The Messianic Psalms – Psalms of the Christ
Psalms 97, 98, and 102
Lesson 12
In this lesson we will cover three Messianic Psalms, 97, 98, and 102. Psalm 97 and Psalm 98 are both Psalms which are about the Messiah but speak of Christ in the third person (He). The first two Psalms are clearly marked as Messianic by subject matter and are about Jesus Christ in aspects of both His First and Second Advent. Psalm 102 is clearly marked as Messianic by the fact that it is cited as such in the New Testament and is also about Jesus Christ in aspects of His Second Advent.
Psalms 97
There is no superscription for this Psalm to tell us who wrote it, or when it was written. It could have been written anytime between the time of Moses and Malachi (1450 BC to 450 BC). It can be characterized as Messianic because it clearly speaks of the Second Advent of Christ when He returns to reign on the earth.
Psalms 97:1 The LORD reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice. 
The proclamation “the LORD reigns” is very like the proclamation in Revelation at the Second Advent of Christ. It is recorded in Revelation 19:6 “Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: ‘Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns.’”
Psalms 97:2 Clouds and thick darkness surround him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. 
Most of the time in the Old Testament, the Hebrew word עָנָן {ä·nän'} used for “clouds” here is associated with the presence of the LORD, as in the “pillar of cloud” that led the children of Israel in the Exodus (Exodus 13:21). The foundation of the throne of Jesus Christ was His cross where He established his righteousness and justice beyond question. At that point, He was surrounded by darkness (Matthew 27:45).
Psalms 97:3 Fire goes before him and consumes his foes on every side. 
This describes the destruction of the demonic and human armies by the LORD’s army at the end of the Tribulation as described in Joel and Ezekiel:
Joel 2:1-3 “Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who live in the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming. It is close at hand-- a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness. Like dawn spreading across the mountains a large and mighty army comes, such as never was of old nor ever will be in ages to come. Before them fire devours, behind them a flame blazes. Before them the land is like the garden of Eden, behind them, a desert waste-- nothing escapes them.”
Ezekiel 32:3-7 “‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: ‘With a great throng of people I will cast my net over you,
 and they will haul you up in my net. I will throw you on the land and hurl you on the open field. I will let all the birds of the air settle on you and all the beasts of the earth gorge themselves on you. I will spread your flesh on the mountains and fill the valleys with your remains. I will drench the land with your flowing blood all the way to the mountains, and the ravines will be filled with your flesh. When I snuff you out, I will cover the heavens and darken their stars; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon will not give its light.’”

See also Isaiah 30:27-28 and Revelation 14:14-20, among others.
Psalms 97:4 His lightning lights up the world; the earth sees and trembles. 
This also is described in the account of Christ’s second coming in Matthew:

Matthew 24:27 “For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.” 
 
Psalms 97:5 The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the Lord of all the earth. 
2 Peter has this description of the same event:

2 Peter 3:10-12 “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens (skies) will disappear with a roar; the elements 
 will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.”
Psalms 97:6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all the peoples see his glory.
The scene presented here is consistent with everything we know about the second coming of Christ. Daniel 7 gives us an example:

Daniel 7:13-14 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory, and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” 
Psalms 97:7 All who worship images are put to shame, those who boast in idols-- worship him, all you gods! 
At the time of the end of the Tribulation, all those fallen angels who had masqueraded as “gods” will have been cast down to the earth (Revelation 6:13, Revelation 12:4, Isaiah 34:4). They will all be involved in this last battle and utterly thrown down.

Psalms 97:8-9 Zion hears and rejoices and the villages of Judah are glad because of your judgments, O LORD. For you, O LORD, are the Most High over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods. 

This rejoicing in Israel after the destruction of the LORD’s enemies is also described in Psalms 68:

Psalms 68:1-4 “May God arise, may his enemies be scattered; may his foes flee before him. As smoke is blown away by the wind, may you blow them away; as wax melts before the fire, may the wicked perish before God. But may the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; may they be happy and joyful. Sing to God, sing praise to his name, extol him who rides on the clouds -- his name is the LORD-- and rejoice before him.”
Psalms 97:10a Let those who love the LORD hate evil, 
This is an important principle. To learn to hate true evil, we must first learn to love God. That is why Jesus said: Matthew 22:37b-38 “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.”
Psalms 97:10b for he guards the lives of his faithful ones and delivers them from the hand of the wicked ones. 
We have nothing to fear of the wicked. There is nothing they can do to us that the LORD doesn’t allow, and the LORD only allows what is for our greater good.
Psalms 97:11 Light is shed upon the righteous one and joy for those upright in heart. 
Jesus is the “righteous one.” Because of the light shone on Him, there is joy for those who are right in their hearts, those who trust in Him.
Romans 3:21-22 “But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.”
Psalms 97:12 Rejoice in the LORD, you who are righteous ones, and praise his holy name.
True joy and contentment in life has to have its foundation in loving the LORD. That again leads back to the most important commandment: Deuteronomy 6:5 “Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”

Psalm 98

A Psalm.

This Psalm also has only the simple superscription “A Psalm.” There is nothing to tell us who wrote it, or when, during the writing of the Old Testament, it was written. In verse 1, the Psalm speaks of the LORD’s holy arm working salvation. The LORD’s holy arm worked salvation on the Cross during the First Advent of Christ. In verse 2, it speaks of the LORD revealing His righteousness. This was also the accomplishment of the First Advent by the manifestation of the life of Christ. In verse 9 it speaks of the coming of the LORD coming to judge the earth (verse 9). This will occur at the Second Advent when Jesus Christ comes to judge the world. Because of all these things, we can classify this as a Messianic Psalm because it speaks of both the First and Second Advents of Christ.
Psalms 98:1a Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things;
This is what is called the “prophetic past tense.” Because God sees the end from the beginning, things that are prophesied are spoken of as if they had already come to pass. 

In the vision the LORD gave John of the end times in Revelation there is a “new song” that is sung:

Revelation 5:9-10 “And they sang a new song: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.’”

Psalms 98:1b his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
Jesus was the “arm of the LORD.” This connection is made in John:

John 12:37 “Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him. This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet: ‘Lord, who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?’” (Isaiah 53:1)
Often, elsewhere in scripture, references to God’s “right hand” (Psalms 110:1, Psalms 118:16, Matthew 26:64) and “arm” (Isaiah 40:10, Isaiah 52:10) are references to Jesus Christ.
Psalms 98:2 The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 
It was through the life and death of Jesus Christ that the LORD’s righteousness would be revealed:

Hebrews 1:8-9 “But about the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.’”

1 Peter 3:18 “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.

1 John 2:1 “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.”
Romans 1:17 “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous will live by faith.’”
Psalms 98:3a He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
This just meant that the LORD would remember His promises to Israel and would be who He has always been. The LORD described Himself to Moses during the Exodus:
Exodus 34:6-7 “And he (the LORD) passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, ‘The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.”
Psalms 98:3b all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
When the LORD returns, all the ends of the earth will have been taught the Gospel. This will be uniquely accomplished by the 144,000 Israelite witnesses raised up from Israel’s past,
 just like the first two witnesses, Moses and Elijah.
Psalms 98:4-6 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music; make music to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the sound of singing, with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn-- shout for joy before the LORD, the King. 
“All the earth” describes all those who will survive the great Tribulation. They will all be believers in Christ. They will rejoice at His installment as King of all the earth.
Psalms 98:7 Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 
All nature will rejoice as well as all of mankind. This is also described in Romans: 
Romans 8:19-21 “The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it,
 in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay 
 and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.”
Psalms 98:8 Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy;
Isaiah has a similar poetic metaphor for the joy of believers and the restoration of the earth at the Second Advent: Isaiah 55:12 “You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.”
Psalms 98:9 let them sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity.
The judgment spoken of here is not the Judgment Seat of Christ, or the Great White Throne Judgment. The judgment here involves the destruction of all the peoples on the earth who are still opposing Christ after the seven years of the Tribulation and seven years of intense evangelism. It is the scene described by Jesus Himself in Matthew 25:
Matthew 25:31-34, 41, 46 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.’ --- Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’ --- Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”
John 5:22 “Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son.” 
Psalm 102

The Messianic character of Psalms 102 is established in verses 25-27: “In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like clothing you will change them and they will be discarded. But you remain the same, and your years will never end.” 

This passage is quoted in Hebrews along with another scripture from Psalms: 
Hebrews 1:8-12 “But about the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.’
  He also says, ‘In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But you remain the same, and your years will never end.’” 
In the passage, when it says, “but about the Son He says,” it is made clear that both quotations refer to “the Son.” “The Son” is the Messiah, Jesus Christ.
Elsewhere in the New Testament we learn that the pre-incarnate Jesus was the one who laid the foundations of the earth: John 1:3 “Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.”
We also learn in Hebrews that Jesus made the universe: 
Hebrews 1:2 “In these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.”

Thus, we can be sure that the person of the Godhead being addressed as “you” in the last half of this Psalm is the Son. We know that He is the one in verses 13-22 who would “arise and have compassion on Zion” (verse 13). He is also the one who would “rebuild Zion and appear in his glory” (verse 16). Thus, we understand that Psalm 102 is clearly speaking of the Messiah. The voice of the Psalm is in the third person in speaking of “he” or “him.”
Psalm 102

A prayer of an afflicted man. When he is faint and pours out his lament before the LORD

The superscription of this Psalm gives us no help in establishing exactly who wrote it or when it was written, although the body of the Psalm gives us an indication. Many superscriptions give us the author, the historical occasion of composition, or musical directions. This superscription is unique in that it only tells the internal attitude of the author as afflicted and lamenting. The author is anonymous, although we have clues to his possible identity in the body of Psalm as we shall see.

In this Psalm Jerusalem is represented as being “in ruins” and the subject to the taunts by their enemies. The author describes himself as “an afflicted man.” This is describing a man who was free to wander through the ruins of Jerusalem after it had been destroyed by the Babylonians in 585 BC and he had undergone the privations of the lack of food during the siege. This description precisely matches the experience of Jeremiah after the leveling of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple. He was certainly one of the most afflicted of all men, since he was obliged to preach grace and mercy to a people who almost uniformly rejected his message for over thirty years.
 Below are two of his comments from the Book of Jeremiah.
Jeremiah 8:20-22 “The harvest is past, the summer has ended, and we are not saved.” Since my people are crushed, I am crushed; I mourn, and horror grips me. Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then is there no healing for the wound of my people?
Jeremiah 20:7-8 “O LORD, you deceived me, and I was deceived; you overpowered me and prevailed. I am ridiculed all day long; everyone mocks me. Whenever I speak, I cry out proclaiming violence and destruction. So the word of the LORD has brought me insult and reproach all day long.”
Indeed, in Lamentations, which is thought to have been written by Jeremiah, it says: 
Lamentation 3:1 “I am the man who has seen affliction by the rod of his wrath.” 
We certainly can say with assurance that the afflictions and laments of this man and Jeremiah were the same.
Psalms 102:1 Hear my prayer, O LORD; let my cry for help come to you. 
The writer described himself as doing what a believer should do in a time of distress. He was in prayer to the LORD.
Psalms 102:2 Do not hide your face from me when I am in distress. Turn your ear to me; when I call, answer me quickly.
This spoke of the LORD Jehovah as having a face. Of course, we know that this was just a metaphor to communicate that the LORD was like a loving Father who turned His face away when He regretfully had to deny a child’s request. There are several times when the LORD must hide His face from our prayers.

The first is when we persist in living in an attitude of sin:

Isaiah 59:2 “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.”

Another case is when we ask with wrong motives:
James 4:3 “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”

Finally, when we what we ask is not according to the LORD’s will:
1 John 5:14–15 “This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him.”
We will eventually see what this Psalmist’s prayer was and whether it was answered.
Psalms 102:3 For my days vanish like smoke; my bones burn like glowing embers. 
This would describe the feeling of the writer, who saw the smoke of Jerusalem still drifting up and the embers of the fires still glowing. Jeremiah had devoted his entire life to preaching the LORD’s word hoping that the LORD would deliver the Jews and Jerusalem from this moment. And yet, the moment had still come. He had to feel that his whole life had been a failure. The following was the comment of Jeremiah within a few years of the prophesied destruction: 
Jeremiah 20:18 “Why did I ever come out of the womb to see trouble and sorrow and to end my days in shame?”
Psalms 102:4 My heart is blighted and withered like grass; I forget to eat my food. 
The writer was so overwrought with sorrow that he couldn’t eat.
Psalms 102:5 Because of my loud groaning I am reduced to skin and bones. 
Those who had been besieged in Jerusalem had run out of food before the 18-month siege of Jerusalem was completed.

Psalms 102:6 I am like a desert owl, like an owl among the ruins. 
This described the Psalmist (possibly) Jeremiah as dwelling alone among the ruins of Zion (Jerusalem).
Psalms 102:7 I lie awake; I have become like a bird alone on a roof. 
The image of a bird is often used to denote lack of power to defend oneself. To be a bird alone, is the extreme sense of that. Again, we have a verse from Lamentations (thought to be written by Jeremiah) which expresses the same thought: Lamentations 3:52 “Those who were my enemies without cause hunted me like a bird.”
Psalms 102:8All day long my enemies taunt me; those who rail against me use my name as a curse.
Since the writer is obviously a prophet of the LORD, those who were his enemies were clearly men who hated the word of the LORD. Jeremiah had many of these kinds of enemies. 
Psalms 102:9-10a For I eat ashes as my food and mingle my drink with tears because of your great wrath, 
Ashes were a sign of mourning in the ancient world.
 Tears are obviously a sign of mourning. This metaphor of eating ashes and drinking tears clearly speaks of being consumed with grief. The use of ashes in the image is also apt because Jerusalem had been reduced to ashes.

The LORD had warned of His coming wrath since the earliest days of Jeremiah’s ministry and the waning years of righteous King Josiah’s reign, saying:
Jeremiah 4:4 “Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, circumcise your hearts, you men of Judah and people of Jerusalem, or my wrath will break out and burn like fire because of the evil you have done-- burn with no one to quench it.”

Psalms 102:10b for you have taken me up and thrown me aside. 
This might certainly express Jeremiah’s feelings. For 25 years Jeremiah had preached the LORD’s word to a people who had hardened hearts. Now, near the end of Jeremiah’s life after being delivered from danger many times by the LORD, most of the people who had been Jeremiah’s mission field had been destroyed or enslaved as the LORD had warned. The LORD delivered Jeremiah through it all, but now he had no mission field and felt abandoned.
Psalms 102:11 My days are like the evening shadow; I wither away like grass. 
The writer was clearly near the end of his life (the evening shadow). He felt like grass that withers away at the end of the day.
Psalms 102:12 But you, O LORD, sit enthroned forever; your renown endures through all generations. 
But here finally the writer caught himself. He realized that the events of history could not be evaluated by the span of one man’s life, or by the compass of one man’s plans. They could only be evaluated as they related to the LORD’s plan, and His plan was eternal as He was eternal.
Psalms 102:13a You will arise and have compassion on Zion, for it is time to show favor to her;
Despite the wreckage of Jerusalem and Solomon’s Temple, the LORD would still fulfill His plan for His true Temple. His true Temple would be the life, death, and resurrection of His Son. Both His death, resurrection, and final coronation would be accomplished on Mt. Zion as had been prophesied in the Old Testament.
Psalms 102:13b the appointed time has come. 

This is the Prophetic present. It speaks of a future event like it has been accomplished in the present, although it will not actually take place until a human future. Because God sees the past, present, and future as all the same, His prophecy often speaks of a thing to come as if it has already come to pass.

Psalms 102:14 For her stones are dear to your servants; her very dust moves them to pity. 
The mention of the stones of Zion connects to a passage in the New Testament:
Luke 19:37-40 “When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: ‘Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ‘Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!’ Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, rebuke your disciples!’ ‘I tell you,’ he replied, ‘if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.’”

Psalms 102:15 The nations will fear the name of the LORD, all the kings of the earth will revere your glory. 
Isaiah had also prophesied these things 150 years before:

Isaiah 60:13 “The glory of Lebanon will come to you, the pine, the fir, and the cypress together, to adorn the place of my sanctuary; and I will glorify the place of my feet. The sons of your oppressors will come bowing before you; all who despise you will bow down at your feet and will call you the City of the LORD, Zion of the Holy One of Israel.”

Psalms 102:16 For the LORD will rebuild Zion and appear in his glory. 
The cross would be erected on the northern ridge of Mt. Zion in 30 AD, but in 585 BC, that part of Mt. Zion was outside of the city.
This verse seems to be a two-part prophecy. The first was the promise that the LORD would “rebuild Zion.” This refers to the fact that the Jews would return again to inhabit Jerusalem in 538 BC,
 and would finally rebuild the streets and provide a protective moat in 454 BC,
 and rebuild the walls in 445 BC.

The second part refers to the coming two Advents of the LORD. The first glory, the greater glory, was revealed in the life and death of Christ. This is how it was prophesied in Isaiah:
Isaiah 40:3-5 “A voice of one calling in the desert “Prepare the way for the LORD.” Make straight in the wilderness a highway 
 for our God.
 Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.
 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
The glory of Jesus’ First Advent is also spoken of by Peter:

1 Peter 1:3 “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.”

The glory of Jesus’ Second Advent was prophesied by Jesus:

Matthew 24:30 “At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky,
 and all the nations of the earth will mourn.
 They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.”
Psalms 102:17 He will respond to the prayer of the destitute; he will not despise their plea. 
The Hebrew word translated “destitute” is עַרְעֹר {ar·är'}. It is a rare word which is derived from the root verb עָרַר {ä·rar'} which means “to be utterly laid bare.” This refers to those who come to the LORD in humility depending on nothing but His mercy.
Psalms 102:18 Let this be written for a future generation, that a people not yet created may praise the LORD: 
The Psalmist recognized that neither prophecy would be fulfilled in his lifetime.
Psalms 102:19-20 “The LORD looked down from his sanctuary on high, from heaven he viewed the earth, to hear the groans of the prisoners and release those condemned to death.” 
This describes the LORD’s compassion at the sinful condition of mankind. This has great similarities to the scripture Jesus read in the synagogue in Nazareth at the beginning of His ministry: Isaiah 61:1-2a “The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor.”
Psalms 102:21-22 So the name of the LORD will be declared in Zion and his praise in Jerusalem when the peoples and the kingdoms assemble to worship the LORD. 
This also has two fulfillments. First, it would be fulfilled when the people came to Passover in 30 AD and saw the expression of God’s love and grace in Christ’s death. Second, it would be fulfilled when the people came to Jerusalem at the Feast of Tabernacles at the end of the Tribulation and the thousand-year kingdom of the Millennium would be established. 
Psalms 102:23 In the course of my life he broke my strength; he cut short reaped my days. 
The Hebrew word translated “he cut short” is קָצַר {kä·tsar'}, which is usually translated reaped. Obviously, grain that has been reaped, has been “cut short.” However, in the English, we would read the expression to mean that the Psalmist’s life had been shortened. That is not the meaning here. Obviously, the Psalmist was still alive. How could he know how many more days the LORD would grant him? However, he did know how many days the LORD had reaped from his life, which included days in hiding, days in prison, and days in constant fear of assassination.
Psalms 102:24 So I said: “Do not take me away, O my God, in the midst of my days; your years go on through all generations. 
The writer understood that his life was coming to an end, and he might not live to see the fulfillment of God’s covenant. He pled with God to live to see the day of the LORD’s deliverance. In the last verse of this Psalm, the writer will recognize that he would see it, though not in his present mortal body.
Psalms 102:25 In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. 
As we studied in the beginning of the study of this Psalm, this verse was quoted in Hebrews 1:8-12 where the “you” is attributed to the Son. Remember that Jesus in His deity was the creator of the heavens and the earth:

Colossians 1:16-17 “For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”
Psalms 102:26 They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like clothing you will change them and they will be discarded. 
This is not speaking of total destruction of the earth. It is just describing the total restoration of the surface of the earth and the scouring of old monuments of human achievement. We know that the foundations of the earth will never be destroyed:

Micah 6:2 “Hear, O mountains, the LORD’s accusation; listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth.” 
Psalms 104:5 “He set the earth on its foundations; it can never be moved.” 
The atmosphere of the earth (the heavens) which will have been polluted and corrupted by the impact of the giant meteor (Wormwood) and the massive eruption of the mega-volcano 
 will be cleared with an explosive cleansing. 
This destruction is described in 2 Peter:

2 Peter 3:10 “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements 
 will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.” 

Psalms 102:27 But you remain the same, and your years will never end.
 
The point of verses 25 through 27 in this context, was to remind the Psalmist that although his physical life on earth was transitory, the LORD and His plan was eternal.
Psalms 102:28a The children of your servants will live in your presence;
The writer recognized that his earlier prayer (verse 24) would be answered. He and all the spiritual children of the LORD’s servants (like Abraham, Jacob, and David) would see the fulfillment of all of the LORD’s promises and covenants with them.
Psalms 102:28b their descendants seed will be established before you in your person.”
The Hebrew word which the NIV translates “descendants” is the masculine singular of זֶרַע {zeh'·rah}. This literally means “seed.” The apostle Paul in Galatians makes it clear that the singular is important: Galatians 3:16 “The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say ‘and to seeds,’ meaning many people, but ‘and to your seed,’ meaning one person, who is Christ.”
The Hebrew word which the NIV translates “before you” is the Hebrew פָּנִיםלְ {le·pä·nēm'} which would be better translated “in your person.”
This is saying that the seed of the woman, the seed of Abraham, Jacob, and David, who is Jesus Christ would be established in the very person of the LORD God, who was the Son. This is why Jesus told His disciples:

John 14:9b-10 “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me?”

� In this passage we see a familiar prophetic device. Here, scripture takes the person of the national leader of one of the great enemies of Israel (Egypt) to symbolize the Great Adversary who is Satan. The Kings of Tyre and Babylon are other notable examples of this device (Isaiah 14:3-20, Ezekiel 28:1-19).


� See also the parallel passage in Luke 17:24.


� The word here is the Greek word στοιχεῖον {stoi-khā'-on} which can also be translated “basic principals” as in Colossians 2:8 where it is speaking of the basic principals” of the world; or worldly wisdom. It may be worth considering that is the meaning intended here. The word also occurs in verse 12. Also, remember, that in the time this was written, the conception of physical elements was quite different from what it is today in the age of science and chemistry.


� See also Matthew 22:37-37, Mark 12:30, 


� See Revelation 14:2-3 for the new song accompanied by harps (verse 5).


� See the prophecy of the “valley of dry bones” in Ezekiel 37:1-14.


� The will of God subjected it, because of the free will choice of Adam to sin. Genesis 1:26 “Then God said, -- ‘let them rule -- over all the earth.’” Genesis 3:17 “To Adam he said, ‘Because you --- ate from the tree, cursed is the ground because of you.’”


� Currently all systems are in the process of breaking down – science has noted this in what they call the third law of thermodynamics.


� Psalms 45:6-7, only Kings and Priests were anointed with oil in the Old Testament.


� Another possible writer of the Psalm is Baruch, Jeremiah’s faithful friend, scribe, and minister to the people (Jeremiah 32, 36). Like Jeremiah he also was set free after the destruction of Jerusalem (Jeremiah 43:3-6).


� See also Psalm 66:18a “If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.” Also see 1 Peter 3:12 “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” Micah 3:4 “Then they will cry out to the LORD, but he will not answer them. At that time he will hide his face from them because of the evil they have done.”


� 2 Kings 25:1-4


� 2 Samuel 13:19, Esther 4:1, Isaiah 58:5, 61:3, Jeremiah 6:26, Matthew 11:21.


� 2 Chronicles 36:19 “They set fire to God’s temple and broke down the wall of Jerusalem; they burned all the palaces and destroyed everything of value there.”


� See also Psalms 22:27-28, Psalms 72:11.


� Cyrus’ decree of Ezra 1:1. They also rebuilt the Temple on Mt. Moriah and dedicated it in 517 BC as recorded in Ezra 6:15 on Adar 3, which was the later birthday of Jesus Christ.


� Done under Ezra’s authority. Mentioned in Daniel 9:25.


� Artaxerxes’ decree of Nehemiah 2:1-8.


� Ironically, John the Baptist baptized the Lord at the place that the main highway from the east crossed the Jordan River in the wilderness that is the south Jordan River valley.


� Quoted in Matthew 3:3, Mark 1:3, Luke 3:4, John 1:23. There, the Gospels make it clear that this is speaking of John the Baptist.


� This describes poetically the ministry of John the Baptist. He was to remove the obstacles that religion and the world had built between the minds of the people and the truth of God’s plan for His Messiah.


� There is an indication in Josephus that a star in the shape of a cross appeared over Jerusalem at the time of the fulfillment of the prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem. It is interesting that a similar sign seems to be indicated here.


� Zechariah 12:10-14


� Revelation 8:8-12.


� The word here is the Greek word στοιχεῖον {stoi-khā'-on} which can also be translated “basic principles” as in Colossians 2:8 where it is speaking of the basic principles” of the world; or worldly wisdom. It may be worth considering that is the meaning intended here. The word also occurs in verse 12. Also, remember, that in the time this was written, the conception of physical elements was quite different from what it is today in the age of science and chemistry.


� Verses 25 – 27 are quoted in Hebrews 1:10-12.
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