Leviticus – Lesson 11
Leviticus 21:1 – 22:33
In Lesson 10 on Chapters 19 and 20 of Leviticus we studied other instructions which the LORD gave Moses for Israel and their three priests. Some of the commands were new, some of them only reiterated commands already given, and some of them just expanded on the previous commands by specifying the punishment that was due for various violations.
Leviticus 21 and 22 contained additional commands for the priests and their families. As we saw in the earlier lessons, the priests were representative of the Holiness of God in the Tabernacle offerings. In this section we see that as a result, the priests and even their families were held to a higher standard than the rest of the people.
Leviticus 21:1-3 The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the priests, the sons of Aaron, and say to them: ‘A priest must not make himself ceremonially unclean for any of his people who die,  except for a close relative, such as his mother or father, his son or daughter, his brother, or an unmarried sister who is dependent on him since she has no husband--for her he may make himself unclean. 
Because the priest was to represent the Holiness of Christ the great mediator between man and God,
 a priest who was unclean could not officiate in the Tabernacle. One way to become ceremonially unclean was to touch a dead body.
Numbers 19:11 “Whoever touches the dead body of anyone will be unclean for seven days.”

The later command in Ezekiel reiterated this principal:

Ezekiel 44:25 “A priest must not defile himself by going near a dead person; however, if the dead person was his father or mother, son or daughter, brother or unmarried sister, then he may defile himself.”

However, in the case of close family, the priest could allow himself to become disqualified to serve in the Tabernacle for seven days by participating in their burial.

Leviticus 21:4 He must not make himself unclean for people related to him by marriage, and so defile himself. 
The priest was only allowed to become purposely unclean during the funerals of his near blood relations. Interestingly, that did not include his wife.
Leviticus 21:5a “‘Priests must not shave their heads or shave off the corners of their chins. RST

As we noted in the previous lesson in Leviticus 19:27, priests were to have beards, but they were to be well groomed.
Leviticus 21:5b or cut their bodies. 
The cutting of their bodies would have made them physical defective and unqualified to serve (verse 16). It would also have insinuated a type of self-flagellation which is contrary to the story of Christ’s death on the cross. That was a theme of the pagan priests as seen in the contest between Elijah and the priests of Baal (1 Kings 18:28).
Leviticus 21:6 They must be holy to their God and must not profane the name of their God. Because they present the offerings made to the LORD by fire, the food of their God, they are to be holy. 
Since they represented God’s true High Priest in the offering, they must represent the perfection of Him in their person.
Leviticus 21:7 “‘They must not marry women defiled by prostitution or divorced from their husbands, because priests are holy to their God. 
In marriage both the priest and his wife become one.
  Thus the wife of the priest must also represent the perfection of Holiness.
Leviticus 21:8 Regard them as holy, because they offer up the food of your God. Consider them holy, because I the LORD am holy--I who make you holy. 
The priests represented the Holiness of the Great High Priest to come.
Leviticus 21:9 “‘If a priest’s daughter defiles herself by becoming a prostitute, she disgraces her father; she must be burned in the fire. 
The higher expectations were extended to the priest’s family, including the daughter. Only in this case was the penalty for prostitution death.
Leviticus 21:10 “‘The high priest, the one among his brothers who has had the anointing oil poured on his head and who has been ordained to wear the priestly garments, must not let his hair become unkempt or tear his clothes. 
The one who was the High Priest was to make sure his appearance was immaculate. It is worth noting that the High Priest Caiaphas who condemned Jesus for blasphemy violated this Law even as he condemned Jesus:
Matthew 26:64b-65 “The high priest said to him, ‘I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.’ ‘Yes, it is as you say,’ Jesus replied. ‘But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.’
 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, ‘He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy.’”

Thus Matthew underlined the fact that Caiaphas was not worthy to be High Priest.
Leviticus 21:11-12 He must not enter a place where there is a dead body. He must not make himself unclean, even for his father or mother, nor leave the sanctuary of his God or desecrate it, because he has been dedicated by the anointing oil of his God. I am the LORD. 
An ordinary priest could participate in the burial of his parents. However, a High Priest, of which there was only one, could not. The functions of an ordinary priest could be carried on by other ordinary priests, but the functions of the High Priest could not be carried out by anyone else. Also, for him, just going into a place where a body was kept made him unclean.
Leviticus 21:13-15 “‘The woman he marries must be a virgin.
 He must not marry a widow, a divorced woman, or a woman defiled by prostitution, but only a virgin from his own people, so he will not defile his offspring among his people. I am the LORD, who makes him holy.’” 
The regulations for being the wife of a High Priest were even stricter. Besides the other bars against the woman having been a prostitute or divorced, the woman marrying the High Priest must also not be a widow. She had to be a virgin. You might notice that the command specified “woman” in the singular indicating the High Priest was to have one wife.
Leviticus 21:16-20 The LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron: ‘For the generations to come none of your descendants who has a defect may come near to offer the food of his God. No man who has any defect may come near: no man who is blind or lame, disfigured or deformed; no man with a crippled foot or hand, or who is hunchbacked or dwarfed, or who has any eye defect, or who has festering or running sores or damaged testicles. 
Since the person of the High Priest was a to be a foreshadowing of Jesus Christ, this pretty much tells us that Jesus Christ in His humanity was not only sinless, but physically perfect. Some commentators have mistakenly taken Isaiah 53:2 to suppose that Jesus was ugly or deformed.
Isaiah 53:2 “He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.”

Also opposed to this view are:

Isaiah 4:2 “In that day the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious.” 
Isaiah 28:5 “In that day the LORD Almighty will be a glorious crown, a beautiful wreath for the remnant of his people.” 
Luke 2:52 “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.” 
Leviticus 21:21 No descendant of Aaron the priest who has any defect is to come near to present the offerings made to the LORD by fire. He has a defect; he must not come near to offer the food of his God. 
Unfortunately, there was at least one case in the history of the Jews where two brothers in the family of the Maccabees (Antigonus and Hyrcanus) were rivals for the High Priesthood. Antigonus had his brother’s ears cut off to make him ineligible for the High Priesthood. Flavius Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, Book 14, Chapter 13, Paragraph 10.
Leviticus 21:22-24 He may eat the most holy food of his God, as well as the holy food; yet because of his defect, he must not go near the curtain or approach the altar, and so desecrate my sanctuary. I am the LORD, who makes them holy. ‘“So Moses told this to Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelites.

Any physically defective descendant of Aaron could partake of the other privileges of his family, but he could not serve as Priest or High Priest.
Leviticus 22:1-2 The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and his sons to treat with respect the sacred offerings the Israelites consecrate to me, so they will not profane my holy name. I am the LORD. 
The Priests were carefully to follow all the regulations the LORD had set forth for their part in the sacrifices. The sons of Eli, who was the High Priest who raised the prophet Samuel from childhood, were notorious for violating this. They died for their violation (1 Samuel 2:12-17, 34).
Leviticus 22:3 “Say to them: ‘For the generations to come, if any of your descendants is ceremonially unclean and yet comes near the sacred offerings that the Israelites consecrate to the LORD, that person must be cut off from my presence. I am the LORD. 
The punishment for this violation was to be forever cut off from entering the Tabernacle, and thus cut off from the full function of their priesthood.
Leviticus 22:4-5 “‘If a descendant of Aaron has an infectious skin disease or a bodily discharge, he may not eat the sacred offerings until he is cleansed. He will also be unclean if he touches something defiled by a corpse or by anyone who has an emission of semen, or if he touches any crawling thing that makes him unclean, or any person who makes him unclean, whatever the uncleanness may be. 
This was the Law by which Matthias, the wicked High Priest when Jesus was born, excused himself from officiating in the Temple on the Fast of Esther when the idol of the Roman Golden Eagle was torn down off the gate of the Temple. That was also the day when Jesus was dedicated as the first born son.
Leviticus 22:6-7 The one who touches any such thing will be unclean till evening. He must not eat any of the sacred offerings unless he has bathed himself with water. When the sun goes down, he will be clean, and after that he may eat the sacred offerings, for they are his food. 
Unlike contact with the dead, which made a person unclean for seven days, these things would only make a person unclean until evening.
Leviticus 22:8 He must not eat anything found dead or torn by wild animals, and so become unclean through it. I am the LORD. 
This was also a law for the ordinary Israelite.
Leviticus 22:9 “‘The priests are to keep my requirements so that they do not become guilty and die for treating them with contempt. I am the LORD, who makes them holy. 
The LORD warned that this could become a death penalty offense. In the Church Age we are similarly warned against partaking of the LORD’s supper with the contempt of unconfessed sin:

1 Corinthians 11:27-30 “Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep.” 
Leviticus 22:10 “‘No one outside a priest’s family may eat the sacred offering, nor may the guest of a priest or his hired worker eat it. 
This would have referred only to the fellowship offering. The right thigh and breast always belonged to the priests and did not have to be eaten within the confines of the Tabernacle as did the sin and guilt offering. The meat could be taken home, but it could only be eaten by the family. It could not be sold or bartered.
Leviticus 22:11 But if a priest buys a slave with money, or if a slave is born in his household, that slave may eat his food. 
This tells us that the slave who was bought was considered part of the priest’s family. This has an echo of our High Priest who redeemed us from slavery to sin and made us part of His family:
Hebrews 2:11 “Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.”
Leviticus 22:12 If a priest’s daughter marries anyone other than a priest, she may not eat any of the sacred contributions. 
However, if a priest daughter married outside of the family, she was considered part of another family and denied the privilege of eating of the fellowship offerings.
Leviticus 22:13 But if a priest’s daughter becomes a widow or is divorced, yet has no children, and she returns to live in her father’s house as in her youth, she may eat of her father’s food. No unauthorized person, however, may eat any of it. 
However, if her ties to her other family ceases to exist, she would be readmitted as a member of the priest’s family.
Leviticus 22:14 “‘If anyone eats a sacred offering by mistake, he must make restitution to the priest for the offering and add a fifth of the value to it. 
The penalty for violating this was merely restitution plus 1/5th. 
Leviticus 22:15-16 The priests must not desecrate the sacred offerings the Israelites present to the LORD by allowing them to eat the sacred offerings and so bring upon them guilt requiring payment. I am the LORD, who makes them holy.’” 
However, in spite of the fact that restitution plus a profit would be made to the priest, it was imperative that the mistake not be encouraged to raise money. It was a duty they owed to the LORD who had given them their special priesthood.
Leviticus 22:17-18 The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelites and say to them: ‘If any of you--either an Israelite or an alien living in Israel--presents a gift for a burnt offering to the LORD, either to fulfill a vow or as a freewill offering, you must present a male without defect from the cattle, sheep or goats in order that it may be accepted on your behalf. Do not bring anything with a defect, because it will not be accepted on your behalf. When anyone brings from the herd or flock a fellowship offering to the LORD to fulfill a special vow or as a freewill offering, it must be without defect or blemish to be acceptable.
This just reinforced the importance of the command already given with regard to all the offerings that they must be without physical defect.
Leviticus 22:22 Do not offer to the LORD the blind, the injured or the maimed, or anything with warts or festering or running sores. Do not place any of these on the altar as an offering made to the LORD by fire. 
Just in case they didn’t get it, the LORD defined what “without defect” meant.
Leviticus 22:23 ‘In respect to an ox or a lamb which has is overgrown or stunted member, you may present it for a freewill offering, but for a vow it will not be accepted. ASV
“Defect” did not mean refer to small or overgrown animals. However, a very small goat was not worth what a “normal goat” was. This could not be used to weasel out of paying the full value of the original vow.
Leviticus 22:24-25 You must not offer to the LORD an animal whose testicles are bruised, crushed, torn or cut. You must not do this in your own land, and you must not accept such animals from the hand of a foreigner and offer them as the food of your God. They will not be accepted on your behalf, because they are deformed and have defects.’” 
These were further descriptions of “defect.”
Leviticus 22:26-27 The LORD said to Moses, “When a calf, a lamb or a goat is born, it is to remain with its mother for seven days. From the eighth day on, it will be acceptable as an offering made to the LORD by fire. 
No otherwise eligible animal could be offered younger the eight days. There are two things that suggest themselves. One, a son was always circumcised on the eighth day (Leviticus 12:3). Two, this would prevent them from offering a runt who was unlikely to survive.
Leviticus 22:28 Do not slaughter a cow or a sheep and its young on the same day. 
This did not refer to offerings, but to all slaughtering. The only thing that suggests itself is that it speaks of mercy. There is another law like it:

Deuteronomy 22:6-7 “If you come across a bird’s nest beside the road, either in a tree or on the ground, and the mother is sitting on the young or on the eggs, do not take the mother with the young. You may take the young, but be sure to let the mother go, so that it may go well with you and you may have a long life.” 
Leviticus 22:29-30 “When you sacrifice a thank offering to the LORD, sacrifice it in such a way that it will be accepted on your behalf. It must be eaten that same day; leave none of it till morning. I am the LORD. 
This reiterated the rules for a fellowship offering of thanksgiving as given originally in Leviticus 7:12-15. These offering belonged to the priests.
Leviticus 22:31 “Keep my commands and follow them. I am the LORD. 
It was important that they followed the rules precisely. They were there for a reason. However, over the succeeding centuries, they rarely did.
Leviticus 22:32-33 Do not profane my holy name. I must be acknowledged as holy by the Israelites. I am the LORD, who makes you holy and who brought you out of Egypt to be your God. I am the LORD.”

The LORD was to worshipped as who He was and according to the great debt they owed to Him.
� Hebrews 9:11 “When Christ came as high priest of the good things to come,  he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made.”


� Genesis 2:24 “A man will --- be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.”


� This is a direct reference to Daniel 7:13 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.


� This is a shadow of the virgin birth. God’s High Priest was born of a virgin.


� This only refers to the fact that the Jews were looking for another glamorous figure like Solomon.  Jesus son of a humble carpenter was the very antithesis of that.
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