The Books of Judges and Ruth

Lesson 1 – Introduction and Judges 1:1- 2:10
In my view, both Judges and Ruth should be studied together. To quote the Wikipedia entry on the Book of Ruth – “The Book of Ruth, according to many scholars, was originally part of the Book of Judges, but it was later separated from that book and made independent.” That certainly makes a good deal of sense. If we look at both Books together they are organized into two logical parts:
1. The historical account of the different Judges and military leaders who delivered different parts of the land from different threats. It is probably told chronologically. This covers Judges 1 through 16.
2. Three stories unrelated to the individual Judges, but which took place in that time frame. All three stories involve the small town of Bethlehem. These three stories begin with the story of the Danites and the young Levite from Bethlehem in Judges 17 and 18. The second story concerns the concubine from Bethlehem who was killed by the Benjamites and the war that followed in Judges 19, 20, and 21. The third story is the story of Ruth, which took place in Bethlehem and is told in the Book of Ruth.
As far as the human authorship of these books is concerned, like all of the historical books of the Bible there is no internal claim of authorship. Talmudic tradition is that they were written by Samuel, the last Judge. The only thing that seems certain is that the last three stories were written after the period of Judges had passed and the monarchy had been established.
 We do know that they are part of the inspired Word of God, and can be certain that they are what God wants us to know about this period. I think that all the histories were probably written down by anonymous members of that group known variously as “the sons of the prophets,” “the company of the prophets,” or the “prophets of the LORD.”

The Period of the Judges lasted about 326 years, from the death of Joshua to the ascension of King Saul.
 
Judges were to be appointed by the people, according to their tribes and cities, according to Deuteronomy 16:8 compared with Deuteronomy 5:1. Thus Israel was the first Democratic Republic, not Athens. Commentators have made much of Judges 17:6 and 21:25 which say, “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit.” (NIV) They somehow take this to be a condemnation of the times, rather than a compliment of the times. Contrarily, I believe it is reminding Israel of the better times when Kings (most of them evil) did not tell Israel what to do. Samuel warned them of the day they would choose to have a King other than God. 1 Samuel 8:18 “When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king you have chosen, and the LORD will not answer you in that day.” I believer those verses should be better translated “In those days Israel had no king; each man was free to do what was right.”
It is true that the days of the Judges were times of testing and trial, but at the end of it they were still one people in possession of the land. At the end of the times of the Kings they had lost their land, and the northern tribes had ceased to exist as a recognizable unit.
Chapter 1
Judges 1:1 through 2:10 tell the story of Israel from the death of Joshua through the death of the generation that came out of the forty years in the wilderness. We know that the average life expectancy of that generation was 70 to 80 years,
 and only men under twenty at the time of their rebellion in the second year of the 40 year Exodus came into the land.
 As a consequence, we can surmise that the rest of the Exodus generation had died within twenty or thirty years.
Judges 1:1 After the death of Joshua,
 the Israelites asked the LORD, “Who will be the first to go up and fight for us against the Canaanites?” 
Evidently, the Canaanites were still causing trouble. The Israelites asked who should be mustered to fight. 

Judges 1:2 The LORD answered, “Judah is to go; I have given the land into their hands.” 
They would have asked by consulting the breast piece of decision which was worn by the High Priest.
 The answer would have been indicated by Judah’s stone on the breast piece lighting up.

Judges 1:3 Then the men of Judah said to the Simeonites their brothers, “Come up with us into the territory allotted to us, to fight against the Canaanites. We in turn will go with you into yours.” So the Simeonites went with them.
 
The men of Judah attacked the Canaanites on their border. The territory of the Simeonites was entirely surrounded by the inheritance of Judah (Joshua 19:9), so their security interests coincided with that of Judah. The Philistines, who were not Canaanites, 
 at that time occupied the plains south of the Canaanites.
Judges 1:4 When Judah attacked, the LORD gave the Canaanites and Perizzites into their hands and they struck down ten thousand men at Bezek.
 1:5 It was there that they found Adoni-Bezek 
 and fought against him, putting to rout the Canaanites and Perizzites. 1:6 Adoni-Bezek fled, but they chased him and caught him, and cut off his thumbs and big toes.

The LORD gave the men of Judah and Simeon success.

Judges 1:7 Then Adoni-Bezek said, “Seventy kings with their thumbs and big toes cut off have picked up scraps under my table. Now God has paid me back for what I did to them.” They brought him to Jerusalem, and he died there. 
He had obviously been a very cruel man. His habit had been to enjoy the humiliation of his captives who he kept barely alive by making them eat scraps under his table until they died (possibly of starvation). He evidently died very shortly after he was taken prisoner, probably during the siege and destruction of the Canaanite part of Jerusalem. It would not be unlikely that the wounds inflicted on his hands and feet became infected and he died of it.
Judges 1:8 The men of Judah attacked Jerusalem also and took it. They put the city to the sword and set it on fire.
 1:9 After that, the men of Judah went down to fight against the Canaanites living in the hill country, the Negev and the western foothills. 1:10 They advanced against the Canaanites living in Hebron (formerly called Kiriath 
 Arba) and defeated Sheshai, Ahiman and Talmai. 1:11 From there they advanced against the people living in Debir (formerly called Kiriath Sepher). 
Although the men of Judah had occupied a large part of their inheritance, they had evidently not captured the strongholds or walled cities such as Jerusalem and Hebron. At this time, they took many of those fortresses and the lower city of Jerusalem.
Judges 1:12 And Caleb said, “I will give my daughter Acsah in marriage to the man who attacks and captures Kiriath Sepher.” 1:13 Othniel 
 son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, took it; so Caleb gave his daughter Acsah 
 to him in marriage.
 1:14 One day when she came to Othniel, she urged him to ask her father for a field. When she got off her donkey, Caleb asked her, “What can I do for you?”
 1:15 She replied, “Do me a special favor. Since you have given me land in the Negev, give me also springs of water.” Then Caleb gave her the upper and lower springs.
 
This section serves the purpose of introducing the first of the Judges, who was Othniel. He won’t be made a judge until Judges 3. We should note that the first Judge was from the tribe of Judah, the tribe of the Messiah to come.
Judges 1:16 The descendants of Moses’ father-in-law, the Kenite, went up from the City of Palms 
 with the men of Judah to live among the people of the Desert of Judah in the Negev near Arad. 
This clan of the Midianites, who were Moses’ in-laws who had advised the children of Israel on desert living,
 went to live in the desert inheritance of the tribe of Judah. This reminds us what had happened to the Kenites. A Kenite woman will play an important part in the account of the Judges.
Judges 1:17 Then the men of Judah went with the Simeonites their brothers and attacked the Canaanites living in Zephath, and they totally destroyed the city. Therefore it was called Hormah.
 
Another walled city is taken.

Judges 1:18 The men of Judah also took Gaza, Ashkelon and Ekron--each city with its territory. 1:19 The LORD was with the men of Judah. They took possession of the hill country, but they were unable to drive the people from the plains, because they had iron chariots.
 
They were able to conquer the cities of the plain but could not drive out its people. If fact, they were never able to conquer and hold the cities of the plains which bordered the Mediterranean. The chariots that were nearly irresistible on flat ground. However, they were useless on the uneven ground of the highlands.

Judges 1:20 As Moses had promised, Hebron was given to Caleb, who drove from it 
 the three sons of Anak. 
However, that would not have been a problem if they had truly had faith in the LORD. This was demonstrated by the conquest, according to the promise given by Moses, of the three sons of Anak. Here, the names Judah and Simeon, and the term “three sons of Anak,” do not mean the individuals Judah, or Simeon, or the three sons of Anak, but all their descendants. The three sons (or tribes) of Anak were Ahiman, Sheshai and Talmai.
 Seventy years earlier the 12 spies had seen these people. These were giants: Deuteronomy 13:33 “We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.” These Anakim were driven out by the LORD without a fight,
 and eventually, only a few remained, and those were in Philistine territory (Joshua 11:22). Goliath (9 feet tall) and his brothers were undoubtedly descended from these people.
Judges 1:21 The Benjamites, however, failed to dislodge the Jebusites, who were living in Jerusalem; to this day the Jebusites live there with the Benjamites. 
Although the tribe of Judah had destroyed part of Jerusalem, they had failed to destroy the part of the city called Jebus (Judges 19:10), and left the job to the Benjamites, in whose territory Jerusalem was. They were never able to finish the job, partly, no doubt, because the tribe of Benjamin was almost wiped out during the episode of the Levite’s concubine (Judges 19-21).

Judges 1:22 Now the house of Joseph attacked Bethel, and the LORD was with them.
 1:23 When they sent men to spy out Bethel (formerly called Luz), 1:24 the spies saw a man coming out of the city and they said to him, “Show us how to get into the city and we will see that you are treated well.” 1:25 So he showed them, and they put the city to the sword but spared the man and his whole family. 1:26 He then went to the land of the Hittites, where he built a city and called it Luz, which is its name to this day.
The house of Joseph was tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh. The walled city of Bethel was in the inheritance of Ephraim.

Judges 1:27 But Manasseh did not drive out the people of Beth Shan or Taanach or Dor or Ibleam or Megiddo 
 and their surrounding settlements, for the Canaanites were determined to live in that land. 1:28 When Israel became strong, they pressed the Canaanites into forced labor 
 but never drove them out completely. 1:29 Nor did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites living in Gezer, but the Canaanites continued to live there among them. 1:30 Neither did Zebulun drive out the Canaanites living in Kitron or Nahalol, who remained among them; but they did subject them to forced labor. 1:31 Nor did Asher drive out those living in Acco or Sidon or Ahlab or Aczib or Helbah or Aphek or Rehob, 1:32 and because of this the people of Asher lived among the Canaanite inhabitants of the land. 1:33 Neither did Naphtali drive out those living in Beth Shemesh or Beth Anath; but the Naphtalites too lived among the Canaanite inhabitants of the land, and those living in Beth Shemesh and Beth Anath became forced laborers for them. 1:34 The Amorites confined the Danites to the hill country, not allowing them to come down into the plain. 1:35 And the Amorites were determined also to hold out in Mount Heres, Aijalon and Shaalbim, but when the power of the house of Joseph increased, they too were pressed into forced labor. 1:36 The boundary of the Amorites was from Scorpion Pass to Sela and beyond.

The rest is a catalogue of the failures of the other tribes to drive out the people of the land. Judah and Ephraim had some success. They became the most powerful tribes in the remaining history of Israel. The warning of Joshua was no doubt fulfilled.
Joshua 23:5-13 The LORD your God himself will drive them out of your way. He will push them out before you, and you will take possession of their land, as the LORD your God promised you. “Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without turning aside to the right or to the left. Do not associate with these nations that remain among you; do not invoke the names of their gods or swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down to them. But you are to hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have until now. “The LORD has driven out before you great and powerful nations; to this day no one has been able to withstand you. One of you routs a thousand, because the LORD your God fights for you, just as he promised. So be very careful to love the LORD your God. “But if you turn away and ally yourselves with the survivors of these nations that remain among you 
 and if you intermarry with them and associate with them, then you may be sure that the LORD your God will no longer drive out these nations before you. Instead, they will become snares and traps for you, whips on your backs and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from this good land, which the LORD your God has given you.
Judges 2:1 The angel of the LORD went up from Gilgal to Bokim 
 and said, “I brought you up out of Egypt and led you into the land that I swore to give to your forefathers. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant with you, and you shall not make a covenant with the people of this land, but you shall break down their altars.’
 Yet you have disobeyed me. Why have you done this? Now therefore I tell you that I will not drive them out before you; they will be [thorns] in your sides and their gods will be a snare to you.” When the angel of the LORD had spoken these things to all the Israelites,
 the people wept aloud, and they called that place Bokim. There they offered sacrifices to the LORD. After Joshua had dismissed the Israelites, they went to take possession of the land, each to his own inheritance. The people served the LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him and who had seen all the great things the LORD had done for Israel. Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of a hundred and ten.
 And they buried him in the land of his inheritance, at Timnath Heres in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation grew up, who knew neither the LORD nor what he had done for Israel.
The first part of chapter 2 is a review of what the LORD had told the people when He brought them in. Even the first generation had incomplete obedience. By the second generation it would get worse. Faith and love of the LORD are never inherited, either by genetic disposition or cultural heritage. Each generation must learn to seek the LORD in its own right. 
� Judges 17:6, Judges 18:1, Judges 19:1, Judges 21:25, Ruth 1:1 all indicate that the period of the Judges had passed.


� “the sons of the prophets.”- 1 Kings 20:35. “the company of the prophets.”- 2 Kings 2:3, 2 Kings 4:1, 2 Kings 4:38, 2 Kings 5:22, 2 Kings 6:1, 2 Kings 9:1.  “the prophets of the LORD.”- 1 Samuel 10:11, 1 Samuel 19:20, 1 Samuel 28:6, 1 Kings 18:4, 1 Kings 20:41, 1 Kings 22:7, 2 Kings 17:13, 2 Kings 21:10, 1 Chronicles 16:22.  


� We know that according to 1 Kings 6:1 it was 480 years from the Exodus from Egypt to the building of the Temple in the fourth year of Solomon. We have to take the time of the Exodus and the rule of Joshua off of the first part of the 480 years to get to the beginning of the era of the Judges. We have to take off the time of Saul’s reign, David’s reign, and four years of Solomon’s reign off of the end of the 480-year period to get to the time of the end of the Judges era.


The time of the Exodus was 40 years.


 We know that Joshua was at least over 20 at the time he brought the good report back from the land with Caleb to Kadesh Barnea. We know that Caleb was 40 at that time (Joshua 14:7), so it is probable that Joshua was at a maximum not much older than that. We know that Joshua died when he was 110 years old (Joshua 24:29). If we concede that Joshua was between 20 and 50 years old at the time of the report, and that he began his rule 39 years later when Israel entered the land and died at the age of 110, we conclude that his rule was between 21 to 51 years. You can see that the time of Joshua’s reign is not certain, but about I think about thirty years is reasonable.


The reign of King Saul was 40 years according to Acts 13:21.


The reign of King David was 40 years according to 2 Samuel 5:4.


Thus, the era of the Judges is calculated (480-40-30-40-40-4=326).


� According to the prayer of Moses in Psalm 90: Psalms 90:10 “The length of our days is seventy years-- or eighty, if we have the strength.”


� Numbers 14:29 “In this desert your bodies will fall--every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in the census.”


� About thirty years after they entered the land.


� Exodus 28:15-30 “Fashion a breastpiece for making decisions--the work of a skilled craftsman. Make it like the ephod: of gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen. It is to be square--a span long and a span wide--and folded double. Then mount four rows of precious stones on it. In the first row there shall be a ruby, a topaz and a beryl; in the second row a turquoise, a sapphire and an emerald; in the third row a jacinth, an agate and an amethyst; in the fourth row a chrysolite, an onyx and a jasper. Mount them in gold filigree settings. There are to be twelve stones, one for each of the names of the sons of Israel, each engraved like a seal with the name of one of the twelve tribes. ---- Whenever Aaron enters the Holy Place, he will bear the names of the sons of Israel over his heart on the breastpiece of decision as a continuing memorial before the LORD. Also put the Urim and the Thummim in the breastpiece, so they may be over Aaron’s heart whenever he enters the presence of the LORD. Thus, Aaron will always bear the means of making decisions for the Israelites over his heart before the LORD.”


� The tribe of Simeon seemed to have been eventually absorbed by the tribe of Judah. Many of the males of that tribe possibly were killed in the plague that killed 24,000 men after the affair of the cohabiting with the Midianite women (Numbers 25:1-15). The example that was made was one of the leaders of the Simeonites.


� See Genesis 10:6.13-14


� Bezek means “lightning.” The town of Bezek was to the north of Judah, probably in the territory of Benjamin (1 Samuel 11:8).


� Adoni-Bezek mean “Lightning is my Lord.”


� Thumbs and big toes are the source of power in the hands and feet, and thus to cut them off was a sign of humiliation.


� Jerusalem was evidently occupied on two levels, the lower level by the Canaanites, and the upper level or citadel by the Jebusites. The Jebusite city was not taken by the Israelites until the time of David. The lower, Canaanite city was here destroyed.


� “Kiriath” means town or city, which usually meant walled city.


� The meaning of Othniel is uncertain, although the “el” at the end refers to God. Othniel became the first Judge of Israel (Judges 3:9) after the death of Joshua. He was from the tribe of Judah.


� Acsah means “anklet.”


� This was probably against the Mosaic Law as it was the marriage of two first cousins. Leviticus 18:6 “‘No one is to approach any close relative to have sexual relations. I am the LORD.”


� Note, as it is written, it seems that Ascah asked Othniel to ask Caleb for a favor, and then instead asked for it herself. Perhaps, she was merely asking Othniel permission to ask her father.


� Judges 1:12-15 is identical to Joshua 15:16-19.


� Jericho per Deuteronomy 34:3. Although people lived there, it was a town without wall or gates as per the Lord’s curse (Joshua 6:26).


� Numbers 10:29-32 “Now Moses said to Hobab son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses’ (grand) father-in-law,  ‘We are setting out for the place about which the LORD said, ‘I will give it to you.’ Come with us and we will treat you well, for the LORD has promised good things to Israel.’ He answered, ‘No, I will not go; I am going back to my own land and my own people.’ But Moses said, ‘Please do not leave us. You know where we should camp in the desert, and you can be our eyes. If you come with us, we will share with you whatever good things the LORD gives us.’”


� Hormah means “devoted to destruction.”


� Chariots could operate in the plains, but not in the hills.


� This was also reported in Joshua 15:14.


� Numbers 13:22 “They went up through the Negev and came to Hebron, where Ahiman, Sheshai and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, lived.”


� Deuteronomy 24:12 “I sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove them out before you.”


� This also had evidently happened during the time of Joshua as Joshua 12:16 counts the king of Bethel as one of the kings conquered in the time of Joshua.


� All strongly fortified cities.


� According to the dictates of Deuteronomy 20:10-11.


� Remember, any of those could become part of Israel and no longer subject to this ban by worshipping the LORD.


� BOCHIM bo4’ kim (µyk-iBo, weepers). Name given place near Gilgal where Israel wept after being admonished by the angel of the Lord (Judg 2:1, 5). The LXX inserts Bethel, and Bochim may be connected with Allon-bacuth, oak of weeping, near Bethel (Gen 35:8). 


� Evidently, when they made agreements to use them as forced labor, they didn’t insist on breaking down the altars to the gods.


� From the evidence here this was one of the very few times the LORD spoke directly to the people of Israel.


� See footnote Numbers 11:28 that speculates that Joshua was 20 to 30 years old when the Exodus began. If so, Joshua led the people for forty to fifty years before his death. Somehow, forty seems more likely, as that was the number of years Moses led the people and is a significant Biblical number.
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