From the Two Kingdoms to the Exile

 Lesson 24 – 2 Chronicles 34:29-35:26, 2 Kings 23:1-30
Circa 618 BC to 605 BC

In lesson 23, we saw the accession to the throne of Josiah at age 8. Evidently, when he was sixteen, about the time he began to exercise rule, he became saved through faith in the LORD. When he was twenty he felt confident enough in his faith and his grip on power that he began to undo all the evil practices that had become firmly rooted in Judah during the time of his grandfather Manasseh, and had never really been weeded out during the few years between the time Manasseh had turned from his evil, and he had died. Josiah had all the Baals, Asherah poles, idols, and altars to false gods removed from the land. He even invaded the lands of what had been the Northern Kingdom and had recently been controlled by the Assyrians and destroyed their implements of idol worship there. He also destroyed the altar at Bethel built by Jeroboam and desecrated the tombs of the priests of that place. This fulfilled prophecy which had been made over two hundred years before. When Josiah was twenty six years old, he sought to restore the Temple worship as it had been in the days of Hezekiah, but which had lapsed for some forty or more years. This involved purifying the Temple and the Levites and Priests, as well as restoring the Ark of the Covenant to the Holy of Holies and the Brazen Altar to the inner court of the Temple. In the process of construction, there was found a copy of the Law of Moses. After it was read in Josiah’s presence, he sent a delegation to the greatest Bible expert that anyone knew of at that time. It was a woman named Huldah who was of humble status and origins. Through her, the LORD told Josiah that great judgment would soon fall on Judah, but not before Josiah had been taken home in death. It is at this point that we take up the story.
2 Chronicles 34:29-30 Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. He went up to the temple of the LORD with the men of Judah, the people of Jerusalem, the priests and the Levites--all the people from the least to the greatest. He read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which had been found in the temple of the LORD.
2 Kings 23:1-2 Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. He went up to the temple of the LORD with the men of Judah, the people of Jerusalem, the priests and the prophets--all the people from the least to the greatest. He read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which had been found in the temple of the LORD.

King Josiah gathered the population of Jerusalem together around Mt. Moriah. The mountain and the Temple were quite different in those days. Before the days of Herod’s massive construction of the Temple platform in the 1st Century BC, the area around the Temple consisted of the slopes of Mt. Moriah. Josiah must have stationed himself just outside the Temple with all the people gathered on the slopes below him.  He read to them himself the words of the Mosaic Covenant found in the Law of Moses. They were words that many of them had never heard taught before because of the apostasy that had long afflicted Judah.
2 Chronicles 34:31 The king stood by his pillar and renewed the covenant in the presence of the LORD--to follow the LORD and keep his commands, regulations and decrees with all his heart and all his soul, and to obey the words of the covenant written in this book. 
2 Kings 23:3a The king stood by the pillar and renewed the covenant in the presence of the LORD--to follow the LORD and keep his commands, regulations and decrees with all his heart and all his soul, thus confirming the words of the covenant written in this book.
After the King had finished reading the words of the covenant, he took his stand by the pillar near the front of the Temple which by tradition had of old been the King’s place when he attended worship in the Temple.
 
2 Chronicles 34:32 Then he had everyone in Jerusalem and Benjamin pledge themselves to it; the people of Jerusalem did this in accordance with the covenant of God, the God of their fathers. 
2 Kings 23:3bThen all the people pledged themselves to the covenant.

What Josiah had the people do seems to have been an attempt to repeat the scene recorded in Exodus before Mt. Sinai 900 years before when the LORD had first made the covenant with the people of Israel.
Exodus 19:5-8 “‘‘Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.’ So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words the LORD had commanded him to speak. The people all responded together, ‘We will do everything the LORD has said.’ So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD.”
Of course the Judah of Josiah’s day failed miserably just as the Israel of Moses’ day failed utterly. Nonetheless, Jesus Christ, the true Israel (Prince of God) became the one who fulfilled God’s requirement for Adam, Israel, and the house of David, and so that all the LORD’s promised blessings will be fulfilled to true Israel, those who like Josiah and Abraham, had trusted the LORD. And we should remember, that we, the believing Church, have also been grafted into Israel (Romans 11:17).
Unfortunately, as the LORD tells us in Jeremiah about the demonstration of the people at this time: Jeremiah 3:10b “Judah did not return to me with all her heart, but only in pretense.”
2 Chronicles 34:33 Josiah removed all the detestable idols from all the territory belonging to the Israelites, and he had all who were present in Israel serve the LORD their God. As long as he lived, they did not fail to follow the LORD, the God of their fathers.

Of course, for most of them this obedience was not from the heart. True worship could not occur because the King had humbled himself before the Lord. It had to be in the hearts of the people. As we shall see, as soon as Josiah was gone most of the people returned to the wicked ways of their heart. Jeremiah 2-6, written about this time, shows what was in the hearts of most of the people.
2 Chronicles 35:1-2 Josiah celebrated the Passover to the LORD in Jerusalem, and the Passover lamb was slaughtered on the fourteenth day of the first month. He appointed the priests to their duties and encouraged them in the service of the LORD’s temple. 
Josiah was determined it would be the best one in the history of Solomon’s Temple. Evidently about this time the Temple had finally been restored and purified so that the Passover could be celebrated. As with Hezekiah, the first feast to be celebrated was the Passover. That is fitting because the Passover is the shadow of the cross, and without the cross, nothing can follow for us but judgment.

2 Chronicles 35:3 He said to the Levites, who instructed all Israel and who had been consecrated to the LORD: “Put the sacred ark in the temple that Solomon son of David king of Israel built. It is not to be carried about on your shoulders. Now serve the LORD your God and his people Israel. 
The most important restoration of the Temple involved the restoration of the Ark to the Holy of Holies. Evidently, in the intervening decades, the Levites had taken to carrying it about from place to place. This was probably with the best of intentions, trying to preserve some semblance of the Tabernacle worship.
2 Chronicles 35:4-6 Prepare yourselves by families in your divisions, according to the directions written by David king of Israel and by his son Solomon. “Stand in the holy place with a group of Levites for each subdivision of the families of your fellow countrymen, the lay people. Slaughter the Passover lambs, consecrate yourselves and prepare [the lambs] for your fellow countrymen, doing what the LORD commanded through Moses.” 
These were the instruction for the Levites to purify themselves as had happened in the time of Hezekiah.
2 Chronicles 35:7 Josiah provided for all the lay people who were there a total of thirty thousand sheep and goats for the Passover offerings, and also three thousand cattle--all from the king’s own possessions. 
This was probably enough from the King’s own possessions to provide offerings for most of the people of Judah who came.

2 Chronicles 35:8 His officials also contributed voluntarily to the people and the priests and Levites. Hilkiah, Zechariah and Jehiel, the administrators of God’s temple, gave the priests twenty-six hundred Passover offerings and three hundred cattle. 
Josiah’s own officials seem to have been genuinely dedicated to seeing that this was a true nationwide Passover as prescribed by the LORD.

2 Chronicles 35:9-10 Also Conaniah along with Shemaiah and Nethanel, his brothers, and Hashabiah, Jeiel and Jozabad, the leaders of the Levites, provided five thousand Passover offerings and five hundred head of cattle for the Levites. The service was arranged and the priests stood in their places with the Levites in their divisions as the king had ordered.
As in Hezekiah’s day, the Levites were also among the foremost in trying to restore the worship. Remember, they had originally been charged by the LORD with the responsibility.

2 Chronicles 35:11-12 The Passover lambs were slaughtered, and the priests sprinkled the blood handed to them, while the Levites skinned the animals. They set aside the burnt offerings to give them to the subdivisions of the families of the people to offer to the LORD, as is written in the Book of Moses. They did the same with the cattle. 
And so everything was done as prescribed by the Book of Moses. I can’t help reflecting that it may have been more purely as the Law of Moses had originally dictated, since some traditional practices, not in the Law would have been forgotten.

2 Chronicles 35:13 They roasted the Passover animals over the fire as prescribed, and boiled the holy offerings in pots, caldrons and pans and served them quickly to all the people.
Evidently, the observation of Passover had become so unfamiliar to the people that the Levites did all the preparation themselves and served the Passover to all the people.
2 Chronicles 35:14 After this, they made preparations for themselves and for the priests, because the priests, the descendants of Aaron, were sacrificing the burnt offerings and the fat portions until nightfall. So the Levites made preparations for themselves and for the Aaronic priests. 
It seems that at this time that they had started the practice of starting the slaughter of the animals at noon on the 14th of Nisan instead of twilight. Since all these animals had to be slaughtered and cooked by the Levites in the Temple, instead of at each home or tent as specified by the Law of Moses (Exodus 12:43-49), they needed the extra six hours.

2 Chronicles 35:15-16 The musicians, the descendants of Asaph, were in the places prescribed by David, Asaph, Heman and Jeduthun the king’s seer. The gatekeepers at each gate did not need to leave their posts, because their fellow Levites made the preparations for them. So at that time the entire service of the LORD was carried out for the celebration of the Passover and the offering of burnt offerings on the altar of the LORD, as King Josiah had ordered. 
And so, at Josiah’s command and expense, the first Passover in decades was celebrated.

2 Chronicles 35:17-18 The Israelites who were present celebrated the Passover at that time and observed the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days. The Passover had not been observed like this in Israel since the days of the prophet Samuel; and none of the kings of Israel had ever celebrated such a Passover as did Josiah, with the priests, the Levites and all Judah and Israel who were there with the people of Jerusalem. 
2 Kings 23:21-22 The king gave this order to all the people: “Celebrate the Passover to the LORD your God, as it is written in this Book of the Covenant.” Not since the days of the judges  who led Israel, nor throughout the days of the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah, had any such Passover been observed.
 

This passage also points out the superiority of worship in the days of the judges as compared to the days of the Kings. As you may know this is one of my pet peeves in the teaching of the era of the Judges, that somehow the reflection “In those days Israel had no king; each man did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25) meant that things were better when every man did what the king told him to do.
2 Chronicles 35:19 This Passover was celebrated in the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign. 
2 Kings 23:23 But in the eighteenth year of King Josiah, this Passover was celebrated to the LORD in Jerusalem.

Ten years after Josiah had first become a believer, he was finally able to organize this Passover.

2 Kings 23:24 Furthermore, Josiah got rid of the mediums and spiritists, the household gods teraphim,
 the idols and all the other detestable things seen in Judah and Jerusalem. This he did to fulfill the requirements of the law written in the book that Hilkiah the priest had discovered in the temple of the LORD. 
Josiah strove to take it beyond just eliminating the apostasy of the public displays and places of idol worship. He also tried to eliminate it from the private life of Judah. He knew that was the only chance of turning away the judgment that was coming on Israel.
2 Kings 23:25 Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him who turned to the LORD as he did--with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his strength, in accordance with all the Law of Moses. 
This is a testimony of scripture that usually startles people. This puts Josiah’s faith above that of the other believing Kings of Judah like Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, Jotham, Uzziah, and Asa.
 That is no surprise. But it also puts him ahead of David. David probably ranked second, but the highest marks for him are recorded in 1 Kings 14:8b “David, - kept my commands and followed me with all his heart, to do only what was right in my eyes.
Josiah is the last of the good Kings that we will study. You will remember that except for Jotham, of who little is recorded, each of the others has at least one great failure documented. 

2 Kings 23:26 Nevertheless, the LORD did not turn away from the heat of his fierce anger, which burned against Judah because of all that Manasseh had done to provoke him to anger. 
In spite of everything that Josiah could do, his personal faith in the LORD could not make up for the lack of faith in the hearts of his people.

2 Kings 23:27 So the LORD said, “I will remove Judah also from my presence as I removed Israel, and I will reject Jerusalem, the city I chose, and this temple, about which I said, ‘There shall my Name be.’” 

As the LORD had prophesied from thirteen years before through Huldah, when Josiah first sent to find out if the curses of the Law would fall on Judah, Judah would be carried into exile, and Jerusalem and the Temple would be destroyed. However, as you may remember, it would not happen before Josiah died.
2 Chronicles 35:20 After all this, when Josiah had set the temple in order, Neco king of Egypt went up to fight at Carchemish on the Euphrates, and Josiah marched out to meet him in battle. 
2 Kings 23:29 While Josiah was king, Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt went up to the Euphrates River to help the king of Assyria. King Josiah marched out to meet him in battle, but Neco faced him and killed him at Megiddo. 
The historical background for this is that in 627 BC, a dispute over the rightful succession had plunged Assyria into civil war. At that time two of the powerful subject peoples, the Medes and the Babylonians, had risen up against their overlords. In 609 BC, the Assyrians had been overwhelmed so they retreated to the northwest corner of their territory in Harran. After that, the new King of Babylon had started to push westward and lay claim to those territories which had formerly belonged to the Assyrians. Egypt was one of those territories. Neco, now the undisputed leader of Egypt, feared the rising power of the Babylonians more than the expiring power of the Assyrians, so he had made a compact with the Assyrians to join forces and fight the Babylonians. At the time of our passage, it was his purpose to cross through the land formerly held by the Northern Kingdom on his way to join forces with Assyria. Josiah probably suspected Pharaoh Neco was only interested in claiming the former lands of the Northern Kingdom in which Josiah was now exercising power. The ensuing battle was held in the Jezreel Valley (plains of Megiddo) deep in the heart of the former Northern Kingdom.
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2 Chronicles 35:21 But Neco sent messengers to him, saying, “What quarrel is there between you and me, O king of Judah? It is not you I am attacking at this time, but the house with which I am at war. God has told me to hurry; so stop opposing God, who is with me, or he will destroy you.” 
Pharaoh Neco tried to assure Josiah that this march was in no way meant to threaten him. In fact, the “house with which he was at war” was Babylon and time was of the essence so that he could link up with the Assyrians in time. If he did, the combined forces would have a numerical advantage. If he didn’t the Babylonians could take on each of the forces one by one, and outnumber each of them. The Pharaoh claimed what he was doing was at the command of “god.” There is no difference in Hebrew between “God” referring the LORD and “gods” referring to the gods of Egypt.
 And there are no capital letters in Hebrew.
2 Chronicles 35:22 Josiah, however, would not turn away from him, but disguised himself to engage him in battle. He would not listen to what Neco had said at God’s command but went to fight him on the plain of Megiddo. 
Now Josiah is not to blame here. He was operating on what he knew. However, everything had been set in motion according to the plan of God. It was according to God’s plan that Pharaoh Neco would join the Assyrians, and that the combined armies would be soundly defeated. This destroyed Assyria forever as an independent state, and eliminated Egypt as a significant power in the Ancient Middle East.
2 Chronicles 35:23-24a Archers shot King Josiah, and he told his officers, “Take me away; I am badly wounded.” So they took him out of his chariot, put him in the other chariot he had and brought him to Jerusalem, where he died. 
2 Kings 23:30a Josiah’s servants brought his body in a chariot from Megiddo to Jerusalem and buried him in his own tomb. 

Josiah did not die because he attacked Pharaoh Neco. He died because he had done all he could do to lead Judah back to the LORD. It was now time to take him home and start the wheels turning for the judgment of Judah and Jerusalem.

2 Chronicles 35:24b He was buried in the tombs of his fathers, and all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for him. 
At least, when he died, his own people appreciated that he had been a great King.

2 Chronicles 35:25 Jeremiah composed laments for Josiah, and to this day all the men and women singers commemorate Josiah in the laments. These became a tradition in Israel and are written in the Laments. 
It is primarily from this passage that Lamentations is attributed to Jeremiah. However, I am not convinced. Lamentations was clearly written after the destruction of Jerusalem (Lamentations 5:17) some twenty plus years after the death of Josiah.
2 Chronicles 35:26-27 The other events of Josiah’s reign and his acts of devotion, according to what is written in the Law of the LORD-- all the events, from beginning to end, are written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah.

2 Kings 23:28 As for the other events of Josiah’s reign, and all he did, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Judah?

Like the rest of Kings and Chronicles, this history is just a thumbnail sketch only including the parts which the inspiration of the Holy Spirit dictated were important for our understanding of the key points of scripture.

2 Kings 23:30b And the people of the land took Jehoahaz son of Josiah and anointed him and made him king in place of his father.
And so, while Pharaoh Neco rode north with his army to meet the Assyrians, the people of Israel made Jehoahaz the king.
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� 2 Chronicles 23:13. This pillar was probably one of the two 27 foot high bronze pillars erected by Solomon at the front of the Temple (1 Kings 7:15-21). The two were named Jachin and Boaz. The name of the first, Jachin, means “He will establish.” The other was named Boaz, which was the name of the famous progenitor of David’s royal line.


� It was about 40 years from this great Passover to the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple.


� The Hebrew word translated “household gods” is µypir:T] {ter·ä·feme'}, which has been translated by various versions “household gods”, or household images.” I prefer the American Standard and Darby’s choice of transliterating the Hebrew word and using “teraphim.” Looking at the 15 occasions it occurs in scripture several things are clear. It is differentiated from a graven image five times in Judges 18:14-20, and Hosea 3:4. It is associated with foretelling the future in Zechariah 10:2, and Ezekiel 21:21. They are never mentioned in a positive light. One of them is mentioned as being part of the household of David (1 Samuel 19:13, 15). I suggest that they were more like “good luck charms.” In fact the word comes from a root word meaning “healing.”


� I am unsure if Solomon was a believer or not. There are arguments both ways.


� See Judges 6:10 as an example of both uses.
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