From the Two Kingdoms to the Exile

Lesson 17 – 2 Chronicles 27:1 – 28:27, 2 Kings 15:32 - 16:20
Circa 718 BC to 686 BC

In lesson 16, we studied the accession of King Uzziah to the throne of Judah after the murder of his father Amaziah. This began during the reign of Jeroboam II. He is also called Azariah in 2 Kings, but Uzziah in 2 Chronicles and the rest of the Bible. He was a man of great accomplishments, and he restored to Judah not only the control of the south of Judah and the Negev all the way down to Elath, but he also made significant inroads into the coastal plains which had been controlled by the Philistines. He built up a standing army which was both professionally equipped and professionally led. He rebuilt the defenses of Jerusalem and its threatened borders with forts. He also built up agriculture in all of the land of Judah. Unfortunately, near the end of his long 52 year reign, his great success had built up his arrogance instead of his gratitude to the LORD. It got to the point where he thought he should be able to contravene the Law of Moses and act as a priest in the Temple for himself. The LORD struck him with leprosy in the full sight of all the priests as he stood in the Holy Place, and he suffered from it until he died and was quarantined in His own house. Because of that, his son Jotham reigned as co-king until his father died and he took over as sole ruler.
In the meantime, we also studied the history of the Northern Kingdom from the accession of Jeroboam II, 27 years before the accession of Uzziah in Judah. The LORD blessed the nation of Israel with great military success during the reign Jeroboam II. The LORD had started to deliver Israel from the oppression of Aram during the reign of his father Jehoash by giving them three great victories as Elijah had prophesied. During the reign of Jeroboam II, they also regained all of their ancient lands all the way from near Mt. Hermon in the north to the shores of the Dead Sea in the south. However, after the death of Jeroboam II, the condition of Israel began to fall apart. Jeroboam’s son was assassinated, by Shallum who was then overthrown by the brutal Menahem. Menahem reigned during ten years, but he was so unpopular that he even hired the Assyrians to put down dissent in his own kingdom. After he died, his son Pekahiah succeeded him, but he only reigned two years before he was assassinated by Pekah. Pekah’s reign over Israel began the year King Uzziah died. During his reign, the Assyrians under Tiglath-Pileser returned and conquered the northern half of Israel and deported many of the people. After twenty years Pekah in his turn was assassinated by Hoshea. Then Hoshea became king during the twentieth year of Jotham, King of Judah.
At this point we can take up the story from 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles again. At this point, we are returning to the story of Judah after the death of Uzziah.
2 Chronicles 27:1-2 Jotham was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. His mother’s name was Jerusha daughter of Zadok. He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his father Uzziah had done, but unlike him he did not enter the temple of the LORD. The people, however, continued their corrupt practices. 
This phrase “he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD” is used to describe all the other “good” Kings of Judah. It was said of David (1 Kings 15:5), Asa (1 Kings 15:11), Jehoshaphat (1 Kings 22:4), Joash (2 Kings 12:2), Amaziah (2 Kings 14:3), Uzziah (2 Kings 15:3), and here, Jotham. Yet in the case of almost all of them, the books of 1 and 2 Kings are careful to point out some dreadful sins that they committed. Asa imprisoned a prophet that the LORD had sent to him. Joash killed the prophet that the LORD had sent to him, and Uzziah tried to take upon himself the function of priest for himself. Asa, Joash, and Uzziah all seem to have died as a result of the physical judgment the LORD brought on them as a result of their sins. Yet the scripture describes them as doing “what was right in the eyes of the LORD.” When I stopped to think about it, it dawned on me what this statement means. When I trusted in the LORD for my salvation through the work of my redeemer, Jesus Christ, the anointed savior of Israel and the world, it was as if it was written against my name in the Book of Life, “He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD.” This was in spite of all my sins. That is what it means when it is applied to the Kings of Judah. They had believed. They had entered into the faith of Abraham, who believed and it was credited to him for righteousness.
2 Kings 15:32 In the second year of Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel, Jotham son of Uzziah king of Judah began to reign. 
It says in 2 Kings 15:27 that Pekah became king in Israel in the fifty-second year of Azariah / Uzziah. It says in 2 Kings 15:1 that Azariah / Uzziah reigned fifty two years. So it would seem that there was a delay of up to one or two years before Jotham formally took the crown. He had already been the de facto ruler since his father had been struck with leprosy (2 Kings 15:5).

2 Kings 15:33-35 He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. His mother’s name was Jerusha daughter of Zadok.
 He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his father Uzziah had done. The high places, however, were not removed; the people continued to offer sacrifices and burn incense there. 

As had been the case from the time of Joshua, false worship continued to flourish among the people as did the LORD’s patience and mercy.
2 Chronicles 27:3 Jotham rebuilt the Upper Gate of the temple of the LORD and did extensive work on the wall at the hill of Ophel. 
2 Kings 15:35b Jotham rebuilt the Upper Gate of the temple of the LORD. 

The name “Ophel” actually means “hill” or “mound.” We learn from elsewhere that it was the long, narrow, rounded promontory on the southern slope of the temple hill (Mt. Moriah), between the Tyropoeon and the Kedron valley. Thus it would have guarded the approach to Solomon’s temple from the east. At that time, the Temple had not been built up as a fortress on its own. At that time it was the strongest point on the entire wall of Jerusalem. However, that would not come until the time of Herod (1st century BC).
2 Chronicles 27:4-6 He built towns in the Judean hills and forts and towers in the wooded areas. Jotham made war on the king of the Ammonites and conquered them. That year the Ammonites paid him a hundred talents of silver, ten thousand cors of wheat and ten thousand cors of barley. The Ammonites brought him the same amount also in the second and third years. 
During these years the powerful Assyrians had taken the parts of the Northern Kingdom which were adjacent to Ammon. Historically, the Ammonites had raided those lands and warred with Israel instead of Judah. However, they evidently didn’t want to provoke the Assyrians, so instead the provoked Judah. Jotham didn’t let them get away with it.

2 Chronicles 27:6 Jotham grew powerful because he walked steadfastly before the LORD his God. 
Although, not much space is devoted to Jotham, from this endorsement, he seems to have been one of the greatest Kings of Israel. Nothing negative is spoken about him.
2 Chronicles 27:7 The other events in Jotham’s reign, including all his wars and the other things he did, are written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah.
2 Kings 15:36-37 As for the other events of Jotham’s reign, and what he did, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Judah? (In those days the LORD began to send Rezin king of Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah against Judah.) 

Evidently, close to the end of the reign of Jotham, the Kings of Israel and Aram, probably under constant pressure from the Assyrians for greater tribute, decided they could loot the wealth of Judah, and so they joined together to raid Judah. This also gives you an idea of how far the power of both Israel and Aram had fallen. Each of them had once been regional powers and enemies, now they had combined their forces to attack Judah. This alliance is also mentioned in Isaiah 7 and 2 Kings 16.5.
2 Chronicles 27:8-9 He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. Jotham rested with his fathers and was buried in the City of David. And Ahaz his son succeeded him as king.

2 Kings 15:38 Jotham rested with his fathers and was buried with them in the City of David, the city of his father. And Ahaz his son succeeded him as king.
And so, at the young age of 41, the good King Jotham died. I suspect that like the later good King Josiah (2 Kings 22:19-20), the people of Judah needed to be disciplined and so, the LORD took Jotham home to spare him.
2 Chronicles 28:1-2 Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. Unlike David his father, he did not do what was right in the eyes of the LORD. He walked in the ways of the kings of Israel and also made cast idols for worshiping the Baals. 
2 Kings 16:1-2 In the seventeenth year of Pekah son of Remaliah, Ahaz son of Jotham king of Judah began to reign. Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. Unlike David his father, he did not do what was right in the eyes of the LORD his God. 

Although Jotham was a good man, like many good men, he was not blessed with a good son. It sometimes happens that way. Since Ahaz “did not do what was right in the eyes of the LORD,” we can conclude that he was an unbeliever. The fruits of his life certainly demonstrated it.
2 Chronicles 28:3-4 He burned sacrifices in the Valley of Ben Hinnom and sacrificed his sons in the fire, following the detestable ways of the nations the LORD had driven out before the Israelites. He offered sacrifices and burned incense at the high places, on the hilltops and under every spreading tree. 

2 Kings 16:3-4 He walked in the ways of the kings of Israel and even sacrificed his son in the fire, following the detestable ways of the nations the LORD had driven out before the Israelites. He offered sacrifices and burned incense at the high places, on the hilltops and under every spreading tree. 
His rebellion against the LORD was violent, almost unimaginable. Unfortunately, it was evidently not unacceptable to many of the people of Judah. However, the LORD had no choice, but to bring down immediate judgment on both the king and the nation.
2 Chronicles 28:5a Therefore the LORD his God handed him over to the king of Aram. The Arameans defeated him and took many of his people as prisoners and brought them to Damascus. 
2 Kings 16:5 Then Rezin king of Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel marched up to fight against Jerusalem and besieged Ahaz, but they could not overpower him. 

At this time the king of Aram and the king of Israel agreed to attack Judah at about the same time, evidently from two different directions with two different armies. The armies of Aram seem to have attacked first, and marched down from their territory to the east of what was now the territory of  Assyrians, and to the east of the Dead Sea, probably through Edom, and then approached Judah from the south, having first secured their rear by taking Elath on the Gulf of Aqaba (2 Kings 16:6 below). Although they won the later battle against Ahaz, it was not an overpowering victory, so the Arameans prudently retired the way they had come carrying their booty with them. 
2 Kings 16:6 At that time, Rezin king of Aram recovered Elath for Aram by driving out the men of Judah. Edomites then moved into Elath and have lived there to this day. 

Although the army of Aram went back home, they had routed Judah from their southern port on the Gulf of Aqaba, and when they had gone the Edomites took possession. Judah was in no position to take it back.
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Joint Attack of Israel and Aram on Judah

2 Chronicles 28:5b-6 He was also given into the hands of the king of Israel, who inflicted heavy casualties on him. In one day Pekah son of Remaliah killed a hundred and twenty thousand soldiers in Judah--because Judah had forsaken the LORD, the God of their fathers.
Second, while Judah was recovering from the defeat at the hands of the Arameans, the armies of the Northern Kingdom attacked from the north, across their common border with Judah. With the LORD against them, the powerful army of Judah was badly beaten. Uzziah had built it up to about 310,000 (2 Chronicles 26:12), so if it was still that size, almost forty percent were killed. This did not count the wounded and the captured, or the losses from the earlier battle against the army of Aram. The result was that the defeat left the population of Judah at the mercy of the army of Israel.
2 Chronicles 28:7 Zicri, an Ephraimite warrior, killed Maaseiah 
 the king’s son, Azrikam 
 the officer in charge of the palace, and Elkanah, second to the king.
This battle must have been more than halfway into the 16 year reign of Ahaz, as this son, Maaseiah, must have been at least 13 to have been old enough to have been on the battlefield, and his father died at the age of 36. If he was born when his father was just 17, that would have made the date of the battle the tenth year of his father’s reign. 
2 Chronicles 28:8 The Israelites took captive from their kinsmen two hundred thousand wives, sons and daughters. They also took a great deal of plunder, which they carried back to Samaria. 
Besides the men that they had killed, they also rounded up 200,000 women and children to take them back to Samaria as slaves.

2 Chronicles 28:9 But a prophet of the LORD named Oded 
 was there, and he went out to meet the army when it returned to Samaria. He said to them, “Because the LORD, the God of your fathers, was angry with Judah, he gave them into your hand. But you have slaughtered them in a rage that reaches to heaven. 
The slaughter at the battle seems to have gone on long after the soldiers of Judah were helpless and beaten.
2 Chronicles 28:10-11 And now you intend to make the men and women of Judah and Jerusalem your slaves. But aren’t you also guilty of sins against the LORD your God? Now listen to me! Send back your fellow countrymen you have taken as prisoners, for the LORD’s fierce anger rests on you.” 
The Law of Moses was very clearly against enslaving or kidnapping fellow Israelites.
 However, it is not as though most of the people of Israel were sticklers for following the Law.
2 Chronicles 28:12-13 Then some of the leaders in Ephraim--Azariah son of Jehohanan, Berekiah  son of Meshillemoth, Jehizkiah son of Shallum, and Amasa son of Hadlai 
--confronted those who were arriving from the war. “You must not bring those prisoners here,” they said, “or we will be guilty before the LORD. Do you intend to add to our sin and guilt? For our guilt is already great, and his fierce anger rests on Israel.” 
However, the LORD seems to have brought a sense of shame and guilt on them for what they had done to their neighbors with whom they shared the same heritage and language. The two nations had been at peace for almost 80 years, since the reign of Uzziah. Furthermore, from a practical point of view, keeping these people as slaves, when the border of their own country would have been within twenty miles, would have been nearly impossible.
2 Chronicles 28:14-15 So the soldiers gave up the prisoners and plunder in the presence of the officials and all the assembly. The men designated by name took the prisoners, and from the plunder they clothed all who were naked. They provided them with clothes and sandals, food and drink, and healing balm. All those who were weak they put on donkeys. So they took them back to their fellow countrymen at Jericho, the City of Palms, and returned to Samaria. 

The parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10 seems to echo this story in many ways. The helpers were Samaritans, their destination was Jericho.  They provided them with clothing, food, drink, and healing balm. The weak they put on donkeys. In this episode, the Israelites seemed to have arranged to hand the prisoners over to Judah at Jericho, which was an Israelite town close to the border with Judah.
2 Chronicles 28:17-18 The Edomites had again come and attacked Judah and carried away prisoners, while the Philistines had raided towns in the foothills and in the Negev of Judah. They captured and occupied Beth Shemesh, Aijalon and Gederoth, as well as Soco, Timnah and Gimzo, with their surrounding villages.

The other neighbors of Judah took advantage of their helpless condition. The Edomites raided, and the Philistines took back some of the territory they had lost during the reign of Uzziah.

2 Chronicles 28:22-23 In his time of trouble King Ahaz became even more unfaithful to the LORD. He offered sacrifices to the gods of Damascus, who had defeated him; for he thought, “Since the gods of the kings of Aram have helped them, I will sacrifice to them so they will help me.” But they were his downfall and the downfall of all Israel.

Instead of turning to the LORD, Ahaz became even more an enemy of the LORD. First, he tried appealing to the gods of Aram. Ironically, not long after that Rezin, the King of Aram was killed by the King of Assyria (2 Kings 16:9).
2 Chronicles 28:16 At that time King Ahaz sent to the king of Assyria for help. (moved verses 17-18) up to be chronologically consecutive)
When worshipping the king of Aram didn’t help, Ahaz decided to bribe the Assyrians.

2 Chronicles 28:19 The LORD had humbled Judah because of Ahaz king of Israel, for he had promoted wickedness in Judah and had been most unfaithful to the LORD. 
Ahaz refused to address the root cause of what had happened to Judah.

2 Chronicles 28:20-21 Tiglath-Pileser 
 king of Assyria came to him, but he gave him trouble instead of help. Ahaz took some of the things from the temple of the LORD and from the royal palace and from the princes and presented them to the king of Assyria, but that did not help him. 

Instead, he decided to bribe the Assyrians by sending them, among other things, many of the treasures of the Temple. Remember, at this time, Assyria had taken possession of the northern and eastern parts of the Northern Kingdom, and both it and Aram were vassal states of the Assyrians. They seem to have gone to war with Judah without the permission of Tiglath-Pileser. That was probably why Aram had taken the long roundabout march rather than march directly through Gilead to attack Judah. 
2 Kings 16:7-8 Ahaz sent messengers to say to Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, “I am your servant and vassal. Come up and save me out of the hand of the king of Aram and of the king of Israel, who are attacking me.” And Ahaz took the silver and gold found in the temple of the LORD and in the treasuries of the royal palace and sent it as a gift to the king of Assyria.
Remember, this was already after Israel and Aram had already attacked and withdrawn. He didn’t want deliverance, he wanted revenge.

2 Kings 16:9 The king of Assyria complied by attacking Damascus and capturing it. He deported its inhabitants to Kir and put Rezin to death.
This had been prophesied in Amos: Amos 1:5 “‘I will break down the gate of Damascus; I will destroy the king who is in the Valley of Aven and the one who holds the scepter in Beth Eden. The people of Aram will go into exile to Kir,’ says the LORD.”
Kir, the place of exile, was evidently on the other side of the Tigris River, about 400 miles away.
2 Kings 16:10 Then King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria. He saw an altar in Damascus and sent to Uriah the priest 
 a sketch of the altar, with detailed plans for its construction. 
After, Tiglath-Pileser had conquered Damascus, Ahaz went there to meet him. He probably also went to complete the promised payment. The altar Ahaz saw there must have been an Assyrian altar. He had been offering sacrifices to the gods of Damascus, but since the Assyrians had taken Damascus, he was prepared to start offering sacrifices to their gods.
2 Kings 16:11-12 So Uriah the priest built an altar in accordance with all the plans that King Ahaz had sent from Damascus and finished it before King Ahaz returned. When the king came back from Damascus and saw the altar, he approached it and presented offerings on it. 
This indicates that Ahaz must have spent quite some time visiting Tiglath-Pileser. He had time to send instructions back to Jerusalem and have the new altar built in the Temple LORD’s Temple. At least the previous sacrifices had not been made in the Temple. The fact that this instruction was sent to Uriah would seem to indicate that he was High Priest at that time, since only the High Priest was in charge of the Temple. His name is not listed in 1 Chronicles 6 among the descendants of Zadok who were High Priests.
 He certainly did not live up to his responsibilities.
2 Kings 16:13-14 He offered up his burnt offering and grain offering, poured out his drink offering, and sprinkled the blood of his fellowship offerings on the altar.
 The bronze altar that stood before the LORD he brought from the front of the temple--from between the new altar and the temple of the LORD--and put it on the north side of the new altar.
Ahaz’s instructions were to place his new altar front and center and move the Brazen Altar, which spoke of the suffering of the LORD’s anointed, to the side. Ahaz himself officiated at these offerings.

2 Kings 16:15 King Ahaz then gave these orders to Uriah the priest: “On the large new altar, offer the morning burnt offering and the evening grain offering, the king’s burnt offering and his grain offering, and the burnt offering of all the people of the land, and their grain offering and their drink offering. Sprinkle on the altar all the blood of the burnt offerings and sacrifices. But I will use the bronze altar for seeking guidance.” 
Ahaz substituted his new altar in the place of the bronze altar which the LORD had commanded. He did keep the bronze altar off to the side, he said, for the purpose of seeking guidance. Of course according to the Law of Moses, guidance was to be had from the word of God, and on rare occasions from the Urim and Thummim.
 However, Ahaz was not interested in guidance. He wanted a “god” that would grant him his wishes like a genie. 

2 Kings 16:16 And Uriah the priest did just as King Ahaz had ordered. 
Notice the contrast with Uzziah’s time when the priests united to oppose his entering into the Temple to offer the sacrifice (2 Chronicles 26:16-20).
2 Kings 16:17-18 King Ahaz took away the side panels and removed the basins from the movable stands. He removed the Sea from the bronze bulls that supported it and set it on a stone base. He took away the Sabbath canopy that had been built at the temple and removed the royal entryway outside the temple of the LORD, in deference to the king of Assyria. 
Evidently most of these changes were carried out to curry favor with the king of Assyria. All Ahaz really did was engender contempt.
2 Chronicles 28:24 Ahaz gathered together the furnishings from the temple of God and took them away. He shut the doors of the LORD’s temple and set up altars at every street corner in Jerusalem. 
Ahaz’s fortunes did not improve and possibly because the priests and the people who had previously worshipped at the Temple had been very unenthusiastic about his changes to the Temple at its services, Ahaz closed the Temple altogether. He set up rival altars instead, all over Jerusalem.
2 Chronicles 28:25 In every town in Judah he built high places to burn sacrifices to other gods and provoked the LORD, the God of his fathers, to anger. 

Ahaz also set up rival altars all over Jerusalem. It strikes me that Ahaz’s behavior seems manic, even insane. Some of the false religions he had been practicing used drugs in their worship and these may have increased his decline. Ahaz’s behavior was not just that of unbelief, but of a descent into madness, like that of Nero and Caligula during the Roman era. It may even indicate demon possession. He died at the young age of 36 (2 Kings 16:1-2). We are not told what he died of. He may well have committed suicide.
2 Chronicles 28:26 The other events of his reign and all his ways, from beginning to end, are written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel. Ahaz rested with his fathers and was buried in the city of Jerusalem, but he was not placed in the tombs of the kings of Israel. And Hezekiah his son succeeded him as king.

2 Kings 16:19-20 As for the other events of the reign of Ahaz, and what he did, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Judah? Ahaz rested with his fathers and was buried with them in the City of David. And Hezekiah his son succeeded him as king.

Ahaz was so despised by the people that he was not given burial in the tomb of the kings.
Assyrians








� This could refer to Zadok, the progenitor of the line of High Priests after David or his descendant who was also a High Priest (1 Chronicles 6:8,12). The name, though not uncommon in the Old Testament, seemed to have been carried mainly by men from the line of Aaron. Zadok means “righteous.”


� Maaseiah means “work of Jehovah.”


� Azrikam means “help against the enemy.”


� Oded means “restorer.”


� Deuteronomy 24:7, Leviticus 25:39-42, Leviticus 25:44.


� Azariah means "Jehovah has helped,” Jehohanan means "Jehovah has graced,” Berachiah or Berechiah means "Jehovah blesses,” Meshillemoth means "recompense,”Jehizkiah means "Jehovah has made strong,” Shallum means "retribution,” Amasa means "burden,” Hadlai means "rest of God,”


� This was Tiglath-Pileser 3rd. He ruled from 745 to 727 BC. He is widely regarded as the founder of the Neo-Assyrian Empire. His name means “thou will uncover the wonderful bond.”


� This is probably the same Uriah the priest mentioned in Isaiah 8:2. 


� There is a Uriah in the list given by Josephus in his Antiquities, Book X, Chap.8, Verse 6


� In other words, he was acting as his own priest.


� Exodus 28:30
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