Job – Lesson 4
Job 11:1 – 15:35
In Lesson 3 we continued the study of the dialog between Job and his three friends, Eliphaz, Zophar, and Bildad. We saw Job respond to the discourse of Eliphaz which intimated that Job was somehow responsible for his own sufferings. After Job’s reply we saw the discourse of Bildad who also intimated that a just God would not send undeserved suffering, therefore Job must be responsible. Job again defended himself and said that it was useless to try to appeal against God’s judgment. He mainly pleaded for death. At this point, we can begin lesson 4 with the first discourse of Zophar, Job’s second friend.

Job 11:1-3a Then Zophar the Naamathite replied: “Are all these words to go unanswered? Is this talker to be vindicated? Will your idle talk reduce men to silence?
Zophar introduced a more hostile and disrespectful tone. It would later incite a sarcastic reply by Job. In effect he called Job a man of boastful words who could not back up his boasts with facts.
Job 11:3b-4 Will no one rebuke you when you mock? You say to God, ‘My beliefs are flawless and I am pure in your sight.’
Zophar accused Job of mocking God when he accused Him of being unfair.
Job  11:5-6 Oh, how I wish that God would speak, that he would open his lips against you  and disclose to you the secrets of wisdom, for true wisdom has two sides. Know this: God has even forgotten some of your sin. 
Zophar spoke truth in this. However, Job never claimed to be sinless,
 only that he was upright and had walked before the LORD. That kind of walk always had to encompass confession of sin and relying on the forgiveness of the LORD which was symbolized by the sacrifices that looked forward to the redeemer.
Job 11:7-8 “Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you probe the limits of the Almighty? They are higher than the heavens--what can you do? They are deeper than the depths of the grave 
--what can you know? 
Zophar actually repeated a truth that Job had already stated with reference to the wisdom of the LORD (Job 9:3-4).
Job 11:9-11 Their measure is longer than the earth and wider than the sea. “If he comes along and confines you in prison and convenes a court, who can oppose him? Surely he recognizes deceitful men; and when he sees evil, does he not take note? 
He also stated a truth about the essence of the the LORD. He is omnipresent, in other words everywhere all at once.
Job 11:12 But a witless man can no more become wise than a wild donkey’s colt can be born a man. 
I don’t think Zophar was saying that Job in particular was witless, but rather that all mankind was witless in comparison to God.
Job 11:13-15 “Yet if you devote your heart to him and stretch out your hands to him, if you put away the sin that is in your hand and allow no evil to dwell in your tent, then you will lift up your face without shame; you will stand firm and without fear. 
Job had already asked for mercy and made offering as he always did for himself and his family. Zophar would not believe him because he was still undergoing suffering. He held to the belief that the LORD would not allow suffering to one who had devoted his life to the LORD.
Job 11:16-19 You will surely forget your trouble, recalling it only as waters gone by. Life will be brighter than noonday, and darkness will become like morning. You will be secure, because there is hope; you will look about you and take your rest in safety. You will lie down, with no one to make you afraid, and many will court your favor.
Zophar did not understand that the LORD was using suffering to refine Job and make him a testimony to Satan and all the angels. Job was a type, in a very minor sense, of Jesus Christ. Jesus also would be innocent, but He, like Job, would bear an unjust personal punishment when He bore the sins of the world. Zophar promised that as soon as Job confessed to the LORD his undoubted sin, all would be fine.
Job 11:20 But the eyes of the wicked will fail, and escape will elude them; their hope will become a dying gasp.”

But Zophar warned that if Job was like the wicked, and didn’t confess his sin, he would die a death like them.
Job 12:1-3 Then Job replied: “Doubtless you are the people, and wisdom will die with you! But I have a mind as well as you; I am not inferior to you. Who does not know all these things?
This referred to Zophar’s implication in Job 11:12 that Job was foolish and Zophar was wise. Job already knew everything that Zophar had said about the character of God and had acted on it. His sarcasm here was a response to Zophar’s hostile tone. This inferred that the wisdom of Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar was correct in principle. The problem was that it was operating from a false premise. This fact validates the quoting of these parts of Job as scriptural truths. Besides that, those truths are validated elsewhere in scripture.
Job 12:4 “I have become a laughingstock to my friends, though I called upon God I who called upon God, and he answered. A mere laughingstock, though righteous and blameless! 
Instead of “though I called upon God,” the American Standard Version says, “I who called upon God.” It thus conveys the idea more clearly that Job was talking about his past reputation and practice. His friends were calling on him to again call upon God. He already had called on God. Yet in spite of doing that, he was still buried in misfortune.
Job 12:5 Men at ease have contempt for misfortune as the fate of those whose feet are slipping. 
By the term “men at ease” Job was referring to his three friends who were sure that Job’s feet had slipped from the path of righteousness.
Job 12:6 The tents of marauders are undisturbed, and those who provoke God are secure-- those who carry their god in their hands. 
Job was probably thinking of the Sabeans and Chaldeans who had stolen Job’s livestock and murdered his servants. They were idol worshippers, and yet they seemed to prosper while Job suffered.
Job 12:7-9 “But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds of the air, and they will tell you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish of the sea inform you. Which of all these does not know that the hand of the LORD has done this? 
Job contended that even the most basic observation of nature and the world would reveal that the LORD allowed evil to prosper.
Job 12:10 In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind. 
The LORD had the power to destroy any evil person and yet he didn’t.
Job 12:11-12 Does not the ear test words as the tongue tastes food? Is not wisdom found among the aged? Does not long life bring understanding? 
Job was a relatively old man at this time. He had raised ten children to adulthood, so he must have been at least fifty to sixty. Job and his friends were later called “old” by Elihu in Job 32:6. There, Elihu used the same Hebrew word translated “aged” here. Here, Job claimed to have the wisdom which came from testing words for a long time. What follows was some of that wisdom.
Job 12:13-15 “To God belong wisdom and power; counsel and understanding are his. What he tears down cannot be rebuilt; the man he imprisons cannot be released. If he holds back the waters, there is drought; if he lets them loose, they devastate the land. 
Among other things, God has power over nature. Notice, He also has the ultimate control of the climate.
Job 12:16-21 To him belong strength and victory; both deceived and deceiver are his. He leads counselors away stripped and makes fools of judges. He takes off the shackles put on by kings and ties a loincloth around their waist. He leads priests away stripped and overthrows men long established. He silences the lips of trusted advisers and takes away the discernment of elders. He pours contempt on nobles and disarms the mighty. 
Among other things, God has ultimate power over politics and human affairs. All men, both high and low, both virtuous and wicked are in His hand.
Job 12:22 He reveals the deep things of darkness and brings deep shadows into the light. 
God has the power to expand wisdom and knowledge.
Job 12:23 He makes nations great, and destroys them; he enlarges nations, and disperses them. 
God controls history.
Job 12:24-25 He deprives the leaders of the earth of their reason; he sends them wandering through a trackless waste. They grope in darkness with no light; he makes them stagger like drunkards.

An example of this is found later in scripture when the great Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon lost his reason for seven years and lived like a wild animal (Daniel 4).
Job 13:1-2 “My eyes have seen all this, my ears have heard and understood it. What you know, I also know; I am not inferior to you. 
Job rejected the implication that his friends could shed any new information on his situation. He knew as much about God as they did. He also knew his own inner life, of which they were ignorant.
Job 13:3-4 But I desire to speak to the Almighty and to argue my case with God. You, however, smear me with lies; you are worthless physicians, all of you! 
Job wanted answers from God, not from his friends who presumed to know his inner life, but did not.
Job 13:5 If only you would be altogether silent! For you, that would be wisdom. 
This is usually very good advice for anyone who goes to criticize another.

Job 13:6-7 Hear now my argument; listen to the plea of my lips. Will you speak wickedly on God’s behalf? Will you speak deceitfully for him? 
Job’s friends were speaking as if they knew what only Job and God could know. That was the knowledge of what was in Job’s heart.
Job 13:8 Could you bear his presence? Will you argue the case for God? 
The translation of the first phrase is difficult. I have substituted a translation which is close to the KJV which was “Will ye accept his person?”
Job 13:9 Would it turn out well if he examined you? Could you deceive him as you might deceive men? 
Before they presumed to stand before God as prosecutors for Him, they might consider that the LORD knew their every thought. Paul made a similar argument in Romans:
Roman 14:10 “You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat.”
Job 13:10 He would surely rebuke you if you secretly showed partiality. 
They would be rebuked if they judged prejudicially.
Job 13:11 Would not his splendor terrify you? Would not the dread of him fall on you? 
In fact, being in His presence would terrify them. Yet they were presuming to judge Job on behalf of God. As it will turn out, God would actually show up in visual form before this story was over.
Job 13:12-13 Your maxims are proverbs of ashes; your defenses are defenses of clay. “Keep silent and let me speak; then let come to me what may. 
Because they didn’t have the facts about Job, their words were useless. Job would state his own case.
Job 13:14-15 Why do I put myself in jeopardy and take my life in my hands? Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him; I will surely defend my ways to his face. 
Although Job understood that it was a daunting task to challenge God, He had complete confidence in the justice of the LORD to acquit him of having a wicked life.
Job 13:16 Indeed, this will turn out for my deliverance, for no godless man would dare come before him! 
Job understood that his greatest defense was that his hope (faith) was in the LORD and that he had a relationship with the living God. He was not “godless.”
Job 13:17 Listen carefully to my words; let your ears take in what I say. Now that I have prepared my case, I know I will be vindicated. Can anyone bring charges against me? If so, I will be silent and die. 
Of course Job in his turn was also ignorant of some important facts. He did not need to be vindicated. His suffering was not because of some sin he had committed. His suffering was actually because of his “upright” life.
Job 13:20-21 “Only grant me these two things, O God, and then I will not hide from you: Withdraw your hand far from me, and stop frightening me with your terrors. 
However, before he answered, he pleaded with God to withdraw the things that were disturbing his thinking.
Job 13:22-23 Then summon me and I will answer, or let me speak, and you reply. How many wrongs and sins have I committed? Show me my offense and my sin. 
Job just wanted to know in what way he had offended.
Job 13:24-25 Why do you hide your face and consider me your enemy? Will you torment a windblown leaf? Will you chase after dry chaff? 
Job didn’t understand why the mighty LORD would even spend one moment on someone as insignificant as he thought he was in the grand scheme of things.
Job 13:26 For you write down bitter things against me and make me inherit the sins of my youth. 
Job considered as a possibility that somehow he was being held accountable for sins of long ago.
Job 13:27-28 You fasten my feet in shackles; you keep close watch on all my paths by putting marks on the soles 
 of my feet. “So man wastes away like something rotten, like a garment eaten by moths.

This described how Job saw himself because of his physical infirmity, a prisoner rotting away in his body.
Job 14:1-2 “Man born of woman is of few days and full of trouble. He springs up like a flower and withers away; like a fleeting shadow, he does not endure. 
In the eternal time scheme of God, the life of men is insignificant. Isaiah gives us somewhat the same thought:

Isaiah 40:6-8  “All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field. The grass withers and the flowers fall because the breath of the LORD blows on them. Surely the people are grass. The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.” This was quoted in 1 Peter 1:24-25.
Job 14:3 Do you fix your eye on such a one? Will you bring him before you for judgment? 
Job asked why the immortal and omnipotent God would bother to bring suffering on such an insignificant being.
Job 14:4 Who can bring what is pure from the impure? No one! 
Mankind born in sin could never hope to stand as pure before God.

Job 14:5 Man’s days are determined; you have decreed the number of his months and have set limits he cannot exceed.  
Furthermore, the lifetime of each man is limited by God himself.
Job 14:6 So look away from him and let him alone, till he has put in his time like a hired man. 
In ignorance, Job asked God to leave him alone until he had served out his days on earth. He did not really understand that mankind was not insignificant to God. He did not understand that all the LORD seeks of His creatures is the opportunity to bless them with His own true happiness:
Jeremiah 29:11-13 “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.’”
Job 14:7-10 “At least there is hope for a tree: If it is cut down, it will sprout again, and its new shoots will not fail. Its roots may grow old in the ground and its stump die in the soil, yet at the scent of water it will bud and put forth shoots like a plant. But man dies and is laid low; he breathes his last and is no more. 
A man is unlike a tree which can spring up quickly from its buried root. When a man dies, the body disintegrates. Here Job allows himself to sink back into unrealistic depression he had expressed in Job 3:11 saying, “Why did I not perish at birth, and die as I came from the womb?”
Job 14:11-12 As water disappears from the sea or a riverbed becomes parched and dry, so man lies down and does not rise; till the heavens are no more, men will not awake or be roused from their sleep.
Here, in his despair, Job had lost track of what he knew about the LORD promise of the resurrection of the believer. It was not true that the dead did not rise again. It took all the way to the next verse before he recovered himself.
Job 14:13-15 “If only you would hide me in the grave and conceal me till your anger has passed! If only you would set me a time and then remember me! If a man dies, will he live again? All the days of my hard service I will wait for my renewal to come. You will call and I will answer you; you will long for the creature your hands have made. 
He did believe in the resurrection, but Job wanted to be hidden in his grave until the time of his resurrection.
Job 14:16-17 Surely then you will count my steps but not keep track of my sin. My offenses will be sealed up in a bag; you will cover over my sin. 
He knew that at the time of his resurrection all of his sins would be covered over.
Job 14:18-22 “But as a mountain erodes and crumbles and as a rock is moved from its place, as water wears away stones and torrents wash away the soil, so you destroy man’s hope. You overpower him once for all, and he is gone; you change his countenance and send him away. If his sons are honored, he does not know it; if they are brought low, he does not see it. He feels but the pain of his own body and mourns only for himself.”
However, Job’s present sufferings in this life were gradually eroding his hope and replacing it with despair.
Job 15:1-6 Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied: “Would a wise man answer with empty notions or fill his belly with the hot east wind? Would he argue with useless words, with speeches that have no value? 
Although Job had proclaimed himself as wise as his friends, Eliphaz contended that Job’s previous discourse had disproved his wisdom.
Job 15:4-6 But you even undermine piety and hinder devotion to God. Your sin prompts your mouth; you adopt the tongue of the crafty. Your own mouth condemns you, not mine; your own lips testify against you. 
Eliphaz contended that Job’s declaration amounted to accusing God of being unfair. Such a view would hinder devotion to God.
Job 15:7-8a “Are you the first man ever born? Were you brought forth before the hills? Do you listen in on God’s council? 
Eliphaz rightly described Job’s wisdom as limited.
Job 15:8b-9 Do you limit wisdom to yourself? What do you know that we do not know? What insights do you have that we do not have? 
Eliphaz claimed that he and his friends knew as much as Job. He was wrong. He didn’t know the state of Job’s heart.
Job 15:10 The gray-haired and the aged are on our side, men even older than your father. 
Some of the wisdom that he and his friends had shared, and Job had agreed with, had been handed down from their fathers. This verse seems to indicate that at the time of this story, the ultimate authority was based on the testimony of the patriarchs. You must remember that as late as the birth of Abraham, both Noah and Shem were alive. They were the last patriarchs who were extremely long-lived men. They had survived the flood and had known Methuselah, who had known Adam. They were in the line of Christ listed in the genealogies in Genesis. Noah lived to be 950 years old. Shem lived to be 600 years. 
Job 15:11-13 Are God’s consolations not enough for you, words spoken gently to you? Why has your heart carried you away, and why do your eyes flash, so that you vent your rage against God and pour out such words from your mouth? 
“God’s consolations” that Eliphaz spoke about were His mercy and forgiveness of sin. The problem was Job was “upright.” Yet he was still suffering. 
Job 15:14-16 “What is man, that he could be pure, or one born of woman, that he could be righteous? If God places no trust in his holy ones,
 if even the heavens are not pure in his eyes, how much less man, who is vile and corrupt, who drinks up evil like water! 
Eliphaz was taking Job’s words as if he was proclaiming he was sinless. The statement Eliphaz repeated here about the nature of mankind was true. However, the truth of Eliphaz’s statement, together with the truth of Job’s statement that he was upright or righteous did not logically argue that Job was sinless. They only argued that God had imputed righteousness to Job because he had trusted in the LORD and confessed his sins.
Job 15:17 “Listen to me and I will explain to you; let me tell you what I have seen, what wise men have declared, hiding nothing received from their fathers (to whom alone the land was given when no alien passed among them): 
The men who had been given the land when there was no one else left could only have been Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
Job 15:20-21 All his days the wicked man 
 suffers torment, the ruthless through all the years stored up for him. Terrifying sounds fill his ears; when all seems well, marauders attack him. He despairs of escaping the darkness; he is marked for the sword. He wanders about--food for vultures; he knows the day of darkness is at hand. 
This correctly describes the true misery of those who have turned their back on God. They have no hope. 
Job 15:24-26 Distress and anguish fill him with terror; they overwhelm him, like a king poised to attack, because he shakes his fist at God and vaunts himself against the Almighty, defiantly charging against him with a thick, strong shield. 
This further describes the “wicked.” He is in rebellion against God.
Job 15:27 “Though his face is covered with fat and his waist bulges with flesh, 
This phrase is not meant to describe obesity. It is meant to describe material prosperity. This man is one of those “wicked” that seem to prosper.
Job 15:28-29 he will inhabit ruined towns and houses where no one lives, houses crumbling to rubble. He will no longer be rich and his wealth will not endure, nor will his possessions spread over the land. 
His prosperity is an illusion.
Job 15:30 He will not escape the darkness; a flame will wither his shoots, and the breath of God’s mouth will carry him away. 
In the end he will have no hope as judgment approaches.
Job 15:31-32 Let him not deceive himself by trusting what is worthless, for he will get nothing in return. Before his time he will be paid in full, and his branches will not flourish. 
The material prosperity that he sold his life to wickedness to get will turn out to be worthless.
Job 15:33 He will be like a vine stripped of its unripe grapes, like an olive tree shedding its blossoms. 
His life will have no fruit.
Job 15:34a For the company of the godless will be barren, 
The true product of the life will be barrenness. 
Job 15:34b and fire will consume the tents of those who love bribes. 
This seems to refer to those who think they will later be able to bribe their way into God’s favor. Deuteronomy also speaks to those people.
Deuteronomy 10:17 “For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe.”
Job 15:35 They conceive trouble and give birth to evil; their womb fashions deceit.”
The true product of their lives is trouble, evil, and deceit.

� Job 7:21 “Why do you not pardon my offenses and forgive my sins?” 


� The Hebrew translated “grave” by the NIV is שְׁאוֹל {sheh·ōle'}. It is better translated “hell.” This is sometimes incorrectly translated “grave” although the word for that is קֶבֶר {keh'·ver}. It should always be understood that in the Old Testament, “hell” included a place for unbelievers called “torments” (Luke 16:23) and a place for believers called “Abraham’s bosom” (Luke 16:23) or “paradise” (Luke 23:43). Clearly the “depths” of the grave cannot mean to refer to a shallow pit or a tomb that is a the surface of the ground.


� Chapter 12 is a summary of the truths that Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar have stated up to now, namely that God is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent.


.� Literally, “the roots of my feet.”


� Eliphaz had previously made these statements in Job 4:17-18.


� There is no word for “man” here. The consequences are the same for any wicked, whether man, angel, or Satan himself.
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