Samuel thru Solomon

Lesson 17 – 2 Samuel 6:1 - 23 (including 1 Chronicles 13:1-14, 15:1-16:3)
In the last lesson we saw the murder of Saul’s fourth and youngest son Ish-Bosheth by two of his own men who were hoping to gain favor with David. This was after the murder of Abner by Joab.  David had not punished Joab for Abner’s murder after David had agreed to a treaty of peace with Abner, so we can understand why the assassins of Ish-Bosheth thought they would be rewarded by David. However, in this case, he executed the murderers, thus reassuring the northern tribes who had previously pledged their allegiance to Ish-Bosheth, that they would be protected by the law and that no grudges would be held. All the tribes gathered at Hebron to acclaim David as King. They then marched on Jerusalem and took it from the Jebusites. They made Jerusalem David’s new capital and fortified it. At that time, the Philistines launched two successive campaigns against Israel and each culminating battle was fought as the Philistine army approached Jerusalem up the Valley of Rephaim. We studied what the Bible revealed about the tactical situation in both battles and how the LORD gave Israel great victories.
Having secured Israel against the Philistines, David decided to move the Ark to Jerusalem. It was something he had obviously had on his mind for some time. It certainly would elevate his new capital in the minds of all of Israel. Of course, Jerusalem and Mt. Zion had always figured prominently in the LORD’s greater plan.

Below I have laid out the action as both 2nd Samuel and 1st Chronicles described it. 1st Chronicles tends to give more details.
2 Samuel 6:1 David again brought together out of Israel chosen men, thirty thousand in all. 
1 Chronicles 13:1-4 David conferred with each of his officers, the commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds. He then said to the whole assembly of Israel, “If it seems good to you and if it is the will of the LORD our God, let us send word far and wide to the rest of our brothers throughout the territories of Israel, and also to the priests and Levites who are with them in their towns and pasturelands, to come and join us. Let us bring the ark of our God back to us, for we did not inquire of it during the reign of Saul.” The whole assembly agreed to do this, because it seemed right to all the people.
David assembled the leaders of Israel together and proposed that they bring back the Ark from Kiriath Jearim on the border of Judah and Philistia where it had been for over eighty years, ever since the LORD had killed seventy men of the nearby village of Beth Shemesh for an unauthorized opening of the Ark. Everyone agreed with David that it would be a good thing to bring it up. For the signal honor of accompanying the Ark, David chose thirty thousand men from every tribe of Israel.

2 Samuel 6:2 He and all his men set out from Baalah of Judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the Name, the name of the LORD of Hosts, who is enthroned between the cherubim that are on the ark.
1 Chronicles 13:5-6 So David assembled all the Israelites, from the Shihor River in Egypt 
 to Lebo Hamath,
 to bring the ark of God from Kiriath Jearim. David and all the Israelites with him went to Baalah of Judah (Kiriath Jearim) to bring up from there the ark of God the LORD, who is enthroned between the cherubim--the ark that is called by the Name.
Baalah Judah (which means lords of Judah) was another name for Kiriath Jearim, 
 as 1 Chronicles 13:6 informs us. Kiriath Jearim means “City of Trees” (See Psalms 132:6). It was a town of Judah near the western border of Benjamin (Joshua 18:11-15), about 5 miles from Beth-Shemesh. The original return of the Ark to Kiriath Jearim had evidently taken place when Samuel was still a young man (less than twenty). That is recorded in 1 Samuel:

1 Samuel 6:21-7:1 “Then they sent messengers to the people of Kiriath Jearim, saying, “The Philistines have returned the ark of the LORD. Come down and take it up to your place.” So, the men of Kiriath Jearim came and took up the ark of the LORD. They took it to Abinadab’s 
 house on the hill and consecrated Eleazar his son to guard the ark of the LORD.
The Ark had been mishandled for years, although the Law of the LORD was very specific as to how it should be handled. The ordinance for the movement of the Ark had been given in Numbers:

Numbers 4:1-8, 15, 20 “The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: ‘Take a census of the Kohathite branch of the Levites by their clans and families. Count all the men from thirty to fifty years of age who come to serve in the work in the Tent of Meeting. This is the work of the Kohathites in the Tent of Meeting: the care of the most holy things. When the camp is to move, Aaron and his sons are to go in and take down the shielding curtain and cover the ark of the Testimony with it. Then they are to cover this with hides of sea cows,
 spread a cloth of solid blue over that and put the poles in place take up the poles thereof. 
 After Aaron and his sons have finished covering the holy furnishings and all the holy articles, and when the camp is ready to move, the Kohathites are to come to do the carrying. But they must not touch the holy things or they will die. But the Kohathites must not go in to look at the holy things, even for a moment, or they will die.”
You will have noticed that the Ark wasn’t to be moved without the Tabernacle. This had been the first violation by Israel, perpetrated by the sons of Eli, and allowed by Eli when they had taken the Ark to the battle with the Philistines. Eli and his two sons, Hophni and Phinehas,
 had all died within two days, and the LORD allowed the Philistines to capture the Ark. After the Ark was returned to Beth Shemesh by the Philistines, it was returned via a cart pulled by cows but it was probably minus the poles. Then the second violation occurred when the people had ignorantly opened the Ark, which was forbidden, and the LORD had struck down seventy of them. The Bible does not record how the Ark was carried from Beth Shemesh to the house of Abinadab, but it was supposed to be done by poles borne by Kohathites, who were a clan of Levi. This was probably not done, as the poles had not been returned by the Philistines, only the Ark. However, at that time, the LORD did not punish the ignorant Philistines for the violation. David and the Israelites had no such excuse.
The ark had probably been in Kiriath Jearim about 40 years when Saul became King. Then Saul reigned for forty years until he was succeeded by David who brought the Ark up to Jerusalem after the eighth year of his reign. The only thing written about the Ark during this period was that Saul instructed the High Priest Ahijah to bring the Ark in 1 Samuel 14:18. Ahijah had never followed those instructions. By the time of this passage, the Ark had been in Kiriath Jearim, for about 87 years. Remember, its proper place was inside the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle. After the taking of the Ark by the Philistines, it never got back to the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle. It was finally moved to the new Holy of Holies which was built in Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem (1 Kings 8:1).
2 Samuel 6:3-4 They set the ark of God on a new cart and brought it from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, were guiding the new cart with the ark of God on it, and Ahio was walking in front of it.
1 Chronicles 13:7 They moved the ark of God from Abinadab’s house on a new cart, with Uzzah and Ahio guiding it. 
Uzzah and Ahio were probably “sons” of Abinadab in the Hebrew sense, which means descendants. The Ark had been with Abinadab’s house for almost ninety years making it unlikely that they were the next generation. They were probably grandsons or great-grandsons. As you may remember, Abinadab’s son Eleazar had been the original guardian.
Here the court of David was without an excuse. They had gathered 30,000 chosen men for this celebration. They had even made a new cart. They had time to prepare and think, yet no one had bothered to look in the Law of the LORD as to how to move the Ark. Obviously, the LORD needed to make a point here about the importance of His Word. David himself had no excuse. He had been the King of Judah for over eight years. If David had followed the command of Deuteronomy, he would have written down for himself the entire Law of Moses as well as read it on a daily basis:
Deuteronomy 17:18-20a “When he (the King) takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy of this law, taken from that of the priests, who are Levites. It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God and follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees and not consider himself better than his brothers and turn from the law to the right or to the left.”
2 Samuel 6:5-7 David and the whole house of Israel were celebrating with all their might before the LORD, with songs and with harps, lyres, tambourines, sistrums 
 and cymbals. When they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out and took hold of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. The LORD’s anger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent act; therefore God struck him down and he died there beside the ark of God.
1 Chronicles 13:8-10 David and all the Israelites were celebrating with all their might before God, with songs and with harps, lyres, tambourines, cymbals and trumpets. When they came to the threshing floor of Kidon, Uzzah reached out his hand to steady the ark, because the oxen stumbled. The LORD’s anger burned against Uzzah, and he struck him down because he had put his hand on the ark. So he died there before God.
The LORD’s anger burned and Uzzah was the one who was killed. It just as well could have been David, or any of the people involved with the planning. However, for the purpose of drawing attention to the fact that the LORD wasn’t pleased with what they were doing, Uzzah was the best one to strike to make the point. Of course, we shouldn’t feel sorry for Uzzah. The next instant, he was in Abraham’s bosom, also called Paradise.
2 Samuel 6:8 Then David was angry because the LORD’s wrath had broken out against Uzzah, and to this day that place is called Perez Uzzah.

1 Chronicles 13:11 Then David was angry because the LORD’s wrath had broken out against Uzzah, and to this day that place is called Perez Uzzah.
This had to have been humiliating to David, since it happened in front of 30,000 witnesses. First, David was angry with the LORD. I suppose he reasoned that he had been trying to honor the Ark. Why should the LORD be angry, just because David hadn’t bothered to pay any attention to the LORD’s Word?

2 Samuel 6:9 David was afraid of the LORD that day and said, “How can the ark of the LORD ever come to me?”
1 Chronicles 13:12 David was afraid of God that day and asked, “How can I ever bring the ark of God to me?” 
Then, David was afraid of the LORD. He was still ignorant of why the LORD was displeased.

2 Samuel 6:10 He was not willing to take the ark of the LORD to be with him in the City of David. Instead, he took it aside to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. 

1 Chronicles 13:13 He did not take the ark to be with him in the City of David. Instead, he took it aside to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. 
So, instead of taking the Ark to Jerusalem, he took it to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. So who was Obed-Edom the Gittite? The term “Gittite” most often denoted someone originally from the Philistine city of Gath. It seems improbable that David would have deposited the Ark with a Philistine. There was also a place called Gittaim (2 Samuel 4:3; Nehemiah 11:33), probably not far from Kiriath-jearim. A man from there could also have been called a Gittite. There is no reason for doubting the clear implication of 1 Chronicles that the Obed-Edom who took the Ark into his home and was specially blessed (1 Chronicles 13:14) was the Levite, who was blessed by the LORD (1 Chronicles 26:5) and later specially honored by having his family named among the gatekeepers of the Temple (1 Chronicles 26:4-5). Where there was no priestly house, a Levite’s home would have seemed the most suitable resting place for the Ark. Obed-Edom was apparently also later involved in the music of the sanctuary (1 Chron 15:21). Obed-Edom means “servant of Edom.” This was a peculiar name for a Levite. Perhaps he had been a slave of the Edomites when he was young and had been liberated.
This next gives us details of the consultation and preparation for the final bringing up of the Ark. David made sure everyone agreed. He also asked the priests and Levites to tell him if he was doing it wrong. Perhaps we can take from this the lesson that widespread ignorance of God’s Word is not just a modern problem. In this regard, you will notice that David spoke of inquiring of the Ark. That was never a function of the Ark. That was the function of the Urim and Thummim, which was in the possession of the High Priest. David should have known this since he had previously consulted the LORD by those means.
2 Samuel 6:11-12a The ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite for three months, and the LORD blessed him and his entire household. Now King David was told, “The LORD has blessed the household of Obed-Edom and everything he has, because of the ark of God.” 
1 Chronicles 13:14 The ark of God remained with the family of Obed-Edom in his house for three months, and the LORD blessed his household and everything he had.

When David saw how the LORD was blessing Obed-Edom, he determined to bring the Ark up to Jerusalem to bless his new capital. 

2 Samuel 6:12b So David went down and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with rejoicing.
1 Chronicles 15:1 After David had constructed buildings for himself in the City of David, he prepared a place for the ark of God and pitched a tent for it. 
David decided to move the Ark to Jerusalem where he pitched a tent for it on Mt. Zion. It was the place where David had buried Goliath’s skull. It was later called “the place of the skull” or “Golgotha.” Evidently, according to 2 Chronicles 8:11, for a short time before David pitched the tent for the Ark he kept it in his palace.
1 Chronicles 15:2-15 Then David said, “No one but the Levites may carry the ark of God, because the LORD chose them to carry the ark of the LORD and to minister before him forever.” David assembled all Israel in Jerusalem to bring up the ark of the LORD to the place he had prepared for it. He called together the descendants of Aaron and the Levites: From the descendants of Kohath, Uriel the leader and 120 relatives; from the descendants of Merari, Asaiah the leader and 220 relatives; from the descendants of Gershon, Joel the leader and 130 relatives; from the descendants of Elizaphan, Shemaiah the leader and 200 relatives; from the descendants of Hebron, Eliel the leader and 80 relatives; from the descendants of Uzziel, Amminadab the leader and 112 relatives. Then David summoned Zadok and Abiathar the priests, and Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel and Amminadab the Levites. He said to them, “You are the heads of the Levitical families; you and your fellow Levites are to consecrate yourselves and bring up the ark of the LORD, the God of Israel, to the place I have prepared for it. It was because you, the Levites, did not bring it up the first time that the LORD our God broke out in anger against us. We did not inquire of him about how to do it in the prescribed way.” So the priests and Levites consecrated themselves in order to bring up the ark of the LORD, the God of Israel. And the Levites carried the ark of God with the poles on their shoulders, as Moses had commanded in accordance with the word of the LORD.
1 Chronicles tells us that in the interim, David had finally consulted the Law of Moses and discovered that only the Levites could carry the Ark. On this occasion he followed the LORD’s command. Since it says that they were carrying the Ark, they obviously had made the requisite poles to carry it. These were no doubt the poles that were later in the Temple (1 Kings 8:8). They were at least 30 feet long and would have been carried by at least a dozen men.

2 Samuel 6:13 When those who were carrying the ark of the LORD had taken six steps, he sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. 
The sacrifice of the bull and fatted calf was not necessary according to the Law, but David was taking no chances. Perhaps he made them because he now realized that the Ark should never have been moved outside of the covering that was the veil of the Holy of Holies.
2 Samuel 6:14-15 David, wearing a linen ephod, danced before the LORD with all his might, while he and the entire house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouts and the sound of trumpets.
1 Chronicles 15:16-28 David told the leaders of the Levites to appoint their brothers as singers to sing joyful songs, accompanied by musical instruments: lyres, harps and cymbals. So the Levites appointed Heman son of Joel;
 from his brothers, Asaph son of Berekiah;
 and from their brothers the Merarites, Ethan son of Kushaiah; and with them their brothers next in rank: Zechariah,
 Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom and Jeiel, the gatekeepers. The musicians Heman, Asaph and Ethan were to sound the bronze cymbals; Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah and Benaiah were to play the lyres according to alamoth,
 and Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, Jeiel and Azaziah were to play the harps, directing according to sheminith.
 Kenaniah the head Levite was in charge of the singing; that was his responsibility because he was skillful at it. Berekiah and Elkanah were to be doorkeepers for the ark. Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel, Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah and Eliezer the priests were to blow trumpets before the ark of God. Obed-Edom and Jehiah were also to be doorkeepers for the ark. So David and the elders of Israel and the commanders of units of a thousand went to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD from the house of Obed-Edom, with rejoicing. Because God had helped the Levites who were carrying the ark of the covenant of the LORD, seven bulls and seven rams were sacrificed. Now David was clothed in a robe of fine linen, as were all the Levites who were carrying the ark, and as were the singers, and Kenaniah, who was in charge of the singing of the choirs. David also wore a linen ephod. So all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the LORD with shouts, with the sounding of rams’ horns and trumpets, and of cymbals, and the playing of lyres and harps.
By now, we should understand that just because David did something, did not mean it was informed by God’s Word. However, here we know he was on solid ground, as music and dancing in worship are authorized by Psalm 150:1-6:
Psalms 150:1-6 “Praise the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens. Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness. Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, praise him with tambourine and dancing, praise him with the strings and flute, praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals. Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD.”
2 Samuel 6:16 As the ark of the LORD was entering the City of David, Michal daughter of Saul watched from a window. And when she saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD, she despised him in her heart. 
1 Chronicles 15:29 As the ark of the covenant of the LORD was entering the City of David, Michal daughter of Saul watched from a window. And when she saw King David dancing and celebrating, she despised him in her heart.
Remember, David had taken six wives after Michal had saved his life at the risk of her own when he had fled Saul under the cover of her lie to her father. It was not long before this event that David had forced Michal to leave her loving husband to whom she had been married for ten years. It is little wonder that at this time Michal’s feelings toward David were not warm.
2 Samuel 6:17 They brought the ark of the LORD and set it in its place inside the tent that David had pitched for it, and David sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings before the LORD. 
1 Chronicles 16:1 They brought the ark of God and set it inside the tent that David had pitched for it, and they presented burnt offerings and fellowship offerings before God. 
You will notice that David did not take the Ark back to the Tabernacle or move the Tabernacle to Jerusalem. He left the Tabernacle in Gibeon, along with its furniture, and put the Ark of the LORD in its own Tent in Jerusalem, with its own Levites and a separate High Priest as we see below:
1 Chronicles 16:4 “He appointed some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, to make petition, to give thanks, and to praise the LORD, the God of Israel.
1 Chronicles 16:39-40 “David left Zadok the priest and his fellow priests before the tabernacle of the LORD at the high place in Gibeon to present burnt offerings to the LORD on the altar of burnt offering regularly, morning and evening, in accordance with everything written in the Law of the LORD, which he had given Israel.”
Evidently, petition, thanks, and praise were to be offered in Jerusalem, and sacrifices and offering could be made in Gibeon at the Tabernacle. One must wonder how they conducted some aspects of the Day of Atonement that required the altar to be where the Ark was.

2 Samuel 6:18-19 After he had finished sacrificing the burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD of Hosts. Then he gave a loaf of bread, a cake of dates and a cake of raisins to each person in the whole crowd of Israelites, both men and women. And all the people went to their homes.
1 Chronicles 16:2-3 After David had finished sacrificing the burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD. Then he gave a loaf of bread, a cake of dates and a cake of raisins to each Israelite man and woman.
David did his best to get all the people involved in the joyful occasion. Strictly speaking it would have been more appropriate to have the High Priest bless the people than the King. However, it became an established custom in the future.
2 Samuel 6:20 When David returned home to bless (salute) 
 his household, Michal daughter of Saul came out to meet him and said, “How the king of Israel has distinguished himself today, disrobing in the sight of the slave girls of his servants as any vulgar fellow would!” 
When David returned to greet his family, which by this time probably included more than six other wives and sons, Michal could not hold her tongue. She made the mistake of saying what she felt. The episode described in 1 Samuel 6:20-23 concerning Michal is not described in 1 Chronicles.
2 Samuel 6:21-22 David said to Michal, “It was before the LORD, who chose me rather than your father or anyone from his house when he appointed me ruler over the LORD’s people Israel--I will celebrate before the LORD. I will become even more undignified than this, and I will be humiliated in my own eyes. But by these slave girls you spoke of, I will be held in honor.”
As far as I can see David retorted from pride and not from grace. He then made a prediction. “I will be humiliated in my own eyes.” We will see that was a prophecy fulfilled in the Bathsheba affair. Afterward, he said of himself in Psalm 51:3 “For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.”
2 Samuel 6:23 And Michal daughter of Saul had no children to the day of her death.
The implication is that since David had many other wives, he never touched Michal again. David is not a role model! It is true that he never turned to other “Gods,” but he could vacillate in one day from heights (as when he danced) to depths (as he did afterward with Michal). However, it must be admitted that by this time, there was no way he could have mended his marriage relationships. He couldn’t divorce his other wives who had married him in good faith. He might have let Michal go back to her second husband, but he was too proud to do that. The consequences of his failures in marriage played out in the rest of his life and in the lives of his wives and children. He was a disaster as both a husband and father. This entire episode is presented without comment as is typical of the Old Testament history. We should always be careful in drawing the conclusion that everything that David did was wise or commendable just because it was David. If we wish to evaluate David’s conduct, we need to use the Law of the LORD as our yardstick.
� The Sihor River was considered the southern border of Israel and the tribe of Judah.


� Lebo Hamath was a place near Mt. Hermon that was on the northeastern border of Israel (Numbers 34:7).


� See also Psalms 132:6. 


� Abinadab means “father of nobleness”


� This referred to a type of dugong or manatee that live in the Red Sea and Persian Gulf. The hides are pure white.


� This is the more accurate translation. Also acceptable: “lay hands on the poles thereof.” The translation of the NIV and most other translations contradicts scripture. Exodus made it clear that the poles were never to be removed. Exodus 25:12-15 Cast four gold rings for it and fasten them to its four feet, with two rings on one side and two rings on the other. 25:13 Then make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. Insert the poles into the rings on the sides of the chest to carry it.  The poles are to remain in the rings of this ark; they are not to be removed.


� 1 Samuel 4:10-18.


� The Hebrew word used here is מַנְעַנְעִים (Heb. mena‘an‘im). This term occurs only here. This seems to refer to an instrument that is to be shaken, perhaps the sistrum, a rattle of Sumerian origin, which consisted of a handle and a frame with jingling crossbars.


� “Perez” is the Hebrew word פֶּרֶץ {peh'·rets} which means “outburst.”


� The cover of the Ark and the two angels on top of it were to be made of solid gold (Exodus 25:17-21.  Considering its dimensions, the cover must have used at least a cubic foot of gold (if not two) which weighs 1,260 pounds. 


� Heman wrote Psalms 88.


� Asaph was the man who later wrote twelve of the Psalms under the title “Psalm of Asaph.” They are Psalms 50, and 73 through 83.


� This Zechariah son of Berakiah was later murdered in the Temple during Solomon’s reign and was referred to by Jesus in Matthew 23:35.


� Alamoth - means virgins, it was also a musical term (1 Chr. 15:20), denoting that this Psalm was to be sung by soprano or female voices.


� Sheminith eight; octave, a musical term, supposed to denote the lowest note sung by men’s voices.


� The Hebrew word here is בָּרַךְ {bä·rak'} which in this context means more like the English word “salute” which is defined as “to address with expressions of kind wishes, courtesy, or honor.” It does not mean David was conferring blessings from the LORD. Only the LORD Himself can do that.
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