The Books of Judges and Ruth

Lesson 4 – Judges 6:1 thru 7:25
Chapter 6
Judges 6:1 Again And 
 the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and for seven years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites. 

The Midianites were the descendants of Abraham through his fourth son by Keturah (his second wife) (Genesis 25:1). They lived in the drier desert lands to the west of Moab, Edom, and Ammon. Their invasion route was generally across the Fords of the Jordan near Jericho.
Judges 6:2 Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. 
The Midianites seemed to have invaded seasonally. They were a nomadic people who had no interest in farming the land, just in grazing their livestock on the planted fields and stealing the animals. During winter and spring there was normally enough rain in their territories to graze their herds and provide them grazing even during the dry summer and fall months. During dry years, however, it was easier for them to prey on the Israelites than to struggle through on their own land. Their predations had become so regular that the Israelites prepared shelters in advance to flee to when they threatened their settlements.
Judges 6:3-5 Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples 
 invaded the country. They camped on the land and ruined the crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. They came up with their livestock and their tents like swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count the men and their camels; they invaded the land to ravage it.
After the crops of wheat and grain had been planted, they would bring their herds west across the Jordan. Those herds would feed on and trample the crops. The motivation seems to have been that their own grazing lands had suffered from a lack of winter and spring rain, and so they invaded Israel to feed their animals. When they returned to their own lands after the dry season had passed, they left parts of Israel with nothing.
Judges 6:6-10 Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the LORD for help. When the Israelites cried to the LORD because of Midian, he sent them a prophet, who said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. I snatched you from the power of Egypt and from the hand of all your oppressors. I drove them from before you and gave you their land. I said to you, ‘I am the LORD your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’ But you have not listened to me.” 
When God decided that those Israelites had suffered enough that they might listen, he sent them a prophet who is unnamed. He gave them a message that wasn’t new. However, now they were prepared to listen a little.
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Judges 6:11 The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah 
 that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite,
 where his son Gideon 
 was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 
Gideon was at a town which overlooked the southern edge of the Jezreel Valley which was the northern border of the tribe of Manasseh. He had managed to salvage some wheat from the Midianites and was threshing it in a winepress to keep it secret from the Midianites. Evidently, the Midianites were not generally interested in the fruit of vines or trees. This winepress was evidently sheltered from passersby. As such it would have made a very poor threshing floor as threshing needed wind to be efficient.
Judges 6:12 When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, “The LORD is with you, mighty warrior.” 
The LORD addressed Gideon by a title he hadn’t earned –“mighty warrior.” On the other hand He addresses us by titles we haven’t earned either, such a “sons of God,”
 and “righteous.”
 

Judges 6:13 “But sir lord,”
 Gideon replied, “if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about when they said, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the LORD has abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian.” 
At first, Gideon did not recognize who he was talking to. Gideon asked a question he should have had the answer to. After all, he must have heard the message of the LORD’s prophet. Like many people in Church, he had heard, but really hadn’t listened.

Judges 6:14 The LORD turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?”
The LORD gave the principal: As long as we have the LORD on our side, we have all we need to accomplish His purposes. It is only up to us to make sure we are following His plan. 

Judges 6:15 “But Lord,”
 Gideon asked, “how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” 
At first, Gideon focused on the fact that he had no human strength, celebrity, or contacts
Judges 6:16 The LORD answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites together.” 
The LORD repeated the principal. All the strength we need is in Him. Gideon’s weakness is actually what God is looking for. As he told Paul over a thousand years later “My strength is made perfect in weakness.”

Judges 6:17-18 Gideon replied, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you talking to me. Please do not go away until I come back and bring my offering and set it before you.” And the LORD said, “I will wait until you return.” 
Gideon was familiar with the meat and bread offerings in the Tabernacle, and having begun to understand that it was the LORD who was speaking to him, he figured that he needed to bring Him an offering.

Judges 6:19-21 Gideon went in, prepared a young goat, and from an ephah of flour he made bread without yeast. Putting the meat in a basket and its broth in a pot, he brought them out and offered them to him under the oak. The angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened bread, place them on this rock, and pour out the broth.” And Gideon did so. With the tip of the staff that was in his hand,
 the angel of the LORD touched the meat and the unleavened bread. Fire flared from the rock, consuming the meat and the bread. And the angel of the LORD disappeared.
This process must have taken quite a while, at least an hour. The LORD was patient. He knew that Gideon needed a miracle, so He had Gideon put the meat and bread on a non-flammable rock which was soaked with broth and had the rock burst into flame.

Judges 6:22-24 When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the LORD, he exclaimed, “Ah, Sovereign LORD! I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face!” But the LORD said to him,
 “Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.” So Gideon built an altar to the LORD there and called it The LORD is Peace. To this day it stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.
At this point Gideon was convinced (for the moment) that it was God with whom he was speaking. This brought him to a mistaken fear. In the Old Testament times some believed that seeing God meant that you would die. Perhaps it traced back to when God threw Adam out of the Garden where God used to meet with him and talk with him (Genesis 3). God had set a flaming sword to guard against access to the Garden and the Tree of Life. This fear is chronicled in Exodus 3:6, Exodus 19:19b-21, 1 Samuel 6:19-20, 1 Kings 19:11-13 and Judges 13:22, as well as this passage. However, in actuality, the Old Testament records many times God that manifested himself in a physical form and conversed with men who did not die. Among them: Exodus 33:11, Numbers 12:6-8, Numbers 14:13-14, Deuteronomy 5:1-7, Deuteronomy 34:10, Genesis 32:30. However, there is the passage in Exodus 33:18-23 where God tells Moses, “no one may see me and live.” In that scene, God granted Moses the ability to see his goodness and grace, but warned Moses that to show God’s full infinite glory to a finite being would kill them. In that passage alone that is what is meant by “God’s face.” In the other passages “His face” means “His presence” represented in a visual form of some kind.
Judges 6:25 That same night the LORD said to him, “Take the second bull from your father’s herd, the one seven years old. Tear down your father’s altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole 
 beside it. 
This story indicates that the Israelites had erected the Asherah pole mainly to appease the Midianites. This indicates how cowed they were, and how little value they had come to place in obeying the LORD’s first commandment.

Judges 6:26-27 Then build a proper kind of altar 
 to the LORD your God on the top of this height.
 Using the wood of the Asherah pole that you cut down, offer the second bull as a burnt offering.” So Gideon took ten of his servants 
 and did as the LORD told him. But because he was afraid of his family and the men of the town, he did it at night rather than in the daytime. 
Gideon still had a long way to go. He did what the LORD told him to do, but he did it in fear. If the LORD had meant Gideon to tear it down at night He would have said so. God’s whole purpose in having Gideon tear it down was to defiantly proclaim his faith in God to do what He had promised. Instead, Gideon’s precautions made him look slightly timid. God didn’t need the statue torn down. He could have done that Himself. He needed Gideon to show that he was a leader who wasn’t afraid of the Midianites because he was trusting the LORD. By doing it at night, he made God’s work a little harder. But God was up to the task. 
Judges 6:28-32 In the morning when the men of the town got up, there was Baal’s altar, demolished, with the Asherah pole 
 beside it cut down and the second bull sacrificed on the newly built altar! They asked each other, “Who did this?” When they carefully investigated, they were told, “Gideon son of Joash 
 did it.” The men of the town demanded of Joash, “Bring out your son. He must die, because he has broken down Baal’s altar and cut down the Asherah pole beside it.” But Joash replied to the hostile crowd around him, “Are you going to plead Baal’s cause? Are you trying to save him? Whoever fights for him shall be put to death by morning! If Baal really is a god, he can defend himself when someone breaks down his altar.” So that day they called Gideon “Jerub-Baal,”
 saying, “Let Baal contend with him,” because he broke down Baal’s altar.
God worked it out, but it was Gideon’s father Joash who got to make the great statement of faith. Notice how far gone the Israelites were. They were ready to kill anyone who had defiled the worship of Baal, yet had no respect for the worship of the LORD. These were the people who had “improved” to the point the God was ready to deliver them. Obviously, God doesn’t need much positive response to deliver a nation. Just a few believers can do it.
Judges 6:33 Now all the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples joined forces and crossed over the Jordan and camped in the Valley of Jezreel. 
In this, their seventh and last incursion, the eastern peoples concentrated in the Jezreel Valley, just under the eyes of Gideon’s town.

Judges 6:34 Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet,
 summoning the Abiezrites to follow him.
Finally, Gideon began to get bold. He had the courage to summon all the men from his own clan, even though a short time before they had been ready to kill him.

Judges 6:35 He sent messengers throughout Manasseh, calling them to arms, and also into Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali,
 so that they too went up to meet them.
Then he summoned his own tribe, and the three other tribes who lived in the Jezreel Valley. God had prepared their hearts, so that they had finally had enough and were ready to fight.

Judges 6:36-38 Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand as you have promised 
--  look, I will place a wool fleece on the threshing floor. If there is dew only on the fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will know that you will save Israel by my hand, as you said.” And that is what happened. Gideon rose early the next day; he squeezed the fleece and wrung out the dew--a bowlful of water. 
But here Gideon had a crisis of confidence. He wanted God to perform another miracle, which He did.

Judges 6:39-40 Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be angry with me. Let me make just one more request. Allow me one more test with the fleece. This time make the fleece dry and the ground covered with dew.” That night God did so. Only the fleece was dry; all the ground was covered with dew.

Yet once again, Gideon doubted. Thankfully, God was patient, though Gideon was boneheaded (as most of us often are). Here, I am reminded of Jesus’ words to Thomas. John 20:27-29 Then he (Jesus) said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

Judges 7:1-3 Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and all his men camped at the spring of Harod.
 The camp of Midian was north of them in the valley near the hill of Moreh.
 The LORD said to Gideon, “You have too many men for me to deliver Midian into their hands. In order that Israel may not boast against me that her own strength has saved her, announce now to the people, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’” So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand remained.
The principal the LORD used in picking the leader was now applied to the army. Although the LORD was going to allow Israel to participate, He wasn’t going to allow any doubt that it was the LORD who won the victory. Also, He was establishing a principal. Those fighting on the LORD’s side should never fear.

Judges 7:4 But the LORD said to Gideon, “There are still too many men. Take them down to the water, and I will sift them for you there. If I say, ‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall go; but if I say, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ he shall not go.” 
But the LORD had another principal to establish and there were still too many men.

Judges 7:5 So Gideon took the men down to the water.
 There the LORD told him, “Separate those who lap the water with their tongues like a dog from those who kneel down to drink.” 7:6 Three hundred men lapped with their hands to their mouths. All the rest got down on their knees to drink. 7:7 The LORD said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the other men go, each to his own place.” 
Here, the LORD established a principal that those fighting on the LORD’s side should also be watchful. However, this was mainly symbolic of a spiritual truth.
 As you will see, their physical watchfulness would play no part at all in the coming battle. In a spiritual sense, who are the watchful? They are those who constantly seek to know the LORD and His will.
Judges 7:8 So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites to their tents but kept the three hundred, who took over the provisions and trumpets of the others. Now the camp of Midian lay below him in the valley.

Finally, the odds are just about right. These were the LORD’s 300. They were quite different from the famous Spartans who fought at Thermopylae a thousand years later. Their main weapons were torches and trumpets and jars of clay.
Judges 7:9-11 During that night the LORD said to Gideon, “Get up, go down against the camp, because I am going to give it into your hands. If you are afraid to attack, go down to the camp with your servant Purah and listen to what they are saying. Afterward, you will be encouraged to attack the camp.” So he and Purah his servant went down to the outposts of the camp.
Gideon’s faith hadn’t improved much. The LORD’s winnowing of his army had put his faith under great stress. The LORD knew Gideon would need yet another miracle. Isn’t it encouraging that the LORD can still use knuckleheads like Gideon and us? He sent Gideon down to the camp of the enemy.

Judges 7:12-15a The Midianites, the Amalekites and all the other eastern peoples had settled in the valley, thick as locusts. Their camels could no more be counted than the sand on the seashore. Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a friend his dream. “I had a dream,” he was saying. “A round loaf of barley bread came tumbling into the Midianite camp. It struck the tent with such force that the tent overturned and collapsed.” His friend responded, “This can be nothing other than the sword of Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite. God has given the Midianites and the whole camp into his hands.” When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped God.
One can only wonder about how God accomplished this. Were the two men Gideon heard Midianites who were impelled to say what they did, or were they angels who were playing a part for the benefit of Gideon? Here we also have symbolism set up as a means of understanding. The rolling bread stands for the “sword of Gideon.” The tent of the Midianites stands for their occupation of the land. The “rolling bread” is the power that Gideon uses to defeat the Midianites and drive them out. What does bread symbolize in the Bible? 

Judges 7:15b-17 He returned to the camp of Israel and called out, “Get up! The LORD has given the Midianite camp into your hands.” Dividing the three hundred men into three companies, he placed trumpets and empty jars in the hands of all of them, with torches inside. “Watch me,” he told them. “Follow my lead. When I get to the edge of the camp, do exactly as I do.” 
Gideon gives his men instructions of actions to take which were inspired by the LORD. This was the greatest challenge of faith yet. The LORD made these actions deliver victory against all reason. The question is, why did He do it this way? It is because they are a figure of how the greatest victory of all time would come to pass.
Judges 7:18-21 “When I and all who are with me blow our trumpets, then from all around the camp blow yours and shout, ‘For the LORD and for Gideon.’” Gideon and the hundred men with him reached the edge of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, just after they had changed the guard. They blew their trumpets and broke the jars that were in their hands. The three companies blew the trumpets and smashed the jars. Grasping the torches in their left hands and holding in their right hands the trumpets (rams horns) 
 they were to blow, they shouted, “A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!” While each man held his position around the camp, all the Midianites ran, crying out as they fled. 
There are unmistakable symbols all over this scene. There are jars and torches and trumpets (or rams horns). Clay jars speak of the human body.
 The torches or light speak of the Second Person of the Trinity.
 The ram’s horns speak of the rallying of God’s forces for victory. The blowing of the ram’s horn is also important on the Day of Atonement. Leviticus 25:9 “Then have the trumpet sounded everywhere on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement sound the trumpet throughout your land.” The Day of Atonement is the probable day the Lord will return. See also Matthew 5:15 “Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.” Consider the shout, “a sword for the Lord.” The word of God is the “sword” (Ephesians 6:17). Jesus Christ is the living word (John 1:1). The life, death, and resurrection of Christ is “the sword for the Lord.” It is the sword that He (and His Church) wields by speaking it from His mouth. Revelation 2:16 “Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.” Also Revelation 19:15 “Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations.”

Therefore we see in these verses a clear type of how God will achieve His victory. The clay pot (the humanity of Christ) which holds the torch (the light of the world) will be shattered (Jesus’ death on the cross) and as the light floods forth, the victory trumpet can be sounded. Then the seemingly invincible forces of the Great Adversary of our souls will flee in utter confusion and defeat.
Judges 7:22 When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the LORD caused the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords. The army fled to Beth Shittah 
 toward Zererah as far as the border of Abel Meholah near Tabbath.
The LORD has used this tactic to bring victory many times. The enemies of the LORD turn on each other.
Judges 7:23-25 Israelites from Naphtali, Asher and all Manasseh were called out, and they pursued the Midianites. Gideon sent messengers throughout the hill country of Ephraim, saying, “Come down against the Midianites and seize the waters of the Jordan 
 ahead of them as far as Beth Barah the fords of the Jordan.”
 So all the men of Ephraim were called out and they took the waters of the Jordan as far as Beth Barah the fords of the Jordan.
 They also captured two of the Midianite leaders, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb at the winepress of Zeeb. They pursued the Midianites and brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon, who was by the Jordan.

Once the victory was assured, the 30,000 who had gone home were invited to join in the battle.
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� There is no “again” here. The word is “and” or “also.” This is important because these occasions recorded in Judges were not cycles of good and evil, but rather records of how the LORD brought discipline on them and then delivered them. The time periods of oppression followed by peace do not add up to the time period of the Judges.


� These were peoples who did not live in the land God had promised Israel, but lived to the east. Josephus called them Arabians. Probably, they included survivors of the Amorites who had been defeated by Moses and Joshua.


� Probably about midway across the Jezreel Valley in the southwestern part that belonged to Manasseh.


� Abiezer was one of the five clans of Manasseh that had lands on the west side of the Jordan, just to the north of the Ephraimites. Joshua 17:2.


� Gideon mean “hewer.” Appropriate in that the “sword of Gideon” is much talked about.


� Galatians 3:26.


� Philippians 3:8-9 “What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.


� The Hebrew word here is ˆ/da; {ä·done'} which means “lord,” and is usually used as a term of respect for “men” of authority. At this point, Gideon is treating this messenger as if he was a prophet.


� Here Gideon addresses the messenger as yn:doa} {ad·o·noy'} which is an intensive form of ˆ/da; {ä·done'}(verse 13), and is almost always used in the scripture to refer to God. It would seem that Gideon’s assessment of the respect that was due to this individual was rising. Here, he has realized that the messenger is at least speaking as if He was God.


� It is worth pausing to consider the implications of the angel carrying a staff. A staff was a usual item of equipment for any individual traveling about the countryside in those days, but it was certainly not needed by the angel of the LORD. Of course a staff was also a symbol of authority, and in the Bible also was used to represent the cross.


� Evidently without a visual form present.


� An Asherah pole seems to have been a pillar figurine of the Canaanitish/Babylonian goddess Asherah, who was seen as the goddess of fertility and/or sex. She was very similar in concept to Astarte and Venus in other ancient pantheons. In the area of the middle east, the Asherah pole was said to be site of orgies of lust. It was like a religious whorehouse.


�Part of which was - Exodus 20:4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.”


� At this time the Tabernacle of God was in Benjamin and Judah, which had evidently not been affected by the Midianite invasions.


� This indicates that Gideon was on the heights of Manasseh which overlooked the Jezreel Valley.


� This certainly indicates that Gideon was not a poor man, if he had ten servants.


� The worship at the Asherah poles involved the worship of Astarte, the Canaanite goddess of sex. The pole was a penile representation and worship involved all kind of sexual depravity.


� Joash means “given by the Lord.”


� Jerubbaal means “let Baal contend.”


� See Numbers 10:9. Although the “trumpets” used by Moses were silver trumpets, and these were rams horns, the principal is the same.


� Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali along with Manasseh were the tribes whose inheritance lay in the valley of Jezreel.


� In Judges 6:14.


� It is interesting to consider that compared to the miracles God had performed when He first appeared to Gideon (consuming the offering, disappearing from view, speaking invisibly) these miracles were hardly miracles at all.


� The spring of Harod was the origin of the Harod River which ran along the shoulder of Mt. Gilboa down to the Jordan River. It was probably not far from Ophrah (Gideon’s home town).


� Probably what is known today as Jebel ed-Duchy or Little Tabor which is about four miles SSW of Mt. Tabor. This was about four miles from the camp of the Israelites at the Spring of Harod. Moreh means “teacher.”


� Isaiah 41:10 “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”


� Of the Spring of Harod.


� Ezekiel 33:1-4 “The word of the LORD came to me: ‘Son of man, speak to your countrymen and say to them: ‘When I bring the sword against a land, and the people of the land choose one of their men and make him their watchman, and he sees the sword coming against the land and blows the trumpet to warn the people, then if anyone hears the trumpet but does not take warning and the sword comes and takes his life, his blood will be on his own head.’”


� Probably the valley between Mt. Tabor and the hill of Moreh.


� Mark 14:22 “While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take it; this is my body.’”


John 6:33-35 “‘For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.’ ‘Sir,’ they said, ‘from now on give us this bread.’ Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life.’”


� The Hebrew word for “trumpet” here is rp;/v {sho-phar} which is usually a trumpet made of a rams horn (Joshua 6:4).


� Isaiah 64:8 “Yet, O LORD, you are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand.” Also 2 Corinthians 4:7, Genesis 2:7, Isaiah 45:9. Christ is described as a broken pot in Psalms 31:12, also Psalms 22:15.


� John 1:1-5 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.”


� Beth Shittah is a the entrance to the valley of the Jabbok River on the eastern side of the Jordan, about thirty five miles to the south.


� That is, seize the few crossing places of the Jordan and they would be trapped on this side. This also doubtlessly places the time as during the mid to late spring when the Jordan is still at the flood.


� BETH-BARAH beth bâr’ (Heb. hr™:B; tyBà´ , town of fords), mentioned only in Judges 7:24 where it appears in a peculiar sentence. “...as far as Beth-barah, and also the Jordan.” Many scholars have supported the emendation of the MT to ˆŸDEr“Y"h't/r¶B][]m' , “the fords of the Jordan.” In light of the fact that there is no known location of the place, the emendation is plausible. The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible


� In the southward flight down the Jordan Valley of the Midianites, the lands of the tribe of Ephraimite were in the mountains on their right flank and thus they were easily cut off. Oreb and Zeeb were doubtless captured in these badlands of the lower Jordan River.
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