Numbers – Lesson 3
Numbers 8:1– 10:36
In the last lesson we studied chapters 4 through 7 of the Book of Numbers. It dealt with the census of the men from the three families of the Levites who were eligible to serve. They had to be between 30 and 50 years of age. We also studied the respective responsibilities of those men and those families for the service and transportation of the Tabernacle. There were also instructions for quarantining of those with infectious diseases and instructions on how to deal with the restitution for wrongs and the dealing with a husband’s suspicion of his wife’s unfaithfulness. There were also given instructions for the carrying out of a Nazirite vow. Finally we read of the identical special gifts of the twelve tribes for the dedication of the Tabernacle. 
In this lesson we begin with the account of how Aaron set up the Tabernacle according to the LORD’s instructions.
Numbers 8:1 The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to Aaron and say to him, ‘When you set up the seven lamps, they are to light the area in front of the lampstand.’” Aaron did so; he set up the lamps so that they faced forward on the lampstand, just as the LORD commanded Moses. 
The lamps in the lampstand obviously were constructed so that their light was directed in one particular direction rather than all around in a 360 degree circle. They were to be pointed toward the front or the outside world. Perhaps each of the seven lamps had a reflective surface which could direct the way the light shone. We know from Revelation 1 that the seven lamps came to represent the Church. The direction of the lamps aptly represented Christ’s admonition to the Church in Matthew:
Matthew 28:19-20a “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”
Numbers 8:4 This is how the lampstand was made: It was made of hammered gold--from its base to its blossoms. The lampstand was made exactly like the pattern the LORD had shown Moses. 
As we studied in the LORD’s instructions in Exodus 25 and 37, the lampstand was to be shaped like an almond tree in bloom, not like a menorah.
Numbers 8:5-7 The LORD said to Moses: “Take the Levites from among the other Israelites and make them ceremonially clean. To purify them, do this: Sprinkle the water of cleansing on them; then have them shave their whole bodies and wash their clothes, and so purify themselves. 
This first ritual of purification and sanctification involved bathing and shaving off all of the Levite’s existing hair. Clearly, this only applied to male Levites who were to serve the Tabernacle.
Numbers 8:8 Have them take a young bull with its grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil; then you are to take a second young bull for a sin offering.
First there were two bulls brought forward to be offered as well as a grain offering.
Numbers 8:9 And you shalt bring the Levites before the tabernacle of the congregation meeting:
 and you shalt gather the whole assembly 
 of the children of Israel together. KJV

I have substituted the superior King James translation. The term “the assembly of the children” evidently referred to a large representative body of the Israelites which consisted of “leaders of hundreds.” 
Numbers 8:10-11 You are to bring the Levites before the LORD, and the Israelites are to lay their hands on them. Aaron is to present the Levites before the LORD as a wave offering from the Israelites, so that they may be ready to do the work of the LORD.
This suggests that all of the Levites who were part of the census of those who could serve (men aged 30 to 50) were to pass in front of, at least representatives of, all families of all the tribes. These must have laid their hands on them as they passed by. It hardly seems possible that all 603,550 of the Israelite men in the census could have physically laid their hands on the 8,580 Levites. However, the symbolism conveyed the fact that the Israelites were to be represented before the LORD by the Levites.
Numbers 8:12 “After the Levites lay their hands on the heads of the bulls, use the one for a sin offering to the LORD and the other for a burnt offering, to make atonement for the Levites. 
The Levites were then to lay their hands on the heads of two bulls to be sacrificed. This represented fact that, symbolically, the sacrificial bulls were taking on the sins of all of Israel. The bulls’ sacrificial death then represented the real atoning sacrifice for sins that the LORD had promised to make in the person of the promised “one seed” (Christ) all the way back in Genesis.
Numbers 8:13 Have the Levites stand in front of Aaron and his sons and then present them as a wave offering 
 to the LORD. In this way you are to set the Levites apart from the other Israelites, and the Levites will be mine.
This was to finalize the selection of the Levites who, with about 15,000 men over 20 years old, 
 were by far the smallest tribe in Israel. They made up about 1/40th of total the population of Israel, half the size of the next smallest tribe, which was Manasseh.
Numbers 8:15-18 “After you have purified the Levites and presented them as a wave offering, they are to come to do their work at the Tent of Meeting. They are the Israelites who are to be given wholly to me. I have taken them as my own in place of the firstborn, the first male offspring from every Israelite woman. Every firstborn male in Israel, whether man or animal, is mine. When I struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, I set them apart for myself. And I have taken the Levites in place of all the firstborn sons in Israel.
Remember, the Levites had been chosen as the ransom for the first born in Numbers 3:11-13, thus they represented Christ, the LORD’s ransom and could represent Him in the service of the Tabernacle. 
Numbers 8:19 Of all the Israelites, I have given the Levites as gifts to Aaron and his sons to do the work at the Tent of Meeting on behalf of the Israelites and to make atonement for them so that no plague will strike the Israelites when they go near the sanctuary.” 
If the Levites hadn’t been set apart as representatives of the LORD’s ransom, Christ, they couldn’t have approached the LORD in the sanctuary. This was a presentation of the theme that runs throughout Scripture that apart from being identified with Christ’s death and righteousness, none could stand in the LORD’s presence.
Numbers 8:20-22 Moses, Aaron and the whole Israelite community did with the Levites just as the LORD commanded Moses. The Levites purified themselves and washed their clothes. Then Aaron presented them as a wave offering before the LORD and made atonement for them to purify them. After that, the Levites came to do their work at the Tent of Meeting under the supervision of Aaron and his sons. They did with the Levites just as the LORD commanded Moses. 
After all that was commanded was done, the Levites commenced their work in the Tabernacle.
Numbers 8:23 The LORD said to Moses, “This applies to the Levites: Men twenty-five years old or more shall come to take part in the work at the Tent of Meeting, but at the age of fifty, they must retire from their regular service and work no longer. 
This provided the age at which the Levites could perform the heavy labor of setting up, tearing down, and carrying the Tabernacle. This also included other tasks such as supplying wood and water. You may notice that men between twenty-five and thirty years of age were to serve even though they weren’t counted in the census of the Levites.
Numbers 8:26 They may assist their brothers in performing their duties at the Tent of Meeting, but they themselves must not do the work. This, then, is how you are to assign the responsibilities of the Levites.”
This implies that the men over fifty could give directions but not do any physical labor. I expect this is good advice for any fifty year old man of any race or any time in history. It may be worth noting that the youngest age at which a Levite was to be counted was thirty. That was the age that Jesus Christ began His ministry (Luke 3:23).
Numbers 9:1 The LORD spoke to Moses in the Desert of Sinai in the first month of the second year after they came out of Egypt. 
The Israelites had set the Tabernacle up for the first time on the first day of that month (Exodus 40:17).
Numbers 9:1b-5 He said, “Have the Israelites celebrate the Passover at the appointed time. Celebrate it at the appointed time, at twilight on the fourteenth day of this month, in accordance with all its rules and regulations.” So Moses told the Israelites to celebrate the Passover, and they did so in the Desert of Sinai at twilight on the fourteenth day of the first month. The Israelites did everything just as the LORD commanded Moses.
Strictly speaking according to the Mosaic Law, “Passover” occurs at twilight (when darkness was falling) on the fourteenth. Passover was the moment when the Passover Lamb was slain. Immediately following was the Feast of Unleavened Bread which begins as soon as the night began on the fifteenth day of the first Jewish month. Today, the term “Passover” seems to be used to speak of the fifteenth when the “Passover meal” is eaten.
Numbers 9:6-12 But some of them could not celebrate the Passover on that day because they were ceremonially unclean on account of a dead body. So they came to Moses and Aaron that same day and said to Moses, “We have become unclean because of a dead body, but why should we be kept from presenting the LORD’s offering with the other Israelites at the appointed time?” Moses answered them, “Wait until I find out what the LORD commands concerning you.” Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites: ‘When any of you or your descendants are unclean because of a dead body or are away on a journey, they may still celebrate the LORD’s Passover. They are to celebrate it on the fourteenth day of the second month at twilight. They are to eat the lamb, together with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. They must not leave any of it till morning or break any of its bones. When they celebrate the Passover, they must follow all the regulations. 
When the first Passover was celebrated some could not participate because of ritual uncleanness. They were given a second day to celebrate it, a month later. I suppose that all those in the camp who had been unclean at the first Passover gathered together in groups to eat the meal. That way, each small group could eat the whole lamb as commanded on the second date. However, only the unclean out of each family would be prevented from observing the first Passover date. 
Numbers 9:13 But if a man who is ceremonially clean and not on a journey fails to celebrate the Passover, that person must be cut off from his people because he did not present the LORD’s offering at the appointed time. That man will bear the consequences of his sin. 
This made clear the signal importance of celebrating the ritual of Passover. That was because it symbolized the one event which would free them from the consequences of sin, the death of Christ which occurred at an early falling of darkness on Passover in 30 AD. This does not say that a person who was on a journey, or unclean on both dates had to bear the penalty. Proper observance required one’s presence before the Tabernacle or Temple:

Deuteronomy 16:2 “Sacrifice as the Passover to the LORD your God an animal from your flock or herd at the place the LORD will choose as a dwelling for his Name.”

In later times when the Jews were living separated from the Temple by several days’ or weeks’ travel, that seemed to be regarded as being in a permanent state of being on a journey. 
Numbers 9:14 “‘An alien living among you who wants to celebrate the LORD’s Passover must do so in accordance with its rules and regulations. You must have the same regulations for the alien and the native-born.’” 
The observance of Passover was not forbidden to aliens. This spoke of the principal that Christ died for the sins of the whole world, not just the Israelites.
Numbers 9:15-16 On the day the tabernacle, the Tent of the Testimony, was set up, the cloud covered it. From evening till morning the cloud above the tabernacle looked like fire. That is how it continued to be; the cloud covered it, and at night it looked like fire. 
From the first day that the Tabernacle was set up, whenever it was in place, the cloud which gave forth light was over it. During the day, evidently the light dimmed in the sunlight. When the people were on the move and the Tabernacle was not set up, the cloud went before them.
Numbers 9:17-18 Whenever the cloud lifted from above the Tent, the Israelites set out; wherever the cloud settled, the Israelites encamped. At the LORD’s command the Israelites set out, and at his command they encamped. As long as the cloud stayed over the tabernacle, they remained in camp.
The fact that the people were to go on the march was always signalized by the movement of the cloud from over the Tabernacle to whichever direction the people were to move.
Numbers 9:19-22 When the cloud remained over the tabernacle a long time, the Israelites obeyed the LORD’s order and did not set out. Sometimes the cloud was over the tabernacle only a few days; at the LORD’s command they would encamp, and then at his command they would set out. Sometimes the cloud stayed only from evening till morning, and when it lifted in the morning, they set out. Whether by day or by night, whenever the cloud lifted, they set out. Whether the cloud stayed over the tabernacle for two days or a month or a year, the Israelites would remain in camp and not set out; but when it lifted, they would set out. 
Sometimes the people only stopped for a day. Sometimes they stopped for a month or a year. This last seems to describe what happened during their later 39 year long journey around the desert waiting for the time when the LORD would take them into the Land of Promise. 
Numbers 9:23 At the LORD’s command they encamped, and at the LORD’s command they set out. They obeyed the LORD’s order, in accordance with his command through Moses.

This seems to indicate that when the cloud was about to move, Moses would give the people advance warning.
Numbers 10:1-3 The LORD said to Moses: “Make two trumpets of hammered silver, and use them for calling the community together and for having the camps set out. When both are sounded, the whole community is to assemble before you at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 
Here the LORD prescribed the method of signaling the camp. Trumpets were to be significant in religious ceremonials as well. There were two type of “trumpets” found in connection with worship in the Old Testament. The first are those here which were made of silver or brass which were called חֲצֹצְרָה {khats·ō·tser·ä'}. There were also trumpets made out of ram’s horns sometimes called the שׁוֹפָר {shō·far'}.
The gathering of the whole community was signaled by the sounding of both trumpets.
Numbers 10:4 If only one is sounded, the leaders--the heads of the clans thousands of Israel--are to assemble before you. 
The Hebrew word translated “clans” by the NIV is אֶלֶף {eh'·lef}. It means “thousands.” In this context it refers to the administrative divisions set up by Moses in Exodus when they had first arrived at Mt. Sinai:
Exodus 18:21 “But select capable men from all the people--men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain--and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens.”

There would have been about six hundred of these as there were 603,550 men in the census. The signal for gathering only the heads of the thousands was the blast of only one of the trumpets.
Numbers 10:5 When a trumpet blast is sounded, the tribes camping on the east are to set out. 
After the gathering of the leaders, the tribes would prepare to move. When all were prepared another trumpet blast would be made and the first camp would set out. That would have been Judah, the camp to the east of the Tabernacle.
Numbers 10:6-7 At the sounding of a second blast, the camps on the south are to set out. The blast will be the signal for setting out. 
Then, after the camp of Judah and its three tribes had gotten on the road, the second blast of the trumpets would sound, and its three tribes of the southern camp, the camp of Reuben would move out. Presumably the same procedure would be followed by the final two camps. Next would be the camp of Ephraim and the camp of Dan. The setting out of the Levites evidently wouldn’t be signaled by the trumpets, probably because they were the ones who were blowing the trumpets. As described in verses 17 and 21, the Gershonites and Merarites joined in the line of march after the camp of Judah. The Kohathites joined in the line of march after the camp of Reuben.
Numbers 10:7 To gather the assembly, blow the trumpets, but not with the same signal. 
There seems to have been a whole range of signals the trumpets could give. Perhaps there was a different sequence of blasts or a different range of musical notes. The “assembly” seems to have been a larger group than the leaders of the “thousands.”  It may have included all the leaders of the “hundreds.” That would have meant the “assembly” included about six thousand men.
Numbers 10:8-9 “The sons of Aaron, the priests, are to blow the trumpets. This is to be a lasting ordinance for you and the generations to come. When you go into battle in your own land against an enemy who is oppressing you, sound a blast on the trumpets. Then you will be remembered by the LORD your God and rescued from your enemies. 
The trumpets would also be used to open a battle to remind them to trust in the LORD. As we shall see, later when they went into their first battle the people had left the priests and the trumpets behind.
Numbers 10:10 Also at your times of rejoicing--your appointed feasts and New Moon festivals--you are to sound the trumpets over your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, and they will be a memorial for you before your God. I am the LORD your God.” 
The trumpets were also to be used in their religious ceremonials. Eventually, they became part of the musical support for the singing of the Psalms.
Numbers 10:11-12 On the twentieth day of the second month of the second year, the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle of the Testimony. Then the Israelites set out from the Desert of Sinai and traveled from place to place until the cloud came to rest in the Desert of Paran. 
One year, one month, and six days after the Israelites had left Egypt, they headed west back toward the southern approaches of the Promised Land. The Desert of Paran was the location of Kadesh Barnea where the Jews sent out the spies and spent a long time. The next chapters will give us more details of their journey to that location.
Numbers 10:13-16 They set out, this first time, at the LORD’s command through Moses. The divisions of the camp of Judah went first, under their standard. Nahshon son of Amminadab was in command. Nethanel son of Zuar was over the division of the tribe of Issachar, and Eliab son of Helon was over the division of the tribe of Zebulun. 
The order of the tribes of the Camp of Judah was Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun, the order in which they had encamped.
Numbers 10:17 Then the tabernacle was taken down, and the Gershonites and Merarites, who carried it, set out. 
Next after these tribes were the Levitical clans of Gershon and Merari carrying the hide tent and cloth walls connected to the Tabernacle and the Outer Court as well as all of the timber connected with their support. Of course this group of Levites included their wives and children, their herds and all their personal effects.
Numbers 10:18-20 The divisions of the camp of Reuben went next, under their standard. Elizur son of Shedeur was in command. Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai was over the division of the tribe of Simeon, and Eliasaph son of Deuel was over the division of the tribe of Gad. 
The order of the tribes of the Camp of Reuben was Reuben, Simeon, and Gad, the order in which they had encamped.
Numbers 10:21 Then the Kohathites set out, carrying the holy things. The tabernacle was to be set up before they arrived. 
Next after the tribes of the Camp of Reuben was the Levitical clan of Kohath. They were carrying the “Holy Things” on their shoulders. These included the Ark of the Covenant, the Table of Shewbread, the Golden Altar of Incense, the Gold Lampstand, the Bronze Altar, and all the articles pertaining to the worship in the Tabernacle. These were all covered and carried on poles or frames as we studied in the previous lesson. This group of Levites also included their wives and children, their herds and all their personal effects. By the time the Kohathites arrived where the Pillar of Cloud had stopped, the Courtyard and Tabernacle would have been set up and ready for the installation of the “Holy Things.” The entire Tabernacle could be set up by the Gershonites and Merarites by the time the Kohathites had marched to the site. This helps indicate how long the train of march was. When the Kohathites arrived, the “Holy Things” could be carried in to be unwrapped by Aaron and his two sons.
Numbers 10:22-24 The divisions of the camp of Ephraim went next, under their standard. Elishama son of Ammihud was in command. Gamaliel son of Pedahzur was over the division of the tribe of Manasseh, and Abidan son of Gideoni was over the division of the tribe of Benjamin. 
The order of the tribes of the Camp of Ephraim was Ephraim, Manasseh, and Benjamin, the order in which they had encamped.
Numbers 10:25-28 Finally, as the rear guard for all the units, the divisions of the camp of Dan set out, under their standard. Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai was in command. Pagiel son of Ocran was over the division of the tribe of Asher, and Ahira son of Enan was over the division of the tribe of Naphtali. This was the order of march for the Israelite divisions as they set out. 
Finally, last came the Camp of Dan. The order of the tribes of the Camp of Dan was Dan, Asher, and Naphtali, the order in which they had encamped.
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Above is a visual of the order of march of the tribes. Of course we should remember that besides the people and their belongings, they were also taking with them their herds, which I imagine were alongside the tribe to which they belonged. These must have numbered in the millions.
Numbers 10:29 Now Moses said to Hobab son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law, “We are setting out for the place about which the LORD said, ‘I will give it to you.’ Come with us and we will treat you well, for the LORD has promised good things to Israel.” 
In our modern English way of speaking Reuel was actually Moses’ grandfather-in-law, as Jethro was his father-in-law. Hobab thus seems to have been Jethro’s brother. He seems to have stayed at the camp of the Israelites after Jethro had first visited Moses in Exodus 18. Jethro had returned to Midian, but Hobab, who must have accompanied Jethro when he went to Moses, stayed. Hobab was the father of the Kenites, who lived with the Israelites at least into the time of the Judges (Judges 4:11). They were probably eventually absorbed into them.
Numbers 10:30 He answered, “No, I will not go; I am going back to my own land and my own people.”
Although Hobab had undoubtedly been impressed by what he saw of the God of Israel, we can see that at first, Hobab decided to go back to the land where he had an inheritance.
Numbers 10:31-32 But Moses said, “Please do not leave us. You know where we should camp in the desert, and you can be our eyes. If you come with us, we will share with you whatever good things the LORD gives us.” 
Moses promised them that they would share in the inheritance the LORD gave them. Since they had not been numbered in the census, they would not have been affected by the curse that later came upon the rebellious Israelites.
The statement regarding the place of the camp seems strange at first, since the LORD determined where they would camp. We should remember that the Israelite camp would have covered many square miles around the central Tabernacle. The people of Hobab could have given the separate Israelite tribal camps advice as to how to avoid camping near desert quicksand, or dry gullies that might flash-flood.
Numbers 10:33a So they set out from the mountain of the LORD and traveled for three days.
The first leg of their journey lasted three days. It may have taken that long after that for the rearguard to finally arrive at the camp.
Numbers 10:33b The ark of the covenant of the LORD went before them set out in their presence during those three days to find them a place to rest. 
I have substituted the correct literal translation. Although there could be an argument for the NIV translation if it stood alone, there is a better argument for the one I have given. Clearly, the Ark could not have been in the front of the column if it was being carried by the Kohathites in the middle of the column. 
Numbers 10:34 The cloud of the LORD was over them by day when they set out from the camp. 
As the Israelites traveled through the desert, the LORD covered them with what amounted to a parasol to protect them what would have been oppressive heat. The LORD also opened up the clouds and poured down rain on them as needed as Judges remembered:
Judges 5:4 “O LORD, when you went out from Seir, when you marched from the land of Edom, the earth shook, the heavens poured, the clouds poured down water.”
Numbers 10:35-36 Whenever the ark set out, Moses said, “Rise up, O LORD! May your enemies be scattered; may your foes flee before you.” Whenever it came to rest, he said, “Return, O LORD, to the countless thousands of Israel.”

These were the prayers that Moses made whenever the Ark set out. Remember, whenever the Ark went forth, the pillar of cloud and fire rose up from over the Tabernacle and went before the line of march of the Israelites to lead them. Whenever the Ark was at rest in the Tabernacle the pillar of cloud and fire returned and rested upon it.
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� The Hebrew word here is מוֹעֵד {mō·ād'}. For some unknown reason it is usually translated “the congregation” when it follow the words “Tabernacle of.” Otherwise the word means “meeting or appointed.” It comes from the root word יָעַד {yä·ad'} which has been variously translated “meet, together, assemble, appointed.” I think “tabernacle of meeting” makes more sense as it was where the Israelites would meet the LORD. The ASV, NAS, NRSV all have this translated “tent of meeting.”


� The other translations translate the word עֵדָה {ā·dä'} as a verb (assemble) when it is a noun (assembly). The difference in meaning is important. The “assembly of the Children of Israel” was evidently a representative body probably consisting of “the leaders of thousands” or about six hundred men.  On the other hand, the translation “assemble the whole Israelite community” indicates at least all six hundred thousand of the men if not over two million.


� Normally, a wave offering was held up by hand and waved before the LORD. Here, I suppose, the Levites waved their own hands.


� 22,273 Levites were over one year old and 8,580 were between 30 and 50 according to Numbers 3:43 and Numbers 4:47-48. I think an estimate of 15,000 over 20 is probably generous.
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