Job – Lesson 9
Job 36:1- 37:24
In Lesson 9 we introduced the character of Elihu, who was evidently a friend of Job who had listened silently to the dialog between Job and his three friends. He was younger and, out of respect, had refrained from speaking until all had finished speaking. He then spoke up to correct both Job and his three friends. His words and reproofs were accurate. His name means “The LORD is my God.” He reproved Job’s three friends for their accusations that Job must be guilty of sin, because God would not allow tribulation to afflict the innocent. He made the case that the infinite God was neither harmed or diminished by the sins of a man, nor benefited or glorified by the good deeds of a man. Either kind of act only harmed or benefited the man who performed them, or it harmed or benefited other men. He also reproved Job for not trusting in God’s justice. It was not the obligation of God to reveal the purposes of all that happened.
So, we begin the next lesson. 
Job 36:1-2 Elihu continued: “Bear with me a little longer and I will show you that there is more to be said in God’s behalf. 
Elihu was not finished in extolling God.
Job 36:3 I get my knowledge from afar (long ago); 
The word translated “afar” can refer to distance of space, but it can also refer to distance of time. I think that is probably the sense meant here. His knowledge was ancient knowledge. Remember, this was written about 500 years before the Law of Moses. This means that most of the record included in the Book of Genesis existed in Job and Elihu’s time. That record may have even included Holy writings that (according to God’s will) are no longer extant.
Job 36:3b I will ascribe justice to my Maker. 
While Job had implied that God was unjust to him, Elihu was going to refute that.
Job 36:4 Be assured that my words are not false; one perfect in knowledge is with you. 
What he knew and spoke was true.
Job 36:5a “Behold, God is mighty, and despises (or rejects) not any; ASV

God did not create any of His creatures, men or angels, for the purpose of rejecting them
Job 36:5b he is mighty, and firm in his purpose. 
God had a purpose and plan which he would fulfill with His power.
Job 36:6 He preserves not the life of the wicked, But gives to the afflicted their right. ASV 
This opposed Job’s earlier accusations in Job 21 that God seemed to favor the lives of the wicked that were rich and powerful. In the meantime, the poor suffered in life only to suffer the same destiny of death with those wicked men after it.
Job 36:7 He does not take his eyes off the righteous; he enthrones them with kings and exalts them forever. 
Those who were righteous had a destiny which did not end at their death but extended into eternity.
Job 36:8-9 But if men any are bound in chains, held fast by cords of affliction, he tells them what they have done-- that they have sinned arrogantly. 
God was just to those who were guilty of sin. The foundational sin was always arrogance. 
Job 36:10 He makes them listen to correction and commands them to repent of their evil. 
He always gave those who had turned their back on Him the opportunity to repent.
Job 36:11 If they obey and serve him, they will spend the rest of their days in prosperity and their years in contentment. 
If they did, he would return them to the destiny He created them for.
Job 36:12 But if they do not listen, they will perish by the sword and die without knowledge. 
The statement that they would “perish by the sword,” if taken literally, seems exaggerated. Many wicked die in their beds. However, if taken figuratively, it makes perfect sense. All the wicked are condemned and destroyed by the “sword” of the Cross which in Revelation is the word of His judgment:
Revelation 19:13-15a “He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations.”
The Cross was the sword which had first struck Christ. This was illustrated in Luke when the baby Jesus was dedicated as the first born son:

Luke 2:34-35 “Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
The fact that the cross is identified figuratively as a sword is also established by:

 Zechariah 13:7 “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the man who is close to me!” declares the LORD Almighty. “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered, and I will turn my hand against hand against the little ones.” 
Isaiah 27:1 “In that day, the LORD will punish with his sword, his fierce, great and powerful sword, Leviathan the gliding serpent, Leviathan the coiling serpent; he will slay the monster of the sea.”

Job 36:13 “The godless in heart harbor resentment; even when he fetters them, they do not cry for help. 
This defines the attitude of the godless, especially, Satan and his angels.
Job 36:14 They die in youth, And their life perishes among the unclean. ASV
Clearly, not all the wicked die in what the world considers their youth. However, from the standpoint of the eternal life with Him which the LORD intended, all the wicked perish in their “youth.”
Job 36:15 He delivers the afflicted by their affliction, and opens their ear by adversity. NRSV
God often sends affliction to open the ears of the afflicted to His teaching.
Job 36:16 “He is wooing you from the jaws of distress to a spacious place free from restriction, to the comfort of your table laden with choice food. 
The purpose of such affliction is blessing. Here Elihu is talking to Job who has been afflicted.
Job 36:17 But now you are laden with the judgment due the wicked; judgment and justice have taken hold of you. 
Instead of trusting in the justice of God toward him, Job had become obsessed with what he saw as God’s delayed judgment against the wicked. He was judging God.
Job 36:18 Beware that wrath does not entice you into scoffing, and do not let the greatness of the ransom turn you aside. NRSV
Elihu was warning Job that he was in danger when his anger questioned the character of God.
Job 36:19 Will your cry avail to keep you from distress, or will all the force of your strength? NRSV
Such an attitude had no value in the middle of his distress.
Job 36:20 Do not long for the night, when peoples are cut off in their place. NRSV
Job was also in danger when he wanted the LORD to hurry judgment on the wicked. Some of those people would yet turn to the LORD
Job 36:21 Beware! Do not turn to iniquity; because of that you have been tried by affliction. NRSV
Affliction of the righteous was meant to purify. Job should beware lest it turn him away from God.
Job 36:22a “God is exalted in his power. 
Here, Elihu turned to an examination of other aspects of the LORD. He was omnipotent.
Job 36:22b Who is a teacher like him?
God knows everything, so we can learn from Him things no one else can teach.

Job 36:23 Who has prescribed his ways for him, or said to him, ‘You have done wrong’? 
God was sovereign. His word was the last word.
Job 36:24 Remember to extol his work, which men have praised in song. 
The songs of that time included many which praised the beauty of God’s creation.
Job 36:25 All mankind has seen it; men gaze on it from afar. 
 This seems to speak of viewing the panorama of the seas, the mountains, the sky, and the whole universe which can only be taken in as “from afar.”
Job 36:26a How great is God--beyond our understanding! 
This is the thought also captured in Isaiah:
Isaiah 55:9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my (the LORD’s) ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
Job 36:26b The number of his years is past finding out. 
He is eternal. This is the same thought captured in Psalms:
Psalms 90:2-4 “Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.”
Job 36:27-29 “He draws up the drops of water, which distill as rain to the streams; the clouds pour down their moisture and abundant showers fall on mankind. Who can understand how he spreads out the clouds, how he thunders from his pavilion? 
It was God who set up the systems which water the earth.
Job 36:30 See how he scatters his lightning about him, bathing the depths of the sea. 
This seems to indicate that where they were sitting, near Job’s house, was in sight of one of the seas in that part of the world, the Mediterranean, the Sea of Galilee, or the Salt Sea (Dead Sea). I expect it was the Mediterranean, as Job was involved in commerce.
Evidently, as Elihu was speaking these words a great storm was approaching. Here he said “see the lightning!” In Job 37:2 he will say “listen to the roar” of the lightning! Then in Job 38:1 we are told “the LORD answered Job out of the storm.”
Job 36:31 This is the way he governs the nations and provides food in abundance. 
God’s eternal wisdom determined how He guided history. His control of the weather made it possible for Him to ensure the bountiful crops.
Job 36:32-33 He fills his hands with lightning and commands it to strike its mark. His thunder announces the coming storm; even the cattle make known its approach.

He further notes the approaching storm.
Job 37:1-4 “At this my heart pounds and leaps from its place. Listen! Listen to the roar of his voice, to the rumbling that comes from his mouth. He unleashes his lightning beneath the whole heaven and sends it to the ends of the earth. After that comes the sound of his roar; he thunders with his majestic voice. When his voice resounds, he holds nothing back. 
Elihu seemed to identify the power of the storm with the power of God. It thrilled him. I believe that this was an unusually magnificent storm. Perhaps Elihu sensed that God would soon actually speak from it.
Job 37:5-7 God’s voice thunders in marvelous ways; he does great things beyond our understanding. He says to the snow, ‘Fall on the earth,’ and to the rain shower, ‘Be a mighty downpour.’ So that all men he has made may know his work, he stops every man from his labor. 
In the midst of such storms, man can do nothing but marvel at such power which reflect but a tiny portion of the power at God’s command. Yet remember, before such a storm, Jesus spoke:
Matthew 8:24-26 “Without warning, a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went and woke him, saying, ‘Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!’ He replied, ‘You of little faith, why are you so afraid?’ Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.”
Job 37:8-12 The animals take cover; they remain in their dens. The tempest comes out from its chamber, the cold from the driving winds. The breath of God produces ice, and the broad waters become frozen. He loads the clouds with moisture; he scatters his lightning through them. At his direction they swirl around over the face of the whole earth to do whatever he commands them. 
These are further demonstrations of God’s power illustrated by the weather.

Job 37:13-14 He brings the clouds to punish men, or to water his earth and show his love. 
God has control of the weather and can use it to punish or bless mankind. The Bible is full of instances when the LORD brought drought or plenty according to his promise.
Job 37:14-16 “Listen to this, Job; stop and consider God’s wonders. Do you know how God controls the clouds and makes his lightning flash? Do you know how the clouds hang poised, those wonders of him who is perfect in knowledge? 
Elihu invited Job to compare his tiny knowledge with the knowledge of God.
Job 37:17 You who swelter in your clothes when the land lies hushed under the south wind, can you join him in spreading out the skies, hard as a mirror of cast bronze? 
The “you” here is in the singular. It challenged Job to remember any hot summer day when he thought he could have changed the weather. This may imply that this was such a day which was about to be changed by the approaching storm from the north.
Job 37:19 “Tell us what we should say to him; we cannot draw up our case because of our darkness. 
Job had implied that he wanted God to give him a hearing because he thought he was being unfairly punished:
Job 13:3 “But I desire to speak to the Almighty and to argue my case with God.”

Elihu said that God already knew everything and Job was in the dark about what God had done. Here Elihu implied that he would help Job in drawing up his case.
Job 37:20 Should he be told that I want to speak? Would any man ask to be swallowed up? 
For his part Elihu would hesitate to challenge to wisdom of God.
Job 37:21-22 Now no one can look at the sun, bright as it is in the skies after the wind has swept them clean. Out of the north he comes in golden splendor; God comes in awesome majesty. 
This described the sky which had been swept clean of clouds by the winds in advance of the approaching storm coming from the north.
Job 37:23-24b The Almighty is beyond our reach and exalted in power; in his justice and great righteousness, he does not oppress. Therefore, men revere him,
Although they could not appeal God’s judgment, they could be sure that He was just and that His intention was never to oppress. His intention is always to bless.
Job 37:24b he does not regard any who are wise in their own conceit.” NRSV
God gives no standing in His court to those who stand in their own wisdom.
At this point we have the LORD speaking for Himself out of the approaching storm:

Job 38:1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm. He said:
That is where we will begin in the next lesson.
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