Leviticus – Lesson 7
Leviticus 14:1 – 15:33
Lesson 6 consisted of three parts. First, we studied the types of animals which the Israelites could eat. Second, we studied the ceremonial laws relating to circumcision and childbirth. Finally, we studied rules for treatment and prevention of skin diseases.
In this lesson, Leviticus continues with rules for the treatment and prevention of skin diseases. This will include both physical treatment and ceremonial treatment.

Leviticus 14:1-3a The LORD said to Moses, “These are the regulations for the diseased person at the time of his ceremonial cleansing, when he is brought to the priest: The priest is to go outside the camp and examine him. 
When the sick person had been pronounced clean according to the instructions in Leviticus 13:1-46 there was a religious ceremony he was to go through. Such a person would have been in quarantine outside the camp up until that point, so that was where he was met. Although the person here is described as “he” it was understood that this applied to both sexes.
Leviticus 14:3b-4 If the person has been healed of his infectious skin disease, the priest shall order that two live clean birds and some cedar wood, scarlet yarn and hyssop be brought for the one to be cleansed. 
We know that everything else in the Tabernacle and its worship pointed to death of Christ, so we should look for that meaning here. There are two birds here. One died and shed its blood. The other was “baptized” in the blood of the sacrifice. Cedar was almost certainly the type of wood that was used for the Cross of Christ, as that was the kind of wood that supplied building timber in Judea. Hyssop was what was used to lift up the sponge that gave Jesus His last drink on the Last Passover.
 Hyssop was also what was used to paint the blood of the Passover Lamb on the door posts at the First Passover.
 The scarlet here is understood by Hebrews 9:19 to refer to sheep’s wool. The red wool makes a clear connection to the blood of the Lamb of God.
Leviticus 14:5-7 Then the priest shall order that one of the birds be killed over fresh water in a clay pot. He is then to take the live bird and dip it, together with the cedar wood, the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, into the blood of the bird that was killed over the fresh water. Seven times he shall sprinkle the one to be cleansed of the infectious disease and pronounce him clean. Then he is to release the live bird in the open fields.
 
You also have here the blood of the bird, the water and the clay pot. Blood and water mixed together symbolized the blood and water that came out of Jesus Christ when he was pierced by the Roman spear (John 19:34). You have the death of the clean bird symbolizing the death of the perfect one who came down from heaven. You also have the clay pot symbolizing the human body (Adam was made of clay) of Jesus.
The bird sanctified by the blood and water in the clay pot was made free.
Leviticus 14:8 “The person to be cleansed must wash his clothes, shave off all his hair and bathe with water; then he will be ceremonially clean. After this he may come into the camp, but he must stay outside his tent for seven days. 
This was part of the ceremony, but more important part of the cleansing of any remaining trace of the disease that might remain on his body or in his hair.
Leviticus 14:9 On the seventh day he must shave off all his hair; he must shave his head, his beard, his eyebrows and the rest of his hair. He must wash his clothes and bathe himself with water, and he will be clean. 
He was then to repeat the process a week later.
Leviticus 14:10 “On the eighth day he must bring two male lambs and one ewe lamb a year old, each without defect, along with three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering, and one log 
 of oil.
 
The three lambs would make up a sin offering, a guilt offering, and a burnt offering. The sin offering was to be the female lamb as per Leviticus 4:28. The burnt and guilt offerings were to be the two male lambs as per Leviticus 1:3 and Leviticus 5:17-18.
Leviticus 14:11 The priest who pronounces him clean shall present both the one to be cleansed and his offerings before the LORD at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 
The one cleansed would be presented by the priest at the entrance of the Tabernacle along with his offerings.
Leviticus 14:12-13 “Then the priest is to take one of the male lambs and offer it as a guilt offering, along with the log of oil; he shall wave them before the LORD as a wave offering. He is to slaughter the lamb in the holy place where the sin offering and the burnt offering are slaughtered. Like the sin offering, the guilt offering belongs to the priest; it is most holy. 
The guilt offering would be presented in same fashion as all the other guilt offerings.
Leviticus 14:14 The priest is to take some of the blood of the guilt offering and put it on the lobe of the right ear of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 
This followed the same procedure as the one for the sanctification of the priests in Leviticus 8:23-24. As there the location of the anointing with blood was significant. The right big toe stood for the life paths they chose to walk. The right thumb stood for the works of their hands. The right ear stood for the intelligence they chose to accept as true wisdom. The blood stood for the death of the sacrifice to come.
Leviticus 14:15-16 The priest shall then take some of the log of oil, pour it in the palm of his own left hand, dip his right forefinger into the oil in his palm, and with his finger sprinkle some of it before the LORD seven times. 
Olive oil was used for lighting and anointing in the Tabernacle. I suppose the oil represented the light of God’s word.
Leviticus 14:17 The priest is to put some of the oil remaining in his palm on the lobe of the right ear of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot, on top of the blood of the guilt offering. 
The oil on the ear, thumb, and toe still stood for the same aspects of living. The oil stood for the light of the LORD.
Leviticus 14:18 The rest of the oil in his palm the priest shall put on the head of the one to be cleansed and make atonement for him before the LORD. 
The rest of the oil was used for anointing the subject.
Leviticus 14:19-20 “Then the priest is to sacrifice the sin offering and make atonement for the one to be cleansed from his uncleanness. After that, the priest shall slaughter the burnt offering and offer it on the altar, together with the grain offering, and make atonement for him, and he will be clean. 
Then the priest was to sacrifice the other two offerings, the sin offering (female lamb) and the burnt offering (male lamb) according to the prescribed procedures. 
Leviticus 14:21-2 “If, however, he is poor and cannot afford these, he must take one male lamb as a guilt offering to be waved to make atonement for him, together with a tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering, a log of oil, and two doves or two young pigeons, which he can afford, one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. 
If the subject was poor, instead of three lambs, he could offer one male lamb as a guilt offering and two doves or pigeons as a sin offering and burnt offering.
Leviticus 14:23-31 “On the eighth day he must bring them for his cleansing to the priest at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, before the LORD. The priest is to take the lamb for the guilt offering, together with the log of oil, and wave them before the LORD as a wave offering. He shall slaughter the lamb for the guilt offering and take some of its blood and put it on the lobe of the right ear of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. The priest is to pour some of the oil into the palm of his own left hand, and with his right forefinger sprinkle some of the oil from his palm seven times before the LORD. Some of the oil in his palm he is to put on the same places he put the blood of the guilt offering--on the lobe of the right ear of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. The rest of the oil in his palm the priest shall put on the head of the one to be cleansed, to make atonement for him before the LORD. Then he shall sacrifice the doves or the young pigeons, which the person can afford, one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering, together with the grain offering. In this way the priest will make atonement before the LORD on behalf of the one to be cleansed.” 
Here the procedure for the poor person’s offering is described in detail. It is exactly the same as the previous except for the two birds for the burnt offering and sin offering instead of the two lambs.
Leviticus 14:32 These are the regulations for anyone who has an infectious skin disease and who cannot afford the regular offerings for his cleansing. 
This closed the ceremonial regulations for the healing of this disease.
Leviticus 14:33-35 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “When you enter the land of Canaan, which I am giving you as your possession, and I put a spreading mildew in a house in that land, the owner of the house must go and tell the priest, ‘I have seen something that looks like mildew in my house.’ 
It should be remembered that, until the people entered the land, they lived in tents.
 The section on mold or mildew in Leviticus 13:47-59 had dealt strictly with knitted material or leather. This section deals with brick or stone houses which would not be an issue for almost 40 years.
Leviticus 14:36-48 The priest is to order the house to be emptied before he goes in to examine the mildew, so that nothing in the house will be pronounced unclean. After this the priest is to go in and inspect the house. He is to examine the mildew on the walls, and if it has greenish or reddish depressions that appear to be deeper than the surface of the wall, the priest shall go out the doorway of the house and close it up for seven days. On the seventh day the priest shall return to inspect the house. If the mildew has spread on the walls, he is to order that the contaminated stones be torn out and thrown into an unclean place outside the town. He must have all the inside walls of the house scraped and the material that is scraped off dumped into an unclean place outside the town. Then they are to take other stones to replace these and take new clay and plaster the house. “If the mildew reappears in the house after the stones have been torn out and the house scraped and plastered, the priest is to go and examine it and, if the mildew has spread in the house, it is a destructive mildew; the house is unclean. It must be torn down--its stones, timbers and all the plaster--and taken out of the town to an unclean place. “Anyone who goes into the house while it is closed up will be unclean till evening. Anyone who sleeps or eats in the house must wash his clothes. “But if the priest comes to examine it and the mildew has not spread after the house has been plastered, he shall pronounce the house clean, because the mildew is gone. 
These were the steps to be taken to make sure mold was removed. It is only recently that the health hazards of mold have been established, but the Israelites were warned about them 3500 years ago.
Leviticus 14:49-53 To purify the house he is to take two birds and some cedar wood, scarlet yarn and hyssop. He shall kill one of the birds over fresh water in a clay pot. Then he is to take the cedar wood, the hyssop, the scarlet yarn and the live bird, dip them into the blood of the dead bird and the fresh water, and sprinkle the house seven times. He shall purify the house with the bird’s blood, the fresh water, the live bird, the cedar wood, the hyssop and the scarlet yarn. Then he is to release the live bird in the open fields outside the town. In this way he will make atonement for the house, and it will be clean.” 
The ceremonial purification of a moldy house was the same as the ceremonial purification of a diseased person. Of course the house represented the people that lived there.
Leviticus 14:54-57 These are the regulations for any infectious skin disease, for an itch, for mildew in clothing or in a house, and for a swelling, a rash or a bright spot, to determine when something is clean or unclean. These are the regulations for infectious skin diseases and mildew.

This closed the section on infectious skin diseases and mold.
Leviticus 15:1-3 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When any man has a bodily discharge, the discharge is unclean. Whether it continues flowing from his body or is blocked, it will make him unclean. 
Most sources believe that this discharge refers to an unnatural discharge from the male organ.
 This is a classic symptom of gonorrhea, chlamydia, and herpes.
Leviticus 15:3b-5 This is how his discharge will bring about uncleanness: “‘Any bed the man with a discharge lies on will be unclean, and anything he sits on will be unclean. Anyone who touches his bed must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. 
This command protected the Israelites from being infected by unseen micro-organisms. This was not understood by western medicine for 3000 years.
Leviticus 15:6-7 Whoever sits on anything that the man with a discharge sat on must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. “‘Whoever touches the man who has a discharge must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. 
This command comprehended the efficacy of sanitation.
Leviticus 15:8 “‘If the man with the discharge spits on someone who is clean, that person must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. “‘Everything the man sits on when riding will be unclean, and whoever touches any of the things that were under him will be unclean till evening; whoever picks up those things must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. 
This comprehended that all the bodily fluids of an infected person carried the disease. When it warns against the spittle of an infected person, in effect, it warns against coughs and sneezes.
Leviticus 15:11-12 “‘Anyone the man with a discharge touches without rinsing his hands with water must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. “‘A clay pot that the man touches must be broken, and any wooden article is to be rinsed with water. 
The importance of washing for sanitation is again emphasized.
Leviticus 15:13-15 “‘When a man is cleansed from his discharge, he is to count off seven days for his ceremonial cleansing; he must wash his clothes and bathe himself with fresh water, and he will be clean. On the eighth day he must take two doves or two young pigeons and come before the LORD to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and give them to the priest. The priest is to sacrifice them, the one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. In this way he will make atonement before the LORD for the man because of his discharge.
The ceremonial for celebrating cleansing is the same as for a skin disease.
Leviticus 15:16-18 “‘When a man has an emission of semen, he must bathe his whole body with water, and he will be unclean till evening. Any clothing or leather that has semen on it must be washed with water, and it will be unclean till evening. When a man lies with a woman and there is an emission of semen, both must bathe with water, and they will be unclean till evening. 
The emission of semen is quite different. It is not recognized as a disease. However, it is ceremonially recognized as unclean. I believe that is because it is the male semen in conception that carries inherited sin of the man Adam. That is why Jesus had to be born of a Virgin Birth. In Jesus’ conception there was no male semen involved. The Father provided a sinless fertilization of the female egg.
Leviticus 15:19 “‘When a woman has her regular flow of blood, the impurity of her monthly period will last seven days, and anyone who touches her will be unclean till evening. 
According to wiki.answers.com: “Most menstrual periods last anywhere between two and seven days, but they can be shorter or longer by a day or two.”
Just like with semen, direct or indirect contact with the menses made a person unclean until the evening at the end of the menstruation.
Leviticus 15:20-24 “‘Anything she lies on during her period will be unclean, and anything she sits on will be unclean. Whoever touches her bed must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. Whoever touches anything she sits on must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. Whether it is the bed or anything she was sitting on, when anyone touches it, he will be unclean till evening. “‘If a man lies with her and her monthly flow touches him, he will be unclean for seven days; any bed he lies on will be unclean. 
The danger of contact with such bodily fluids is discussed in the BC Health Guide Handbook found at http://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthfiles/hfile97.stm.
“Blood and body fluids, such as saliva, semen and vaginal fluid, can contain viruses. These may be passed on from an infected person to other people. If you have contact with a person’s blood or body fluids and you are not using preventative measures, you could be at risk of HIV, hepatitis B or hepatitis C. Other body fluids, such as sweat, tears, vomit or urine, may contain and pass on these viruses when blood is present in the fluid, but the risk is low.”
Leviticus 15:25 “‘When a woman has a discharge of blood for many days at a time other than her monthly period or has a discharge that continues beyond her period, she will be unclean as long as she has the discharge, just as in the days of her period. 
This refers to a different situation altogether. This is an infirmity which could have been the result of any number of causes including a growth or lesion in the uterus or cervix, stress, a miscarriage, vaginal dryness, a hormone imbalance, and cancer. In the Gospels, Jesus had a famous encounter with a woman who suffered from these symptoms:
Matthew 9:20-22 “Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years 
 came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak. She said to herself, ‘If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.’ Jesus turned and saw her. ‘Take heart, daughter,’ he said, ‘your faith has healed you.’ And the woman was healed from that moment.” (See also Mark 5:25-34, Luke 8:43-48).
Leviticus 15:26-28 Any bed she lies on while her discharge continues will be unclean, as is her bed during her monthly period, and anything she sits on will be unclean, as during her period. Whoever touches them will be unclean; he must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. “‘When she is cleansed from her discharge, she must count off seven days, and after that she will be ceremonially clean.
Under any circumstances open blood was unclean and dangerous, but in this situation it is regarded as symptoms of a disease, and any relief was treated as healing from a disease which required a ceremonial.
Leviticus 15:29-30 On the eighth day she must take two doves or two young pigeons and bring them to the priest at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. The priest is to sacrifice one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. In this way he will make atonement for her before the LORD for the uncleanness of her discharge. 
The ceremonial for cleansing after the healing of such a disease in a woman is virtually identical to the ceremonial for the healing of a man suffering from an unnatural discharge described in Leviticus 15:13-15.
Leviticus 15:31 “‘You must keep the Israelites separate from things that make them unclean, so they will not die in their uncleanness for defiling my dwelling place, which is among them.’” 
It is quite clear that all these regulations were mainly to benefit the health of the Israelites and extend their lives.
Leviticus 15:32-33 These are the regulations for a man with a discharge, for anyone made unclean by an emission of semen, for a woman in her monthly period, for a man or a woman with a discharge, and for a man who lies with a woman who is ceremonially unclean.

This summarized the content of Leviticus 15:1-33.
� John 19:29 “A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips.”


� Exodus 12:21b-22 “Go at once and select the animals for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe”


� It seems to me that this in turn is speaking of the resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ after His death.


� One log is equivalent to 2 cups.


� The oil was probably olive oil (Exodus 30:24).


� Mold or mildew requires moisture, so it probably was not a problem during the forty years in the desert.


� Some believe that diarrhea might also be in view here.


� Under the law of Leviticus 15:25-26 this woman had been ceremonially unclean for twelve years, with all the social ostracism that implied.
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