From the Two Kingdoms to the Exile

Lesson 19 – 2 Chronicles 30:1-32:1, 2 Kings 18:7-16
Circa 720 BC to 710 BC

In lesson 18 we studied the final fall of the Northern Kingdom of Israel at the hands of the Assyrians. The last King of Israel, Hoshea, had defied the Assyrians, expecting help from the Egyptians. It never came. Assyria laid siege to the capital city of Samaria for three years, and after finally overcoming it, they deported many of the inhabitants to the northeastern corner of the Assyrian Empire and imported many similarly conquered people from the southeastern part of their empire. This had the effect of leaving both groups disorganized and unable to mount new revolts, but still able to pay taxes. There was a long explanation about how the people of the Northern Kingdom had brought this on themselves by turning their backs on the LORD.
We then turned to the end of the evil Ahaz’s reign and the beginning of the reign of Hezekiah. Hezekiah was one of the Kings of Judah who were believers. The first thing he did was to reopen the Temple which had been closed by Ahaz for several years. We studied how there was a great effort made to sanctify the Temple, and consecrate the priests and Levites. They made great progress, but were not able to complete their work until the 16th of Nisan, the day after the Feast of Passover (Unleavened Bread) was to have been held. At this point, we can pick up our study.
2 Chronicles 30:1 Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah and also wrote letters to Ephraim and Manasseh, inviting them to come to the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover to the LORD, the God of Israel. 
The delay turned out to be a good thing because, according to Numbers 9:10-12, if people missed celebrating the Passover because of uncleanness, they could celebrate it one month later. This enabled Hezekiah to send out word, not only to the people of Judah, but to the people of the Northern Kingdom. If we compare 2 Kings 17:1 with 2 Kings 18:1 we can see that, at this time, the Northern Kingdom still had six years of existence left. The text calls the Northern Kingdom Ephraim and Manasseh because, at that time, their territory only included the former tribal lands of Ephraim and Western Manasseh.
2 Chronicles 30:2-3 The king and his officials and the whole assembly in Jerusalem decided to celebrate the Passover in the second month. They had not been able to celebrate it at the regular time because not enough priests had consecrated themselves and the people had not assembled in Jerusalem.
As previously explained.

2 Chronicles 30:4-5a The plan seemed right both to the king and to the whole assembly. They decided to send a proclamation throughout Israel, from Beersheba to Dan, calling the people to come to Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover to the LORD, the God of Israel.
To have sent the proclamation as far as Dan on what had been the far northern border of Israel demonstrates that not all the Israelites had been deported from those territories when the Assyrians under Tiglath-Pileser had first taken Galilee and Gilead from Israel.
2 Chronicles 30:5b It had not been celebrated in large numbers according to what was written. 
The Passover had not been celebrated in large numbers for some years. Very few people from the Northern Kingdom would risk the displeasure of the government to come, and increasingly fewer people of Judah had come, even before the Temple had been closed.

2 Chronicles 30:6 At the king’s command, couriers went throughout Israel and Judah with letters from the king and from his officials, which read: “People of Israel, return to the LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, that he may return to you who are left, who have escaped from the hand of the kings of Assyria.
This also agrees with the historical account of the Assyrians that only a portion of the Israelites were deported by the King of Assyria. 
2 Chronicles 30:7-8 Do not be like your fathers and brothers, who were unfaithful to the LORD, the God of their fathers, so that he made them an object of horror, as you see. Do not be stiff-necked, as your fathers were; submit to the LORD. Come to the sanctuary, which he has consecrated forever. Serve the LORD your God, so that his fierce anger will turn away from you. 
Hezekiah was also issuing a final call for the people of the Northern Kingdom to escape from the sin of Jeroboam which was to discontinue coming to Jerusalem to worship the LORD as provided by the Mosaic Law.
2 Chronicles 30:9 If you return to the LORD, then your brothers and your children will be shown compassion by their captors and will come back to this land, for the LORD your God is gracious and compassionate. He will not turn his face from you if you return to him.” 
Hezekiah was promising that the LORD would intercede with the Assyrian occupiers of most of the Northern Kingdom to allow them to come to Judah for this Passover.
2 Chronicles 30:10 The couriers went from town to town in Ephraim and Manasseh, as far as Zebulun, but the people scorned and ridiculed them. 
Most of the people who lived in those parts of the Northern Kingdom still under the rule of Hoshea (Ephraim and Western Manasseh) scorned and ridiculed the messengers, although some few did come.
2 Chronicles 30:11 Nevertheless, some men of Asher, Manasseh and Zebulun humbled themselves and went to Jerusalem.
However, some of those who lived in Assyrian occupied Asher, Zebulun, and Eastern Manasseh humbled themselves and answered the call.

2 Chronicles 30:12 Also in Judah the hand of God was on the people to give them unity of mind to carry out what the king and his officials had ordered, following the word of the LORD. 
Besides those who came from the northern tribes, the LORD moved in the heart of the people of Judah to return to the LORD.
2 Chronicles 30:13 A very large crowd of people assembled in Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread in the second month. 
The largest observance of Passover in centuries began to take place.
2 Chronicles 30:14 They removed the altars in Jerusalem and cleared away the incense altars and threw them into the Kidron Valley. 
The people themselves tore down the altars that Ahaz had built at “every street corner in Jerusalem” (2 Chronicles 28:24). They took them to the city dump.
2 Chronicles 30:15 They slaughtered the Passover lamb on the fourteenth day of the second month. The priests and the Levites were ashamed and consecrated themselves and brought burnt offerings to the temple of the LORD. 
They celebrated Passover one month later as per the Law.
2 Chronicles 30:16-17 Then they took up their regular positions as prescribed in the Law of Moses the man of God. The priests sprinkled the blood handed to them by the Levites. Since many in the crowd had not consecrated themselves, the Levites had to kill the Passover lambs for all those who were not ceremonially clean and could not consecrate [their lambs] to the LORD. 
Numbers 9:10 forbade participation in Passover in the case of having been defiled by touching a dead body. However, the only way they could be cleansed of that defilement was with the cleansing water containing the ashes of the red heifer (Numbers 19:2-13). Since the Temple had just reopened, it was impossible for most of the people to have been cleansed. Furthermore, many of them were ignorant of the requirement because of their prolonged apostasy.
2 Chronicles 30:18a Although most of the many people who came from Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun had not purified themselves, yet they ate the Passover, contrary to what was written. 
This was especially true of those who had come from outside of Judah.

2 Chronicles 30:18b-19 But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, “May the LORD, who is good, pardon everyone who sets his heart on seeking God--the LORD, the God of his fathers--even if he is not clean according to the rules of the sanctuary.” 
Hezekiah was mature enough to recognize that although the LORD had set up the ceremonial in the worship for good reasons, what He was really interested in was the hearts of those worshipping.
2 Chronicles 30:20 And the LORD heard Hezekiah and healed the people. 
The LORD honored Hezekiah’s prayer.

2 Chronicles 30:21 The Israelites who were present in Jerusalem celebrated the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days with great rejoicing, while the Levites and priests sang to the LORD every day, accompanied by the LORD’s instruments of praise. 
The great crowd from Judah and the north were greatly moved by the seven days of the Feast.
2 Chronicles 30:22 Hezekiah spoke encouragingly to all the Levites, who showed good understanding of the service of the LORD. For the seven days they ate their assigned portion and offered fellowship offerings and praised the LORD, the God of their fathers. 
Hezekiah was careful to encourage the Levites (which included the priests). Remember, during the reign of Ahaz, they had fallen from a place of respect to a place of uselessness.
2 Chronicles 30:23-24 The whole assembly then agreed to celebrate the festival seven more days; so for another seven days they celebrated joyfully. Hezekiah king of Judah provided a thousand bulls and seven thousand sheep and goats for the assembly, and the officials provided them with a thousand bulls and ten thousand sheep and goats. A great number of priests consecrated themselves. 
They were so exhilarated that they didn’t want to come down from the mountaintop. Even more of the priests, who had left their vocation during the dark years, were encouraged enough to come back.
2 Chronicles 30:25 The entire assembly of Judah rejoiced, along with the priests and Levites and all who had assembled from Israel, including the aliens who had come from Israel and those who lived in Judah. 
Even in this time of widespread apostasy in Israel and Judah, there were many aliens (Gentiles) who lived among them who had come to worship the Lord.
2 Chronicles 30:26 There was great joy in Jerusalem, for since the days of Solomon son of David king of Israel there had been nothing like this in Jerusalem. 
There had not been this kind of gathering in Jerusalem since the days when Solomon first dedicated the Temple.
2 Chronicles 30:27 The priests and the Levites stood to bless the people, and God heard them, for their prayer reached heaven, his holy dwelling place.

This was according to the LORD’s promise when the Temple was dedicated: “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place.” (2 Chronicles 7:14-15)
2 Chronicles 31:1 When all this had ended, the Israelites who were there went out to the towns of Judah, smashed the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles. They destroyed the high places and the altars throughout Judah and Benjamin and in Ephraim and Manasseh. After they had destroyed all of them, the Israelites returned to their own towns and to their own property. 
Then those who had attended the Passover destroyed the altars and high places as they went to their homes. As for those who attended from Ephraim and Manasseh, they even destroyed those in their territory, although they were likely to be punished for it. Unfortunately, they were not enough to save the Northern Kingdom from destruction. As for Judah, each generation always has to make its own decisions, and we will see that later generations rebuilt the altars and high places. 
2 Chronicles 31:2 Hezekiah assigned the priests and Levites to divisions--each of them according to their duties as priests or Levites--to offer burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, to minister, to give thanks and to sing praises at the gates of the LORD’s dwelling. 
Hezekiah was able to fully reinstate the prescribed Temple worship.
2 Chronicles 31:3 The king contributed from his own possessions for the morning and evening burnt offerings and for the burnt offerings on the Sabbaths, New Moons and appointed feasts as written in the Law of the LORD.
Although it was not his obligation under the Law to do so, in the beginning Hezekiah financed the whole operation.
2 Chronicles 31:4 He ordered the people living in Jerusalem to give the portion due the priests and Levites so they could devote themselves to the Law of the LORD. 
He did order the reinstatement of the prescribed tithes so that the priests and Levites could devote themselves to the Word.
2 Chronicles 31:5 As soon as the order went out, the Israelites generously gave the firstfruits of their grain, new wine, oil and honey and all that the fields produced. They brought a great amount, a tithe of everything. 
The people responded immediately and generously.
2 Chronicles 31:6 The men of Israel and Judah who lived in the towns of Judah also brought a tithe of their herds and flocks and a tithe of the holy things dedicated to the LORD their God, and they piled them in heaps. 
This tells us there were men of the Northern tribes who had moved to Judah (the Southern Kingdom). Those believers of the Northern tribes who lived within the borders of the Northern Kingdom would have been prevented from sending tithes.
2 Chronicles 31:7 They began doing this in the third month and finished in the seventh month.
 When Hezekiah and his officials came and saw the heaps, they praised the LORD and blessed his people Israel. 
The third month began the very day that the people got back from celebrating the extraordinary two week celebration of Passover. 
2 Chronicles 31:9-10 Hezekiah asked the priests and Levites about the heaps; and Azariah the chief priest,
 from the family of Zadok, answered, “Since the people began to bring their contributions to the temple of the LORD, we have had enough to eat and plenty to spare, because the LORD has blessed his people, and this great amount is left over.” 
The LORD blessed their harvest so that even after they gave their tithes they had a surplus.

2 Chronicles 31:11 Hezekiah gave orders to prepare storerooms in the temple of the LORD, and this was done. 
There was such a surplus that they evidently needed storage for the tithes over and above anything they had ever needed before.

2 Chronicles 31:12-15 Then they faithfully brought in the contributions, tithes and dedicated gifts. Conaniah, a Levite, was in charge of these things, and his brother Shimei was next in rank. Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismakiah, Mahath and Benaiah were supervisors under Conaniah and Shimei his brother, by appointment of King Hezekiah and Azariah the official in charge of the temple of God. Kore son of Imnah the Levite, keeper of the East Gate, was in charge of the freewill offerings given to God, distributing the contributions made to the LORD and also the consecrated gifts. Eden, Miniamin, Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah and Shecaniah assisted him faithfully in the towns of the priests, distributing to their fellow priests according to their divisions, old and young alike. 
Hezekiah organized the Levites and priests much like David had done almost three hundred years before.

2 Chronicles 31:16-17 In addition, they distributed to the males three years old or more whose names were in the genealogical records--all who would enter the temple of the LORD to perform the daily duties of their various tasks, according to their responsibilities and their divisions. And they distributed to the priests enrolled by their families in the genealogical records and likewise to the Levites twenty years old or more, according to their responsibilities and their divisions. 
They also made provision for the sons of the Levites and priests to assure that the next generation would be ready when needed. You can note here the maintenance of accurate and detailed genealogical records which survived down past the time of Christ to the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD. These proved the ancestry of Jesus of Nazareth as the son of David as recorded in Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38.

2 Chronicles 31:18 They included all the little ones, the wives, and the sons and daughters of the whole community listed in these genealogical records. For they were faithful in consecrating themselves. 
They also made provision for the families of the Levites who had consecrated themselves to the LORD.
2 Chronicles 31:19 As for the priests, the descendants of Aaron, who lived on the farm lands around their towns or in any other towns, men were designated by name to distribute portions to every male among them and to all who were recorded in the genealogies of the Levites. 
The same was done for the priests.
2 Chronicles 31:20-21 This is what Hezekiah did throughout Judah, doing what was good and right and faithful before the LORD his God. In everything that he undertook in the service of God’s temple and in obedience to the law and the commands, he sought his God and worked wholeheartedly. And so he prospered.

Hezekiah dedicated himself to restoring the LORD’s Temple according to the Law.
2 Kings 18:7-8 And the LORD was with him; he was successful in whatever he undertook. He rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not serve him. From watchtower to fortified city, he defeated the Philistines, as far as Gaza and its territory.
The LORD prospered Him. Although Assyria eventually conquered most of the Middle East, they never conquered Judah (see map).
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Assyrian Empire

2 Chronicles 18:9-10 In King Hezekiah’s fourth year, which was the seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, Shalmaneser king of Assyria marched against Samaria and laid siege to it. At the end of three years 
 the Assyrians took it. So Samaria was captured in Hezekiah’s sixth year, which was the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel. 
As we also studied last week, the Assyrians under Shalmaneser marched down and took the remaining lands of the Northern Kingdom.

2 Chronicles 18:11-12 The king of Assyria deported Israel to Assyria and settled them in Halah, in Gozan on the Habor River and in towns of the Medes. This happened because they had not obeyed the LORD their God, but had violated his covenant--all that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded. They neither listened to the commands nor carried them out.
Many of those who had worshipped the LORD at Passover a few years before would have fled to Judah.
2 Kings 18:13 In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah’s reign, Sennacherib 
 king of Assyria attacked all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them. 
Ten years later, in the 14th year of  Hezekiah, Sennacherib, the grandson of Shalmaneser attacked Judah.

2 Chronicles 32:1 After all that Hezekiah had so faithfully done, Sennacherib king of Assyria came and invaded Judah. He laid siege to the fortified cities, thinking to conquer them for himself. 

This reminds us that the life of faith is not all prosperity. In spite of the right things Hezekiah had done, eventually the LORD sent him adversity to test him.
2 Kings 18:14-16 So Hezekiah king of Judah sent this message to the king of Assyria at Lachish: “I have done wrong. Withdraw from me, and I will pay whatever you demand of me.” The king of Assyria exacted from Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold. So Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in the temple of the LORD and in the treasuries of the royal palace. At this time Hezekiah king of Judah stripped off the gold with which he had covered the doors and doorposts of the temple of the LORD, and gave it to the king of Assyria. 
It would seem that after 14 years of prosperity Hezekiah got his eyes off of the Provider and got his eyes on material things. He failed the test. He had evidently used the prosperity of the last 14 years to replace the gold of the Temple that Ahaz had stripped from the Temple (2 Kings 16:7-8) to bribe the Assyrians. Instead of relying on the LORD, he was going to rely on the gold.
� The third month to the seventh month was the season of harvest.


� This is unlikely to be the Azariah who had rebuked Uzziah in 2 Chronicles 26:20 some 40 years earlier since in the interim Uriah the High Priest had served. He was the one who had knuckled under to Ahaz and altered the Temple according to his demand in 2 Kings 16:10-16.


� As sieges go, an extraordinarily long siege.


� According to archaeological calculations, Sennacherib reigned from 705 to 681 BC. He succeeded Sargon (721 to 705 BC) who had succeeded Shalmaneser.
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