Song of Songs - Lesson 5
Song 6:1 – 7:1a
In Lesson 4 we studied Chapters 4 and 5 of the Song of Songs. It contained at least two scenes which focused on the dialogue between the Bridegroom (Christ) and His Bride (believing Israel). At the end of Chapter 5 the Bride had described the beauty of the Bridegroom.

Song 6:1 Where has your lover gone, most beautiful of women? Which way did your lover turn, that we may look for him with you? 
This was the response of the daughters of Jerusalem (representing the people of Israel) to the description of the vanished Bridegroom by the Bride.
Song 6:2a My lover has gone down to his garden, to the beds of spices, 
Since we have already determined that the vanished Bridegroom spoke of Christ after His crucifixion, it seems likely that the Garden here refers to the Garden Tomb and the bed of spices referred to the seventy-five pounds of myrrh and aloes in which He was laid.
John 19:38-42 “Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jews. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.”
Song 6:2b-3 to browse in the gardens and to gather lilies. I am my lover’s and my lover is mine; he browses among the lilies. 
The other garden seen here was Paradise or Abraham’s bosom to which Jesus descended to gather those who had been waiting for God’s Messiah to finish His work and take them to Heaven with Him when His ascended there. The lilies speak of the saved of Israel. While Jesus is in Heaven He will continue to gather more “lilies” or saved souls. While He is there He will browse or commune with those who are there.
Song 6:4 You are beautiful as Tirzah, my love, comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an army with banners. NRSV
Here the Bridegroom speaks to His Bride. To Him she is beautiful. Tirzah was a beautiful spot on the slopes of Mt Hermon. To Him the Bride is pleasant to be around. Jerusalem spoke of the reconciliation of the LORD with His people. He also saw her as irresistible in the upcoming spiritual battles.
Song 6:5a Turn your eyes from me; they overwhelm me. 
The eyes of the Bride are filled with longing for the return of the Bridegroom. 
Song 6:5b-7 Your hair is like a flock of goats descending from Gilead. Your teeth are like a flock of sheep coming up from the washing. Each has its twin, not one of them is alone. Your temples behind your veil are like the halves of a pomegranate.
This is the same description of the beauty of the Bride given in Song 4:1b-3 which we saw in the previous lesson.
Song 6:8 Sixty queens there may be, and eighty concubines, and virgins beyond number; 
Queens, concubines, and virgins are usually the most desirable and attractive women in the land, but the bride surpasses them. This has nothing to do with the historical Solomon’s 700 wives (never called queens) and 300 concubines. The word for “queens” was never applied to the wives of Jewish Kings. It was applied to the Queen of Sheba, and to Vashti and Esther (Queens of Persia).
Song 6:9a but my dove, my perfect one, is unique,
The Bride here is the dove, the creation of grace, the faithful of Israel through whom the Messiah would come. Israel was unique among the nations.
Song 6:9b the only daughter of her mother, the favorite of the one who bore her. 
I think that the “mother” here is Eve. It was to her that the promise was first made that the “seed of the woman” would crush the serpent’s head. Her “only daughter” through whom the promise could come would be Israel, the Bride. And that promise of Israel would only come through one promised daughter. That daughter was Mary, the mother of the Messiah.
Song 6:9c The maidens saw her and called her blessed; the queens and concubines praised her. 
This promise to Israel and Mary was fulfilled in her conception of Jesus Christ:
Luke 1:41-42 “When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: ‘Blessed are you among women and blessed is the child you will bear!’”
Song 6:10 Who is this that looks forth like the dawn, fair as the moon, bright as the sun,  terrible as an army with banners? 
Here the Bride imagines the return of Jesus Christ, the Bridegroom. The return of Christ is associated in scripture with the dawn, the sunrise in the east.
Malachi 4:2 “But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings.” 
Luke 1:78-79 “because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.”
He will also return with the clouds of the Heavenly armies (angels). 
Daniel 7:13 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.
  He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.”

Revelation 19:11-16 “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True.
 With justice he judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron scepter.”
 He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.
He is also the bright morning star (2 Peter 1:19, Revelation 22:16).
Song 6:11 I went down to the grove of nut trees to look at the new growth in the valley, to see if the vines had budded or the pomegranates were in bloom. 
In her imagination the Bride went to see if the coming of the Bridegroom had brought fruitfulness to the land.
Song 6:12 Before I realized it, my desire set me among the royal chariots of my people. 
The desire of her imagination had taken her to the royal procession at the return of the Bridegroom. It is described elsewhere in Scripture in Psalms:
Psalms 68:24-27 “Your procession has come into view, O God, the procession of my God and King into the sanctuary. In front are the singers, after them the musicians; with them are the maidens playing tambourines. Praise God in the great congregation; praise the LORD in the assembly of Israel. There is the little tribe of Benjamin,
 leading them, there the great throng of Judah’s princes,
 and there the princes of Zebulun and of Naphtali.”

Song 6:13a Come back, come back, O Shulammite; come back, come back, that we may gaze on you!
This seems to be the response of the daughters of Jerusalem. As we note in the introduction in Lesson 2, here we have the Bride being called the “Shullamite” (Song 6:13). Shullamite and Shunammite are alternate forms of denoting a native of Shunem. In Scripture, Shunem was notable for the origin of two women. One was the woman who gave a permanent haven to the prophet Elisha. The story is told in 2 Kings 4:8-37. 
1 Kings 4:8-37 “One day Elisha went to Shunem. And a well-to-do woman was there, who urged him to stay for a meal. So whenever he came by, he stopped there to eat. She said to her husband, ‘I know that this man who often comes our way is a holy man of God. Let’s make a small room on the roof and put in it a bed and a table, a chair and a lamp for him. Then he can stay there whenever he comes to us.’ One day when Elisha came, he went up to his room and lay down there. He said to his servant Gehazi, ‘Call the Shunammite.’ So he called her, and she stood before him. Elisha said to him, ‘Tell her, ‘You have gone to all this trouble for us. Now what can be done for you? Can we speak on your behalf to the king or the commander of the army?’ She replied, ‘I have a home among my own people.’ ‘What can be done for her?’ Elisha asked. Gehazi said, ‘Well, she has no son and her husband is old.’ Then Elisha said, ‘Call her.’ So he called her, and she stood in the doorway. ‘About this time next year,’ Elisha said, ‘you will hold a son in your arms.’ ‘No, my lord,’ she objected. ‘Don’t mislead your servant, O man of God!’ But the woman became pregnant, and the next year about that same time she gave birth to a son, just as Elisha had told her. The child grew, and one day he went out to his father, who was with the reapers. ‘My head! My head!’ he said to his father. His father told a servant, ‘Carry him to his mother.’ After the servant had lifted him up and carried him to his mother, the boy sat on her lap until noon,
 and then he died. She went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, then shut the door and went out. She called her husband and said, ‘Please send me one of the servants and a donkey so I can go to the man of God quickly and return.’ ‘Why go to him today?’
 he asked. ‘It’s not the New Moon or the Sabbath.’ ‘It’s all right,’ she said. She saddled the donkey and said to her servant, ‘Lead on; don’t slow down for me unless I tell you.’ So she set out and came to the man of God at Mount Carmel. When he saw her in the distance, the man of God said to his servant Gehazi, ‘Look! There’s the Shunammite! Run to meet her and ask her, ‘Are you all right? Is your husband all right? Is your child all right?’’ ‘Everything is all right,’ she said. When she reached the man of God at the mountain, she took hold of his feet. Gehazi came over to push her away, but the man of God said, ‘Leave her alone! She is in bitter distress, but the LORD has hidden it from me and has not told me why.’ ‘Did I ask you for a son, my lord?’ she said. ‘Didn’t I tell you, ‘Don’t raise my hopes’?’ Elisha said to Gehazi, ‘Tuck your cloak into your belt, take my staff in your hand and run. If you meet anyone, do not greet him, and if anyone greets you, do not answer. Lay my staff on the boy’s face.’ But the child’s mother said, ‘As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.’ So he got up and followed her. Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the boy’s face, but there was no sound or response. So Gehazi went back to meet Elisha and told him, ‘The boy has not awakened.’ When Elisha reached the house, there was the boy lying dead on his couch. He went in, shut the door on the two of them and prayed to the LORD. Then he got on the bed and lay upon the boy, mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, hands to hands. As he stretched himself out upon him, the boy’s body grew warm. Elisha turned away and walked back and forth in the room and then got on the bed and stretched out upon him once more. The boy sneezed seven times and opened his eyes.
 Elisha summoned Gehazi and said, ‘Call the Shunammite.’ And he did. When she came, he said, ‘Take your son.’ She came in, fell at his feet and bowed to the ground. Then she took her son and went out.”
The other Shullamite (Shunammite) woman was the last bride of David who remained a virgin. The story is told in 1 Kings:

1 Kings 1:1 “When King David was old and well advanced in years,
 he could not keep warm even when they put covers over him. So his servants said to him, ‘Let us look for a young virgin to attend the king and take care of him. She can lie beside him so that our lord the king may keep warm.’
 Then they searched throughout Israel for a beautiful girl and found Abishag, a Shunammite,
 and brought her to the king. The girl was very beautiful; she took care of the king and waited on him, but the king had no intimate relations with her.”
The name of the virgin was Abishag. Abishag means, “my father was a wanderer.” This name identifies Abishag as a type of Israel. It ties to the declaration Israel was to make of itself when the LORD brought them into the land: Deuteronomy 26:5 “Then you shall declare before the LORD your God: “My father was a wandering Aramean, and he went down into Egypt with a few people and lived there and became a great nation, powerful and numerous.’”

Both stories are evocative of the mother of Jesus, the Virgin Mary who fulfilled the destiny of Israel to provide the humanity of the incarnate Christ. Mary also had a son of miraculous birth who died and was raised to life. Mary was also a virgin. 
Song 6:13b Why would you gaze on the Shulammite as on the dance of Mahanaim?
What is the significance of the dance of Mahanaim? Mahanaim is significant in the scripture as it was the place where Jacob wrestled 
 with the LORD and was given the name “Israel.” That story is told in Genesis 32.

Song 7:1a How beautiful your sandaled feet, O prince’s daughter! 
When Israel finally fulfills their role as evangelists to the world of their Messiah, they will be the greatest evangelists of all times. 144,000 of them will preach the gospel during the Tribulation (Revelation 7:3-10). Their feet will be called beautiful:

Isaiah 52:7 “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’”
Note that the Shulammite is the daughter (descendant) of a prince. The Shulammite is not only a picture of Israel, but by extension the woman who would fulfill Israel’s purpose, Mary, the daughter (descendant) of David and Nathan.
� As in earlier lessons, I have printed out the voice of the Bridegroom in blue and the voice of the Bride in red.


� Anyone who has ever seen the full display of the Milky Way can understand that the “clouds of heaven” refers to the stars or here, the angelic inhabitants of the stars.


� See Revelation 3:14. “Faithful and True” is Christ.


� Referred to in Psalm 2:9, Revelation 2:27, and Revelation 12:5.


� Of course, the tribe of Benjamin was the first to have a King of Israel. It also contains such notable saints as Mordecai and Esther. It also contained the Apostle Paul. 1 Corinthians 15:9-10 “For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.”


� From Judah came the descendants of David who were Kings and Princes. Some were great.


� Who are the princes of Zebulun and Naphtali? With reference to Messianic prophecy, Zebulon and Naphtali refers to Galilee (Matthew 4:13-16, Isaiah 9:1). All  the 12 disciples except Judas Iscariot were from Galilee. It seems clear that this is speaking of the 11 original Apostles.


� Christ was crucified at noon.


� It is clear that the woman kept to boy’s death a secret from everyone. Furthermore, she was confident that Elisha would do something extraordinary. It was at least a 60 mile round trip to Mt. Carmel, so, it would take at least 2 days to get to Elisha and back.


� My guess as to the possible typology. The boy represents Israel. The staff is the cross. No response. The two times lying on top of the boy are two thousand years. The seven sneezes, the seven years of the tribulation. Then Israel awakes to their heritage.


� He was about seventy, but evidently in poor health. 


� It is not as though David did not have other wives or concubines. Why not one of them? It seems likely that David’s servants thought this solution would appeal to David. They knew him well.


� A Shunammite is the same as a Shulammite as in Song of Solomon.


� It is also given the name Peniel.
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