Samuel thru Solomon

Lesson 25 – 2 Samuel 15:10-16:4
There is no record in 1 Chronicles of the whole Absalom episode
In the last lesson we saw how Absalom fled to the kingdom of his mother’s father, the country of Geshur, and spent three years there evading the consequences of his murder of his brother Amnon. Finally, Joab, David’s commander in chief, saw that David wanted to bring Absalom back and conspired with a woman from Tekoa to persuade David to forgive Absalom and bring him back to Jerusalem. However, after Absalom was pardoned of the crime and brought back, he was still not granted an audience with his father. This implied that Absalom had lost his place in the succession. This situation went on for another two years. Finally, Absalom was able to get Joab to carry a message to David, and David granted him an interview, which removed the official disgrace from Absalom. It was about this time that David must have conceived the idea of making his very young son Solomon, his successor. Solomon was not much more than seven, while Absalom was nearly thirty. This could not have pleased Absalom. He decided to take matters into his own hands and started to gather his own adherents who were disaffected with King David. For four more years he gathered his strength, and then finally was ready to spring his conspiracy. He began by removing himself from Jerusalem where David’s forces were, and going to Hebron, where the forces of his conspiracy were strongest. He excused his departure to Hebron by saying: 2 Samuel 15:8-9 “While your servant was living at Geshur in Aram, I made this vow: ‘If the LORD takes me back to Jerusalem, I will worship the LORD in Hebron.’ The king said to him, ‘Go in peace.’ So he went to Hebron.”
2 Samuel 15:10 Then Absalom sent secret messengers throughout the tribes of Israel to say, “As soon as you hear the sound of the trumpets, then say, ‘Absalom is king in Hebron.’” 
The “sound of the trumpets” would have gone before Absalom’s forces. This instruction implied that as Absalom’s army approached, his adherents should openly declare their allegiance to Absalom. This never happened on the other side of the Jordan where David took refuge.
2 Samuel 15:11 Two hundred men from Jerusalem had accompanied Absalom. They had been invited as guests and went quite innocently, knowing nothing about the matter. 
By this means Absalom effectively took captive 200 leading men in Jerusalem who were then unable to rally to David. Also, they served as hostages against the actions of their families. Living in Jerusalem, implied that most of these men were part of David’s government and would lose out in the new order of things. 
2 Samuel 15:12a While Absalom was offering sacrifices,
 
Notice the hypocrisy of Absalom. He is committing treason and contemplating fratricide, and yet he is using the LORD as his cover.
2 Samuel 15:12b he also sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s counselor, to come from Giloh, his hometown. And so the conspiracy gained strength, and Absalom’s following kept on increasing. 
Now Absalom sent for the one man in David’s government that was willing to betray David. It was Ahithophel. Why was he willing, even eager, to turn on David? He was the father of Eliam (one of David’s “mighty men”) and the grandfather of Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11:3, 2 Samuel 23:34). We can see here that he never forgave David for the shaming of his granddaughter, even though he had married her..
2 Samuel 15:13 A messenger came and told David, “The hearts of the men of Israel are with Absalom.” 
As Absalom made his progress from Hebron, 20 miles away, the tribe of Judah rallied to him, and none of the other tribes rallied to David. 
2 Samuel 15:14 Then David said to all his officials who were with him in Jerusalem, “Come! We must flee, or none of us will escape from Absalom. We must leave immediately, or he will move quickly to overtake us and bring ruin upon us and put the city to the sword.” 
It must be remembered that David did not keep a large standing army. Many of the army that did exist would have been stationed on the borders of Israel, far from Jerusalem. When David learned that Absalom was marching on Jerusalem with a substantial army, he decided that his only chance was to flee Jerusalem, so that he didn’t become surrounded there. It was a risky decision, since Jerusalem was the strongest fortification in Israel, and he had his strongest base of support there. However, he must have figured that if he escaped to the other side of the Jordan, he could use the force of his personality and knowledge of the northern tribes to rally a large army. All he had at Jerusalem was his Philistine bodyguard of the Kerethites and the Pelethites, and a mercenary force of 600 Philistines from Gath, as well as a small regular army detachment. 
2 Samuel 15:15 The king’s officials answered him, “Your servants are ready to do whatever our lord the king chooses.” 
The men of David’s government offered no argument.
2 Samuel 15:16 The king set out, with his entire household following him; but he left ten concubines to take care of the palace. 
Rather than abandon his palace to possible looting, David left behind ten of his concubines. So we therefore know that he had at least ten.
2 Samuel 15:17 So the king set out, with all the people following him, and they halted at a place some distance away. 
By some distance away, it is not speaking of miles, but perhaps several hundred yards out of the city gate. We know this because they had not yet crossed the Kidron Valley (verse 23), which is just east of Jerusalem, west of the Mt. of Olives.
2 Samuel 15:18 All his men marched past him, along with all the Kerethites and Pelethites; and all the six hundred Gittites who had accompanied him from Gath marched before the king. 
The Kerethites and Pelethites were Philistines. They were David’s bodyguard. Foreign mercenaries as bodyguards have been a policy among monarchs from time immemorial. Being foreigners, they depend solely on the favor of their monarch. The Gittites were Philistines from Gath who evidently had adhered to David since his days when he was a mercenary for the King of Gath (1 Samuel 27:2).
2 Samuel 15:19-22 The king said to Ittai the Gittite, “Why should you come along with us? Go back and stay with King Absalom. You are a foreigner, an exile from your homeland. You came only yesterday. And today shall I make you wander about with us, when I do not know where I am going? Go back, and take your countrymen. May kindness and faithfulness be with you.” But Ittai replied to the king, “As surely as the LORD lives, and as my lord the king lives, wherever my lord the king may be, whether it means life or death, there will your servant be.” David said to Ittai, “Go ahead, march on.” So Ittai the Gittite marched on with all his men and the families that were with him.
Ittai was also from Gath. He was almost certainly, the commander of the Gittite guards (2 Samuel 18:2). He had evidently come recently from Gath, and David was unsure of him. He thus tested his loyalty and found him trustworthy. He became a key commander in the upcoming conflict.
2 Samuel 15:23 The whole countryside wept aloud as all the people passed by. The king also crossed the Kidron Valley, and all the people moved on toward the desert. 
Although the people of Judah had abandoned David, evidently, the people of Jerusalem were still loyal. David and his people took the Jerusalem to Jericho road down toward the desert, and the fords of the Jordan.
2 Samuel 15:24 Zadok was there, too, and all the Levites who were with him were carrying the ark of the covenant of God. They set down the ark of God, and Abiathar offered sacrifices until all the people had finished leaving the city. 
Zadok and the Levites who ministered at the Ark followed David and brought the Ark with them.
2 Samuel 15:25-26 Then the king said to Zadok, “Take the ark of God back into the city. If I find favor in the LORD’s eyes, he will bring me back and let me see it and his dwelling place again. But if he says, ‘I am not pleased with you,’ then I am ready; let him do to me whatever seems good to him.” 
Perhaps David had polished up on his scripture enough to know that the Ark was not supposed to be carted around the country as a good luck charm. He had experienced some bad things earlier, when he hadn’t paid attention to the Law regarding the Ark. At any rate, he recognized that God was in control wherever the Ark was.
2 Samuel 15:27 The king also said to Zadok the priest, “Aren’t you a seer? Go back to the city in peace, with your son Ahimaaz and Jonathan son of Abiathar. You and Abiathar take your two sons with you. 
He sent Zadok back to the city along with the sons of Zadok. He also sent back Abiathar, his other High Priest, along with his son Jonathan. 

2 Samuel 15:28-29 I will wait at the fords 
 in the desert until word comes from you to inform me.” So Zadok and Abiathar took the ark of God back to Jerusalem and stayed there.
Zadok was to send word from Jerusalem to David at the fords of the Jordan. 
2 Samuel  15:30 But David continued up the Mount of Olives, weeping as he went; his head was covered and he was barefoot. All the people with him covered their heads too and were weeping as they went up. 
Having crossed the Kidron Valley, David’s people ascended the Mt. of Olives heading eastward.
2 Samuel 15:31 Now David had been told, “Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom.” So David prayed, “O LORD, turn Ahithophel’s counsel into foolishness.” 
Having made one good decision regarding the Ark, David made another good decision and prayed to the LORD that Ahithophel’s wise council would be replaced by foolish council. Hardly had the word gotten out of David’s mouth than the LORD presented David with an opportunity to do just that.

2 Samuel 15:32 When David arrived at the summit, where people used to worship God, Hushai the Arkite 
 was there to meet him, his robe torn and dust on his head.
 
Evidently, Hushai was another respected member of David’s council. He seems to have been an old man, who probably wouldn’t have stood the strain of the march very well.
2 Samuel 15:33-34 David said to him, “If you go with me, you will be a burden to me. But if you return to the city and say to Absalom, ‘I will be your servant, O king; I was your father’s servant in the past, but now I will be your servant,’ then you can help me by frustrating Ahithophel’s advice. 
David advised Hushai to go back to Jerusalem and be a mole inside Absalom’s council for David.

2 Samuel 15:35-37 Won’t the priests Zadok and Abiathar be there with you? Tell them anything you hear in the king’s palace. Their two sons, Ahimaaz son of Zadok and Jonathan son of Abiathar, are there with them. Send them to me with anything you hear.” So David’s friend Hushai arrived at Jerusalem as Absalom was entering the city.

So Hushai arrived back at the gates of Jerusalem just in time for it to look like he was coming out to welcome Absalom.
2 Samuel 16:1a When David had gone a short distance beyond the summit,
When David had passed the summit of the Mount of Olives the road wound steadily downward about 4000 feet, over the next 20 miles to the fords of the Jordan River.
2 Samuel 16:1b there was Ziba, the steward of Mephibosheth, waiting to meet him. He had a string of donkeys saddled and loaded with two hundred loaves of bread, a hundred cakes of raisins, a hundred cakes of figs and a skin of wine. 
The route took him through the territory of Benjamin, and only 3 miles from Saul’s old hometown, Gibeah where Ziba must have lived as the steward of Saul’s property which had been given by David to Mephibosheth (2 Samuel 9:7-13). Ziba showed up with supplies for David.
2 Samuel 16:2-3 The king asked Ziba, “Why have you brought these?” Ziba answered, “The donkeys are for the king’s household to ride on, the bread and fruit are for the men to eat, and the wine is to refresh those who become exhausted in the desert.” The king then asked, “Where is your master’s grandson?” Ziba said to him, “He is staying in Jerusalem, because he thinks, ‘Today the house of Israel will give me back my grandfather’s kingdom.’” 
In evaluating this account we must notice that the scripture does not say that Mephibosheth said this, but that Ziba said it. Later on, after David had been victorious Mephibosheth came to David and gave his account:

2 Samuel 19:24-27 “Mephibosheth, Saul’s grandson, also went down to meet the king. He had not taken care of his feet or trimmed his mustache or washed his clothes from the day the king left until the day he returned safely.
 When he came from Jerusalem to meet the king, the king asked him, ‘Why didn’t you go with me, Mephibosheth?’ He said, ‘My lord the king, since I your servant am lame, I said, ‘I will have my donkey saddled and will ride on it, so I can go with the king.’ But Ziba my servant betrayed me. And he has slandered your servant to my lord the king. My lord the king is like an angel of God; so do whatever pleases you.’”
2 Samuel 16:4 Then the king said to Ziba, “All that belonged to Mephibosheth is now yours.” “I humbly bow,” Ziba said. “May I find favor in your eyes, my lord the king.”

However, here, David convicted Mephibosheth without a trial and gave all of his property to Ziba.
Next we come to David’s encounter with one of my favorite characters in the Bible, Shimei.
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� This is a troubling phenomenon that continued throughout the history of Israel. Animal sacrifices made outside of the Tabernacle (or Temple) were strictly forbidden. Leviticus 17:3-5 “Any Israelite who sacrifices an ox, a lamb or a goat in the camp or outside of it instead of bringing it to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting to present it as an offering to the LORD in front of the tabernacle of the LORD--that man shall be considered guilty of bloodshed; he has shed blood and must be cut off from his people. This is so the Israelites will bring to the LORD the sacrifices they are now making in the open fields. They must bring them to the priest, that is, to the LORD, at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and sacrifice them as fellowship offerings.”


� The fords of the Jordan in the desert.


� The Arkites were a people from an area near the western border of Ephraim (Joshua 16:2). The root word אַרְכִּ means “lengthy.”


� The torn robe and dust were common expressions of grief.


� It doesn’t say Mephibosheth said he did this, but that he did this. The recording of the actions of mourning by Mephibosheth as fact by the scripture narrative of 2 Samuel, argues for the truth of his account over Ziba’s account in 2 Samuel 16:3. There Mephibosheth’s action are recorded merely as Ziba’s account.
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