Leviticus – Lesson 12
Leviticus 23:1 – 23:44
Lesson 11 on Chapters 21 and 22 of Leviticus covered special instructions for the priests and their families. In those chapters we saw that the priests, who were to represent the Holiness of God were held to a higher standard than the rest of the people. This even extended to their families. The last sixteen verses of Chapter 22 merely reiterated the importance of the offerings being made in the way the LORD had specified in His Law.
In Leviticus 23 the LORD gave instructions concerning the observation of the Sabbaths and the main Feasts of Israel. There were other fasts and feasts 
 would be added to the calendar later during long history of Israel to celebrate special events.
Leviticus 23:1-2 The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘These are my appointed feasts, the appointed feasts of the LORD, which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies. 
This specified the content of this revelation of the LORD. The full details concerning the ceremonies of some Feasts were sometimes given elsewhere in the Law, such as concerning the Day of Atonement.
Leviticus 23:3 “‘There are six days when you may work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest, a day of sacred assembly. You are not to do any work; wherever you live, it is a Sabbath to the LORD. 
The first sacred assembly which was a day of rest was the weekly Sabbath. The first Sabbath had occurred on the seventh day after the first fall of manna in Exodus 16:13-30. The keeping of a Sabbath was also the subject of the 3rd Commandment (Exodus 20:8-11). See also Exodus 31:12-18, and Exodus 35:2-3.
Leviticus 23:4 “‘These are the LORD’s appointed feasts, the sacred assemblies you are to proclaim at their appointed times: 
The Feasts that followed were to be celebrated yearly at the times indicated.
Leviticus 23:5 The LORD’s Passover begins at twilight on the fourteenth day of the first month. 
The actual sacrifice was to begin on the 14th at twilight (the word עֶרֶב {eh'·rev} in Exodus 12:6, Leviticus 23:5, and Numbers 9:3 literally means “the darkening” from a primitive root through the idea of covering with a texture). However, in Jesus’ day, the Priests had expanded the meaning so that twilight was taken to mean any time after the sun began to decline (12 Noon). This allowed the tens of thousands of sacrifices to be done in the Temple for the hundreds of thousands of pilgrims who came to Jerusalem. When the Last Passover came, both “the darkening” and 12 noon occurred at the same time as darkness covered the earth from 12:00 PM until 3:00 PM as Christ suffered for the sins of the world thus perfectly fulfilling the shadow prophecy of the Law:
Matthew 27:45-46 “From the sixth hour (12:00 PM) until the ninth hour (3:00 PM) darkness 
 came over all the land. About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”
Additional regulations for the Passover were given in Exodus 12:43-49, Exodus 34:25, Numbers 9:1-14, and Deuteronomy 16:1-7. It was the only Feast which was to be celebrated a month later, if the first Feast day was missed. I think that tells us about the importance of the crucifixion which the Passover foreshadowed.
Leviticus 23:6 On the fifteenth day of that month the LORD’s Feast of Unleavened Bread begins; for seven days you must eat bread made without yeast. 
The fifteenth day of any month was fifteen days after the new moon. The New Moon was always on the first day of the month and a minor festival.
Leviticus 23:7 On the first day hold a sacred assembly and do no regular work. 
The first day after the twilight Passover was a Sabbath. This is what has caused such confusion about both the day and year of Christ’s death. Whatever day of the week that Jesus died, it was the Passover and the following day was the Sabbath of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. When the organized Church got around to setting days and times, they read the passage in Mark:

Mark 15:42 “It (the day of Christ’s death) was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath).”
Luke 23:54 “It (the day of Christ’s death) was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin.”
Being generally ignorant of the Old Testament and Jewish customs they assumed the Sabbath in question was a Saturday Sabbath and not a Feast Sabbath. That not only set the year of Christ’s death on the wrong day, but in wrong year, since the only feasible year in which Passover occurred on Friday was 33 AD. The correct day and year were Wednesday in 30 AD.
Leviticus 23:8 For seven days present an offering made to the LORD by fire. And on the seventh day hold a sacred assembly and do no regular work.’” 
The Feast of Unleavened Bread would be celebrated in the Temple by offering a burnt offering on each of the seven days. The first day of that week was to be a Sabbath, and the last day was also to be a Sabbath. For the seven days of the Feast, nothing with yeast (leaven) could be eaten (Exodus 12:17-20).
Leviticus 23:9 The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When you enter the land I am going to give you and you reap its harvest, bring to the priest a sheaf of the first grain you harvest. 
This provision would not come into effect until after the end of forty years when the Israelites crossed the Jordan into the land. Further details were given for the offering in Deuteronomy 26:1-10.
They entered the land forty years to the day after they had left Egypt on Passover. It was the evening of the fourteenth day of the first month and they were camped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho. It was the day that ended with the sacrifice of the Passover Lamb. The day after the Passover, that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land: unleavened bread and roasted grain.
Joshua 5:10-12 “On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while camped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover. The day after the Passover, that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land: unleavened bread and roasted grain. The manna stopped the day after they ate this food from the land; there was no longer any manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate of the produce of Canaan.”
Leviticus 23:11 He is to wave the sheaf before the LORD so it will be accepted on your behalf; the priest is to wave it on the day after the Sabbath. 
On the day after the weekly Sabbath, the High Priest was to wave the sheaf of the “firstfruits” before the LORD in the Tabernacle. This was known as the “Firstfruits.” It was a Sunday. It Jesus Christ who was the “First Fruits” from the dead was raised on a Sunday.
1 Corinthians 15:20-23 “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.”
Leviticus 23:12-13 On the day you wave the sheaf, you must sacrifice as a burnt offering to the LORD a lamb a year old without defect, together with its grain offering of two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil--an offering made to the LORD by fire, a pleasing aroma--and its drink offering of a quarter of a hin of wine. 
In addition to the waving of the sheaf there was to be a burnt offering of a lamb along with a grain offering.
Leviticus 23:14 You must not eat any bread, or roasted or new grain, until the very day you bring this offering to your God. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come, wherever you live. 
Until the day they entered the land they were not to eat any grain. They were to eat the Manna that the LORD provided. Of course, in the desert there was no grain for eating.
 When they arrived in the land, the crops that had been planted by the Canaanites were then theirs for the eating, and the supply of Manna stopped.
Leviticus 23:15-16 “‘From the day after the Sabbath, the day you brought the sheaf of the wave offering, count off seven full weeks. Count off fifty days up to the day after the seventh Sabbath, and then present an offering of new grain to the LORD. 
The next major feast was seven weeks plus one day (or fifty days) after the weekly Sabbath previously mentioned. It was called the “Feast of Weeks”
 in the Law and later “Pentecost.”
 It was the day when the Church Age was inaugurated as recorded in Acts:
Acts 2:1 “When the day of Pentecost 
 came was fulfilled,
 they were all together in one place.

Leviticus 23:17a From wherever you live,
This observation was to take place from that first year after they had the Tabernacle and was not to wait until after the reached the land. The “you” here is in the plural. This was one set of offerings by the whole people, not a set by every single person which is clearly impractical. 
Leviticus 23:17b-18 bring two loaves made of two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour, baked with yeast,
 as a wave offering of firstfruits to the LORD. Present with this bread seven male lambs, each a year old and without defect, one young bull and two rams. They will be a burnt offering to the LORD, together with their grain offerings and drink offerings--an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD. 
This was the special offering to be offered in the Tabernacle on that day.
Leviticus 23:19-20 Then sacrifice one male goat for a sin offering and two lambs, each a year old, for a fellowship offering. The priest is to wave the two lambs before the LORD as a wave offering, together with the bread of the firstfruits. They are a sacred offering to the LORD for the priest. 
This special offering was to succeed the other.
Leviticus 23:21 On that same day you are to proclaim a sacred assembly and do no regular work. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come, wherever you live. 
This was also a special Sabbath and called for a sacred assembly of the people. The Sabbath called for a “sacred assembly” Leviticus 23:3. However, clearly after the people occupied the land, it was not possible for all the people to assemble at the Tabernacle every Saturday. However, if possible, they were expected to assemble at the Tabernacle on the three great feasts:
Deuteronomy 16:16-17 “Three times a year all your men must appear before the LORD your God at the place he will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Tabernacles. No man should appear before the LORD empty-handed: Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the LORD your God has blessed you.”

Leviticus 23:22 “‘When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the LORD your God.’” 
This was also in addition to the tithes 
 that were commanded in the Old Testament, part of which were to support the poor and the alien.

Leviticus 23:23-25 The LORD said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites: ‘On the first day of the seventh month 
 you are to have a day of rest, a sacred assembly commemorated with trumpet blasts. Do no regular work, but present an offering made to the LORD by fire.’” 
This moved to the three special days at the end of summer and the dry season in Israel. The first was another Sabbath and sacred assembly. It was marked with trumpet blasts. It was known as the Feast of Trumpets. 
Like all of the special days at the end of the dry season the fulfillment of the prophecy of this special day does not seem to have come. Because of its connection with trumpets, I believe it foreshadows the Rapture of the Church just before the Tribulation. See the two most prominent New Testament passages related to the Rapture:
1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 “According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds  to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.”

1 Corinthians 15:51 “Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed-- in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.”
Leviticus 23:26-27 The LORD said to Moses, “The tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. 
 Hold a sacred assembly and deny afflict yourselves (your souls), and present an offering made to the LORD by fire. 
The Hebrew word translated by the NIV here as “deny” is עָנָה {ä·nä'} which means “afflict.” The correct translation is “afflict your souls.” This important because it establishes the Day of Atonement as a day of mourning which connects the Day of Atonement with the Second Advent of Christ:

Zechariah 12:8-11 “On that day (the Lord’s return and Armageddon) the LORD will shield those who live in Jerusalem, so that the feeblest among them will be like David, and the house of David will be like God, like the Angel of the LORD going before them.
 On that day I will set out to destroy all the nations that attack Jerusalem. “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. On that day the weeping in Jerusalem will be great, like the weeping of Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.”
Matthew 24:30 “At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.”
Revelation 1:7 “Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen.”
The details of the celebration of the Day of Atonement and the two goats had been covered in Leviticus 16. The blood of one of the goats was taken into the Holy of Holies to atone for the sins of Israel. This seems to be connected with the fact that because of blood of Christ, the promises to Israel of an everlasting Kingdom could be established.
Leviticus 23:28-30 Do no work on that day, because it is the Day of Atonement, when atonement is made for you before the LORD your God. Anyone who does not deny himself 
 on that day must be cut off from his people. I will destroy from among his people anyone who does any work on that day. 
The Day of Atonement was also a Sabbath. As we have seen before, when Jesus Christ came to John the Baptist at the Jordan to be baptized and fulfill the meaning of the goat driven into the wilderness to Azazel (Satan), it was a Sabbath when ordinary travel was forbidden. Because of that, Jesus and John were alone.
Leviticus 23:31-32 You shall do no work at all. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come, wherever you live. It is a sabbath of rest for you, and you must deny yourselves. From the evening of the ninth day of the month until the following evening you are to observe your sabbath.” 
This was to be a lasting command and was to be observed even during the forty years in the desert.
Leviticus 23:33-34 The LORD said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites: ‘On the fifteenth day of the seventh month the LORD’s Feast of Tabernacles begins, and it lasts for seven days. 23:35 The first day is a sacred assembly; do no regular work. 
Finally, the last feast is the Feast of Tabernacles. It was also called the Feast of Ingathering (Exodus 34:22). It was also a sacred assembly and a Sabbath.
The Hebrew word translated “tabernacles” here is סֻכָּה {sük·kä'} which is more literally “booth” by which is meant a rude temporary enclosure with generally open sides designed mainly to provide shelter from the sun. It is a different word from the Hebrew word translated “Tabernacle” as related to the “Holy Tabernacle.” That word is the Hebrew מִשְׁכָּן {mish·kän'}. It might be more accurate to call the feast “The Feast of Booths.”
Leviticus 23:36 For seven days present offerings made to the LORD by fire, and on the eighth day hold a sacred assembly and present an offering made to the LORD by fire. It is the closing assembly; do no regular work. 
This will evidently be prophetically fulfilled five days after the Lord’s return and the defeat of Satan when He will gather all believers together in Jerusalem to celebrate His Kingdom. This seems to be what is outlined in Isaiah and Zechariah:
Isaiah 30:27-29 “See, the Name of the LORD comes from afar, with burning anger and dense clouds of smoke; his lips are full of wrath, and his tongue is a consuming fire. His breath is like a rushing torrent, rising up to the neck. He shakes the nations in the sieve of destruction (the Battle of Armegeddon); he places in the jaws of the peoples a bit that leads them astray. And you will sing as on the night you celebrate a holy festival (Feast of Tabernacles); your hearts will rejoice as when people go up with flutes to the mountain of the LORD, to the Rock of Israel (Ingathering to Jerusalem).

Zechariah 14:16 “Then the survivors from all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will go up year after year to worship the King, the LORD Almighty, and to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles.”
Leviticus 23:37-38 (“‘These are the LORD’s appointed feasts, which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies for bringing offerings made to the LORD by fire--the burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink offerings required for each day. These offerings are in addition to those for the LORD’s Sabbaths and in addition to your gifts and whatever you have vowed and all the freewill offerings you give to the LORD.) 
The offerings for the special feasts would be in addition to any other offerings which were to be made in the normal course of events.
Leviticus 23:39 “‘So beginning with the fifteenth day of the seventh month, after you have gathered the crops of the land, celebrate the festival to the LORD for seven days; the first day is a day of rest, and the eighth day also is a day of rest. 
There are two special Sabbaths related to the Feast of Tabernacles just as there were two related to the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
Leviticus 23:40 On the first day you are to take choice fruit from the trees, and palm fronds, leafy branches and poplars, and rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days. 
These were first to be taken in the hand to testify to God’s bounty. By traditional practice these branches and palm fronds became part of the construction material for the shelters of verses 42–43.
Leviticus 23:41-43 Celebrate this as a festival to the LORD for seven days each year. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come; celebrate it in the seventh month. Live in booths for seven days: All native-born Israelites are to live in booths so your descendants will know that I had the Israelites live in booths when I brought them out of Egypt.
 I am the LORD your God.’” 
It is worth noting that this was near the end of the dry season, the month of September, when there is an average rainfall of zero. Thus, living in booths would not be uncomfortable.
Leviticus 23:44 So Moses announced to the Israelites the appointed feasts of the LORD.

This closed this particular set of Laws.

� The Feast of Purim (Esther 9:20-28) and the New Moon Feasts (Numbers 10:10, 28:14) were examples.


� According to both Exodus 12:6 and Leviticus 23:5 the Passover lamb was to be killed at twilight. On the last Passover of Jesus’ crucifixion, twilight came at noon. This not only preempted those who were celebrating the Passover according to the Mosaic Law, but those who followed the customs of Christ’s day. In 30 AD, the Jews gathered in companies at the Temple to have their lambs slaughtered by the priests instead of doing it themselves as during the Exodus (Exodus 12:6). To accommodate the thousands so gathered, the rulers had decreed that between noon and sundown was, for ceremonial purposes, twilight. Thus in 30 AD only Christ was the Lamb of the Passover.


� Evidently they used grain they had brought from Egypt for the grain offerings in the Tabernacle. It is possible they used the Manna as that was a kind of grain and a “type” of Christ.


� Exodus 34:22, Numbers 28:26, Deuteronomy 16:10. 16. It was also called the “Feast of Harvest in Exodus 23:16,


� It is called by the Greek word “Pentecost” which means “the fiftieth” in Acts 2:1, Acts 20:16, and 1 Corinthians 16:8. 


� The coincidence of the beginning of the Church Age and the Feast of Harvest would seem to indicate that the Lord is telling that the Church Age is the time of the great harvest.


� J. Vernon McGee rightly points out that the Greek word here is συμπληρόω {süm-plā-ro'-ō} which literally means “was fulfilled.” This is important because as Passover was fulfilled by the death of Christ, so Pentecost in 30 AD fulfilled the meaning of Pentecost.


� According to Acts 1:15 these numbered “about a hundred and twenty.” These were a small fraction of all the believers or even those who had seen the resurrected Lord. (According to 1 Corinthians 15:6 he appeared to five hundred at one time alone) What, if any, was the experience at this time of the rest of the Church (at least several thousand) is not recorded in Scripture.


� This is one of two places where bread made with yeast was offered. The other place was in Leviticus 7:13. These seem to be related to fellowship offerings.


� This gift was in addition to the Tithes which were in the way of mandatory taxes.


� Leviticus 27:20, 


� Deuteronomy 14:28-29.


� The Jews call it “Rosh Hashanah” which means “head of the year.


� The Jews call it “Yom Kippur.” 


� “The house of David will be like God, like the Angel of the Lord going before them” because Jesus Christ the son of David is God, is the Angel of the Lord.


� The Hebrew word here is also עָנָה {ä·nä'} as above, which means “to afflict.” The correct translation is “afflict your souls.” 


� This calls into question the traditional Jewish interpretation of what constituted booths. There is no way that the Israelites in the desert dwelt in booths made of palm fronds and leafy branches. The materials would not have been available. More likely, they lived in something like tents. Furthermore, the Hebrew word here was often used to refer to pavilions or tents. There came to be an assumption in latter days that the shelters referred to here were constructed out of the materials named in Leviticus 23:40, although there was a disagreement about that between the Pharisees and the Sadducees. At the time of the return from the exile branches were established as the mandated building material. In Jesus’ day the booths were constructed mainly from palm branches.
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