Samuel thru Solomon

Lesson 21 – 2 Samuel  11:1 – 11:27
In lesson 20 we examined David’s remembrance of Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth twelve years after he had become King of all Israel. He gave him back the properties of his grandfather Saul and put them under the stewardship of a previous servant of Saul named Ziba. The crippled Mephibosheth in the meantime lived in the palace of David. Our account next turned to the conflict of David with the Ammonites, the only one of the neighboring states of Israel that David hadn’t subjected. When, unprovoked,  they humiliated his ambassadors to the funeral of the previous King of Ammon, war broke out. We studied how, after the Ammonites had hired an army from the King of Zobah, Joab led the army of Israel to the open country before Rabbah, the capital of Ammon, where he marshaled his troops between the army of Zobah in the open field and the army of the Ammonites before the walls of their city. After the armies of Israel drove the mercenary army of Zobah off the field, the Ammonites retreated behind their city walls, and Joab returned to Jerusalem. When David heard that the King of Zobah was leading a reorganized army through Syria, he mustered all the armies of Israel and personally led them out and destroyed the army of Zobah. That left all threats accounted for except for Ammon. It is at that point that our story resumes. It is the story of one of David’s greatest failures, it is the story of David’s failure with Bathsheba. It is only recounted in 2 Samuel, not in 1 Chronicles.
Parts of Bathsheba’s story are well known, but there are a lot of details that are often not considered. We will find those details if we make a careful examination of the major characters in the story.

The first character is King David. At the time the story opens he was about 51 years old. He had been King for twenty-one years (first of Judah for 7 years, and then of the United Tribes for the last 14 years). At this time he had seven wives and probably at least ten concubines. By these wives and concubines, he has sired 16 sons, and an unknown number of daughters. He had spent most of the last twenty-one campaigning seasons with the army securing Israel’s borders from their enemies. Before that, he had either fought for King Saul, or against the enemies of Israel while fleeing Saul for another 13 years. So, for thirty-four years he had spent much of the year on campaign, living in a tent. This year they were fighting the nation of the Ammonites, and he had decided to stay home and leave the leadership of the campaign to his chief of staff and nephew, Joab.

The second character in the story was Uriah. Uriah was a Hitttite who had left his religion and his people to follow the God of Israel and his commander David. He was one of David’s “Thirty Mighty Men,” which means he had been one of David’s most loyal and courageous men since David had been a hunted fugitive in the wilderness over twenty years earlier. The fact that, as a Hittite, he had married a granddaughter descended from aristocrats from both the tribe of Levi and the tribe of Judah indicates how warmly he was regarded by both by his wife and her relatives.

The third major character in the story was Bathsheba. Her father was Eliam (also called Ammiel), who was the son of Ahithophel. Ahithophel was one of David’s highest political councilors and was from the tribe of Judah. Bathsheba was probably in her late teens since she was the grand- daughter of Ahithophel. Bathsheba was almost certainly newly married to Uriah. Details in the story lead us to believe that she married Uriah willingly, and was happy to be his wife. The fact that she was living in a house next to the palace probably meant that she and Uriah were living in the family complex of her grandfather Ahithopel, David’s councilor.
The fourth character in the story was Joab. Joab was the son of David’s much older sister, Zeruiah, and was therefore his nephew. However, he was probably at least as old as David. Along with his two brothers, he had been with David from the beginning of his exile, and had probably served under him when David was one of Saul’s generals. Thus he was probably also a good friend of Uriah. He was David’s chief of staff, but was in charge of the campaign in Ammon.

2 Samuel 11:1a In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. 
It should be understood that for almost 10 straight years, David had been conducting foreign campaigns against his neighbors, the Philistines, Moabites, Edomites, and Arameans. It can be understood that David wanted to take spring off. He knew that Joab and Abishai were capable generals. However, the point here is that as King, David’s place was with the army, no matter how tired he was of campaigning.
2 Samuel 11:1b They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. 
We can reasonably figure that by the time the military campaign had evolved into the siege of Rabbah, at least a couple of months had passed, which brought the time to middle or late spring, about the time of Pentecost. At that time of the year, by evening, the houses, which were cooler during the day, had finally gotten uncomfortable. However, as soon as the sun went down, the temperature on the outside dropped quickly, and the rooftop patios were the most comfortable place to be. They were normally built with low walls to allow the evening breezes to reach the occupants. 
2 Samuel 11:2a One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. 
In the middle east, even today, houses are built with thick brick or earthen walls and small outside windows. This helps to insulate the interior from the heat of the sun and keep the hot outside wind and air out of the house. The heat in the house is usually ventilated upward by means of a central shaft or patio. Thus the house cools off during the nights, which can get cold in the arid climate, and retains much of the cool air during the heat of the day.  By evening, however, they have heated up and the most comfortable part of the houses are on the flat roofs which are usually appointed like porches. David’s palace would have been built this way, and being larger, and on the top of the hill, would have looked down on the roofs of the other houses nearby. For Bathsheba, her roof would have been private from every house but the palace. Since she was still childless, she was probably relatively recently wed. She may have also been new to Ahithophel’s house.
2 Samuel 11:2b The woman was very beautiful, and David sent someone to find out about her. 
We know that David had a problem with his lust for women. At this time he had at least seven other wives, although according to the Law this was not permissible: 
Deuteronomy 17:17 “ He (the King) shall not multiply wives for himself.”
 A few years later, at the time of the Absalom revolt he also had at least ten concubines (2 Samuel 15:16). This was to cost him in his family life, the respect of his children, and the respect of his officers, and his nation. Most especially it affected his spiritual life.
2 Samuel 11: 13a The man said, “Isn’t this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam 
This answer to David’s inquiry was in the form of a question. It sounds like a tactful way of David’s servant warning the King that what he was pursuing “might not” be very smart. It fell short of saying “Are you an idiot. She’s married?!”

As we have already stated, Eliam was the son of Ahithophel (2 Samuel 23:34). Ahithophel was David’s counselor who later betrayed him in the Absalom rebellion - 2 Samuel 15:12. The fact that Ahithophel later turned on David reveals how deeply Bathsheba’s family resented David’s actions. The Hebrew name Bathsheba means “daughter of an oath.”
2 Samuel 11: 13b and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 
According to 2 Samuel 23:39 and 1 Chronicles 11:41, Uriah the Hittite was one of David’s “Mighty Men” who had been with him from the beginning and been among the most courageous and loyal of his followers. His name “Uriah” means “Jehovah is light.” Since he was born a Gentile, he must have adopted this name after he converted to the worship of Jehovah and it reflected his faith. According to Genesis 10:15-20, the Hittites were a branch of the Canaanites. From the time of Abraham through to the time of Joshua, when the Israelites occupied the land, the Hittites had made up a significant portion of the Canaanites who inhabited the land. By David’s day they had been mostly driven out of the land of Israel, and had established a powerful kingdom in eastern Anatolia (Turkey). We know that according to 2 Kings 7:5-6, they were greatly feared by the Arameans (modern Syria). According to archaeology, the Hittite Empire once rivaled the power of the Egyptians, but by David’s day had become fragmented. Whether Uriah was from the Hittites of the North, or from the original Hittite inhabitants of the land we cannot know.
2 Samuel 11:4a Then David sent messengers to get her and took her. 
The Hebrew word here is לָקַח {lä·kakh'} in the Qal. which connotes a forceful taking. The KJV, ASV, Darby, NAS and Amplified translate this “and took her.”
2 Samuel 11:4b She came was brought 
 to him, and he slept with her. 
This amounted to rape. David was past 50 and the King. Bathsheba was probably in her teens. Her options were to submit without a struggle and be technically guilty of adultery, or to cry out and be technically the victim of a rape.
 She may have cried out, but the only ones who would have heard her were David’s servants who had taken her from her grandfather’s house. I don’t think any shadow of blame can be attached to Bathsheba here.
2 Samuel 11:4c (She had purified herself from her uncleanness.) Then she went back home. 
The first sentence informs us of two things. First, Bathsheba had been fastidious in her observation of the Law of cleansing. Her bathing on the roof had been in the way of purification after her monthly period (see Leviticus 15:19-23). Second, if she had just had her period, she was clearly not pregnant at that time, and because of her observation of the Law of Cleansing all her servants would know when she got pregnant that it was not by Uriah, who was out of town.
2 Samuel 11:5 The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am pregnant.” 
This passage indicates that after David had raped her she didn’t see him again until she had to send this message. One has to wonder if the course of all of David’s “courtships” followed this pattern. It doesn’t tell us how long it took Bathsheba to discover she was pregnant, and get up the courage to tell David. I expect it was a couple of months.
2 Samuel 11:6 So David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent him to David.
David concocted a plan. If he could get Uriah to come back and sleep with Bathsheba, she might explain her subsequent early delivery as just “one of those things.” He was thus entangling Bathsheba in a lie to protect him.

2 Samuel 11:7 When Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers were and how the war was going.
Uriah might have wondered why David had asked him, not Joab, but he was one of David’s most trusted men.

2 Samuel 11:8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after him. 
Obviously, David wanted Uriah to go and sleep with his wife. Perhaps the gift was meant as an under the table bribe to Bathsheba not to tell Uriah the truth.

2 Samuel 11:9 But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with all his master’s servants and did not go down to his house. 
But Uriah was an incredibly honorable and faithful servant of Israel and David. He would not go home.

2 Samuel 11:10 When David was told, “Uriah did not go home,” he asked him, “Haven’t you just come from a distance? Why didn’t you go home?” 
David couldn’t understand. Uriah had been on all the campaigns David had been on, and David had been so sick of it that he had stayed home. Yet here was Uriah, refusing to go home.

2 Samuel 11:11 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah 
 are staying in tents, and my master Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open fields. How could I go to my house to eat and drink and lie with my wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing!”
Uriah figured that if a tent in Jerusalem was good enough for the Ark of the Covenant, there was no shame in living in a tent. Uriah said that Israel and Judah were living in tents. This may mean that it was the time of the Feasts of Tabernacles in late summer, when most of Israel would be outside Jerusalem staying in tents or booths. That would fit with the timing we know. Bathsheba got impregnated in early summer. She took a month or two to realize it and inform David. Then David had to send for Uriah and have him return. That chronology would just about bring us to the time of the Feast of Tabernacles. It is possible that Uriah could just be speaking of the armies of Israel and Judah living in tents, but he described them as camping in the open fields (possibly meaning without tents). At that time of year there was no threat of rain in Ammon, as it was during the five-month dry season.
2 Samuel 11:12 Then David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next.
David enticed him to stay one day and seemed to have kept him for two.
2 Samuel 11:13 At David’s invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk. But in the evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s servants; he did not go home. 
David tried to erode Uriah’s inhibitions by making him drunk, but each night Uriah slept on his mat (sleeping bag).

2 Samuel 11:14-15 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. In it he wrote, “Put Uriah in the front line where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck down and die.” 
Finally David decided to reward Uriah’s fierce loyalty by having him murdered. 

2 Samuel 11:16-17 So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he knew the strongest defenders were. When the men of the city came out and fought against Joab, some of the men in David’s army fell; moreover, Uriah the Hittite died. 
The murder of Uriah not only killed him, but the men in his unit who were allowed to be butchered along with Uriah. At this point, we have to conclude that Uriah (the Gentile Canaanite convert) was one of the truly honorable and virtuous men who appear in the Bible. His reward on this earth for his virtue was betrayal and death at the hands of a man he admired and served loyally. However, he is honored by being mentioned in the genealogy in Matthew 1:6, and in heaven he has been enjoying great rewards for 3000 years. In heaven, perhaps, he is greater than David whose life included great disobedience and failure along with his examples of great faith, and the success and privileges God granted him.

2 Samuel 11:18-21 Joab sent David a full account of the battle. He instructed the messenger: “When you have finished giving the king this account of the battle, the king’s anger may flare up, and he may ask you, ‘Why did you get so close to the city to fight? Didn’t you know they would shoot arrows from the wall? Who killed Abimelech son of Jerub-Besheth? Didn’t a woman throw an upper millstone on him from the wall, so that he died in Thebez? Why did you get so close to the wall?’ If he asks you this, then say to him, ‘Also, your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead.’” 
The way in which Joab worded this verbal instruction to a third party strikes me as very incautious on Joab’s part. Unless the messenger was an idiot, he could have easily deduced that the loss of Uriah and his men was intentional and meant to kill Uriah. That deduction was probably passed on to the rest of Joab’s officers. Whatever, else Joab was guilty of, he was a brilliant military commander. That was his self-identity. We have seen how violently he would react when that identity was undermined. We saw it when he killed Abner, and will see it later when he will kill Amasa. I expect he could not bear to take the blemish on his record, and fully intended to let it slip that the blunder was not his fault, but David’s.
2 Samuel 11:22-25 The messenger set out, and when he arrived he told David everything Joab had sent him to say. The messenger said to David, “The men overpowered us and came out against us in the open, but we drove them back to the entrance to the city gate. Then the archers shot arrows at your servants from the wall, and some of the king’s men died. Moreover, your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead.” David told the messenger, “Say this to Joab: ‘Don’t let this upset you; the sword devours one as well as another. Press the attack against the city and destroy it.’ Say this to encourage Joab.” 
This same messenger saw David receive the news as if the death of Uriah justified it all. When he returned, it would not take long for the “scuttlebutt” to inform all the army what David had done.

2 Samuel 11:26-27a When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him. After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. 
Now the only way David could rescue the situation was to marry Bathsheba. We can’t know what David’s feelings were for Bathsheba at this time, but we do know that he seemed to have devoted more time to her than the rest of his wives during the remainder of his life. She had four sons by David. None of his other wives had more than one.
2 Samuel 11: 27b But the thing David had done displeased the LORD. 
David had not only committed the sins of murder and adultery, but he failed to acknowledge or confess his sin to the LORD. Here, we saw an example of what happened when David let unconfessed sin fester. It is also a lesson for each of us. David dug himself an even deeper hole and deceived himself into thinking that he could cover up what he had done by conspiring in Uriah’s death. All of the servants in both David’s house, and Bathsheba’s house certainly knew about David’s taking Bathsheba to his rooms on the night she got pregnant. David’s attempts to get Uriah to go home and sleep with his wife Bathsheba must also have been known to all of David’s servants as well as reported to Uriah’s comrades in the army. Uriah’s death, as a result of what was passed off as an uncharacteristic blunder by a skilled General, as well as David’s prompt marriage to Bathsheba, and the suspiciously short pregnancy of Bathsheba (no more than six months) made clear to all but the dullest wits just what David had done. He had avoided nothing. He had compounded his adultery with murder. He had made everything much worse. David murdered Uriah rather than be deal with the possible consequences, first to Bathsheba, then to himself. You have to remember, as King there was no court whose rulings he could not overturn. He had the option of appealing to Uriah’s loyalty, or failing that, buying Uriah’s silence. Instead he arranged for him to die in battle in a scheme which not only cost the life of Uriah, but all those who were with him. Of course, these were all human solutions that would have allowed David to avoid the murder of Uriah. What he should have done was to appeal to God for His mercy. Instead, he behaved as if he could manipulate his way out of his obligation to God’s justice and wound up betraying everybody. He betrayed Bathsheba, his army, his most loyal servants, his family, and himself. Of course he also betrayed God, but God would forgive him. The other betrayals he paid for the rest of his life.

Bathsheba was one of the women mentioned in the line of Christ. We know that she is in the line of Christ from Matthew:
Matthew 1:6, 16 “and Jesse the father of King David. David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife, --- and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.”
It is interesting that it is Uriah’s name that is memorialized in this passage, not Bathsheba’s. We know that Bathsheba was Solomon’s mother, and David was the father.
  She is thus mother of the line of Kings that came out of Solomon. More importantly, she was the mother of Nathan,
 Solomon’s brother, and is thus the mother of the bloodline of the humanity of Jesus Christ through Mary’s father Heli.”

We know that David’s real problem was that he had not kept current with his confession of his personal sin. If he had, he probably would not have even been on the roof that night, but would have been with the army as he should have been. When you don’t confess your sins daily (or hourly), they escalate in their gravity and consequences. We will continue the story of the results of David’s sin in the next lesson.
� The Hebrew word here is בּוֹא {bo} in the passive case. It should be translated “was brought.”


� Deuteronomy 22:23-27


� It is interesting that although the nation was united at this time, they had already begun the custom of calling them “Israel and Judah.”


� 2 Samuel 12:24 and 1 Kings 1:11.


� 1 Chronicles 3:5 “and these were the children born to him there: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan and Solomon. These four were by Bathsheba daughter of Ammiel.”


� Luke 3:31.
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