Job – Lesson 10
Job 38:1- 39:30
In Lesson 9 we saw Elihu continue to defend and expound on the character of God. Elihu had expounded on God; His knowledge, His justice, His power, and His eventual triumph which He would share with those who had believed in Him. As he spoke He used the wonder and magnificence of an approaching storm to describe God. As the storm arrived, suddenly, the voice of God spoke out of it. Job, Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar, and Elihu were present, but God addressed Job.
Job 38:1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm. He said: “Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge? 
Since, the last person to speak in the narrative was Elihu; it is natural to make the mistake of concluding the Elihu was the “who” that the LORD was talking about. It was not the previous discourse of Elihu which the LORD was describing, but the previous discourses of Job which Elihu was rebuking. This is made clear in Job 42:
Job 42:1-3 “Then Job replied to the LORD: “I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted. [You asked,] ‘Who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge?’ Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know.”
In effect, the LORD was coming alongside to support the message of Elihu, whose name means “The LORD is my God.”
Job 38:3-4 Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me. “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you understand. 
This was the question to Job, but it also serves as a good rebuke to those modern “so called” scholars who think they can scientifically explain an event only happened once and that they never observed and could never have measured if they had.
Job 38:5 Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line across it? 
This compares the finiteness of Job with the infiniteness of God.
Job 38:6-7 On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone—

The Hebrew word here translated “the earth” is אֶרֶץ {eh'·rets}. It is translated “land” 1,543 times, “earth” 712 times, “country” 140 times, and “ground” 98 times. I believe this should be understood in the sense of “land” or “ground” and refers to the occasion recorded in Genesis 1:
Genesis 1:9-10a “And God said, ‘Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear.’ And it was so. And God called the dry land Earth (אֶרֶץ {eh'·rets}); and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas.” KJV
Job 38: 7 while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy? 
The Hebrew which is translated angels is the expression בְּנֵי אֱלֹהִֽים {beni elohim} which is literally “sons of God.” It is the same expression used in Job 1 where it is translated “angels”:

Job 1:6 “One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them.”
This presents the picture of the angels rejoicing when the LORD brought forth the stage on which mankind and Christ and would perform the culminating act of the ancient Angelic Conflict between God and His elect angels and Satan and his fallen angels. This also makes clear that both the angels and the stars existed when the “foundations of the earth” were laid. That supports the understanding that when Genesis 1:1 says: “In the beginning God created the heavens” it is speaking of the heavens (the Hebrew שָׁמַיִם {shä·mah'·yim}) in its meaning as “the sky or atmosphere.”
Job 38:8-11 “Who shut up the sea behind doors when it burst forth from the womb, when I made the clouds its garment and wrapped it in thick darkness, when I fixed limits for it and set its doors and bars in place, when I said, ‘This far you may come and no farther; here is where your proud waves halt’?
This referred to the fact that the sea was kept from overflowing the land. These doors and bars were temporarily opened during the flood of Noah’s time. It was the overflowing seas and oceans which make up 71% of the earth’s surface which inundated the whole earth in Noah’s time.
Job 38:12-13 “Have you ever given orders to the morning, or shown the dawn its place, that it might take the earth by the edges and shake the wicked out of it? 
It appears that this is a reference to the coming of the dawn of the Messiah when the wicked will be removed from the earth which Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist referred to:

Luke 1:78b-79 “the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun 
 will come to us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.” 
Job 38:14 The earth takes shape like clay under a seal; its features stand out like those of a garment. 
This refers to the creation of the “dry land” or earth in Genesis 1.
Job 38:15 The wicked are denied their light, and their upraised arm is broken. 
This seems to refer to the confinement of many of Satan’s angels in the abyss where they will remain until a brief time liberty during the Tribulation (Revelation 9:1-11).
Job 38:16-17 “Have you journeyed to the springs of the sea or walked in the recesses of the deep? Have the gates of death been shown to you? Have you seen the gates of the shadow of death? 
This verse seems to indicate that the gate of the shaft of the abyss referred to in Revelation 9 is in the depths of the sea. This also indicates that water is a bar or something to which angels are averse.
 
Job 38:18-19 Have you comprehended the vast expanses of the earth? Tell me, if you know all this. “What is the way to the abode of light? And where does darkness reside? Can you take them to their places? Do you know the paths to their dwellings?
The abode of light is the throne of God. The abyss or hell is where darkness resides. They may not even exist in our dimension or plane of perception.
Job  38:21 Surely you know, for you were already born! You have lived so many years! 
This pointed out that to even begin to have mere pretensions of knowledge Job’s experience needed to go back eons rather than mere decades.
Job 38:22-30 “Have you entered the storehouses of the snow or seen the storehouses of the hail, which I reserve for times of trouble, for days of war and battle? What is the way to the place where the lightning is dispersed, or the place where the east winds 
 are scattered over the earth? Who cuts a channel for the torrents of rain, and a path for the thunderstorm, to water a land where no man lives, a desert with no one in it, to satisfy a desolate wasteland and make it sprout with grass? Does the rain have a father? Who fathers the drops of dew? From whose womb comes the ice? Who gives birth to the frost from the heavens when the waters become hard as stone, when the surface of the deep is frozen?
Even on the level of earthly existence Job was ignorant. He was ignorant of the way God controlled the weather. This also makes the point that it is the LORD who controls the climate and the weather. Fifty years ago the “scholars” were panicked over global cooling. More recently they were panicked over global warming. The fact is that the LORD controls climate and weather and He often uses it as a means of discipline or blessing. In the end times it will be one of His tools destroy the wicked:
Mark 13:19 “Those will be days of distress unequaled from the beginning, when God created the world, until now—and never to be equaled again. If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened them.”
If any believer wants to have a beneficial impact on “climate change” he need only pursue the will of God.

Job 38:31-32 “Can you bind the beautiful Pleiades? Can you loose the cords of Orion? Can you bring forth the constellations in their seasons or lead out the Bear with its cubs?
 
This refers to the fact that it was the LORD who created all the stars and planets in the universe.
Job 38:33 Do you know the laws of the heavens? Can you set up [God’s ] dominion over the earth? 
The “heavens” here refers to the sky or atmosphere. 
Job 38:34-35 “Can you raise your voice to the clouds and cover yourself with a flood of water? Do you send the lightning bolts on their way? Do they report to you, ‘Here we are’? 
This was perhaps a more immediate illustration of the LORD’s power as He was speaking out of a storm. Perhaps He punctuated the first statement with a downpour of rain and the second statement with a lightning bolt.
Job 38:36 Who endowed the heart with wisdom or gave understanding to the mind? 
It was the LORD who had enabled the mind to gather wisdom and assemble that into understanding. But as the following illustrates, that wisdom was limited compared to all the wisdom there was.
Job 38:37-38 Who has the wisdom to count the clouds? Who can tip over the water jars of the heavens when the dust becomes hard and the clods of earth stick together? 
Man’s understanding of the weather was limited.
Job 38:39-39:4 “Do you hunt the prey for the lioness and satisfy the hunger of the lions when they crouch in their dens or lie in wait in a thicket? Who provides food for the raven when its young cry out to God and wander about for lack of food? “Do you know when the mountain goats give birth? Do you watch when the doe bears her fawn? Do you count the months till they bear? Do you know the time they give birth? They crouch down and bring forth their young; their labor pains are ended. Their young thrive and grow strong in the wilds; they leave and do not return.
This pointed out the mystery of how animals seemed to know how to find food and give birth. These were things with which mankind in their wisdom struggled, yet God had endowed His animals with instincts which enabled them to thrive.
Job 39:5-8 “Who let the wild donkey go free? Who untied his ropes? I gave him the wasteland as his home, the salt flats as his habitat. He laughs at the commotion in the town; he does not hear a driver’s shout. He ranges the hills for his pasture and searches for any green thing. 
This brought up the question of the wild donkey. The species of donkeys they used needed careful care and attention, but were obedient. The wild donkeys could thrive in the wilderness, but could never be tamed. The LORD had made the wild donkey the way he was.
Job 39:9a “Will the wild ox consent to serve you? 
The word translated “wild ox” is the Hebrew word רְאֵם {reh·ām'}. The Greek translation of this passage by the Septuagint about 250 BC used the Greek word μονόκερως which literally means “one horn.” That is why the King James translated it as “unicorn.” It was probably a relative of the African buffalo which is notoriously wild and considered one of the most dangerous animals in Africa, even surpassing the lion. It is no longer to be found in that part of the world. You can see by the picture below why it is called “one horn” since its horn is one piece from tip to tip.




Job 39:9b-12 Will he stay by your manger at night? Can you hold him to the furrow with a harness? Will he till the valleys behind you? Will you rely on him for his great strength? Will you leave your heavy work to him? Can you trust him to bring in your grain and gather it to your threshing floor? 
This compared this dangerous “wild ox” with the “tame oxen” which are pictured below.



Job 39:13 “The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully, but they cannot compare with the pinions and feathers of the stork. 
This compared the ostrich with the stork. God gave both wings, yet only the stork could fly. The white stork had an imposing presence which had an impact on human culture and folklore. In The Hebrew word for the stork here is חֲסִידָה {khas·ē·dä'}which means “merciful” or “kind”. In much of ancient mythology storks were portrayed as models of parental devotion.
 This was in contrast with the ostrich which seemed careless they laid their eggs on the ground and couldn’t defend them.
Job 39:14-17 She lays her eggs on the ground and lets them warm in the sand, unmindful that a foot may crush them, that some wild animal may trample them. She treats her young harshly, as if they were not hers; she cares not that her labor was in vain, for God did not endow her with wisdom or give her a share of good sense.
According to the Wikipedia entry on ostriches, fewer than 10% of their nests survive the 9 week period of laying and incubation, and of the surviving chicks, only 15% of those survive to 1 year of age. Ostriches, like the African buffalo are no longer extant in the area of Israel, but only in Africa.
Job 39:18 Yet when she spreads her feathers to run, she laughs at horse and rider. 
Yet in spite of this, once a stork survives it is the one of the longest lived of all birds living to as old as 60 years and able to run away from predators.
Job 39:19-24 “Do you give the horse his strength or clothe his neck with a flowing mane? Do you make him leap like a locust, striking terror with his proud snorting? He paws fiercely, rejoicing in his strength, and charges into the fray. He laughs at fear, afraid of nothing; he does not shy away from the sword.
 The quiver rattles against his side, along with the flashing spear and lance. In frenzied excitement he eats up the ground; he cannot stand still when the trumpet sounds. 39:25 At the blast of the trumpet he snorts, ‘Aha!’ He catches the scent of battle from afar, the shout of commanders and the battle cry.
The horse was also unique in the attributes God had given him. He seemed to exhort with his rider at the scent of battle. This also gives us a picture of the advanced state of war in those days. Already the bow (quiver), spear, and lance were used by armed horsemen. These were the same weapons with which the famed cavalry of the Mongols almost conquered the world three thousand years later. The trumpet was also what was used to signal tactics on the battlefield.
Job 39:26-30 “Does the hawk take flight by your wisdom and spread his wings toward the south? Does the eagle soar at your command and build his nest on high? He dwells on a cliff and stays there at night; a rocky crag is his stronghold. From there he seeks out his food; his eyes detect it from afar. His young ones feast on blood, and where the slain are, there is he.”

This points out how the LORD had given predatory birds, the hawk and the eagle, the instincts and the tools to survive. It also underlines what science has since discovered about the eagle, that he has incredible eyesight. I cite the article on eagles in Wikipedia:
“Eagles’ eyes are extremely powerful, having up to 3.6 times human acuity, which enables them to spot potential prey from a very long distance. This keen eyesight is primarily attributed to their extremely large pupils which ensure minimal diffraction (scattering) of the incoming light.”

� There is a picture here of Christ’s return in which He will return to Jerusalem from the East (Psalms 110:1-4, Zechariah 14:4) at the break of day (Psalms 46:5).


� Matthew 12:43 “When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it.” Luke 11:24.


� In the lands of that part of the world, east winds were synonymous with drought, and lack of rain (see Job 15:2).


� Referring to the stellar constellations Ursa Major and Ursa Minor (Great Bear and Little Bear).


� The mythology survives in the idea that storks bring babies.


� It is interesting and accurate that this does not say “the spear.” Horses will not charge into spears.
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