he could prove them wrong. They had rejected Jesus himself for the same reason as Jesus Himself had revealed:

John 15:24-25 “If I had not done among them what no one else did, their sin would not have been exposed. But now they have seen these miracles, and they have hated both me and my Father. But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’”
Acts 22:21 “Then the Lord said to me, ‘Go; I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’” 
Up to this point the crowd had been listening. However, here Paul implied that God had sent him to the Gentiles instead of the Jews. This put the Gentiles on equal footing with the Jews in God’s sight.
Acts 22:22a The crowd listened to Paul until he said this. 
Up to this point Paul had only confessed that he was a Christian. The Jews of Jerusalem just tolerated the thousands of Christian Jews as long as they didn’t preach any major alteration in their traditions.
Acts 22:22b Then they raised their voices and shouted, “Rid the earth of him! He’s not fit to live!” 
Notice the rage at the suggestion that the Gentiles had any part in God’s plan. It was at precisely the same suggestion that the people of Nazareth tried to throw Jesus off of a cliff.
Luke 4:25-29 “‘I (Jesus speaking) assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon (a Gentile).
 And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian (a Gentile).’ 
 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff.”
This outrage was in spite of the innumerable times in the Old Testament that said the Messiah would be coming for the Gentiles as well as the Jews.

Acts 22:23-24 As they were shouting and throwing off their cloaks and flinging dust into the air, the commander ordered Paul to be taken into the barracks. He directed that he be flogged and questioned in order to find out why the people were shouting at him like this. 
Remember, the commander didn’t speak Aramaic. That was why Paul had spoken to him in Greek (Acts 21:37). All he knew was that he had given Paul leave to speak, and it had all gone well for a while, and then he had said something that drove the crowd wild. He must have been sure that it was something terribly irreverent. He didn’t know that Paul had, in effect, said that God loved even the Romans. He was so angry at Paul for what he must have said that he decided to have Paul first beaten, and then questioned. 
Acts 22:25 As they stretched him out to flog him, Paul said to the centurion standing there, “Is it legal for you to flog a Roman citizen who hasn’t even been found guilty?” 
Fortunately, the commander’s centurion decided to protect both himself and his commander. 
Acts 22:26 When the centurion heard this, he went to the commander and reported it. “What are you going to do?” he asked. “This man is a Roman citizen.” 
As we have seen in the episode at Philippi, Paul’s being a Roman citizen guaranteed that his rights to a fair trial wouldn’t be violated. An official who did that did it to his own great peril.
Acts 22:27 The commander went to Paul and asked, “Tell me, are you a Roman citizen?” “Yes, I am,” he answered. 
The commander verified what the centurion had told him.
Acts 22:28 Then the commander said, “I had to pay a big price for my citizenship.” “But I was born a citizen,” Paul replied. 
Like many in the Roman legions at that time, even the commander was not born in Rome. He was probably from a wealthy family from one of the other provinces, who had purchased his citizenship and office. It is interesting to notice that a man of high importance who commanded the Roman garrison in Jerusalem and answered only to the Governor, was not originally a Roman citizen. It was in this way that Rome was able to expand. They kept recruiting citizens from every race. They could hardly hope to rule their vast empire with just Italians. After the 1st Century AD, most of the Roman Emperors were not born in Italy.
Acts 22:29a Those who were about to question him withdrew immediately.
They were about to “question” Paul by means of flogging and torture.
Acts 22:29b The commander himself was alarmed when he realized that he had put Paul, a Roman citizen, in chains. 
The privileges of a Roman citizen were such that just the indignity of stretching Paul out on a rack to flog him was a punishable offense.
Acts 22:30 The next day, since the commander wanted to find out exactly why Paul was being accused by the Jews, he released him and ordered the high priests and all the Sanhedrin to assemble. Then he brought Paul and had him stand before them.
At that time, the commander was so worried that he didn’t even bother to question Paul at that time. Instead he ordered the Sanhedrin to meet with him and Paul to explain the riot. That night, he seemed to have released Paul, and we have to suppose he slipped unnoticed back to the house of Mnason, his host in the city.

Acts 23:1 Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God in all good conscience to this day.” 

We have to consider that the Roman commander was standing in the chamber. He had brought the meeting to pass so that he could gather information. He either must have had an interpreter or had the meeting conducted in Greek. Paul’s comment was very moderate, amounting to a plea of “not guilty.”
Acts 23:2 At this the high priest Ananias ordered those standing near Paul to strike him on the mouth. 

The high priest’s response reflected the intense irrational and uncontrollable hatred he had for Paul. In front of the Roman commander, he had Paul struck for this innocuous and expected remark. This high priest was probably Ananius, the son of Nebedeu, who had served as Officiating High Priest from 48 to 53 AD. At this time he was serving as ruler of the Sanhedrin. Both the names Annas and Ananias are different forms of the same name so it is even possible that this was Annas, the former High Priest who had engineered the arrest and crucifixion of Christ, who had served as leader of the Sanhedrin in Acts 4:6 when they tried Peter and John 28 years before. However, in Acts 4:6 Luke called him Annas rather than Ananias, so it seems unlikely that he would have called the same man by both forms of his name. The Annas that had interviewed Christ and was the father in law of Caiaphas and did not die until ten years after this, at the age of about 90, so it is possible that he was the one who ordered Paul struck here. If so, he was probably one of the main people who had Saul (Paul) placed in charge of the persecution of the Christians.
Acts 23:3 Then Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! You sit there to judge me according to the law, yet you yourself violate the law by commanding that I be struck!” 

Striking a defendant in the process of a trial was totally against the law.
Acts 23:4 Those who were standing near Paul said, “You dare to insult God’s high priest?” 

Some members of the Sanhedrin thought they had caught Paul in a violation of the law himself. However, Paul knew the Law better than any of them.
Acts 23:5 Paul replied, “Brothers, I did not realize that he was the high priest; for it is written: ‘Do not speak evil about the ruler of your people.’
” 

Under the Mosaic Law, there could only be one High Priest, and he served until he died. Ananias was one of at least four and as many as nine High Priests who were living at that time. The official High Priest at that time was Ismael, the son of Fabi who served in that capacity from 53 AD to 60 AD. Since Ananias was supposedly trying Paul on ignoring the Law, the fact that he as the Chief Judge was in flagrant violation of the Law threw the lie in his face. Some have suggested that this comment of Paul’s was a reflection of his poor vision. However, I do not think that if that was the reason, it would have been deemed important enough to be included in scripture.
Acts 23:6 Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of my hope in the resurrection of the dead.” 

Evidently, after the opening exchange with the High Priest, Paul finally realized what God had been trying to tell him. They wouldn’t even permit themselves to listen to his words. He decided to bring the trial to an unscheduled close. He knew enough about the factions of the Jews that he knew what would start a riot between them. Just get them started on their favorite argument.
Acts 23:7-8 When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. (The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all.) 

Paul knew full well that this would happen.
Acts 23:9 There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who were Pharisees stood up and argued vigorously. “We find nothing wrong with this man,” they said. “What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?” 

The leadership of the Sanhedrin always belonged to the Sadducees, although the Pharisees outnumbered them. However, since they controlled the floor, they never let the subject of resurrection or angels come up. Paul had just brought the subject to the floor.
Acts 23:10 The dispute became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go down and take him away from them by force and bring him into the barracks.
In the ensuing riot, the commander was afraid that Paul, the Roman citizen in his charge, would get hurt, so he took him into the Fortress Antonia. One has to wonder what his thoughts were about the people of this duty station.
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� Galatians 1:18a “Then after three years,  I went up to Jerusalem.”


� 1 Kings 17:9


� 2 Kings 5:9-10


� Acts 21:16


� Exodus 22:28 “Do not blaspheme God or curse the ruler of your people.”
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