Acts Lesson 23 – Acts 20:1 – 20:37
Date – 57 AD

In Lesson 22 we studied Paul’s 2 year plus ministry in Ephesus. First, he discovered some disciples who had only heard of the water baptism that John the Baptist had performed. When they were baptized into the name of Jesus, they received a miraculous manifestation of the Spirit. After this, Paul entered the Jewish synagogue and spoke there for three months before the opposition of the Jewish leaders drove him out. At that time, Paul started teaching in a public hall. He continued there for two more years in a ministry that touched all the millions of Jews and Greeks in the province of Asia. God helped draw attention to the teaching by performing many miracles.
.
We studied the episode of the seven Jewish sons of Sceva, where they, though unbelievers, tried to cast out demons in the name of Jesus. We took the time to look at how the severe reaction of one of the demons could educate us on how jealously those demons guarded their possession of a body.
Close to the end of his stay, Paul finalized his plans to revisit Macedonia and Achaia (Corinth), and sent Timothy and Erastus ahead of him to Macedonia. Finally, just as Paul was preparing to leave Ephesus there was a disturbance in Ephesus which was started by a Greek silversmith who was disturbed over his falling revenues from the sales of silver shrines of Artemis. He blamed the decline on the teaching of Paul. He managed to work his fellow artisans into a fury and the uproar spread throughout the city although most of the rest of the city did not know what it was all about. They only knew that everybody was shouting, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” A huge crowd poured into the 44,000-seat theater. The Jews who wanted Paul dead tried to refocus the anger of the crowd on Paul, but the crowd refused to hear them, and just continued to chant about Artemis. They continued for about two hours. Finally, the city clerk, got them to quiet down and rebuked them and sent them home. What had been a potentially very dangerous situation which might have easily turned to mob violence had been brought to nothing but a two-hour pep rally for Artemis.
At this point we can begin this lesson.
Acts 20:1 When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the disciples and, after encouraging them, said good-by and set out for Macedonia. 
It is of interest that Luke didn’t give any details of this trip. He didn’t tell us whether Paul went by sea or land, or by what route he went. Because of this, some have suggested that Luke did not accompany him on the actual trip, but met Paul in Macedonia. Perhaps he had already gone ahead with Timothy and Erastus to Macedonia.
Acts 20:2a He traveled through that area, speaking many words of encouragement to the people, 
This would have been Paul’s second trip to Macedonia. There is no doubt that he had previously spent at least several months in Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea to encourage and instruct them. He had last been there in 51 AD, about seven years earlier, although Silas and Timothy had probably been back several times in the interim. We know that Gaius and Aristarchus who travelled with Paul were from Macedonia.
 Also Sopater was from Berea and Secundus was from Thessalonica (see verse 4 below). From the testimony in Acts and Paul’s epistles we can deduce that Paul seemed to have had what amounted to a travelling school of theology. It was populated by men who devoted their life to learning from Paul. After having been trained by Paul, these men must have returned to provide the pastors and teachers for the Macedonian churches, and kept the affection between Paul and the Macedonians alive in spite of his long absence of seven years.
Acts 20:2b-3a and finally arrived in Greece, where he stayed three months. 
By Greece, Luke meant the Roman province of Achaia where Athens and Corinth were located.
It was during this sojourn in Greece that Paul wrote the Epistle to the Romans from Corinth during this (his second visit to that city). This is established by the following:
1. Paul was staying in the house of Gaius when he wrote Romans. (Romans 16:23). A Gaius was one of the prominent believers from Corinth who might have hosted Paul (1 Cor.1:14). 

2. Erastus was a prominent citizen of the town where Paul wrote Romans (Romans 16:23). He was also a disciple of Paul. A disciple of Paul named Erastus later stayed in Corinth when Paul left there (2 Timothy 4:20). It is recorded as if he was if staying at home.

3. The evident bearer of Paul’s letter was Phoebe from Cenchrea (Romans 16:1). Cenchrea was the seaport of Corinth (Acts 18:18). 

In 1 Corinthians 16 Paul spoke of his plan of staying in Ephesus through Pentecost (May) of the year of writing. He was then to travel through Macedonia and winter in Corinth (December to March): 
1 Corinthians 16:5-6 “After I go through Macedonia, I will come to you—for I will be going through Macedonia. Perhaps I will stay with you awhile, or even spend the winter, so that you can help me on my journey, wherever I go.”
This wintering in Corinth was precisely what he did in Acts 20:2.

Acts 20:3b Because the Jews made a plot against him just as he was about to sail for Syria, he decided to go back through Macedonia. 
At this time, Paul planned to return to Antioch on the way to Jerusalem as soon as the spring sailing season arrived.
 This time the Jews of Corinth did not try to get the Roman Governor to do their dirty work as they had done earlier (Acts 18:12-16). This time they planned to get him themselves as he sailed back to Syria.
Sir William Ramsey makes a very good point here “The style of this plot can be easily imagined. Paul’s intention must have been to take a pilgrim ship carrying Achaean and Asian Jews to the Passover. With a shipload of hostile Jews, it would be easy to find opportunity to murder Paul. He therefore abandoned the proposed voyage and sailed for Macedonia, where he easily arrived in time to celebrate the Passover (the Feast of Unleavened Bread) in Philippi.” Sir William Ramsey, St. Paul: The Traveler and the Roman Citizen (1897)
Acts 20:4 He was accompanied by Sopater son of Pyrrhus from Berea, Aristarchus and Secundus from Thessalonica, Gaius from Derbe, Timothy also, and Tychicus and Trophimus from the province of Asia. 
Since we know that Aristarchus and Trophimus were later with Paul in Judea, we can assume that the rest of this group accompanied him there and were probably with him on the way to Rome also. Aristarchus had been one of the two seized by the mob in Ephesus. He accompanied Paul back to Macedonia and Corinth and was later sent to Rome as a prisoner with Paul. We are never told the details of how Aristarchus came to be a prisoner, or why as prisoner he was being sent to Rome.

Acts 20:5 These men went on ahead and waited for us at Troas. 
For some reason, Paul stayed behind in Philippi until after the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Passover) on March 22nd of that year. Perhaps, to deceive any Jewish assassins who were still after Paul.
Acts 20:6 But we sailed from Philippi after the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and five days later joined the others at Troas, where we stayed seven days. 
From later evidence, it would seem that Paul was taken from Macedonia to Troas on a small private vessel which must have belonged to a local Christian.
Acts 20:7a On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. 
Notice that here they met on a Sunday and had communion (“came together to break bread”). This is one of the few references in the New Testament to meeting on Sunday. Sunday later became the day recognized by the Christians of Europe as the Sabbath, although the Christians of Africa and Asia still recognized Saturday as the Sabbath until at least the fifth century AD. It should always be remembered, that during the first centuries of the church, while they were a persecuted church, Christians met whenever and wherever they could, and did not worry about the days of the week. Many of them were slaves and didn’t get any days off.
Acts 20:7b Paul spoke to the people and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight. 
This must have been a lesson of many hours, but the people did not leave because they were hungry for the Word. It is possible that, since he had to leave and had so much left to teach them that this is when Paul left his scrolls that he asked Timothy to bring with him when Paul was confined in a prison cell in Rome eight years later during Paul’s second Roman imprisonment.

Acts 20:8 There were many lamps in the upstairs room where we were meeting. 
In that day without electric lighting, keeping a lamp lit after dark was very expensive.
Acts 20:9 Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and on. When he was sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and was picked up dead. 
Eutychus would not have been sitting in the window because he was hot (it was early April).
 He was sitting in the window because there was no other place to sit and he desperately wanted to hear the word taught. After he fell, he was dead, not unconscious.
Acts 20:10 Paul went down, threw himself on the young man and put his arms around him. “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “He’s alive!” 
Although Paul had probably been raised from the dead in Lystra (Acts 14:19-20), it is not recorded that he had ever raised anyone from the dead until this. I have to wonder how the LORD used Eutychus after this. He is another person I want to meet in heaven. His name means “good chance” or “fortunate.” Today, I guess we would name him “Lucky.”
Acts 20:11 Then he went upstairs again and broke bread and ate. After talking until daylight, he left. 
After that, Paul ate and talked another six hours until daylight. Eutychus seems to have stayed for the rest of the teaching, but I expect he didn’t sit in the window.
Acts 20:12 The people took the young man home alive and were greatly comforted. 
  
After Paul left, Eutychus was escorted home. No doubt that miracle would be recalled by all of them in years to come to remind themselves of what God could do.
Acts 20:13 We went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos, where we were going to take Paul aboard. He had made this arrangement because he was going there on foot. 
You may notice that here it speaks of “the ship” not “a ship.” Furthermore, the ship seems to have been willing to arrange its schedule according to Paul’s schedule (verse 16). This is why I believe it was a ship owned by a Christian who was willing to sail at Paul’s convenience. Because Paul was going to cut across what is called today the Biga Peninsula, he would only have to walk about 35 miles while the ship would have to sail about 70 or 80. Thus he could easily expect to beat the ship there. It doesn’t tell us why Paul preferred to walk, but I expect that he spent the entire walk teaching to the eager Christians of Troas who walked along with him and were so eager to hear the Word that they walked seventy miles round trip for the opportunity. And Paul walked 35 miles for the opportunity to teach them. About seven years later, in 2 Corinthians 2:12 Paul recounts a visit he made to Troas about two years before. “Now when I went to Troas 
 to preach the gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had opened a door for me.” Clearly, the Christians of Troas loved to hear Paul teach.
Acts 20:14 When he met us at Assos, we took him aboard and went on to Mitylene. 

Paul rejoined the ship and the rest of disciples at Assos and sailed to Mitylene about 32 miles to the southeast on the southwestern end of the island of Lesbos. Evidently, they only sailed during the daylight hours. This was not only safer, but made use of the landward winds at daybreak and the seaward winds at dusk. By such winds, sailing along the coast was possible even when the winds out to sea were contrary.

Acts 20:15 The next day we set sail from there and arrived off Kios. The day after that we crossed over to Samos, and on the following day arrived at Miletus. 

The island of Kios was about 47 miles to the southwest, and then the island of Samos was about another 60 miles to the southeast. When they passed the island of Samos, they had passed Ephesus, they then sailed on to Miletus, about another 50 miles to the southeast by sea. 

Acts 20:16 Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus to avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for he was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the day of Pentecost.
 

Since it was Paul who was deciding the ship’s itinerary, it is evident that the ship Paul was sailing in was at his orders and not a general vessel. It had probably taken him all the way from Philippi at least, and was part of the plan to secure him from the plots of the Jews. As such, it was probably very small.
Acts 20:17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. 
Miletus was 30 miles southeast of Ephesus, but probably at least 35 miles on foot. It would have taken at least two days, and maybe four to send to Ephesus, contact them and have them come to Miletus. Paul was afraid that if he went to Ephesus, he couldn’t tear himself away, and he was determined to get to Jerusalem by the major feast of Pentecost. He seemed to want to be in Jerusalem to speak to the large crowds that gathered there at the three major feasts. He had already missed Passover, and the next feast after Pentecost was Tabernacles, and it wasn’t for another four months.
Acts 20:18 When they arrived, he said to them: “You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the province of Asia. 

Paul did not expect to see these people again, so he was leaving as his last testimony, the plea that they remember the way he had lived among them.
Acts 20:19 I served the Lord with great humility and with tears, although I was severely tested by the plots of the Jews. 
We know that in Ephesus Paul was forced to leave the synagogue by the Jews, that some of the Jews in Ephesus tried to drive out demons in Paul’s name, and that they tried unsuccessfully to turn the riot of the silversmiths into violence against Paul. Apart from that, nothing else is mentioned in the earlier account of Acts about the almost three years that Paul was there. This comment that Paul was “severely tested by the plots of the Jews” may indicate that there was more that was not recorded, or just that the opposition of the Jews cut Paul to the quick because he had more compassion for them as his own people. He could prove that they were wrong from their own scriptures, but could never reconcile himself to the fact that they were so hard of heart that they could ignore their own scriptures.
Acts 20:20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. 
This tells us that Paul had not only just taught in the synagogue as he had at first, or in the lecture hall of Tyrannus, but he had taught in any house where he could get a willing audience. 
Acts 20:21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 
The word translated “repentance” here is the Greek word μετάνοια {me-tä'-noi-ä} which means “change of mind or thinking.” It does not mean “feeling sorry” for your sins. It means changing the way you think about the purpose or meaning of your life. Thus repentance and faith are necessarily partners in salvation. You can’t change your attitude toward God (faith), without changing your thinking about life (repentance).
Acts 20:22 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 
This opens a question that has been debated by many scholars. Was it really God’s will for Paul to go to Jerusalem? We do know from the book of Romans, written just before Paul began this trip, that the fate of the Jews was weighing heavily on his mind: Romans 9:1-4a “I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit-- I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were cursed by Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel.”
Acts 20:23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 
The Holy Spirit was warning him continually what was awaiting him in Jerusalem. The question is: Was the Holy Spirit really compelling him to go, or was it the knowledge which the Holy Spirit had given him of what was going to happen to the Jews compelling him to go? We shall shortly see that at the very least, he had gotten some wrong impressions of what was going to happen.
Acts 20:24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace.
Paul had been risking his life for many years for the testimony of the Gospel, and he knew that Jerusalem was the most dangerous place of all for him. It had always been the Jews who had been behind the many attempts on his life.
Acts 20:25 “Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me again. 
In this confident prediction, Paul was utterly wrong. Paul saw the people of Ephesus at least two more times.
 At the time he made this prediction, Paul clearly thought he would not survive his trip to Jerusalem.
 The fact that Paul was so wrong in his confident prediction of his fate is the most telling argument that persuades me that Paul’s trip to Jerusalem was outside of the will of God. After all, Paul had been appointed Apostle to the Gentiles which he had acknowledged in both Romans and Galatians, written before this occasion.
 What business did Paul have in Jerusalem? Paul’s intent, to preach to the Jews in Jerusalem on the 28th anniversary of the first Pentecost 
 was never fulfilled, as we shall see. However, whether or not it had been God’s will for Paul to take this trip, He still turned the trip to good account in Paul’s life. He can do the same thing in our lives, even when we make wrong turns. But we have to keep our eyes on Him as Paul did.
Acts 20:26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 
Paul must have had in mind the scripture from Ezekiel 3:17-19 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them warning from me. When I say to a wicked man, ‘You will surely die,’ and you do not warn him or speak out to dissuade him from his evil ways in order to save his life, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood. But if you do warn the wicked man and he does not turn from his wickedness or from his evil ways, he will die for his sin; but you will have saved yourself.”
Acts 20:27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 
Paul had been willing to proclaim the whole truth. That was what had made him so hated. The Jews had learned to barely tolerate thousands of Christians in Jerusalem,

 but only because most of them seemed to have still clung to the man-made traditions of Judaism. Paul uncompromisingly preached the new dispensation (Age) of the Church.
Acts 20:28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 
Paul could already see the pattern of the church for the next two thousand years.
Acts 20:29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. 
If you study the history of the organized Church, you will be amazed that the faith has survived at all.
Acts 20:30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 
The worst enemies of the “regenerate Church” which is the true body of Christ have always come from those who are members of the “organized Church.” History is full of popes, cardinals, bishops, and preachers who have done what Paul described.
Acts 20:31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 
This gives the full tally of the days from when Paul arrived in Ephesus. During that time, he never stopped teaching. Does this give us a pattern for how often we should listen and be taught? Is it “night and day”?
Acts 20:32 “Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 
However, at the end of the day, a teacher has to commit his students to God’s Word. We never graduate from learning the word of God.

Almost forty years later the Apostle John wrote to his congregation in Ephesus. The Ephesian  Church still needed to warned against false teachers: 
1 John 2:26-27 “I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you.
 But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain in him.”
 

After this conference, the Lord was gracious and kept sending outstanding teachers of the truth to Ephesus. Paul returned, so did Timothy. For the last decades of his life, the apostle John was their teacher. 
Acts 20:33 I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing. 
Paul did not labor for money.
Acts 20:34 You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my companions. 
Sometimes he had to work to provide for his own basic needs. When the need arose, he was able to provide, by those means, even the needs of those who travelled with him.
Acts 20:35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 
Paul well knew the trap of riches. He later wrote to Timothy: 1 Timothy 6:17-19 “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.”
Acts 20:36-38 When he had said this, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. They all wept as they embraced him and kissed him. What grieved them most was his statement that they would never see his face again. Then they accompanied him to the ship.

They were grieved needlessly. Paul was right in thinking he would be marked for death the moment the Jewish leadership discovered him in Jerusalem. However, he seemed to have determined that if he could only talk to the Jews he could persuade them from their own scriptures that Jesus was the Christ. After all, when he had been one of their leaders, he had been the expert of experts in the way they interpreted the Old Testament. Yet he had been shown how Jesus was the answer and the code key for understanding the whole Old Testament. However, he was ignoring what he already knew. You don’t come to salvation as a theologian, you come as a little child. The unbelieving Jews in Jerusalem, to whom Paul was coming to talk, had heard the Gospel for years and had already hardened their hearts. The more Paul showed them they were wrong the more they would want to kill him.
Assos








� Acts 19:29, 27:2.


� Sailing season usually started on March 6.


� Acts 19:29, Acts 20:4, Acts 27:2, Colossians 4:10.


� 2 Timothy 4:13 “When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, especially the parchments.”


� In nearby Istanbul, the averages for April are high - 62.1 °F, low -  46.4 °F.


� This is the second bringing back of the dead recorded in Acts. The first was Dorcas by Peter in Acts 9:36-41. That does not count Paul after his stoning.


� This is a trip that is not recorded at all in Acts, and Luke is very meticulous about covering all the particulars of Paul’s sea voyages. This is just one of the reasons that I conclude that 2 Corinthians was written after the end of the narrative in Acts.


� Pentecost is always 50 days after the first Sabbath after Passover. Acts has accounted for at least seventeen days since Passover to this point.


� 2 Corinthians 1:8 “We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered in the province of Asia.” Written about five years later in 63 to 64 AD.


1 Timothy 1:3 “As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command certain men not to teach false doctrines any longer.” Written about eight  years later in 66 AD.


� Acts 21:13 “Then Paul answered, ‘Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.’”


� Romans 11:13 “I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles.”


Galatians 2:8 “For God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, was also at work in my ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles.”


� This was the fourth sabbatical year after the Pentecost that marked the beginning of the Church Age in 30 AD. A sabbatical year occurs every seven years.


� Acts 21:20


� If you read the Epistle of James, you will see the frustration and rage of James at the Hebrew Church which for the most part refused to change.


� Remember, at the time John wrote this, during the great persecution of Christians under Domitian, many of the teachers had been imprisoned, executed, or were in hiding. John was not ignoring the need for teachers, he was just pointing out that within each of them was the greatest teacher of all, the Holy Spirit.


� Matthew 23:10
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