Leviticus – Lesson 10
Leviticus 19:1 – 20:27
In Lesson 9 on Chapter 17 and 18 of Leviticus we studied new instructions which the LORD gave Moses for Israel and their three priests. First, He made it clear that sacrifices were to be made only at the new Tabernacle. They were to immediately cease their practice of other offerings which had been offered to idols. Second, the LORD commanded them to cease the eating of any blood. We studied the significance of that. Finally, we studied the Laws related to prohibited sexual relations. Sexual relations were prohibited with close blood relations to prevent genetic diseases. They were also prohibited with close family relations by marriage to prevent the breakdown of the family. There were also strict prohibitions against homosexuality, bestiality, human sacrifice, and idolatry.

In our study of Leviticus 19 we will see a different revelation to Moses of additional laws, given some time shortly after the opening of the Tabernacle worship.
Leviticus 19:1 The LORD said to Moses, 
It is not recorded specifically where or how the LORD made these revelations, but I have to suppose that He spoke to Moses from above the cherubim on the Ark, behind the curtain within the Holy of Holies.
Leviticus 19:2 “Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy. 
This is the ultimate command that demonstrated that the people of Israel could not hope to match what God required on their own merit. There was only one person who lived up to this command. He was Jesus Christ, and all who hope to stand before the LORD must stand there on His merit. Of course in the Old Testament, they could only look forward to the coming of God’s Holy One who would be the redeemer:

Isaiah 47:4 “Our Redeemer--the LORD Almighty is his name-- is the Holy One of Israel.”
Leviticus 19:3-4 “‘Each of you must respect his mother and father, and you must observe my Sabbaths. I am the LORD your God. “‘Do not turn to idols or make gods of cast metal for yourselves. I am the LORD your God.
This is a repetition in different form of the sixth, fifth, and first of the Ten Commandments:

Exodus 20:9-10a “Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God.”

Exodus 20:12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.”
Exodus 20:3-4 “You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol 
 in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.”
Leviticus 19:5 “‘When you sacrifice a fellowship offering to the LORD, sacrifice it in such a way that it will be accepted on your behalf. 
This just enjoins the Israelites to follow all the commands regarding their fellowship offerings which had already been given, and which we studied earlier in Leviticus.
Leviticus 19:6-7 It shall be eaten on the day you sacrifice it or on the next day; anything left over until the third day must be burned up. If any of it is eaten on the third day, it is impure and will not be accepted. 
The fellowship offerings with the exception of the fat, the liver, and the kidneys were left for the offerer. It could be eaten at the discretion of the offerer. However, it must be eaten within the first two days. It was not allowed to spoil and it was then respectfully burned to ashes. In those days before refrigeration, it was also a health measure.
Leviticus 19:8 Whoever eats it will be held responsible because he has desecrated what is holy to the LORD; that person must be cut off from his people. 
To treat it any other way was to be disrespectful of the ceremonial meaning of the offering. It looked forward to the death of the redeemer to come who would be the basis of our fellowship with the LORD.
Leviticus 19:9-10 “‘When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the LORD your God. 
This was one of the provisions which the LORD made in that agricultural economy for the poor and the alien. It might be noted that it did involve work for the poor and the alien. In the Book of Ruth, this was the means by which Ruth and Naomi were able to eat.
Leviticus 19:11a “‘Do not steal. 
This is a repetition of the eighth command.
Leviticus 19:11b-12 “‘Do not lie. “‘Do not deceive one another. “‘Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am the LORD.
These are an expansion of the sense of the ninth commandment:
Exodus 20:16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.”
Leviticus 19:13 “‘Do not defraud your neighbor or rob him. “‘Do not hold back the wages of a hired man overnight. 
This is an expansion of the command not to steal.
Leviticus 19:14 “‘Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the blind, but fear your God. I am the LORD. 
This was the first law which called for the helping of the disabled. It called for all who would abuse them to fear the LORD. After all, He would be the one who would avenge the disabled.
Leviticus 19:15 “‘Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly. 
If we are to imitate the Holiness of the LORD, we are also called upon to imitate His justice which is always fair.
Leviticus 19:16 “‘Do not go about spreading slander among your people. “‘Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. I am the LORD. 
Again, remembering that it is the LORD to whom we must answer, we should always respect the truth.
Leviticus 19:17 “‘Do not hate your brother in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share in his guilt. 
Hatred for a person, even one who is a wrongdoer is a poison in one’s soul. That does not mean that wrongdoing should not be honestly rebuked. How else could he be expected to correct himself?
Leviticus 19:18a “‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, 
They should never take the law into their own hands or even bury resentment in their hearts. They should leave it up to the operation of the courts and in the hands of the LORD.
Leviticus 19:18b but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD. 
Although this is the only time this appears in the Old Testament, this was the second most important of all the commands according to the Lord Jesus Christ:
Matthew 22:35-40 “One of them (a Pharisee), an expert in the law, tested him with this question: ‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?’ Jesus replied: ‘‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 
 This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.’”
It is awesome to consider that Jesus Christ kept this perfectly. The Eternal God loves us (His neighbor) as He loves Himself.

Leviticus 19:19 “‘Keep my decrees. “‘Do not mate different kinds of animals. “‘Do not plant your field with two kinds of seed. “‘Do not wear clothing woven of two kinds of material. 
This was just practical advice. Most kinds of animals will not mate with other kinds of animals. However some like donkeys and horses do and produce mules which are sterile. Two kinds of plants, wheat and barley for example, would make harvesting difficult because they ripened at different times. Two kinds of material would shrink at different rates, so the resulting weave would distort and tear.
Leviticus 19:20 “‘If a man sleeps with a woman who is a slave girl promised to another man but who has not been ransomed or given her freedom, there must be due punishment. Yet they are not to be put to death, because she had not been freed. 
The term politely translated “sleeps with” is the Hebrew שִׁכְבַת־זֶרַע {shä·kav' zeh'·rah} which literally means “lies down to seed.” Clearly this is speaking of copulation in its fullest extent. The woman involved would probably have been an alien who had been captured in war as when the Israelites later captured and kept as slaves the Midianite women and children (Numbers 31:9). These alien slave girls were not held to the same level of accountability as a free woman, who in the same circumstances would be stoned to death if they consented to the act (Leviticus 22:23-24). What “due punishment” was to the man and woman must have been determined by the council of elders of the tribe or city.
Leviticus 19:21-22 The man, however, must bring a ram to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting for a guilt offering to the LORD. With the ram of the guilt offering the priest is to make atonement for him before the LORD for the sin he has committed, and his sin will be forgiven. 
After suffering the “due punishment” ordered by the council (probably monetary) the Israelite man was obliged to bring a guilt offering of a ram according to the law of Leviticus 6:1-6. That offering was for “deceiving his neighbor about something entrusted to him or left in his care or stolen.”
Leviticus 19:23-25 “‘When you enter the land and plant any kind of fruit tree, regard its fruit as forbidden. For three years you are to consider it forbidden; it must not be eaten. In the fourth year all its fruit will be holy, an offering of praise to the LORD. But in the fifth year you may eat its fruit. In this way your harvest will be increased. I am the LORD your God.
Zondervan NIV Bible Commentary - “The common fruit trees of Palestine were the olive, fig, and date palm. The details of Israelite horticulture are unknown. Does this verse mean that fruit may be eaten in the fifth year of the tree or in the fifth year of its fruit bearing? Probably the latter. Olives are slow-growing trees. Date palms reach full maturity in thirty years but last for nearly two hundred years. The main idea, probably, is that the first three crops are light and that the firstfruits given to the Lord should be a good crop, such as would be borne in the fourth year.” 
Leviticus 19:26a “‘Do not eat any meat with the blood still in it. 
This was a repetition of the command against eating blood which we saw in Leviticus 17:10-14 and which we studied in the previous lesson.
Leviticus 19:26b “‘Do not practice divination or sorcery. 
This was the first mention of this prohibition, although it was later also expressly forbidden in Deuteronomy 18:10-14.
Leviticus 19:27a “‘You shall not round the corners of your head KJV

I have used the literal King James Translation. This seems to prohibit the shaving of the head.
Leviticus 19:27b neither shall you mar the corners of your beard (chin). RST
The word translated “beard” here in Leviticus was also understood for “chin” as in Leviticus 13:29-30 where it refers to the chin of a woman. In later books it came to be understood as the beard of the man. Here, I think it means to prohibit shaving the chin. When this command is reiterated in Leviticus 21 the language is much clearer. There the Hebrew word גָּלַח {gä·lakh'} meaning “shave” is used
Leviticus 21:5a “‘Priests must not shave their heads or shave off the corners of your chin.” RST
The command for priests given in Ezekiel also uses the same word for “shave,” but is applied to the entire head. As in Leviticus 10:6 they were told to keep that hair from becoming unkempt.
Ezekiel 44:20 “‘They (the priests) must not shave 
 their heads or let their hair grow long, but they are to keep the hair of their heads trimmed.”

Leviticus 19:28 “‘Do not cut your bodies for the dead or put tattoo marks on yourselves. I am the LORD. 
As was cutting the body, tattooing was also related to pagan ritual. Besides that, we know today that it is very unhealthy and can promote infection.
Leviticus 19:29 “‘Do not degrade your daughter by making her a prostitute, or the land will turn to prostitution and be filled with wickedness. 
You should remember that in that culture, fathers were the ones who gave their daughters in marriage. This was just to make sure that the fathers did not think that they were entitled to give their daughters to the practice of prostitution as was common in many of the cults around them. It is interesting that, although prostitution was forbidden, and carried certain social penalties, it was not punishable by death except for one instance which we shall see later.
Leviticus 19:30a “‘Observe my Sabbaths 
This exhorts keeping the fourth commandment about the weekly Sabbaths: Exodus 20:8-10a “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God.” It also refers to the Special Sabbaths like the Feast of Unleavened Bread and the Day of Atonement.
Leviticus 19:30b and have reverence for my sanctuary. I am the LORD. 
This commanded them to have respect for the way the LORD had ordered the Tabernacle to be built and not make unilateral changes. The same applied to the ceremonials and feasts which the LORD had commanded.
Leviticus 19:31 “‘Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, for you will be defiled by them. I am the LORD your God. 
Consulting mediums and spiritists was another heritage from their exposure to the pagan culture. Like believers in the Church Age, they had access to the Word of God and direct prayer to the LORD. What did they need with mediums? They could speak directly to the LORD. Consulting a medium or spiritists carried no legal penalty, but being a medium or spiritists was a death penalty offense (Leviticus 20:27).
Leviticus 19:32 “‘Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your God. I am the LORD. 
This is the only place in the Law that this is given. It is certainly not generally practiced in the Church today.
Leviticus 19:33-34 “‘When an alien lives with you in your land, do not mistreat him. The alien living with you must be treated as one of your native-born. Love him as yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt. I am the LORD your God. 
The alien who was qualified to live in the land was a respecter of the Laws of Moses. They were to be treated as a “neighbor” and loved as oneself. 
Leviticus 19:35-36 “‘Do not use dishonest standards when measuring length, weight or quantity. Use honest scales and honest weights, an honest ephah and an honest hin. I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt. 
This was just an application of the eighth command “Do not steal” just in case someone thought they could get around the command be deceptive means.
Leviticus 19:37 “‘Keep all my decrees and all my laws and follow them. I am the LORD.’”
All of God’s commands were to be kept. It was the loving LORD who had given those commands. He was the same One who had rescued them from slavery. He had given those laws for their benefit and out of love.
Leviticus 20:1-3 The LORD said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites: ‘Any Israelite or any alien living in Israel who gives any of his children to Molech must be put to death. The people of the community are to stone him. I will set my face against that man and I will cut him off from his people; for by giving his children to Molech, he has defiled my sanctuary and profaned my holy name.
This violated both the first command not to worship any other gods and the command not to murder. Because of the extreme seriousness of this sin, the severest penalty was prescribed. 
Leviticus 20:4 If the people of the community close their eyes when that man gives one of his children to Molech and they fail to put him to death, I will set my face against that man and his family and will cut off from their people both him and all who follow him in prostituting themselves to Molech. 
The first of the Kings of Israel to worship Molech was King Solomon:
1 Kings 11:5-7 He (Solomon) followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech the detestable god of the Ammonites. So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the LORD; he was not satisfied following the Lord, as David his father had been. On a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the detestable god of Moab, and for Molech the detestable god of the Ammonites.” RST
At least two of the Kings of Judah sacrificed their children to Molech. The first was King Ahaz (2 Chronicles 28:3). The second was King Manasseh (2 Chronicles 33:6).

The LORD’s curse on the practice was made good in the history of Israel.

Leviticus 20:6 “‘I will set my face against the person who turns to mediums and spiritists to prostitute himself by following them, and I will cut him off from his people. 
What does being “cut off” from their people mean? I believe it means they were cut off from their special relationship with the LORD. As the history of Israel played out, most of those born to the promise were cut off until the LORD finally had to “reboot” Israel by taking them back to the land of the Chaldees (Babylon) where they began.
Leviticus 20:7 “‘Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the LORD your God. 
This repeats the command of Leviticus 19:1 which I commented on there.
Leviticus 20:8 Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the LORD, who makes you holy. 
It was impossible to walk without sin. However, the decrees of the Law pointed the way to faith in the LORD’s promised provision. By faith in that provision, the coming Messiah, the LORD was able to make them holy in the same way that He credited righteousness to Abraham because He believed in the LORD’s promise.
Leviticus 20:9 “‘If anyone curses his father or mother, he must be put to death. He has cursed his father or his mother, and his blood will be on his own head. 
This underlines the importance of the family to the survival of Israel as a God fearing people. To curse the foundation of that family (the father and mother) was a death penalty offense. It should be remembered that it was the father or mother that would have to bring the charges. This command certainly strengthened the authority of the parents.
Leviticus 20:10 “‘If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife--with the wife of his neighbor--both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death. 
Adultery was described as a sin earlier. This specified the penalty for it.
Leviticus 20:11-12 “‘If a man sleeps with his father’s wife, he has dishonored his father. Both the man and the woman must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads. “‘If a man sleeps with his daughter-in-law, both of them must be put to death. What they have done is a perversion; their blood will be on their own heads.
Incest was described as a sin earlier. This specified the penalty for it.
Leviticus 20:13 “‘If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads. 
Homosexuality was described as a sin earlier. This specified the penalty for it.
Leviticus 20:14 “‘If a man marries both a woman and her mother, it is wicked. Both he and they must be burned in the fire, so that no wickedness will be among you. 
This was described as a sin earlier. This specified the penalty for it.
Leviticus 20:15-16 “‘If a man has sexual relations with an animal, he must be put to death, and you must kill the animal. “‘If a woman approaches an animal to have sexual relations with it, kill both the woman and the animal. They must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.
Bestiality was described as a sin earlier. This specified the penalty for it.
Leviticus 20:17 “‘If a man marries his sister, the daughter of either his father or his mother, and they have sexual relations, it is a disgrace. They must be cut off before the eyes of their people. He has dishonored his sister and will be held responsible.
 
Although this was a sin, the penalty is unspecified other than they were to be cut off and held responsible. I expect it means here that they were to be exiled from the people of Israel.
Leviticus 20:18 “‘If a man lies with a woman during her monthly period and has sexual relations with her, he has exposed the source of her flow, and she has also uncovered it. Both of them must be cut off from their people. 
In Leviticus 15:24 it merely spoke about lying with a woman during her monthly period and the exposure to her blood making the man unclean. Here, it speaks about extending the act to sex. That was a serious violation. It occurs to me that this Law really mainly functioned as a warning not to do it. After all, the only people who could testify as to its occurrence were the two people who would be punished.
Leviticus 20:19 “‘Do not have sexual relations with the sister of either your mother or your father, for that would dishonor a close relative; both of you would be held responsible. 
The specific punishment for this is not given although it is a form of incest. Evidently the punishment would be at the discretion of the elders.
Leviticus 20:20 “‘If a man sleeps with his aunt, he has dishonored his uncle. They will be held responsible; they will die childless. 
In this case, since there was no legal punishment, it is clear that the uncle had died or been divorced since otherwise this would fall under the statute against adultery and be punishable by death (Leviticus 20:10). The childlessness would have to be imposed by the LORD.
Leviticus 20:21 “‘If a man marries his brother’s wife, it is an act of impurity; he has dishonored his brother. They will be childless. 
As in the previous Law, it is clear that the brother had died or been divorced since otherwise this would fall under the statute against adultery and be punishable by death (Leviticus 20:10). This provision would be abrogated if the brother had died without a son. The brother was then allowed to serve as a kinsman redeemer to raise up a seed for his brother under the provisions of the Levirate Law detailed in Deuteronomy 25:
Deuteronomy 25:5-6 “If brothers are living together and one of them dies without a son, his widow must not marry outside the family. Her husband’s brother shall take her and marry her and fulfill the duty of a brother-in-law to her. The first son she bears shall carry on the name of the dead brother so that his name will not be blotted out from Israel.”
Leviticus 20:22 “‘Keep all my decrees and laws and follow them, so that the land where I am bringing you to live may not vomit you out. 
This was a warning that it was self-destructive to ignore these Laws. They got worse and worse for 850 years until they were exiled from the land.
Leviticus 20:23-24 You must not live according to the customs of the nations I am going to drive out before you. Because they did all these things, I abhorred them. But I said to you, “You will possess their land; I will give it to you as an inheritance, a land flowing with milk and honey.” I am the LORD your God, who has set you apart from the nations. 
The Canaanites were dispossessed from the land just for ignoring the behavioral laws of Leviticus 20. In the promises the LORD had made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the Israelites had a much better claim to the land, but even they could be exiled.
Leviticus 20:25 “‘You must therefore make a distinction between clean and unclean animals and between unclean and clean birds. Do not defile yourselves by any animal or bird or anything that moves along the ground--those which I have set apart as unclean for you. 
This reminded them to keep the laws concerning clean and unclean animals given in Leviticus 11.
Leviticus 20:26 You are to be holy to me because I, the LORD, am holy, and I have set you apart from the nations to be my own. 
Those of Israel that were Holy were only Holy because by means of faith the LORD had made them Holy. However, not all who were of the bloodline of Israel were Holy. As Paul said in Romans:
Romans 9:6b “For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel.”

Leviticus 20:27 “‘A man or woman who is a medium or spiritist among you must be put to death. You are to stone them; their blood will be on their own heads.’”

Consulting a medium or spiritist was described as a sin earlier. This specified the penalty for being a medium or spiritist.
� Idolatry is also encompassed in the sins of greed and arrogance. Colossians 3:5, 1 Samuel 15:23, Isaiah 2:17-18, Ephesians 5:5 


� Deuteronomy 6:5


� The exception to this was in certain cases where shaving all your hair off was part of a cleansing ritual as in Leviticus 14:8, Numbers 6:9, 19


� Notice that the marriage itself was not forbidden. Only sex after marriage was forbidden. Only the man was held responsible, because as husband, he had authority over his wife. In verse 19, sex between unmarried brother and sister was forbidden, but both are responsible.


� Psalms 106 has an example of this principal: Psalms 106:4-5 “Remember me, O LORD, when you show favor to your people, come to my aid when you save them, that I may enjoy the prosperity of your chosen ones, that I may share in the joy of your nation and join your inheritance in giving praise.”
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