Leviticus – Lesson 6
Leviticus 11:1 – 13:59
The previous lesson took us through the sanctification of the Tabernacle, the sanctification of the priests, and the inauguration of the sacrifices. It also spoke of the deaths of Nadab and Abihu during the first week after their sanctification. This brought us up through the eighth day of the first month which was also the first day after the sanctification of the Tabernacle. It was also one week before the first Passover after the giving of the Law.
Here, the account switches to Laws given to Moses and Aaron related to diet.

Leviticus 11:1-2 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Say to the Israelites: ‘Of all the animals that live on land, these are the ones you may eat: 
Since this revelation was given to both Moses and Aaron, we know it was not given on the mountain or from the tent described in Leviticus 1:1. In both those locations the revelation was to Moses alone. I have to believe this revelation came from the presence of the LORD above the Ark of the Covenant. It would have been after the Tabernacle and Ark were completed and sanctified. I expect it was given during the week preceding the Passover.
Leviticus 11:3-4 You may eat any animal that has a split hoof completely divided and that chews the cud. “‘There are some that only chew the cud or only have a split hoof, but you must not eat them. The camel, though it chews the cud, does not have a split hoof; it is ceremonially unclean for you. 
This defined the livestock that could be eaten. One important distinction was that animals to be eaten must be herbivorous (chew the cud) rather than carnivorous (meat eaters). As a general rule, herbivores don’t pick up diseases from their diet of plants and grasses. The microorganisms that live in plants aren’t usually readily transmissible to animals by ingestion. Also, they had to have a split hoof. It is not exactly clear why vegetarian camels are excluded. They are eaten in most Arab countries.
Leviticus 11:5 The coney, though it chews the cud, does not have a split hoof; it is unclean for you. 
The “coney” is a “rock hyrax” which looks kind of like a guinea pig. It has paws.
Leviticus 11:6 The rabbit, though it chews the cud, does not have a split hoof; it is unclean for you. 
The rabbit also has paws. It is a fact that the vast majority of wild rabbits carry a disease called Tularemia which can easily be passed onto humans. Symptoms of infection such as aches, fever and chills typically will present themselves two to ten days after exposure.
Leviticus 11:7-8 And the pig, though it has a split hoof completely divided, does not chew the cud; it is unclean for you. You must not eat their meat or touch their carcasses; they are unclean for you.
This is the entry from draxe.com on the subject of eating pork:
No matter how you think about it, pigs are a rather dirty animal. They are considered the scavengers of the farm (created to eliminate any waste on the farm), often eating anything they can find. This includes not only bugs, insects, and whatever leftover scraps they find laying around, but also their own feces, as well as the dead carcasses of sick animals, including their own young.
The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) states that more than 100 viruses come to the United States each year from China through pigs. There are some obvious concerns about this. Aside from not needing more viruses to fight off, some of these viruses can prove to be downright dangerous to humans.
Leviticus 11:9 “‘Of all the creatures living in the water of the seas and the streams, you may eat any that have fins and scales. 
Regular fish with scales were considered safe. Science has discovered that such fish are equipped with a digestive system the prevents toxins from being absorbed into their bodies.
Leviticus 11:10-12 But all creatures in the seas or streams that do not have fins and scales--whether among all the swarming things or among all the other living creatures in the water--you are to detest. And since you are to detest them, you must not eat their meat and you must detest their carcasses. Anything living in the water that does not have fins and scales is to be detestable to you.
These include catfish, oysters, crabs, lobsters, and clams. They are bottom feeders and are equipped with digestive systems that naturally absorb all the toxins in their surroundings.

Leviticus 11:13-20 “‘These are the birds you are to detest and not eat because they are detestable: the eagle, the vulture, the black vulture, the red kite, any kind of black kite, any kind of raven, the horned owl, the screech owl, the gull, any kind of hawk, the little owl, the cormorant, the great owl, the white owl, the desert owl, the osprey, the stork, any kind of heron, the hoopoe and the bat. 
All of these are either carnivorous or known for being disease carriers for other reasons (bats). Many of them eat carrion (decaying animal carcasses).
Leviticus 11:20 “‘All flying insects that walk on all fours are to be detestable to you. 
Although we consider that all insects to have six legs, evidently in ancient parlance the front legs were considered used primarily like arms for manipulating objects. Some insects, like flies 
 have a fondness for rotting meat or feces and are disease carriers. They were forbidden.
Bees and wasps would fall under the category of those insects forbidden although, considering the difficulties and  involved, they would not be an easy target of consumption.
Leviticus 11:21-22 There are, however, some winged creatures that walk on all fours that you may eat: those that have jointed legs for hopping on the ground. Of these you may eat any kind of locust, katydid, cricket or grasshopper. 
However, some were strictly vegetarian as the above were. They could be eaten.
Leviticus 11:23 But all other winged creatures that have four legs you are to detest. 
Only the ones mentioned in the previous verse were allowed. Other large insects not allowed would include moths and butterflies. Of course we must consider that the LORD was only concerned with insects that lived where the Israelites lived.
Leviticus 11:24-25 “‘You will make yourselves unclean by these; whoever touches their carcasses will be unclean till evening. Whoever picks up one of their carcasses must wash his clothes, and he will be unclean till evening. 
Touching these would make them ceremonially unclean. The remedy was washing. The LORD knew that diseases were carried by unseen sources which could be washed away.
Leviticus 11:26a “‘Every animal that has a split hoof not completely divided
This eliminated horses, donkeys, mules, and zebras. The common factor that horses, donkeys, mules and camel have in common was that they were used for transport and were commonly used for many years. I can find no health issue related to their use for eating, although because of the fondness of most owners for their horses, there is a general rejection in this country of the idea of eating horses.
Leviticus 11:26b  or that does not chew the cud is unclean for you; whoever touches [the carcass of] any of them will be unclean. 
This eliminated felines, canines, and almost all wild animals except members of the deer family like moose, elk, deer, antelope, and gazelles.
Leviticus 11:27-28 Of all the animals that walk on all fours, those that walk on their paws are unclean for you; whoever touches their carcasses will be unclean till evening. Anyone who picks up their carcasses must wash his clothes, and he will be unclean till evening. They are unclean for you. 
All the unclean animals were to be regarded as ceremonially unclean, and avoided. Their uncleanness could be remedied by washing.
Leviticus 11:29-31 “‘Of the animals that move about on the ground, these are unclean for you: the weasel, the rat, any kind of great lizard, the gecko, the monitor lizard, the wall lizard, the skink and the chameleon. Of all those that move along the ground, these are unclean for you. Whoever touches them when they are dead will be unclean till evening. 
These reptiles are not safe to eat according to the following quotation from the internet:

“Parasites, bacteria and viruses, and to a lesser extent contamination from heavy metals make eating reptile meat bad for one’s health. This is the conclusion of a study published in the International Journal of Food Microbiology, which shows that people can catch certain diseases (trichinosis, pentastomiasis, gnathostomiasis and sparganosis) by eating the meat of reptiles such as crocodiles, turtles, lizards or snakes.”

Leviticus 11:32-36 When one of them dies and falls on something, that article, whatever its use, will be unclean, whether it is made of wood, cloth, hide or sackcloth. Put it in water; it will be unclean till evening, and then it will be clean. If one of them falls into a clay pot, everything in it will be unclean, and you must break the pot. Any food that could be eaten but has water on it from such a pot is unclean, and any liquid that could be drunk from it is unclean. Anything that one of their carcasses falls on becomes unclean; an oven or cooking pot must be broken up. They are unclean, and you are to regard them as unclean. A spring, however, or a cistern for collecting water remains clean, but anyone who touches one of these carcasses is unclean. 
The possibility of contamination from reptiles was extended from diet to the environment.
Leviticus 11:37-38 If a carcass falls on any seeds that are to be planted, they remain clean. But if water has been put on the seed and a carcass falls on it, it is unclean for you. 
The reptile couldn’t contaminate seeds for planting, but it could contaminate seeds for eating.
Leviticus 11:39-40 “‘If an animal that you are allowed to eat dies, anyone who touches the carcass will be unclean till evening. Anyone who eats some of the carcass must wash his clothes, and he will be unclean till evening. Anyone who picks up the carcass must wash his clothes, and he will be unclean till evening. 
Dead animals that died of disease were to be avoided and were considered unclean for touching or eating. This practice is widely recognized as dangerous, although some animal diseases are not transmissible to humans through consumption such as cancers. Of course if the animal was butchered any length of time after its death, its blood could not be removed. This would violate the ban against eating blood.
Leviticus 11:41-43 “‘Every creature that moves about on the ground is detestable; it is not to be eaten. You are not to eat any creature that moves about on the ground, whether it moves on its belly or walks on all fours or on many feet; it is detestable. Do not defile yourselves by any of these creatures. Do not make yourselves unclean by means of them or be made unclean by them.
Among other things this would eliminate worms, grubs, cockroaches, and centipedes.
Leviticus 11:44 I am the LORD your God; consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am holy. Do not make yourselves unclean by any creature that moves about on the ground. 
The LORD made the rules for diet both ceremonial and actual. These rules were clearly for the  benefit of the Israelites. Recognizing them acknowledged that the LORD knew what was best for his people.

Leviticus 11:45 I am the LORD who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore be holy, because I am holy. 
The LORD appealed to the testimony of the love He had shown Israel. This had been demonstrated by all the miracles of His protection and the sustenance of their lives. The Hebrew word translated “holy” here is קָדוֹשׁ {kä·dōshe'}. It connotes separateness. The LORD was unique from all other conceptions of God. His people were also to be unique by following His Law. They were to rely on His law because of the testimony He had given them.
Leviticus 11:46-47 “‘These are the regulations concerning animals, birds, every living thing that moves in the water and every creature that moves about on the ground. You must distinguish between the unclean and the clean, between living creatures that may be eaten and those that may not be eaten.’”

The LORD’s people may not have understood why the LORD had given them these regulations concerning clean versus unclean creatures. He was not going to give them an education in microbiology or toxicology. They were to trust that what He told them was out of knowledge and love.
At this point Leviticus diverges to give the ceremonial laws relating to circumcision and childbirth.

Leviticus 12:1-2 The LORD said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites: ‘A woman who becomes pregnant and gives birth to a son will be ceremonially unclean for seven days, just as she is unclean during her monthly period. 
Today, it is recognized that diseases are carried in human blood. There is a great flow of blood and bodily fluids at the delivery of a child. A blood-borne disease is one that can be spread through contamination by blood and other body fluids. The most common examples of blood-borne diseases today are HIV, hepatitis B, hepatitis C, and viral hemorrhagic fevers. Because of the risk involved sports teams will not allow contestants to play with exposed blood where contact with another is a risk. Later passages in Leviticus will deal with the uncleanness at a woman’s monthly period.
Leviticus 12:3 On the eighth day the boy is to be circumcised. 
After birth, one week must pass before circumcision. This had been a law in effect for the generations of Israel since the time of Abraham:
Genesis 17:10-13 “This is my covenant with you (Abraham) and your seed after you, the covenant you are to memorialize: Every male among you shall be circumcised. You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and you. For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with money from a foreigner--those who are not your offspring. Whether born in your household or bought with your money, they must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant.”
Leviticus 12:4a Then the woman must wait thirty-three days to be purified from her bleeding. 
What, if any, is the significance of the number thirty-three days? Perhaps the significance of the is connected to the fact that from the time that Christ was circumcised until He was crucified was 33 years.

Leviticus 12:4b She must not touch anything sacred or go to the sanctuary until the days of her purification are over. 
No mother could go the Tabernacle until after the 40th day after the birth. Forty is the number of testing.
Leviticus 12:5 If she gives birth to a daughter, for two weeks the woman will be unclean, as during her period. Then she must wait sixty-six days to be purified from her bleeding. 
I think that the extended period for a daughter is related to the fact that the birth of a daughter could never be the fulfillment of the LORD’s promise of a Messiah.
Leviticus 12:6 “‘When the days of her purification for a son or daughter are over, she is to bring to the priest at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting a year-old lamb for a burnt offering and a young pigeon or a dove for a sin offering. 
The mother’s purification would be signified by a burnt offering of a lamb or a dove or pigeon.
Leviticus 12:7 He shall offer them before the LORD to make atonement for her, and then she will be ceremonially clean from her flow of blood. “‘These are the regulations for the woman who gives birth to a boy or a girl. 
As with any burnt offering, the sacrifice was meant to symbolize the perfect offering that the LORD had promised to provide. 
Leviticus 12:8 If she cannot afford a lamb, she is to bring two doves or two young pigeons, one for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering. In this way the priest will make atonement for her, and she will be clean.’”

The very poor would offer a pair of doves or pigeons as a sacrifice. 1600 years later, Joseph and Mary came to the Temple in Jerusalem to offer this cleansing sacrifice. The fact that they offered a pair of birds demonstrated that they were poor at that time.
Here, the topic changes to the subject of disease and sanitation.

Leviticus 13:1-3 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “When anyone has a swelling or a rash or a bright spot on his skin that may become an infectious skin disease, he must be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons who is a priest. The priest is to examine the sore on his skin, and if the hair in the sore has turned white and the sore appears to be more than skin deep, it is an infectious skin disease. When the priest examines him, he shall pronounce him ceremonially unclean. 
The upshot of being pronounced ceremonially unclean was that the diseased person was effectively put in quarantine. Thus, by God’s command the Israelites practiced quarantine about 27 centuries before Western medicine. Skin diseases that we know were common in that culture at that time were small pox, chicken pox and leprosy.
 Any skin disease that caused lesions in the skin also opened the sufferer to contracting other diseases from outside. I have no doubt that these accurate and detailed descriptions of the treatments and causes of disease helped to promote the fact that Jews have been regarded as preeminent in the practice of medicine from China to Spain since the time of the Babylonian exile.
Leviticus 13:4-39 If the spot on his skin is white but does not appear to be more than skin deep and the hair in it has not turned white, the priest is to put the infected person in isolation for seven days. On the seventh day the priest is to examine him, and if he sees that the sore is unchanged and has not spread in the skin, he is to keep him in isolation another seven days. On the seventh day the priest is to examine him again, and if the sore has faded and has not spread in the skin, the priest shall pronounce him clean; it is only a rash. The man must wash his clothes, and he will be clean. But if the rash does spread in his skin after he has shown himself to the priest to be pronounced clean, he must appear before the priest again. The priest is to examine him, and if the rash has spread in the skin, he shall pronounce him unclean; it is an infectious disease. “When anyone has an infectious skin disease, he must be brought to the priest. The priest is to examine him, and if there is a white swelling in the skin that has turned the hair white and if there is raw flesh in the swelling, it is a chronic skin disease and the priest shall pronounce him unclean. He is not to put him in isolation, because he is already unclean. “If the disease breaks out all over his skin and, so far as the priest can see, it covers all the skin of the infected person from head to foot, the priest is to examine him, and if the disease has covered his whole body, he shall pronounce that person clean. Since it has all turned white, he is clean.
 But whenever raw flesh appears on him, he will be unclean. When the priest sees the raw flesh, he shall pronounce him unclean. The raw flesh is unclean; he has an infectious disease. Should the raw flesh change and turn white, he must go to the priest. The priest is to examine him, and if the sores have turned white, the priest shall pronounce the infected person clean; then he will be clean. “When someone has a boil on his skin and it heals, and in the place where the boil was, a white swelling or reddish-white spot appears, he must present himself to the priest. The priest is to examine it, and if it appears to be more than skin deep and the hair in it has turned white, the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is an infectious skin disease that has broken out where the boil was. But if, when the priest examines it, there is no white hair in it and it is not more than skin deep and has faded, then the priest is to put him in isolation for seven days. If it is spreading in the skin, the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is infectious. But if the spot is unchanged and has not spread, it is only a scar from the boil, and the priest shall pronounce him clean. “When someone has a burn on his skin and a reddish-white or white spot appears in the raw flesh of the burn, the priest is to examine the spot, and if the hair in it has turned white, and it appears to be more than skin deep, it is an infectious disease that has broken out in the burn. The priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is an infectious skin disease. But if the priest examines it and there is no white hair in the spot and if it is not more than skin deep and has faded, then the priest is to put him in isolation for seven days. On the seventh day the priest is to examine him, and if it is spreading in the skin, the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is an infectious skin disease. If, however, the spot is unchanged and has not spread in the skin but has faded, it is a swelling from the burn, and the priest shall pronounce him clean; it is only a scar from the burn. “If a man or woman has a sore on the head or on the chin, the priest is to examine the sore, and if it appears to be more than skin deep and the hair in it is yellow and thin, the priest shall pronounce that person unclean; it is an itch, an infectious disease of the head or chin. But if, when the priest examines this kind of sore, it does not seem to be more than skin deep and there is no black hair in it, then the priest is to put the infected person in isolation for seven days. On the seventh day the priest is to examine the sore, and if the itch has not spread and there is no yellow hair in it and it does not appear to be more than skin deep, he must be shaved except for the diseased area, and the priest is to keep him in isolation another seven days. On the seventh day the priest is to examine the itch, and if it has not spread in the skin and appears to be no more than skin deep, the priest shall pronounce him clean. He must wash his clothes, and he will be clean. But if the itch does spread in the skin after he is pronounced clean, the priest is to examine him, and if the itch has spread in the skin, the priest does not need to look for yellow hair; the person is unclean. If, however, in his judgment it is unchanged and black hair has grown in it, the itch is healed. He is clean, and the priest shall pronounce him clean. “When a man or woman has white spots on the skin, the priest is to examine them, and if the spots are dull white, it is a harmless rash that has broken out on the skin; that person is clean. 
In the remainder of this chapter I have appended the commentary on this section from the New International Bible Commentary:
“The findings of various recent investigations of ‘Biblical leprosy’ tend towards the same conclusion: the ‘leprosy’ of Leviticus 13-14 is, in most if not all cases, different from modern leprosy. This is hardly surprising since the term ‘leprosy’ is also used of a condition in clothing and in houses (13:47-59; 14:33-53). The word translated ‘leprosy’ covers a wide variety of skin disorders. Some of these disorders are quite minor and NEB’s rendition by ‘malignant skin-disease’ is unsuitable in view of the usual significance of ‘malignant’ in medical contexts. Indeed, in one of the most recent examinations of the Biblical data, E. V. Hulse ventures the opinion that vv. 1-28 of our chapter are describing psoriasis 
 in its various forms. The use of the word ‘leprosy’ in the English Bible tradition stems from a mistranslation by the Septuagint and Vulgate. On the other hand, ‘true leprosy certainly did exist in the Near East in New Testament times’ (NBD, p. 459). Responsibility for declaring a person clean or unclean rested with the priests—this was their sole ‘medical’ function—and chs. 13-14 are essentially a diagnostic manual to aid them in their pronouncements. 

(a) Diagnosis and Procedure (13:1-17) 

A case of ‘leprosy’ which first manifests itself as a mark on the skin. If the hair on the spot is white and the sore subcutaneous then the priest must pronounce the man unclean. If the tell-tale symptoms are absent the person must be quarantined for seven days and provided that there is evidence of improvement he must be quarantined for a second period of seven days (contrast the case of Miriam in Numbers 12:14). If after a fortnight the mark has faded the man may be declared ritually clean. Should the symptoms reappear a further inspection is necessary, for the chances are that the man has an unclean skin affection. Verses 9-17 are concerned with more advanced cases for which periods of quarantine would be superfluous. The presence or absence of raw flesh is the crucial factor, as vv. 14 ff. also indicate. Thus a man might be covered from head to foot with the white mark and yet be pronounced clean. Regression in cases where there is raw flesh leads to a happier verdict. 

(b) Recurrence of Symptoms (13:18-23) 

Where there is a suspected recurrence of inflammation the priest is to look for the usual symptoms (cf. v. 3) and if these are present the person is unclean. Quarantine regulations must again apply before an individual can be declared clean but it appears that this time a clean bill of health can be dispensed after only one seven-day period of confinement. 

(c) Cases of Burns (13:24-28) 

The same symptoms are sought and the same regulations apply as in the previous section. The concern is with burns which turn septic (Snaith, NCB). 

(d) Various Skin Diseases (13:29-39) 

According to Hulse vv. 29-37 describe favus (‘a very severe fungus infection of the skin’). Verses 29 f. probably refer to tinea (cf. JB). In vv. 31-34 an impetiginous infection is implied. The absence of black hair would be a bad sign and would call for investigation. Instead of black NEB has ‘yellow’, following LXX; the sense is little affected since either way there was need for further observation. Shaving round the affected area would make it easier to decide whether the itch was spreading. A second period of quarantine is required (cf. v. 5) to make absolutely sure that there is no uncleanness attaching to the infection. Even after the cleansing ritual has been observed the trouble could recrudesce, in which case the person should be declared unclean without further ado. 38 f. a harmless rash: vitiligo may be intended. NEB ‘dull-white leprosy’ agrees with LXX; the translation is unfortunate.

Leviticus 13:40-44 “When a man has lost his hair and is bald, he is clean. If he has lost his hair from the front of his scalp and has a bald forehead, he is clean. But if he has a reddish-white sore on his bald head or forehead, it is an infectious disease breaking out on his head or forehead. The priest is to examine him, and if the swollen sore on his head or forehead is reddish-white like an infectious skin disease, the man is diseased and is unclean. The priest shall pronounce him unclean because of the sore on his head. 
e) Cases of Baldness (13:40-44) 

No uncleanness attaches to baldness per se, but if it is accompanied by a reddish-white sore that is a different matter.

Leviticus 13:45-46 “The person with such an infectious disease must wear torn clothes, let his hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of his face and cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ As long as he has the infection he remains unclean. He must live alone; he must live outside the camp. 
Unclean! (13:45-46) 

A person pronounced unclean by reason of a skin disease had to behave as if in mourning. His clothes and hair proclaimed his living death (cf. 10:6). For the covering of the lips cf. Ezekiel 24:17, 22. Isolation outside the camp was the sentence for all those found to be ritually unclean (cf. 2 Kings 7:3); it was a misery sufficient to bring even Jew and Samaritan together (Luke 17:12-19).
Leviticus 13:47-59 “If any clothing is contaminated with mildew--any woolen or linen clothing, any woven or knitted material of linen or wool, any leather or anything made of leather-- and if the contamination in the clothing, or leather, or woven or knitted material, or any leather article, is greenish or reddish, it is a spreading mildew and must be shown to the priest. The priest is to examine the mildew and isolate the affected article for seven days. On the seventh day he is to examine it, and if the mildew has spread in the clothing, or the woven or knitted material, or the leather, whatever its use, it is a destructive mildew; the article is unclean. He must burn up the clothing, or the woven or knitted material of wool or linen, or any leather article that has the contamination in it, because the mildew is destructive; the article must be burned up. “But if, when the priest examines it, the mildew has not spread in the clothing, or the woven or knitted material, or the leather article, he shall order that the contaminated article be washed. Then he is to isolate it for another seven days. After the affected article has been washed, the priest is to examine it, and if the mildew has not changed its appearance, even though it has not spread, it is unclean. Burn it with fire, whether the mildew has affected one side or the other. If, when the priest examines it, the mildew has faded after the article has been washed, he is to tear the contaminated part out of the clothing, or the leather, or the woven or knitted material. But if it reappears in the clothing, or in the woven or knitted material, or in the leather article, it is spreading, and whatever has the mildew must be burned with fire. The clothing, or the woven or knitted material, or any leather article that has been washed and is rid of the mildew, must be washed again, and it will be clean.” These are the regulations concerning contamination by mildew in woolen or linen clothing, woven or knitted material, or any leather article, for pronouncing them clean or unclean.

In the Old Testament, the term mildew was often used generically to refer to mold. Molds are ubiquitous, and mold spores are a common component of household and workplace dust; however, when mold spores are present in large quantities, they can present a health hazard to humans, potentially causing allergic reactions and respiratory problems.

Some molds also produce mycotoxins that can pose serious health risks to humans and animals. Some studies claim that exposure to high levels of mycotoxins can lead to neurological problems and in some cases, death. Prolonged exposure, e.g. daily home exposure, may be particularly harmful.
The health risks of mold were not commonly understood in the ancient world. It was just understood that mold often spoiled that on which it grew.

� Reference - http://www.gatheringofchrist.org/no-scales-no-fins-no-good/


� In some parts of the world, flies grow up to an inch in length.


� ttps://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/02/100209182456.htm


� Paleoepidemiology  (the study of how diseases have evolved since ancient times) has placed the emergence of measles at about 500 AD. 


� Edersheim considers that this description means it is not leprosy at all, and so the person is clean. For my part, it makes no sense at all, and makes me wonder if there was a mistake in copying or translation. It is not an important point at any rate.


� Psoriasis is a long-lasting autoimmune disease characterized by patches of abnormal skin. These skin patches are typically red, itchy, and scaly. They may vary in severity from small and localized to complete body coverage.
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