Zechariah - Lesson 3 – The Last Part of the 2nd Scroll - Zechariah 5:1 – 6:15

In Lesson 2 we studied the second part of the second scroll or vision in the Book of Zechariah. It contains Zechariah’s account of a vision which symbolically views the whole history of Israel from the time of the Babylonian exile to the Second Advent of Christ. In the vision, it is presented symbolically. In that section we saw the future destiny of Israel. We saw that the men that appeared in the vision, although images of real men that Zechariah knew, were symbols of things to come.

First, we saw Joshua, the High Priest. We saw that he was a symbol of our great High Priest, Jesus, whose name in Hebrew is Joshua. The name means “savior.” In the vision we saw Satan opposing Him. We saw that the sins that He had taken on were put away and a diadem of purity was put on His head. He was promised to rule over the Temple of God.

We were also introduced to other men who were symbols. These included Zerubbabel and Mordecai. I pointed out that this was the Mordecai who was the great-great-uncle of Esther, and who, together with her, was used to deliver the Jews as recorded in the Book of Esther. Then we looked at the other symbols in the vision. First there was the stone with seven eyes. The stone stood for Christ, and the seven eyes stood for the spirit of God sent out into all the earth. We noted that the promise in Zechariah 3:9 to “remove the sin of this land in a single day” could only refer to the Cross.

We then looked at the next vision within the vision. It was the vision of a solid gold lampstand with seven lights, and the two olive trees. We saw that the gold lampstand stood for the Church and their presentation of the light of God during the Church Age, and the two olive trees stood for the two witnesses from Israel during the Tribulation, who were Moses and Elijah. However, before we saw this, we had the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel, which contained the mystery of the victory of the Messiah to come. “‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD of Hosts.” 

Finally, we saw the saw the connection of Zerubbabel as a symbol of things to come. Jesus Christ was the “son of Zerubbabel” in the same way he was the “son of David.” The passage in Zechariah said that Zerubbabel would bring forth the capstone (Jesus Christ) to shouts of “Grace, Grace, from it!’” 
We can now resume in Zechariah 5:

Zechariah 5:1-2 I looked again--and there before me was a flying scroll! He asked me, “What do you see?” I answered, “I see a flying scroll, twenty cubits long and ten cubits wide.”
 

Remember, in the previous visions within this vision, we had seen symbols of Jesus Christ and His coming. Now Zechariah saw a flying scroll, opened wide for all to read. I believe this was symbolic of the living Word of God, Jesus Christ. God came as a man, so none would fear the abuse of His power, but would understand His mercy and love. He was incarnated so that all could see and understand. He was the “open scroll.” This leaves the question, Why were the dimensions given, and why were they 20 cubits by 10 cubits? Was it just to indicate how very large it was?
 Perhaps, but I suggest it may also refer to the age of Jesus when he started His ministry or “unrolled the scroll.” He was 30 years old, the sum of the two dimensions: Luke 3:23 “Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry.”
Zechariah 5:3 And he said to me, “This is the curse that is going out over the whole land; for according to what it says on one side, every thief will be banished, and according to what it says on the other, everyone who swears falsely will be banished.

Yet, the angel explained that for the land of Israel, this Word or scroll would be a curse. In the wake of the First Advent of Christ, this was certainly true for Israel. It resulted in the destruction of the land and nation. Why?

Zechariah 5:4 The LORD of Hosts 
 declares, ‘I will send it out, and it will enter the house of the thief and the house of him who swears falsely by my name. It will remain in his house and destroy it, both its timbers and its stones.’” 

It was a justified curse because the leadership of Israel rejected their Messiah and their leadership was made up of thieves and liars. This precisely describes the two groups who had Jesus crucified. They were the Sadducees and the Pharisees, and they made up the entirety of the Sanhedrin who condemned Jesus to die. 

The Sadducees were those who held their place because they coveted the money that came with their high position. They did not even believe in the resurrection of the dead. They were described by Josephus as men who stole the Temple food offerings meant for the priesthood. They did this to enrich themselves while the poorer priests actually starved to death. Jesus said of these thieves: 
John 10:8 “All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.”

The Pharisees were those who held their place because they were self-righteous. Josephus said of them: Antiquities, Josephus, Bk. 17, Chap. 4, Pp. 2: “For there was a certain sect of men that were Jews, who valued themselves highly upon the exact skill they had in the law of their fathers, and made men believe they were highly favored by God.” They lied. It was a justified curse against them because of the leadership of Israel. They swore falsely by His name as Jesus testified in John: 
John 8:55 “Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and keep his word.” 

John 8:44-45 “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me!”

For forty years after crucifying Jesus, these thieves and liars rejected the Word of the Gospel and persecuted those who had accepted it and drove them out. As a result, Israel as a nation was destroyed. The Temple and the city of Jerusalem were left without one stone standing on another, and this prophecy in Zechariah 5:4 was exactly fulfilled. Both the timbers and stones were destroyed.

Zechariah 5:5 Then the angel who was speaking to me came forward and said to me, “Look up and see what this is that is appearing.” 

Next, we have a new vision appearing. This one, like the vision of the two olive trees had to do with the Second Advent of Jesus Christ.

Zechariah 5:6 I asked, “What is it?” He replied, “It is a measuring basket.”
 And he added, “This is the iniquity eye 
 of the people throughout the land earth.” 

He sees a basket with the cover on. It is a relatively small basket, about 5 gallons in size. He is told that it contains “the eye of the people throughout the earth.” Now what is the significance of the “eye of the people?” It contrasts to what we saw earlier in the vision (Zechariah 3:9) when we saw the seven eyes on the stone, which were then described (Zechariah 4:10) as “the eyes of the LORD.” To me this is drawing the contrast of human viewpoint or wisdom (the eye of the people of the earth) with Divine viewpoint or wisdom (the seven eyes on the stone).

Zechariah 5:7 Then the cover of lead was raised, and there in the basket sat a woman! 

The cover of the basket was raised, and human viewpoint or wisdom was seen as represented by a woman. It was a fitting representation since it was Eve who first made the choice to “be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:5). It might also be noted that this was a very small basket into which the woman was crammed.
Zechariah 5:8 He said, “This is wickedness,” and he pushed her back into the basket and pushed the lead cover down over its mouth.

Note that this woman represented untrammeled human viewpoint. She (or it) was forcibly restrained and pushed back in the basket and secured with a lead cover, too heavy for her to remove.

Zechariah 5:9 Then I looked up--and there before me were two women, with the wind in their wings! They had wings like those of a stork,
 and they lifted up the basket between heaven and earth.

Two women with “wind in their wings” lifted the basket off of the earth and secured it between heaven and earth. I cannot find anything to interpret the symbolism of the two women, or their wings like a stork. However, “the wind” often speaks of the Holy Spirit. 

Zechariah 5:10-11 “Where are they taking the basket?” I asked the angel who was speaking to me. He replied, “To the country of Babylonia Shinar 
 to build a house for it. When it is ready,
 the basket will be set there in its place.”

This verse begins to bring in connections from both Genesis and Revelation. Shinar was the location (vs. 2) of the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11:1-9. It was at the Tower of Babel that all the world united “to raise themselves to the heavens” and “make a name for themselves.”  The names “Babel” and “Babylon” have been Biblical shorthand and a symbol for this state of mind ever since. In Revelation 17-18, during the Great Tribulation we see this woman set back on the earth and her power released. There she is called “MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” (Revelation 17:5) She is also described as “the great city that rules over the kings of the earth.” (Revelation 17:18). Until that time however, she has been forcibly restrained. In Zechariah’s vision the restraint was symbolized by a lead cover. Paul described how it is actually the Holy Spirit who is the restraining power until the Rapture of the Church and the beginning of the Tribulation: 
2 Thessalonians 2:4-8 “He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God. Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things? And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way.
 And then the lawless one (the Beast of Revelation) will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming.”
Zechariah 6:1 I looked up again--and there before me were four chariots coming out from between two mountains --mountains of bronze! 

Now Zechariah is presented with yet another vision. Considering the previous vision connected to “mystery Babylon,” I have to consider that this probably deals with the Tribulation. We are shown four chariots coming from between two bronze mountains. J. Vernon McGee has speculated that bronze here stands for judgment of sin because bronze was used in the brazen alter and laver.
 I think that is a valid interpretation. Why two mountains? There are two mountains related to judgment in the Bible.

The first is Mt. Zion on which the sins of the human race were judged in Christ:

John 12:31-32 “Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world (Satan) will be cast out. But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.”

The second is the Mt. of Olives which is where Christ will return to judge the world:

Psalms 9:7-8 “The LORD reigns forever; he has established his throne for judgment. He will judge the world in righteousness; he will govern the peoples with justice.”
John 5:22 “Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son.”

Acts 17:30-31 “In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed.
Perhaps the fact that they come between the two mountains speaks of the fact that this will happen between the time of the cross and the time of Christ’s return.

Zechariah 6:2-3 The first chariot had red horses, the second black, the third white, and the fourth dappled--all of them powerful. 

If this is speaking of the Tribulation, then the similarity to the four horsemen of the Apocalypse (Revelation 6) who judged the earth with war, famine, and disease to slow down the attack on the faithful cannot be ignored as a possible connection. Also, the number four points to the four points of the compass, north, south, east, and west (verse 6).
Zechariah 6:4-5 I asked the angel who was speaking to me, “What are these, my lord?” The angel answered me, “These are the four spirits of heaven, going out from standing in the presence of the Lord of the whole world. 

These judgments were sent out by the Lord himself.

Zechariah 6:6 The one with the black horses is going toward the north country, the one with the white horses toward the west, and the one with the dappled horses toward the south.” 

Interestingly enough, only three of the four chariots are described. The one with red horses presumably going toward the east is not mentioned. Your guess is as good as mine.
Zechariah 6:7 When the powerful horses went out, they were straining to go throughout the earth. And he said, “Go throughout the earth!” So they went throughout the earth. 

So, they were seen to go out as fast as they could.

Zechariah 6:8 Then he called to me, “Look, those going toward the north country have given my Spirit rest in the land of the north.” 

This verse is provocative. What does it mean? Evidently, the work of the chariots to the north greatly relieved the pressure on the work of the Spirit. What is the land of the North? If the starting point is given as Israel it could refer to Asia Minor or Russia. 

Zechariah 6:9-10 The word of the LORD came to me: “Take [silver and gold]
 from the exiles Heldai, Tobijah and Jedaiah, who have arrived from Babylon. Go the same day to the house of Josiah son of Zephaniah.
 

Now we seem to switch away from the vision to real events. However, the actions described were still intended to be symbolic. Zechariah was to take silver and gold from three men who had just arrived. They were Heldai (whose name means “worldly, the world; rustiness”); Tobijah / Tobiah (whose name means “pleasing to Jehovah, the Lord is good, Jehovah is good”); and Jedaiah (whose name means “Jehovah has known, invoker of Jehovah, the hand of the Lord; confessing the Lord”). The first two are not mentioned elsewhere in scripture, but Jedaiah is mentioned in Nehemiah 7:39, 12:1-7, and Ezra 2:36, and seems to have been a priest and a relative of Joshua. After taking the silver and gold, Zechariah was to make of them two crowns and then to go to the house of Josiah.

Zechariah 6:11 Take the silver and gold 
 and make a crown crowns,
 and set it them on the head of the high priest, Joshua son of Jehozadak.

He was to set the crowns upon the head of the high priest Joshua. We have already seen that Joshua was an ancestor of Christ, through Mary’s mother, and a type of Christ. He also had Christ’s name. In this picture, he was presented as the King Priest.

Zechariah 6:12 Tell him this is what the LORD of Hosts says: ‘Here is the man whose name is the Branch,
 and he will branch out from his place and build the temple of the LORD. 

To confirm that this is speaking of the Messiah to come, it calls him “the Branch.” That the name “the Branch” refers to Jesus Christ is made clear in Scripture by the following scriptures:

Isaiah 4:2 “In a day to come the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the land will be the pride and glory of the survivors in Israel.”
Isaiah 11:1-2 “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him -- the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.”
Jeremiah 23:5 “‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.’”
Zechariah 6:13 It is he who will build the temple of the LORD, and he will be clothed with majesty and will sit and rule on his throne. And he will be a priest on his throne. And there will be harmony between the two.’ 

It should be clear that the “He” here is the prophetical Joshua (Jesus) who would build the true Temple with His own body. The Joshua that Zechariah crowned was the ancestor of Jesus Christ through Mary’s mother. He never did, and never will, rule on his Throne. He was just presented here as the type or symbol of the King-Priest which Jesus Christ became. It was always Jesus Christ who had been promised to David who would build the true Temple and would rule over the Kingdom and Temple forever. In effect, the LORD was confirming this promise to Zechariah and his generation six hundred years after He had first made the promise to David.

Zechariah 6:14-15a The crown crowns will be given to Heldai, Tobijah,
 Jedaiah 
 and Hen 
 son of Zephaniah 
 as a memorial in the temple of the LORD. Those who are far away will come and help to build the temple of the LORD, 

The word translated “crown” in the NIV in the Hebrew is the plural “crowns.” Remember Zechariah was told to make crowns (vs. 11) of silver and gold. Evidently, one was silver, and one was gold. Perhaps the two crowns stood for the dual authority of Jesus Christ as both the Son of God (gold) and the Lord of Hosts (silver) This is also in line with the passage in Revelation describing Jesus: Revelation 19:12 “His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns.”
Those who were from far away who would help build God’s Temple and the body of Christ were the Gentiles who at that time were far off:

Romans 9:24-26 “Even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles? As he says in Hosea:
 ‘I will call them ‘my people’ who are not my people; and I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not my loved one,’ and, ‘It will happen that in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’”
However, it was promised to them, as part of the believing Church to become pillars in the Temple of the Lord:

Revelation 3:12 “Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God.”
Zechariah 6: 15b and you will know that the LORD of Hosts has sent me to you. This will happen if you diligently obey the LORD your God.”

And finally, if Zechariah diligently obeyed the LORD, he would have the blessing of having a deep heart knowledge that the Messiah, the Branch, the Eternal King and our High Priest forever surely would come. The same promise applies to us. Only for us, it refers to our secure confidence that Jesus has come, and that He has done what He promised, and that He will do what He has promised.
� The NIV translates “thirty feet by fifteen feet” but I have replaced that with the original text.


� About 450 square feet. Since it was written on both sides, about 900 square feet of writing.


� The Hebrew words here are יְהוָה צְבָאוֹת {yeh·ho·vä' tsä·vot'} which literally means LORD of the Hosts. The Hosts usually refers to the LORD’s Angelic armies. For some reason, the NIV has chosen to translate it as the “LORD Almighty.” I have replaced that translation throughout this lesson. That agrees with the translation of the NAS, ASV, NRSV, and the KJV.


� Literally, an “ephah.” Equivalent to about 5 gallons.


� This is the literal translation. The NIV translates it “iniquity,” the NAS translated it “appearance,” the New Living translates it “sins.” Even the King James translates it “resemblance.” Yet, overwhelmingly, the Hebrew word here עַיִן {ah'·yin} is translated elsewhere as “eye” or “sight.”


� The stork was one of the unclean birds. (Leviticus 11:19)


� The actual word used here is Shinar 


� Another way of saying, in God’s own timing, or in the fullness of time. In this case, in the Tribulation.


� This is speaking of the Holy Spirit, who will be taken out of the way when the Rapture of the Church removes all believers from the earth and thus permit the revelation of the Beast. This does not mean that the Holy Spirit will not return with Moses and Elijah and the 144,000 in the Tribulation. 


� Also see Job 20:24, Psalm 18:34, Daniel 4:15, 10:5, Micah 4:13, Revelation 1:15, 2:18.


� Though the words “silver and gold” aren’t in the Hebrew here they are mentioned in the next verse so those words are reasonably inferred here.


� If this Josiah was the son (descendant) of Zephaniah the prophet (100 years before), he was descended from Hezekiah and the line of Judah and David. Some have contended that he was a Levite and a priest, but this is probably merely because one of the Zephaniahs in the Bible was a priest in the time of David (400 years before.).


� Why silver and gold. Gold is used to refer to deity. Silver is often used to speak of the angelic realm so perhaps this is used to refer to Jesus also being “the Lord of Hosts.”


� The word here is in the plural and should be translated “crowns.”


� Zechariah 3:8, Isaiah 4:2, 11:1, Jeremiah 23:5, 33:15.


� Tobijah – “Jehovah is good.”


� Jedaiah – “Jehovah has favored” or “Jehovah knows”


� Hen - favor


� Probably the next generation from Josiah (verse 10), who was a “son” of Zephaniah.


� Hosea 2:23, Hosea 1:10
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