Zechariah - Lesson 1 – Introduction and Zechariah 1:1 – 2:13
The scrolls of the Book of Zechariah were written after some of the people had returned to Judah after the Babylonian exile. The Persian King, Cyrus had given permission, for as many people as wished to go, to return to live in Judah and rebuild the Temple. Some of them had returned with Zerubbabel and Joshua, but reconstruction had gone slowly. Zerubbabel had been appointed by the Persians as the governor of the province of Judah. Joshua was the High Priest of the Jewish faith. Zechariah was also among the returnees. He is mentioned as such in Ezra:
Ezra 5:1-2 “Now Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the prophet, a descendant of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, who was over them. Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Jeshua son of Jozadak set to work to rebuild the house of God in Jerusalem. And the prophets of God were with them, helping them.”

The prophecies of Zechariah helped to encourage Zerubbabel and Joshua to finally finish the rebuilding of the Temple after it had remained unfinished for 19 years. Only the foundation around the altar had been completed when they first arrived back in the land.

Like many of the prophetical Books,
 Zechariah is actually made up of several independent prophetical scrolls, each of which are a complete message in itself. To my eye, Zechariah consists of eight scrolls. They are Zechariah 1:1-6, 1:7-6:15, 7:1-7, 7:8-14, 8:1-17, 8:18-23, 9:1-11:17, 12:1-14:21. We will note why I believe that is a correct breakdown as we go along.
Zechariah 1:1a In the eighth month of the second year of Darius,
This Darius is not Darius the Mede who ruled the Persian province of Babylon (538-536 BC) in the Book of Daniel, but the third king of Persia after Cyrus who ruled from 521-486 BC. This is said here to be written in the second year of his reign which would make the date about 520 BC.

Zechariah 1:1b the word of the LORD came to the prophet Zechariah son of Berekiah, the son of Iddo: 
This identifies the writer as Zechariah, who is called “the son of Berechiah and son of Iddo,” in the English translation. We should always remember that the Hebrew word בֵּן {bān} that we find here translated “son” is literally “descendant” and can refer to a son, grandson, great grandson or some further lineal male descendant. It is by no means certain that the order of these two men is even chronologically consecutive. It could well just mean that Zechariah was a lineal descendant of both men. I suspect it means the Berekiah was his father, and Iddo was a more distant and famous relative. According to Nehemiah 12:16; Zechariah was the head of the priestly (or Aaronic) clan of Iddo. That he was a priest means he was also from the tribe of Levi. The Iddo mentioned here is undoubtedly the prophet and seer named Iddo who is mentioned 2 Chronicles 9:29, 1215, 13:22 as being a chronicler of the time of Solomon’s son and grandson, about four hundred years before. Zechariah’s descent from Iddo is also mentioned in Ezra 5:1 (see above). Zechariah’s Hebrew name זְכַרְיָה {zek·ar·yä'} means “Jehovah remembers.” That might well be said to be the substance of the Book of Zechariah.
Zechariah 1:2 “The LORD was very angry with your forefathers.
This would refer to the generation that the Lord had driven into the Babylonian exile about 65 years before. 

Zechariah 1:3 Therefore tell the people: This is what the LORD of Hosts 
 says: ‘Return to me,’ declares the LORD of Hosts, ‘and I will return to you,’ says the LORD of Hosts. 
Although a small portion of the Jewish people had returned from Babylon and Persia, their initial ardor had dimmed and their devotion to the LORD had flagged. Nineteen years had passed, and they had done next to nothing in restoring the Temple. Only the altar and its foundation  had been completed in all that time. They had done nothing to rebuild the Holy Place or the Holy of Holies. They had brought back all the articles of the Temple from Babylon except the Ark. However, they had built no place to install them properly according to the Law of Moses. The Ark of the Covenant wasn’t restored, and never would be. This was by God’s own decree given through Jeremiah a few years before:
Jeremiah 3:14-16 “Return, faithless people,” declares the LORD, “for I am your husband. I will choose you--one from a town and two from a clan--and bring you to Zion. Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you with knowledge and understanding. In those days, when your numbers have increased greatly in the land,” declares the LORD, “men will no longer say, ‘The ark of the covenant of the LORD.’ It will never enter their minds or be remembered; it will not be missed, nor will another one be made.’”
The message in verse 3 is repeated in many passages and applies to any people in any age. One of the most concise passages like it is in Deuteronomy:

 Deuteronomy 30:2-3 “And when you and your children return to the LORD your God and obey him with all your heart and with all your soul according to everything I command you today, then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations where he scattered you.” 
Also in 2 Chronicles 7:14 “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

Zechariah 1:4 Do not be like your forefathers, to whom the earlier prophets proclaimed: This is what the LORD of Hosts says: ‘Turn from your evil ways and your evil practices.’ But they would not listen or pay attention to me, declares the LORD. 

Another example of this word from the LORD is in Isaiah: 
Isaiah 1:18-20 “‘Come now, let us reason together,’ says the LORD. ‘Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson they shall be like wool. If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land; but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword.’ For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
Zechariah 1:5-6a Where are your forefathers now? And the prophets, do they live forever? But did not my words and my decrees, which I commanded my servants the prophets, overtake your forefathers? 

The LORD reminded them that although He was patient, His judgment was sure if there was no repentance. Although the prophets of generations past had died, God’s words which they had taught them were true forever.
Zechariah 1:6b “Then they (their forefathers) repented and said, ‘The LORD of Hosts has done to us what our ways and practices deserve, just as he determined to do.’” 
This closed the first prophecy of Zechariah and served as a seal to testify that what the LORD subsequently revealed through Zechariah would come to pass. These revelations included the First and Second Advents of Jesus Christ. It also should remind us not to fall into the trap of that generation of returning Jews whose early ardor meant little when it wasn’t followed up by a day by day perseverance and faithfulness to God’s Word.
We will now begin to look into the second prophecy and scroll of Zechariah which was delivered at a separate time. It is seven chapters long and will take us several lessons to get through.
Zechariah 1:7 On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, the month of Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to the prophet Zechariah son of Berekiah, the son of Iddo.
This was three to four months later than the first word of the LORD. Shebat is the 11th month using the Religious Calendar which starts with Nisan. According to the Civil Calendar, the year starts with Tishri and Shebat is the 5th month. It is comparable to our January – February.
Zechariah 1:8a During the night I had a vision
To understand this vision, we must understand that it is told in the past tense from the viewpoint of when Zechariah was writing it down. Here, the LORD presented in a vision, not only the past rebellion of Judah, but also what was to come. It presented what would come after Zechariah’s time, as well as some of what had come before Zechariah’s time.
Zechariah 1:8b --and there before me was a man riding a red horse! 
In Revelation 6:4, a red horse stands for war.

Zechariah 1:8c He was standing among the myrtle trees in a ravine. Behind him were red, brown and white horses. 
We are to understand that it was his horse that was standing, with him on it. The myrtle tree was used as a sign of blessing and prosperity in the Millennial Kingdom in Isaiah 41:19 and 51:13. It would seem that the myrtle trees symbolized the peace and prosperity that the LORD wanted for the earth. The different colored horses symbolized the different things the LORD would send upon the earth as needed. Red being war, white being peace. 
Zechariah 1:9 I asked, “What are these, my lord?” The angel who was talking with me answered, “I will show you what they are.” 
Evidently the angel and the man on the horse were different personalities in the vision. The angel or messenger talking to Zechariah is assumed to be the one who brought the “word of the LORD.” He was in fact the “angel of the LORD” (verse 11) which is the LORD Himself.
Zechariah 1:10 Then the man standing among the myrtle trees explained, “They are the ones the LORD has sent to go throughout the earth.” 
It was the man on the red horse that gave the explanation, not the angel of the LORD.
Zechariah 1:11 And they reported to the angel of the LORD, who was standing among the myrtle trees, “We have gone throughout the earth and found the whole world at rest and in peace.” 
Evidently, in the vision, both the angel of the LORD, who was talking to Zechariah, and Zechariah himself were standing among the myrtle trees. This is one of the places that we get a small insight into the role that the LORD has graciously given His elect angels, even as He has given us, in carrying out His plan.
Zechariah 1:12a Then the angel of the LORD said, “LORD of Hosts, how long will you withhold mercy from Jerusalem and from the towns of Judah,
Here the Angel of the LORD (which usually represents the preincarnate Christ) addressed the LORD of Hosts (who here seems to represent the Father). Remember, history is according to the Father’s plan, but it is executed by Christ, both as the God Man, and the Lord of Hosts (commander of the angelic armies).
Zechariah 1:12a which you have been angry with these seventy years?” 
The LORD’s anger had been expressed in the seventy years of Babylon’s domination over Israel, starting at the Battle of Carchemish in 605 BC. It had been prophesied in Jeremiah: 
Jeremiah 25:11-12 “This whole country will become a desolate wasteland,
 and these nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years. But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon and his nation, the land of the Babylonians, for their guilt,” declares the LORD, “and will make it desolate forever.”
The events of this vision were set twenty years before the 2nd year of Darius when Zechariah had this vision. Zechariah’s vision depicted the scene of what the LORD had done when He was about to restore the Jews to the land which was after those seventy years of Babylonian rule. The vision was set at the time just before the Medio-Persians had risen up against the Babylonians and brought their domination to an end.
Those seventy years of domination was also referred to in 2 Chronicles:

 2 Chronicles 36:21 “The land enjoyed its Sabbath rests; all the time of its desolation it rested, until the seventy years were completed in fulfillment of the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah.”
  
Zechariah 1:13 So the LORD spoke kind and comforting words to the angel who talked with me. 
Evidently, in the vision, the LORD of Hosts spoke something to the Angel of the LORD. The words He spoke aren’t recorded by Zechariah, but they seemed to have been kind, and comforted Zechariah. 
Zechariah 1:14-15 So the angel who talked with me said to me, “Proclaim this message: Thus says the LORD of hosts; I am very jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion. And I am extremely angry with the nations that are at ease; for while I was only a little angry, they made the disaster worse.” NRSV
At the time that this took place the peoples (nations) of the Persian provinces that surrounded Judah had been active in bringing trouble on Judah. The LORD had been a little angry with the people of Judah for their inactivity in rebuilding the Temple, but the surrounding peoples had made it worse. They seem to have forgotten that the LORD was the protector of Judah (“they were at their ease’”). They had tried to pile on the Jews, and it had made the LORD angry at their presumption. The disciplining of the Jews was the LORD’s prerogative.
Zechariah 1:16a ‘Therefore thus says the LORD, “I will return to Jerusalem with compassion; My house will be built in it,” declares the LORD of hosts. ASV
This passage was written just before the construction of the Second Temple was restarted in 520 BC as recorded in Ezra 5:2. The Second Temple was completed three years later in 517 BC as recorded in Ezra 6:15 on Adar 3, co-incidentally, the actual day Jesus Christ was born.
 However, we will find that the Temple that was really being talked about here was not the shadow Temple of wood and stone, but the real Temple of the life of Jesus Christ. His Temple would be built, as it were, in Jerusalem when He returned with mercy and compassion to die on the Cross.
Zechariah 1:16b And the measuring line will be stretched out over Jerusalem,’ declares the LORD of Hosts. 
What does this mean? We can get the answer from Isaiah 28:16-17a “So this is what the Sovereign LORD says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed. I will make justice the measuring line and righteousness the plumb line. 
In other words, when Christ came, the Jews and Jerusalem would be measured by their response to the “precious cornerstone” who was Jesus Christ. Unfortunately, as Christ commented about their response He became “the stone the builders rejected.”
 
Zechariah 1:17 “Proclaim further: This is what the LORD of Hosts says: ‘My towns will again overflow with prosperity, and the LORD will again comfort Zion and choose Jerusalem.’” 
This was speaking of the coming Millennium when Christ the King would rule over the whole earth from Mt. Zion in Jerusalem.
Zechariah 1:18-19 Then I looked up--and there before me were four horns! I asked the angel who was speaking to me, “What are these?” He answered me, “These are the horns that scattered Judah, Israel and Jerusalem.” 
These horns represent the four powers that were responsible for scattering Israel. They are the four nations who are mentioned in Daniel 2:31-45, which were represented by four beasts and stood for Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome. These are also the Kingdoms represented by the four beasts of Daniel 7.
Zechariah 1:20 Then the LORD showed me four craftsmen carpenters. 
Although, the NIV here translates the Hebrew word חָרָשׁ {khä·räsh} as “craftsman,” most versions translate it “carpenter.” The 2nd Century BC Septuagint translation of this word from Hebrew into Greek is τέκτων {te'k-tōn} which is the identical Greek word used in Mark in the passage where the people of Nazareth said of Jesus: Mark  6:3 “ Isn’t this the carpenter (τέκτων)?” It can hardly be a coincidence that this word is used when speaking of the restoration of Jerusalem. The next question is, why four carpenters?  I would say that the four carpenters here represent the same thing as the four living things 
 in Ezekiel 1 and Revelation. They represent the four aspects of Jesus Christ which are represented in the four Gospels. They are His deity (Gospel of John), His humanity (Gospel of Luke), His Kingship (Gospel of Matthew), and His servanthood (Gospel of Mark).
Zechariah 1:21 I asked, “What are these coming to do?” He answered, “These are the horns that scattered Judah so that no one could raise his head, but the craftsmen carpenters have come to terrify them and throw down these horns of the nations who lifted up their horns against the land of Judah to scatter its people.”

This only confirms that the carpenters represent Jesus Christ. Who else will terrify the nations and defeat them at the last day?
Zechariah 2:1 Then I looked up--and there before me was a man with a measuring line in his hand! 
Remember that in Zechariah 1:16 a measuring line was mentioned that referred to how Jerusalem would respond to the precious cornerstone. 
Zechariah 2:2 I asked, “Where are you going?” He answered me, “To measure Jerusalem, to find out how wide and how long it is.” 
The name “Jerusalem” means “teacher of peace.” Jerusalem is both a geographical place and a spiritual construct.
Zechariah 2:3-4 Then the angel who was speaking to me left, and another angel came to meet him  and said to him: “Run, tell that young man, ‘Jerusalem will be a city 
 without walls because of the great number of men and livestock animals 
 in it. 
This speaks of the fact that those who are sheltered by the righteousness of Christ will be many many millions.
Zechariah 2:5 And I myself will be a wall of fire around it,’
 declares the LORD, ‘and I will be its glory within.’ 
Christ Himself will be the wall, and all who are in Him will share His protection, His glory, and the “peace of Jerusalem.”
Zechariah 2:6-7 “Come! Come! Flee from the land of the north,” declares the LORD, “for I have scattered you to the four winds of heaven,” declares the LORD. “Come, O Zion! Escape, you who live in the Daughter of Babylon!” 
Remember, Zion speaks of the work of Christ.
 It was on Mt. Zion that Jesus Christ died. That is what Psalms 87 is speaking of:

Psalms 87:5-7 says: “Indeed, of Zion it will be said, ‘This one and that one were born in her, and the Most High himself will establish her.’ The LORD will write in the register of the peoples: ‘This one was born in Zion.’ Selah As they make music they will sing, “All my fountains are in you.” 
As Zion speaks of the Cross, Babylon again speaks of spiritual Babylon. It gives universal urgency to the phrase “Escape, you who live in the Daughter of Babylon!” Of course, in the near term this was an injunction of the Lord to all Jews who lived in exile in Babylon. Since this was set 18 years after the Jews had permission to return, part of its intent was a rebuke to so many of the Jews who had failed to return. Perhaps this failure to return is part of the answer to the incredible hardness of heart among the Jews still living in Babylon that Peter found in the 1st Century. Continuing in Zechariah:
Zechariah 2:8-9 For this is what the LORD of Hosts says: “After he has honored me and has sent me against the nations that have plundered you--for whoever touches you touches the apple of his eye--
 I will surely raise my hand against them so that their slaves will plunder them. Then you will know that the LORD of Hosts has sent me. 
This is another one of the many passages is the Old Testament that speak of the LORD as more than one person. Here the LORD of Hosts seems to have been sent by the LORD of Hosts. With the benefit of the New Testament, we know that the LORD of Hosts who was sent is the Son, and the LORD of Hosts who was the sender is the Father.
Zechariah 2:10-11 “Shout and be glad, O Daughter of Zion. For I am coming, and I will live among you,” declares the LORD. “Many nations will be joined with the LORD in that day and will become my people. I will live among you and you will know that the LORD of Hosts has sent me to you. 
This can only be referring to Jerusalem in the Millennium after the LORD returns as Ruler of the Earth.
Zechariah 2:12-13 The LORD will inherit Judah as his portion in the holy land and will again choose Jerusalem. Be still before the LORD, all mankind, because he has roused himself from his holy dwelling.”

Not only the Jews, but “all mankind” had reason to have peace and be still before the LORD because the LORD would fulfill His promise to rule on the Earth.
� This was evidently only the foundation on which the brazen altar stood (Ezra 3:3, 6). The foundation of the Temple proper was built later (Haggai 1:1, 2:18) .


� Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel are prime examples.


� The Hebrew words here are יְהוָה צְבָאוֹת {yeh·ho·vä' tsä·vot'} which literally means LORD of the Hosts. The Hosts usually refers to the LORD’s Angelic armies. For some reason, the NIV has chosen to translate it as the “LORD Almighty.” I have replaced that translation throughout this lesson and the rest of Zechariah. That agrees with the translation of the NAS, ASV, NRSV, and the KJV.


� This perpetual desolation spoken of here is really referring to spiritual Babylon (Satan’s kingdom), which is not made desolate until the Tribulation: Revelation 14:8 “A second angel followed and said, ‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great, which made all the nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries.’”


� Jeremiah 25:11-12. Notice that the desolation did not last 70 years, only the domination of Babylon. The desolation begun with the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC and lasted 48 years.


� See my Chronology of the Life of Christ.


� Luke 20:18


� “Living things” is the correct translation in both Ezekiel and Revelation although “living creatures” is often given. 


� Remember that at this time in 520 BC Jerusalem did not have any walls. They were finally rebuilt in Nehemiah’s time about 445 BC.


� The Hebrew word here בְהֵמָה {be·hā·mä'} basically means “dumb beasts.” It can be applied to “domesticated animals,” “cattle,” “wild animals,” or all animals collectively.


� Revelation 20:9 “They (Satan’s army) marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them.”


� Psalms 50:2 “From Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth.”


� A Hebrew word meaning the “pupil of the eye,” i.e. the most sensitive part of the body.





PAGE  
7

