Samuel thru Solomon

 Lesson 28 – 2 Samuel 19:9 – 20:25 
There is no record in 1 Chronicles of these events
We saw in lesson 27 the unfolding of the rest of Absalom’s campaign during his rebellion, from the time when he allowed David to escape across the Jordan River, to Mahanaim in Gilead, to the defeat and death of Absalom in the Forest of Ephraim. In Mahanaim, David found new allies and support and was able to raise enough men to bring his army up to 10,000 from his original one to two thousand. Joab led the actual campaign in the field and was able to flank Absalom’s army which was approaching Mahanaim, cross the Jordan, and climb into the highlands of Ephraim as if he was making a dash for Jerusalem. This lured Absalom into pursuing Joab’s army and allowed Joab’s army to choose the ground for the battle. Instead of continuing to Jerusalem, he surprised Absalom, and turned his army around under the cover of the forest, and sprang upon Absalom’s army as they were strung out, struggling up a narrow trail from the Jordan Valley. A total route ensued, and Absalom was knocked off his mule and left hanging in a tree, where Joab killed him. We then saw David, still back in Mahanaim,  receive the news of the victory and Absalom’s death with despair rather than joy. When Joab got back to Mahanaim he warned David to compose himself and encourage his army for their sacrifice, which he did. We ended the lesson with the passage: 2 Samuel 19:8a “So the king got up and took his seat in the gateway. When the men were told, ‘The king is sitting in the gateway,’ they all came before him.”
However, we will see that David’s initial reaction had still left its mark.
2 Samuel 19:8b-10 Meanwhile, the Israelites had fled to their homes. Throughout the tribes of Israel, the people were all arguing with each other, saying, “The king delivered us from the hand of our enemies; he is the one who rescued us from the hand of the Philistines. But now he has fled the country because of Absalom; and Absalom, whom we anointed to rule over us, has died in battle. So why do you say nothing about bringing the king back?” 

The word translated “country” here is אֶרֶץ {eh'·rets}, which means “land” or “earth.” David had not fled out of the “land of Israel”, but was just across the Jordan in the territory of Gad. This could have been disinformation spread by Absalom and believed by some of the tribes. Clearly, the people were used to having a king, and still wanted one. David was the only choice readily available, and he had already proven himself in battle. They didn’t want to remain in disarray before their many enemies.
2 Samuel 19:11 King David sent this message to Zadok and Abiathar, the priests: “Ask the elders of Judah, ‘Why should you be the last to bring the king back to his palace, since what is being said throughout Israel has reached the king at his quarters? You are my brothers, my own flesh and blood. So why should you be the last to bring back the king?’
Zadok and Abiathar were still in Jerusalem, where David had left them. The elders of Judah were also there, having taken possession of the city with Absalom. David sent them an offer of reconciliation.
2 Samuel 19:13 And say to Amasa, ‘Are you not my own flesh and blood? May God deal with me, be it ever so severely, if from now on you are not the commander of my army in place of Joab.’” 

To sweeten the deal, and no doubt partially to get revenge on Joab for killing Absalom, David offered the command of his army to his nephew (or great nephew) Amasa. It also seems likely that David somewhat feared Joab, who had become almost David’s equal in the control of the army. Amasa had commanded Absalom’s army made up largely of the men of Judah. Remember that Amasa’s army, with at least a four to one size advantage, had just been soundly thrashed by Joab. 
2 Samuel 19:14-15 He won over the hearts of all the men of Judah as though they were one man. They sent word to the king, “Return, you and all your men.” Then the king returned and went as far as the Jordan. Now the men of Judah had come to Gilgal 
 to go out and meet the king and bring him across the Jordan.
This won the men of Judah over, and they invited him to return to Jerusalem as king. They went to Gilgal, which was just on the western side of the Jordan from the fords where David would cross to return back to Jerusalem.
2 Samuel 19:16-17 Shimei son of Gera, the Benjamite from Bahurim, hurried 
 down with the men of Judah to meet King David. With him were a thousand Benjamites, along with Ziba, the steward of Saul’s household, and his fifteen sons and twenty servants. They rushed to the Jordan, where the king was. 

Shimei, the nephew of Saul, who had first abused David with curses and abuse in the presence of all his armed men on his flight to the Jordan River, now came down to subject himself, and the tribe of Benjamin to David. This indicates the importance of Shimei in Benjamin. He was in command of the thousand Benjamites, and was the acknowledged leader of his Uncle Saul’s tribe.
2 Samuel 19:18-20 They crossed at the ford to take the king’s household over and to do whatever he wished. When Shimei son of Gera crossed the Jordan, he fell prostrate before the king and said to him, “May my lord not hold me guilty. Do not remember how your servant did wrong on the day my lord the king left Jerusalem. May the king put it out of his mind. For I your servant know that I have sinned, but today I have come here as the first of , before 
 the whole house of Joseph 
 to come down and meet my lord the king.” 

Shimei made a humble apology before King David. We know he wasn’t a coward. We will also see by his subsequent actions that his word given, he was steadfastly loyal to David and David’s policy.
2 Samuel 19:21 Then Abishai son of Zeruiah said, “Shouldn’t Shimei be put to death for this? He cursed the LORD’s anointed.”
 David replied, “What do you and I have in common, you sons of Zeruiah? This day you have become my adversaries! Should anyone be put to death in Israel today? Do I not know that today I am king over Israel?” 

As Abishai did on their first encounter with Shimei, he demanded Shimei’s death. However, David was not about to have his orders overturned again by one of his nephews, the sons of Zeruaiah. Joab had previously done it when overturned his orders concerning Absalom and before that, Abner. Furthermore, David realized that reconciliation with the tribes would not go well if he started his return off with a revenge killing. He wanted to start off with rejoicing.
2 Samuel 19:23 So the king said to Shimei, “You shall not die.” And the king promised him on oath. 

So David promised on oath that Shimei would not die for his offense. It was an oath that he later broke by getting Solomon to swear he would kill Shimei. David might have later figured that if Solomon did it after David was dead, it would no longer constitute a breaking of David’s oath. 
2 Samuel 19:24-25 Mephibosheth, Saul’s grandson, also went down to meet the king. He had not taken care of his feet or trimmed his mustache or washed his clothes from the day the king left until the day he returned safely. When he came from Jerusalem to meet the king, the king asked him, “Why didn’t you go with me, Mephibosheth?” 

Next, with the delegation from Benjamin came Mephibosheth, who David had disinherited purely on the testimony of Mephibosheth’s steward, Ziba. Ziba had been given all of Mephibosheth’s land after he had told David that Mephibosheth had rejoiced at David’s fall. That had only been Ziba’s testimony, yet the scripture here testifies that from the day of David’s flight he had publicly showed the signs of mourning. Clearly, we can conclude that Ziba had lied, since it is his word against the Bible’s.
2 Samuel 19:26-28 He said, “My lord the king, since I your servant am lame, I said, ‘I will have my donkey saddled and will ride on it, so I can go with the king.’ But Ziba my servant betrayed me. And he has slandered your servant to my lord the king. My lord the king is like an angel of God; so do whatever pleases you. All my grandfather’s descendants deserved nothing but death 
 from my lord the king,
 but you gave your servant a place among those who sat at your table. So what right do I have to make any more appeals to the king?” 
Mephibosheth gave his account, and his appearance testified to the truth of his testimony. He also showed complete humility before the king. He figured that whatever David decided was God’s will for his life.

2 Samuel 19:29 The king said to him, “Why say more? I order you and Ziba to divide the fields.” 
So David, rather than punish Ziba’s treachery to his master, rewarded him with only half of Mephibosheth’s property. After all, in his treacherous scheme, he had aided David.
2 Samuel 19:30 Mephibosheth said to the king, “Let him take everything, now that my lord the king has arrived home safely.” 
Mephibosheth did not appeal the decision. We are not told what division David eventually enforced.
2 Samuel 19:31-38 Barzillai the Gileadite also came down from Rogelim to cross the Jordan with the king and to send him on his way from there. Now Barzillai was a very old man, eighty years of age. He had provided for the king during his stay in Mahanaim, for he was a very wealthy man. The king said to Barzillai, “Cross over with me and stay with me in Jerusalem, and I will provide for you.” But Barzillai answered the king, “How many more years will I live, that I should go up to Jerusalem with the king? I am now eighty years old. Can I tell the difference between what is good and what is not? Can your servant taste what he eats and drinks? Can I still hear the voices of men and women singers?
 Why should your servant be an added burden to my lord the king? Your servant will cross over the Jordan with the king for a short distance, but why should the king reward me in this way? Let your servant return, that I may die in my own town near the tomb of my father and mother. But here is your servant Kimham.
 Let him cross over with my lord the king. Do for him whatever pleases you.” The king said, “Kimham shall cross over with me, and I will do for him whatever pleases you. And anything you desire from me I will do for you.”
Perhaps to provide a contrast to Ziba, who helped David with his master’s goods, hoping for a reward, we have the account of Barzillai, who had given David generously of his own wealth, with no hope of a reward. At his age, he realized there was nothing that David could give that would improve his life. He had given because it was the right thing to do. However, he gave David leave to show his gratitude to another, probably his son.

2 Samuel 19:39-40 So all the people crossed the Jordan, and then the king crossed over. The king kissed Barzillai and gave him his blessing, and Barzillai returned to his home. When the king crossed over to Gilgal, Kimham crossed with him. All the troops people 
 of Judah and half the troops people of Israel had taken the king over. 
Clearly, when it says “people,” it means delegations of people from the tribe. We know Benjamin had only sent one thousand, not anywhere near all their people, and we know that delegations from Ephraim and Manasseh had not even arrived yet. So my conclusion is that of the ten tribes north of Jerusalem, which was to become known as Israel, only five delegations had arrived, including Benjamin. Nonetheless, David allowed this group, consisting largely of the tribe of Judah, to conduct David in triumph to Jerusalem. What took place then (the whole episode from 2 Samuel 19:40 to 20:3) was meant to be a victory parade from the Jordan to Jerusalem. Instead, by the time they got there, over half of the participants had left in a huff. 
2 Samuel 19:41 Soon all the men of Israel were coming to the king and saying to him, “Why did our brothers, the men of Judah, steal the king away and bring him and his household across the Jordan, together with all his men?” 
After all, it was primarily Judah that followed Absalom, and David had taken refuge in Israel (Gilead). Judah was also the last of the tribes to invite him back (2 Samuel 19:11). You can understand how the tribes of Israel were offended by the composition of the victory parade. The Bible does not record that David did anything to diffuse the matter.
2 Samuel 19:42 All the men of Judah answered the men of Israel, “We did this because the king is closely related to us. Why are you angry about it? Have we eaten any of the king’s provisions? Have we taken anything for ourselves?” 
The men of Judah only exacerbated the matter, by claiming their special relationship to the King, and seeming to accuse those Israelites who followed the King of profiting from the venture.
2 Samuel 19:43 Then the men of Israel answered the men of Judah, “We have ten shares in the king;
 and besides, we have a greater claim on David than you have. So why do you treat us with contempt? Were we not the first to speak of bringing back our king?” But the men of Judah responded even more harshly than the men of Israel.

The ill feeling only got worse.
2 Samuel 20:1 Now a troublemaker named Sheba son of Bicri,
 a Benjamite,
 happened to be there. He sounded the trumpet and shouted, “We have no share in David, no part in Jesse’s son! Every man to his tent, O Israel!” 
Finally, one man named Sheba proclaimed the resentment that the other tribes were feeling, and led a walkout.
2 Samuel 20:2 So all the men of Israel deserted David to follow Sheba son of Bicri. But the men of Judah stayed by their king all the way from the Jordan to Jerusalem. 
The men of Israel didn’t follow Sheba as King or leader, but they followed his example of going home. However, he was subsequently perceived as constituting a threat of raising a rebellion among the disgruntled tribes. The procession which had started out as a victory parade restoring David wound up about half its original size, and with most of the tribes of Israel absent.
2 Samuel 20:3 When David returned to his palace in Jerusalem, he took the ten concubines he had left to take care of the palace and put them in a house under guard. He provided for them, but did not lie with them. They were kept in confinement till the day of their death, living as widows. 
David then punished the concubines (which he shouldn’t have had in the first place) for being raped by David’s son, after David had made them stay behind at the mercy of Absalom. They were kept confined to the day of their deaths (which was probably in the reign of Solomon). None of this was according to the law of Moses, but according to the whim of David. This is just another bit of information included by the Holy Spirit in scripture that does not compliment David.
2 Samuel 20:4-5 Then the king said to Amasa, “Summon the men of Judah to come to me within three days, and be here yourself.” But when Amasa went to summon Judah, he took longer than the time the king had set for him. 
Probably after a short time David decided he needed to muster some men from Judah to compliment his standing army. He sent Amasa with the task of raising them. Evidently, the men of Judah were not responsive to their former commander and Amasa did not come back. We are not told how long David waited after the original three days had expired.
2 Samuel 20:6 David said to Abishai, “Now Sheba son of Bicri will do us more harm than Absalom did.
 Take your master’s men and pursue him, or he will find fortified cities and escape from us.” 
So David called Abishai. No doubt David’s relations with Joab were somewhat strained since David had replaced him as commander in chief with Amasa. David appointed Abishai to take the standing army which always stayed at Jerusalem and pursue Sheba before he could foment an organized resistance.
2 Samuel 20:7 So Joab’s men and the Kerethites and Pelethites and all the mighty warriors went out under the command of Abishai. They marched out from Jerusalem to pursue Sheba son of Bicri. 
The army, which were called Joab’s men, went out under the command of his brother Abishai. However, though not in charge, Joab went with them.
2 Samuel 20:8a While they were at the great rock in Gibeon, Amasa came to meet them. 
Notice that it doesn’t say that Amasa came to meet them with an army he had raised from Judah. He came to take command. You may remember that Amasa was the son of Abigail the half sister  of Joab’s mother.
 His mother was half Ammonite. His father was an Ishmaelite. Joab not only resented his replacement, who he had beaten badly at the Forest of Ephraim, but he did not trust Amasa. He had shown himself incompetent as Absalom’s commander, and he had shown himself incompetent in this affair. Furthermore, he had probably been a subordinate of Joab’s in the past. Given Joab’s past, it should be no surprise what he did here.
2 Samuel 20:8b Joab was wearing his military tunic, and strapped over it at his waist was a belt with a dagger in its sheath. As he stepped forward, it dropped out of its sheath. 
Therefore, as Joab stepped toward Amasa, he also stooped and picked up his dagger and closed with Amasa, armed yet unsuspected.
2 Samuel 20:9-10 Joab said to Amasa, “How are you, my brother?” Then Joab took Amasa by the beard with his right hand to kiss him. Amasa was not on his guard against the dagger in Joab’s hand, and Joab plunged it into his belly, and his intestines spilled out on the ground. Without being stabbed again, Amasa died. Then Joab and his brother Abishai pursued Sheba son of Bicri. 
Joab killed him with one blow, and then he and his brother did not even pause, but resumed their march, with Joab in renewed command without the appointment of David.
2 Samuel 20:11 One of Joab’s men stood beside Amasa and said, “Whoever favors Joab, and whoever is for David, let him follow Joab!” 
Joab assigned one of his men to give the troops the new command structure.
2 Samuel 20:12 Amasa lay wallowing in his blood in the middle of the road, and the man saw that all the troops came to a halt there. When he realized that everyone who came up to Amasa stopped, he dragged him from the road into a field and threw a garment over him. 
However, when Joab’s man saw it was delaying the pursuit, he just dragged Amasa out of the road and covered him up.
2 Samuel 20:13-14 After Amasa had been removed from the road, all the men went on with Joab to pursue Sheba son of Bicri. Sheba passed through all the tribes of Israel to Abel Beth Maacah and through the entire region of the Berites,
 who gathered together and followed him.
They pursued him north out of the territory Benjamin, through the territories Ephraim and Manasseh, across the Jezreel valley and through the territories of Issachar, Zebulon, and Naphtali. They went all the way to Dan, on the far northern border of Israel. It is about 26 miles north of the Sea of Galilee in the far north of Israel, about 105 miles north of Jerusalem. Evidently, as Joab marched north he was able to gather additional troops from the tribes he marched through. Finally, Sheba was able to gather some support from the “Berites” and take refuge in the fortified town of Abel Beth Maacah. We don’t know what they told the people of the city, but evidently they fabricated some story to get the support of the citizens so they would shut the gates and defend the city.
2 Samuel 20:15-16 All the troops with Joab came and besieged Sheba in Abel Beth Maacah. They built a siege ramp up to the city, and it stood against the outer fortifications. While they were battering the wall to bring it down, a wise woman called from the city, “Listen! Listen! Tell Joab to come here so I can speak to him.” 
Evidently, some smart woman in the city suspected the story of Sheba and his men, and called to the soldiers of Joab from the city walls for a parley.

2 Samuel 20:17-19 He went toward her, and she asked, “Are you Joab?” “I am,” he answered. She said, “Listen to what your servant has to say.” “I’m listening,” he said. She continued, “Long ago they used to say, ‘Get your answer at Abel,’
 and that settled it. We are the peaceful and faithful in Israel. You are trying to destroy a city that is a mother in Israel. Why do you want to swallow up the LORD’s inheritance?” 
Joab approached and was asked by the woman why he was attacking the city.

2 Samuel 20:20-22 “Far be it from me!” Joab replied, “Far be it from me to swallow up or destroy! That is not the case. A man named Sheba son of Bicri, from the hill country of Ephraim, has lifted up his hand against the king, against David. Hand over this one man, and I’ll withdraw from the city.” The woman said to Joab, “His head will be thrown to you from the wall.” Then the woman went to all the people with her wise advice, and they cut off the head of Sheba son of Bicri and threw it to Joab. So he sounded the trumpet, and his men dispersed from the city, each returning to his home. And Joab went back to the king in Jerusalem. 
Given the correct information, the citizens promptly complied and heaved Sheba’s head over the wall. Joab’s army went home, and Joab returned to David with Sheba’s head.

2 Samuel 20:23-25 Joab was over Israel’s entire army; Benaiah son of Jehoiada 
 was over the Kerethites and Pelethites; Adoniram 
 was in charge of forced labor; Jehoshaphat 
 son of Ahilud was recorder; Sheva 
 was secretary; Zadok and Abiathar were priests; and Ira the Jairite was David’s priest.

Joab was officially restored to the command of the army by David without penalty. I think there can be little doubt that David feared the power of Joab and his brother Abishai. The cabinet of David in his last years is recorded here. Many of them stayed on under Solomon.
� Gilgal had been the first camp of the Israelites after they had crossed the Jordan with Joshua.


� The Hebrew word used here is מָהַר {mä·har'}. It is the same word used to denote that Abraham hastened to prepare refreshment for the Lord and his two angels in Genesis 18:6.


� Although all the other translations, had “of” the house of Joseph. It makes no sense, as Benjamin was the brother of Joseph. Ephraim and Manasseh were the house of Joseph as they were his sons. So I looked further. The prefix translated “of”, the Hebrew prefix לְ {le} can also be translated “before” according to the Hebrew-English lexicon. This translation makes sense, as the other two great tribes of the highlands (besides Judah and Benjamin) had no representatives there.


� The “whole house of Joseph” consisted of the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh.


� In Exodus 22:28b there is no mention of a death penalty, even if that verse applied to Shimei.


� The statement is obviously not in accordance with the Law of Moses.


� This statement seems to indicate that the events of 2 Samuel 21:7-8, when David put Saul’s descendants to death, had already occurred. Mephibosheth was denying that his supposed abandonment of David’s cause had been the result of resentment of David’s action.


� This seems to indicate that the main attractions of living in the palace were fine dining and entertainment.


� A follower and probably a son of Barzillai. After this chapter, he is never mentioned again in scripture. His name means “their longing.”


� The Hebrew word here is םע {am} which means “kinsmen,” or “people.” It does not mean “troops.” That is another word entirely. Six of the other seven translations I looked at also had “people.”


� The term “ten shares in the King” indicates that there were two shares left out of the twelve tribes of Israel (which did not include Levi). The two shares left out were Judah and Simeon which had been absorbed into Judah.


� Bicri means “firstborn.” He is not mentioned in the genealogies. 


� He was a Benjamite, Saul’s tribe, but he engendered no support from his tribe. He fled all the way to Dan to find a refuge.


� The war between David and Absalom was just a personal rivalry. A war between the tribes could destroy the nation. After Solomon it did.


� The daughter of Jesse, by a different mother.


� Some have suggested that the “Berites” were the “Bicriites.” However, Bicri was a Benjamite (2 Samuel 20:1) so why they would be living so far north is unexplained. The “Berites” are never mentioned elsewhere in the Bible.


� That is Abel Beth Maacah, the town that was being besieged. In other words she was saying, “We have been known for generations as being people who sought and knew the wisdom of God and are therefore Godly people.”


� As he had been since 2 Samuel 8:18. When Solomon became King, he used Benaiah and his men to eliminate his enemies. Benaiah killed both Joab and Adonijah. Solomon made him leader of the army in Joab’s place.


� As he was under Solomon’s reign, 1 Kings 4:6 and 5:14. He was still in that position after the forty years of Solomon’s reign. He was stoned to death by the people when Solomon’s son Rehoboam, sent him out to negotiate a truce (1 Kings 12:18, 2 Chronicles 10:18).


� As he had been since 2 Samuel 8:16, and as he was under Solomon’s reign, 1 Kings 4:3.


� Sheva had replace Seraiah as secretary since 2 Samuel 8:17.


� This was a new position, not mentioned before.
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