From the Two Kingdoms to the Exile

Lesson 26
2 Chronicles 36:20-23, 2 Kings 25:11-30, Jeremiah 39:9-43:13, Jeremiah 52:15-33
Circa 585 BC to 538 BC

In lesson 25, we saw the succession of three of Josiah’s sons to the throne, and one of his grandsons. Unfortunately, unlike Josiah, they were wicked men. The first was Jehoahaz who took the throne upon his father’s death in battle against the Egyptian Pharaoh Neco in spite of the fact he was not the eldest brother. When Pharaoh Neco returned to Judah on his way back from being beaten by Nebuchadnezzar, he made his older brother Jehoiakim king and his vassal. Three years later, when Nebuchadnezzar showed up, Jehoiakim was forced to change sides and sign a treaty of allegiance to him. Just three years after that, he rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, and when after four years of fighting off raids by the Babylonians, he was captured in battle; Nebuchadnezzar brought him to Jerusalem to demand the surrender of the city. At that time, Jehoiakim died, or was killed, and his son, Jehoiachin was made king in the besieged city. After suffering a siege of three months without any assistance from the Egyptians, the city was surrendered and Jehoiachin was carried off to imprisonment in Babylon. At that time, Josiah’s son and Jehoiachin’s uncle Zedekiah was made king, and about 18,000 of the best men of Judah, along with their families, were taken into exile. Then after nine years of reign, Zedekiah revolted against the Babylonians, and they sent an army against him. Jerusalem withstood a siege of a year and a half before finally falling. At the end of the last lesson we saw what happened: 2 Kings 25:8-10 “On the seventh day   of the fifth month, in the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard, an official of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem.  He set fire to the temple of the LORD, the royal palace and all the houses of Jerusalem. Every important building he burned down. The whole Babylonian army, under the commander of the imperial guard, broke down the walls around Jerusalem.”
At that point, we can start this lesson.
2 Chronicles 36:20 He carried into exile to Babylon the remnant, who escaped from the sword, and they became servants to him and his sons until the kingdom of Persia came to power.

2 Kings 25:11 Nebuzaradan the commander of the guard carried into exile the people who remained in the city, along with the rest of the populace and those who had gone over to the king of Babylon. 
Jeremiah 39:9 Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard carried into exile to Babylon the people who remained in the city, along with those who had gone over to him, and the rest of the people. 

Jeremiah 52:15 Nebuzaradan the commander of the guard carried into exile some of the poorest people and those who remained in the city, along with the rest of the craftsmen and those who had gone over to the king of Babylon.

This indicates that there were a substantial number of the Jews who had joined with the Babylonians before the fall of Jerusalem.
Jeremiah 39:10 But Nebuzaradan the commander of the guard left behind in the land of Judah some of the poor people, who owned nothing; and at that time he gave them vineyards and fields. 

Kings 25:12 But the commander left behind some of the poorest people of the land to work the vineyards and fields. 
Jeremiah 52:16 But Nebuzaradan left behind the rest of the poorest people of the land to work the vineyards and fields. 

Not wanting to turn this rich province into a wasteland, the Babylonians left a substantial number of the people behind. These were mostly poor people who had never owned land before. The Babylonians gave them land and an opportunity to actually improve their lot.
Kings 25:13-17 The Babylonians broke up the bronze pillars, the movable stands and the bronze Sea that were at the temple of the LORD and they carried the bronze to Babylon. They also took away the pots, shovels, wick trimmers, dishes and all the bronze articles used in the temple service. The commander of the imperial guard took away the censers and sprinkling bowls--all that were made of pure gold or silver. The bronze from the two pillars, the Sea and the movable stands, which Solomon had made for the temple of the LORD, was more than could be weighed. Each pillar was twenty-seven feet high.
 The bronze capital on top of one pillar was four and a half feet 
 high and was decorated with a network and pomegranates of bronze all around. The other pillar, with its network, was similar. 
Jeremiah 52:17-23 The Babylonians broke up the bronze pillars, the movable stands and the bronze Sea that were at the temple of the LORD and they carried all the bronze to Babylon. They also took away the pots, shovels, wick trimmers, sprinkling bowls, dishes and all the bronze articles used in the temple service. The commander of the imperial guard took away the basins, censers, sprinkling bowls, pots, lampstands, dishes and bowls used for drink offerings--all that were made of pure gold or silver. The bronze from the two pillars, the Sea and the twelve bronze bulls under it, and the movable stands, which King Solomon had made for the temple of the LORD, was more than could be weighed. Each of the pillars was eighteen cubits high and twelve cubits in circumference; each was four fingers thick, and hollow. The bronze capital on top of the one pillar was five cubits high and was decorated with a network and pomegranates of bronze all around. The other pillar, with its pomegranates, was similar. There were ninety-six pomegranates on the sides; the total number of pomegranates above the surrounding network was a hundred. 

Everything in the Temple that was not flammable was carried away. Although bronze was not as precious gold or silver, it was quite valuable in the ancient world, being used for armor, weapons, and tools. Scripture describes what Jerusalem and the Temple Mount looked like a few years afterward: Micah 3:12 “Therefore because of you, Zion will be plowed like a field, Jerusalem will become a heap of rubble, the temple hill a mound overgrown with thickets.”

You will notice that the Ark of the Covenant is not mentioned among the articles seized. The last time it is mentioned in scripture is when Josiah replaced it in the Holy of Holies when he purified the Temple in 2 Chronicles 35:1-3. We are not told what happened to it, only that it will not be missed or replaced: Jeremiah 3:15-16 “‘In those days, when your numbers have increased greatly in the land,’ declares the LORD, ‘men will no longer say, ‘The Ark of the covenant of the LORD.’ It will never enter their minds or be remembered; it will not be missed, nor will another one be made.’”
Kings 25:18-21 The commander of the guard took as prisoners Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the priest next in rank and the three doorkeepers. Of those still in the city, he took the officer in charge of the fighting men and five royal advisers. He also took the secretary who was chief officer in charge of conscripting the people of the land and sixty of his men who were found in the city. Nebuzaradan the commander took them all and brought them to the king of Babylon at Riblah. There at Riblah, in the land of Hamath, the king had them executed. So Judah went into captivity, away from her land.

Jeremiah 52:24 The commander of the guard took as prisoners Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the priest next in rank and the three doorkeepers. Of those still in the city, he took the officer in charge of the fighting men, and seven royal advisers. He also took the secretary who was chief officer in charge of conscripting the people of the land and sixty of his men who were found in the city. Nebuzaradan the commander took them all and brought them to the king of Babylon at Riblah. There at Riblah, in the land of Hamath, the king had them executed. So Judah went into captivity, away from her land. 

All of King Zedekiah’s chief advisors were executed at Riblah in Aram, about 210 miles north of Jerusalem. We saw last week how all his sons were killed before him and then his eyes were put out before he was imprisoned.
Jeremiah 39:11-14 Now Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had given these orders about Jeremiah through Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard: “Take him and look after him; don’t harm him but do for him whatever he asks.” So Nebuzaradan the commander of the guard, Nebushazban a chief officer, Nergal-Sharezer a high official and all the other officers of the king of Babylon sent and had Jeremiah taken out of the courtyard of the guard. They turned him over to Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, to take him back to his home. So he remained among his own people.
We know from other parts of the Book of Jeremiah that Jeremiah had always opposed the councilors of Zedekiah who had urged rebellion and war. It had almost cost him his life. Nebuchadnezzar wanted to make sure Jeremiah was not punished along with the guilty. We might also consider that at this time Daniel had been one of Nebuchadnezzar’s chief administrators for about twenty years.
2 Kings 25:22-24 Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, to be over the people he had left behind in Judah. When all the army officers and their men heard that the king of Babylon had appointed Gedaliah as governor, they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah--Ishmael son of Nethaniah, Johanan son of Kareah, Seraiah son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, Jaazaniah the son of the Maacathite, and their men. Gedaliah took an oath to reassure them and their men. “Do not be afraid of the Babylonian officials,” he said. “Settle down in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and it will go well with you.” 

Nebuchadnezzar appointed as Governor a Jew. He was Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam who had been a key advisor of the righteous King Josiah (2 Kings 22:11, 2 Chronicles 34:19). Ahikam had saved Jeremiah from death during the reign of Jehoiakim (Jeremiah 26:24). Because of Gedaliah’s noble birth, we can probably assume correctly that he was among those who had been taken away to Babylon eleven years before, after the fall of Jehoiachin. He may even have been recommended by Daniel.
Jeremiah 40:1-6 The word came to Jeremiah from the LORD after Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard had released him at Ramah. He had found Jeremiah bound in chains among all the captives from Jerusalem and Judah who were being carried into exile to Babylon. When the commander of the guard found Jeremiah, he said to him, “The LORD your God decreed this disaster for this place. And now the LORD has brought it about; he has done just as he said he would. All this happened because you people sinned against the LORD and did not obey him. But today I am freeing you from the chains on your wrists. Come with me to Babylon, if you like, and I will look after you; but if you do not want to, then don’t come. Look, the whole country lies before you; go wherever you please.” However, before Jeremiah turned to go, Nebuzaradan added, “Go back to Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon has appointed over the towns of Judah, and live with him among the people, or go anywhere else you please.” Then the commander gave him provisions and a present and let him go. So Jeremiah went to Gedaliah son of Ahikam at Mizpah and stayed with him among the people who were left behind in the land. 
At Nebuchadnezzar’s orders, Jeremiah was found and given provisions, some money, and his liberty. He had to decide whether to go to Babylon to minister to his people there, or to stay behind in the land to minister to those left behind. He decided to stay behind with Gedaliah, who had set up his headquarters not far from Jerusalem, in the old Benjamite city of Mizpah.
Jeremiah 40:7-8 When all the army officers and their men who were still in the open country heard that the king of Babylon had appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam as governor over the land and had put him in charge of the men, women and children who were the poorest in the land and who had not been carried into exile to Babylon, they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah--Ishmael son of Nethaniah, Johanan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah, Seraiah son of Tanhumeth, the sons of Ephai the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of the Maacathite, and their men.
Evidently, Gedaliah had a good reputation, so when word went out that he had been appointed the Babylonian Governor, those who had fled the Babylonians and had been hidden in the caves, rocks, and fields, came to submit to the authority of Gedaliah.

Jeremiah 40:9-10 Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, took an oath to reassure them and their men. “Do not be afraid to serve the Babylonians,” he said. “Settle down in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and it will go well with you. I myself will stay at Mizpah to represent you before the Babylonians who come to us, but you are to harvest the wine, summer fruit and oil, and put them in your storage jars, and live in the towns you have taken over.” 
It would have been at this time that Gedaliah handed out the lands and towns to those left in the land. They were to harvest the crops and store them. I am sure that the Babylonians expected a portion of the harvest.

Jeremiah 40:11-12 When all the Jews in Moab, Ammon, Edom and all the other countries heard that the king of Babylon had left a remnant in Judah and had appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, as governor over them, they all came back to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah at Mizpah, from all the countries where they had been scattered. And they harvested an abundance of wine and summer fruit.
Then the Jews who had sought refuge by fleeing to the surrounding countries heard what was going on, they too came back. The LORD blessed them with a bountiful crop. This last sentence indicates that nothing else happened until the summer harvest had finished at least three months after the fall of Jerusalem in the fourth month of the year (June).
Jeremiah 40:13-14 Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers still in the open country came to Gedaliah at Mizpah and said to him, “Don’t you know that Baalis king of the Ammonites has sent Ishmael son of Nethaniah to take your life?” But Gedaliah son of Ahikam did not believe them. 
What seems to have been the situation here is this: some of the army officers who had fled from Jerusalem and escaped when Zedekiah was captured plains of Jericho (2 Kings 25:4-6) had been cautious and not come in to Gedaliah with some of the others. About that time, the King of the Ammonites decided to make trouble by sending Ishmael to kill Gedaliah. Ishmael, who was from the royal line and had been an officer of the king, may have considered Gedaliah a traitor, or an upstart. At any rate, he decided to kill him and all who supported him. Ishmael must have made contact with some of those officers who were still in hiding, and invited them into his plot. When they considered the two sides, they decided to cast their lot with Gedeliah, and informed him about Ishmael’s plan. Unfortunately, they were not believed.
Jeremiah 40:15-16 Then Johanan son of Kareah said privately to Gedaliah in Mizpah, “Let me go and kill Ishmael son of Nethaniah, and no one will know it. Why should he take your life and cause all the Jews who are gathered around you to be scattered and the remnant of Judah to perish?” But Gedaliah son of Ahikam said to Johanan son of Kareah, “Don’t do such a thing! What you are saying about Ishmael is not true.”

Gedaliah was a good man, but he suffered from the weakness of some good men. He would not believe evil of others.

Jeremiah 41:1a In the seventh month Ishmael son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, who was of royal blood and had been one of the king’s officers, came with ten men to Gedaliah son of Ahikam at Mizpah. 
Evidently, Ishmael presented himself as if he was there to submit to Gedaliah and he was treated with respect and trust.

Jeremiah 41:1b-3 While they were eating together there, Ishmael son of Nethaniah and the ten men who were with him got up and struck down Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, with the sword, killing the one whom the king of Babylon had appointed as governor over the land. Ishmael also killed all the Jews who were with Gedaliah at Mizpah, as well as the Babylonian soldiers who were there.

While everyone was unsuspecting and unarmed, the guests fell on their hosts and murdered them all. The rest who were “were with” Gedaliah at Mizpah would have been those who were living in his palace. They were probably murdered in their sleep. I expect that after their initial success, Ishmael was joined by others from outside the city.
Jeremiah  41:4-5 The day after Gedaliah’s assassination, before anyone knew about it, eighty men who had shaved off their beards, torn their clothes and cut themselves came from Shechem, Shiloh and Samaria, bringing grain offerings and incense with them to the house of the LORD.
These men were pilgrims from the country north of Jerusalem. They were evidently on their way to make an offering of mourning at the site of the ruined Temple. The shaved beards, torn clothing, and cutting were signs of humiliation and mourning in the ancient culture of the middle east although shaving one’s beard and cutting oneself was expressly forbidden by the Mosaic Law (Leviticus 19:27-28).
Jeremiah 41:6-7 Ishmael son of Nethaniah went out from Mizpah to meet them, weeping as he went. When he met them, he said, “Come to Gedaliah son of Ahikam.” When they went into the city, Ishmael son of Nethaniah and the men who were with him slaughtered them and threw them into a cistern.
These men were evidently passing close by to Mizpah on the way to Jerusalem. Ishmael lured these men who had nothing to do with Gedaliah or himself in to Mizpah to slaughter them. I think this gives us some insight into the motives of Ishmael and his sponsor Baalis king of the Ammonites. They certainly did not expect to defeat Babylon. I think Baalis was upset because he had thought that the Babylonians would drive all the Jews out, and give some of it to him. He had helped the Babylonians in their past campaigns against the Jews by mounting raids (2 Kings 24:2). He hoped that by murdering Gedaliah the Babylonians would run them all out. They didn’t. However, as we shall see, most of the Jews left anyway, expecting a terrible retribution. In spite of that, the LORD left the land unoccupied until He brought the Jews back. Why? The prophecy by Ezekiel at about this time gives us the answer:
Ezekiel 25:1-7 “The word of the LORD came to me: ‘Son of man, set your face against the Ammonites and prophesy against them. Say to them, ‘Hear the word of the Sovereign LORD. This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Because you said ‘Aha!’ over my sanctuary when it was desecrated and over the land of Israel when it was laid waste and over the people of Judah when they went into exile, therefore I am going to give you to the people of the East as a possession. They will set up their camps and pitch their tents among you; they will eat your fruit and drink your milk. I will turn Rabbah into a pasture for camels and Ammon into a resting place for sheep. Then you will know that I am the LORD. For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: Because you have clapped your hands and stamped your feet, rejoicing with all the malice of your heart against the land of Israel, therefore I will stretch out my hand against you and give you as plunder to the nations. I will cut you off from the nations and exterminate you from the countries. I will destroy you, and you will know that I am the LORD.’”
Jeremiah 41:8-9 But ten of them said to Ishmael, “Don’t kill us! We have wheat and barley, oil and honey, hidden in a field.” So he let them alone and did not kill them with the others. Now the cistern where he threw all the bodies of the men he had killed along with Gedaliah was the one King Asa had made as part of his defense against Baasha king of Israel. Ishmael son of Nethaniah filled it with the dead.
He filled an entire cistern with dead bodies. The historical reference confirms that this was the Mizpah just north of Jerusalem.

Jeremiah 41:10 Ishmael made captives of all the rest of the people who were in Mizpah--the king’s daughters along with all the others who were left there, over whom Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard had appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam. Ishmael son of Nethaniah took them captive and set out to cross over to the Ammonites.
Notice that Zedekiah’s daughters had not been killed along with his sons, and had not been taken into exile, but had been left in the land. According to the practice of the time, these daughters and the rest of the people were being taken back to Ammon as booty to be sold as slaves. Remember, among “the rest of the people at Mizpah” was the prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah 40:6). 
Jeremiah 41:11-12 When Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers who were with him heard about all the crimes Ishmael son of Nethaniah had committed, they took all their men and went to fight Ishmael son of Nethaniah. They caught up with him near the great pool in Gibeon.

Johanan had been the one who first warned Gedaliah about Ishmael. He and his men were evidently not at Mizpah, but had probably taken residence in the towns and farms that would have been given to them. When they heard what Ishmael had done they understood this had been an attack on their future. Gibeon was not far from Mizpah, but eastward toward Ammon.
Jeremiah 41:13-15 When all the people Ishmael had with him saw Johanan son of Kareah and the army officers who were with him, they were glad. All the people Ishmael had taken captive at Mizpah turned and went over to Johanan son of Kareah. But Ishmael son of Nethaniah and eight of his men escaped from Johanan and fled to the Ammonites. 
However many total men Ishmael had with him at that time, only eight escaped with him. However, Johanan did not pursue him because he had other things on his mind.

Jeremiah 41:16-18 Then Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers who were with him led away all the survivors from Mizpah whom he had recovered from Ishmael son of Nethaniah after he had assassinated Gedaliah son of Ahikam: the soldiers, women, children and court officials he had brought from Gibeon. And they went on, stopping at Geruth Kimham near Bethlehem on their way to Egypt to escape the Babylonians. They were afraid of them because Ishmael son of Nethaniah had killed Gedaliah son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon had appointed as governor over the land.

Johanan was certain that the Babylonians would take revenge on all the people of Judah, so he decided to flee to Egypt with all those he could gather up. Egypt at that time had not been conquered by the Babylonians.
Jeremiah 42:1-2 Then all the army officers, including Johanan son of Kareah and Jezaniah son of Hoshaiah, and all the people from the least to the greatest approached Jeremiah the prophet and said to him, “Please hear our petition and pray to the LORD your God for this entire remnant. For as you now see, though we were once many, now only a few are left. 
Jeremiah was in the group that Johanan had rescued so he went to Jeremiah for guidance. 

Jeremiah 42:3-4 Pray that the LORD your God will tell us where we should go and what we should do.” “I have heard you,” replied Jeremiah the prophet. “I will certainly pray to the LORD your God as you have requested; I will tell you everything the LORD says and will keep nothing back from you.” 
Jeremiah agreed to ask the LORD.

Jeremiah 42:5-6 Then they said to Jeremiah, “May the LORD be a true and faithful witness against us if we do not act in accordance with everything the LORD your God sends you to tell us. 42:6 Whether it is favorable or unfavorable, we will obey the LORD our God, to whom we are sending you, so that it will go well with us, for we will obey the LORD our God.” 
They pledged to follow whatever Jeremiah revealed to them. It is clear from what followed that they didn’t believe in the LORD. They expected Jeremiah to give them a prophecy that supported what they had decided to do. There was a reason that they had been officers of Zedekiah.

Jeremiah 42:7-8 Ten days later the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah. So he called together Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers who were with him and all the people from the least to the greatest.
Jeremiah had been preaching to these same people for over thirty years. He wanted to make sure everyone heard what he had to say.
Jeremiah 42:9-12 He said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, to whom you sent me to present your petition, says: ‘If you stay in this land, I will build you up and not tear you down; I will plant you and not uproot you, for I am grieved over the disaster I have inflicted on you. Do not be afraid of the king of Babylon, whom you now fear. Do not be afraid of him, declares the LORD, for I am with you and will save you and deliver you from his hands. I will show you compassion so that he will have compassion on you and restore you to your land.’

The LORD was willing to bless those that had been allowed to stay in the land. He assured them that Nebuchadnezzar would not blame them for what had happened to Gedaliah and his Babylonian soldiers. Although it doesn’t say so here, we know that Jeremiah had been an eye witness to all that happened and that he was highly regarded by Nebuchadnezzar.
Jeremiah 42:13-16 “However, if you say, ‘We will not stay in this land,’ and so disobey the LORD your God, and if you say, ‘No, we will go and live in Egypt, where we will not see war or hear the trumpet or be hungry for bread,’ then hear the word of the LORD, O remnant of Judah. This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘If you are determined to go to Egypt and you do go to settle there, then the sword you fear will overtake you there, and the famine you dread will follow you into Egypt, and there you will die. 
If they knew the Law of Moses (which most didn’t) they would know that returning to Egypt was not an option: Deuteronomy 17:16 “The king, moreover, must not acquire great numbers of horses for himself or make the people return to Egypt to get more of them, for the LORD has told you, ‘You are not to go back that way again.’”

However, the LORD made clear what their fate would be in Egypt. The Babylonians were also going to conquer Egypt, and in the wars and sieges that would eventually overtake the Egyptian cities, the Egyptian would not be anxious to share their food with alien Jews.
Jeremiah 42:17 Indeed, all who are determined to go to Egypt to settle there will die by the sword, famine and plague; not one of them will survive or escape the disaster I will bring on them.’ 
Out of this crowd that Jeremiah was speaking to, none would survive.

Jeremiah 42:18 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘As my anger and wrath have been poured out on those who lived in Jerusalem, so will my wrath be poured out on you when you go to Egypt. You will be an object of cursing and horror, of condemnation and reproach; you will never see this place again.’ 
The ancient Egyptians of this time were famous for their hatred of the Jews. None of these Jews would be a part of the return to reclaim Judah for their descendants.
Jeremiah 42:19-20 “O remnant of Judah, the LORD has told you, ‘Do not go to Egypt.’ Be sure of this: I warn you today that you made a fatal mistake when you sent me to the LORD your God and said, ‘Pray to the LORD our God for us; tell us everything he says and we will do it.’ 
Jeremiah seems to have already known that these Jews had already decided to disobey the LORD. At least they were consistent. They had never listened to what the LORD told Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 42:21-22 I have told you today, but you still have not obeyed the LORD your God in all he sent me to tell you. So now, be sure of this: You will die by the sword, famine and plague in the place where you want to go to settle.”

Knowing their decision, he pronounced condemnation. They would not find the peace they sought in Egypt.
Jeremiah 43:1-3 When Jeremiah finished telling the people all the words of the LORD their God--everything the LORD had sent him to tell them-- Azariah son of Hoshaiah and Johanan son of Kareah and all the arrogant men said to Jeremiah, “You are lying! The LORD our God has not sent you to say, ‘You must not go to Egypt to settle there.’ 
They accused Jeremiah of lying.

Jeremiah 43:3 But Baruch son of Neriah is inciting you against us to hand us over to the Babylonians, so they may kill us or carry us into exile to Babylon.” 
Baruch was Jeremiah faithful assistant who had been at his side for at least twenty years. He had risked death and imprisonment along with Jeremiah. He had evidently also been with Jeremiah at Mizpah.
Jeremiah 43:4-6 So Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers and all the people disobeyed the LORD’s command to stay in the land of Judah. Instead, Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers led away all the remnant of Judah who had come back to live in the land of Judah from all the nations where they had been scattered. They also led away all the men, women and children and the king’s daughters whom Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard had left with Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch son of Neriah.
So they gathered up all the people who had been left in the land and led them back to Egypt where they had been forbidden to go. They took Jeremiah and his friend Baruch with them. 

Jeremiah 43:7-10 So they entered Egypt in disobedience to the LORD and went as far as Tahpanhes. In Tahpanhes the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: “While the Jews are watching, take some large stones with you and bury them in clay in the brick pavement at the entrance to Pharaoh’s palace in Tahpanhes. Then say to them, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: I will send for my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and I will set his throne over these stones I have buried here; he will spread his royal canopy above them.
When they arrived in Tahpanhes, the LORD had Jeremiah perform a ritual so that they would remember the place and the prophecy. Tahpanhes was on the eastern border of settled Egypt as the Jews came out of the desert. It was just west of what is now the Suez Canal. This was where Nebuchadnezzar pitched his tent in 570 BC when he invaded Egypt. His invasion had been delayed by a thirteen year siege of Tyre. I expect this prophecy was for the benefit of the children of these people.
Jeremiah 43:11-13 He will come and attack Egypt, bringing death to those destined for death, captivity to those destined for captivity, and the sword to those destined for the sword.
 He will set fire to the temples of the gods of Egypt; he will burn their temples and take their gods captive. As a shepherd wraps his garment around him, so will he wrap Egypt around himself and depart from there unscathed. There in the temple of the sun in Egypt he will demolish the sacred pillars and will burn down the temples of the gods of Egypt.’”

This prophecy was fulfilled. Like with most of the prophets, we are not told of Jeremiah’s end. He seems to have died in Egypt preaching to the hard hearts of his people. Perhaps the next generation listened.

2 Kings 25:25-26 In the seventh month, however, Ishmael son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, who was of royal blood, came with ten men and assassinated Gedaliah and also the men of Judah and the Babylonians who were with him at Mizpah. At this, all the people from the least to the greatest, together with the army officers, fled to Egypt for fear of the Babylonians. 

This is the summary view of Kings.

Jeremiah 52:28-30 This is the number of the people Nebuchadnezzar carried into exile: in the seventh year, 3,023 Jews; in Nebuchadnezzar’s eighteenth year, 832 people from Jerusalem; in his twenty-third year,
 745 Jews taken into exile by Nebuzaradan the commander of the imperial guard. There were 4,600 people in all. 

Just for the exile of the seventh year, 2 Kings 24:14-16 enumerates 18,000 men who left when Jehoiachin was taken into captivity. That would not have included their wives and children, which probably would have amounted to another 60,000 at least.  Furthermore, the other counts also seem too small for a country as populous as Judah, particularly as when just a small part of the exiles returned, they numbered 42,360.
 How do we account for the seeming discrepancy? First, we need to understand that Jeremiah 52 is a historical account that was almost certainly added after the death of Jeremiah as it records the release of Jehoiachin 26 years after the fall of Jerusalem. It was probably written, like much of 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles, after the return of some of the people from the Babylonian exile. I believe the numbers here reflect only those among the Jews who returned who had been a part of these original exile waves.

2 Kings 25:27-30 In the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the year Evil-Merodach became king of Babylon, he released Jehoiachin from prison on the twenty-seventh day of the twelfth month. He spoke kindly to him and gave him a seat of honor higher than those of the other kings who were with him in Babylon. So Jehoiachin put aside his prison clothes and for the rest of his life ate regularly at the king’s table. Day by day the king gave Jehoiachin a regular allowance as long as he lived.
Jeremiah 52:31-33 In the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the year Evil-Merodach became king of Babylon, he released Jehoiachin king of Judah and freed him from prison on the twenty-fifth day of the twelfth month. He spoke kindly to him and gave him a seat of honor higher than those of the other kings who were with him in Babylon. So Jehoiachin put aside his prison clothes and for the rest of his life ate regularly at the king’s table. Day by day the king of Babylon gave Jehoiachin a regular allowance as long as he lived, till the day of his death.
This is an unusual footnote on the fate of Jehoiachin who is the second Jeconiah in the legal genealogy of the royal line found in Matthew 1. It helps establish that his son Shealtiel could only have been born to him by a Levirate birth.
2 Chronicles 36:21 The land enjoyed its sabbath rests;
 all the time of its desolation it rested, until the seventy years were completed in fulfillment of the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah. 
This is the prophecy: Jeremiah 25:11-12 “This whole country will become a desolate wasteland, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years. But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon and his nation, the land of the Babylonians, for their guilt.”  

Notice that the desolation did not last 70 years, only the domination of Babylon. The desolation had begun with the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC and only lasted 48 years. The clock on this seventy years started with the domination of the Babylonians over Judah and the surrounding nations in 608 BC, shortly after the King of Egypt killed Josiah in battle on his way to the joint defeat with his allies the Assyrians at the hands of the Babylonians at the battle of Carchemish. The clock on the seventy years stopped in 538 BC when the Babylonians were defeated by the Persians and the Jews returned.
2 Chronicles 36:22-23 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and to put it in writing: “This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: “‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. 
 Anyone of his people among you--may the LORD his God be with him, and let him go up.’”

 The account of Chronicles then ends with the mention of the return after Cyrus conquered the Babylonians.
� In the original, 18 cubits.


� In the original, 3 cubits.


� This was where the men of Joab and Abner had fought (2 Samuel 2:13).


� Very similar to Revelation 13:10 and Jeremiah 15:2.


� Interestingly enough this was 4 years after the destruction of Jerusalem.


� Nehemiah 7:66, Ezra 2:64.


� The Sabbath rests for the land were to be one out of every seven years, when the fields and vines were to be left to themselves (Exodus 23:10-11, Leviticus 25:2-7) .


� It is generally concluded that when Cyrus says “he has appointed me to build a temple for him” Cyrus was responding to the information that Isaiah prophesied this action in Isaiah 44:28-45:6 and Isaiah 45:13.
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