Exodus – Lesson 12
Exodus 17:1 - 19:2
Stage three – from the Desert of Sin to the Desert of Sinai

In the last lesson we saw the Hebrews camped at the “Desert of Sin.” The word translated “Sin” is a Hebrew word (סִין – {sēn}). It has nothing to do with the English word “sin.” The meaning of the word is uncertain and the only times it is used in the Old Testament it is used to refer to the place.

It was at the Desert of Sin that the LORD provided a banquet of quail and began providing manna every morning.
Exodus 17:1 The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim,
 but there was no water for the people to drink. 
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Map of Stage Three - from the Desert of Sin to Rephidim and On
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After the Desert of Sin there were two camps before Rephidim; Dophkah and Alush. These do not appear in Exodus, but are mentioned in Moses’ retrospective of the trip in Numbers:

Numbers 33:12-14 “They left the Desert of Sin and camped at Dophkah. They left Dophkah and camped at Alush. They left Alush and camped at Rephidim, where there was no water for the people to drink.”

Nothing else is mentioned about these camps other than their names. Their names do not appear to have an obvious significant meaning. Dophkah means “knocking” and Alush means “mingling together.” I have set the campgrounds at the next open ground on their line of march, which seemed to be at the usual distance of  forty or fifty miles. The site at Dophkah would also have served the purpose of making the Amalekites think they were coming up into the Negev on the way to Canaan, and thus sent all their forces to the north for an expected advance that way. The site at Alush is also on relatively open ground about 40 or 50 miles away. However it is in the canyon leading to Rephidim and might have caused the crowding implied by the name Alush which means “mingling.”
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Wadi Rum – Sheep under an Acacia
At Rephidim, which means “refreshments” or “supports,” the people camped at what is known today as the Wadi Rum. It is very broad and is supplied with wells. This was the place where there was a large Arab camp during World War I. It was both portrayed and filmed in the movie “Lawrence of Arabia.” On the other side of the Wadi Rum (Rephidim) the Hebrews confronted one of the most remorseless deserts they had seen in a country full of deserts. They seemed to have panicked and had no faith! They seemed to have decided that it would be impossible get water in that desert. They also seemed to have decided that the LORD could not be leading them into anything good if that landscape was any indication of their destination. They were a desert people, but this was worse than anything they had ever seen before. Below you will find a picture of the landscape they faced.
So, the Lord had Moses walk out to a rock in the desert toward Horeb (Horeb means dry). He struck the rock with his staff and water gushed out. That may have supplied them with enough water to cross to the real Mt. Sinai (about eight days for a single traveler). During the next forty years of wandering in the desert the two to three million people of the Hebrews would need more miraculous supplies of abundant water. This instance was an assurance that the Lord could supply water for His people even in that desert. However, the only other time the Lord supplied water from a rock during the next forty years was close to the end (Numbers 20:13). Evidently the rest of the time the Lord provided water from rain as recorded in Psalms 68: 
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The desert called An Nafud that the Hebrews faced after Rephidim

Psalms 68:7-9 “When you went out before your people, O God, when you marched through the wasteland, Selah the earth shook, the heavens poured down rain, before God, the One of Sinai, before God, the God of Israel. You gave abundant showers, O God; you refreshed your weary inheritance.”
This is probably the place to point out, that as the Israelites struck out into that desert, the Lord evidently protected them from the extremes of heat. It was nearly June when the heat in the desert begins to get extreme during the day. However, the LORD provided the entire column of the people with perpetual shade from the sun for the entire forty years of the Exodus. Without it they could not have survived in the summer, even with water and food. This is the testimony of Psalms:
Psalms 105:39 “He spread out a cloud as a covering, and a fire to give light at night.”
At Rephidim

Exodus 17:2 So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?” 
The LORD had provided them with water for well over a month in dry country, but He had probably provided it largely from wells in dry riverbeds along the old caravan route. What they were facing at Rephidim was totally unlike the country they had travelled through. Whatever water was available in that country through such sources as wells certainly could not sustain two or three millions of people and their herds.

Exodus 17:3 But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?” 
They revived their old complaint that Moses, not the LORD, had brought them out of Egypt, and it was his hidden purpose to kill them all. 

Exodus 17:4 Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.”
 
Remember, at this time the pillar of cloud was still over them with the pillar of fire by night. Also, every morning for the past couple of weeks, the LORD had been providing manna. However, now they weren’t just complaining, some seemed to have been urging the rest to kill Moses.
Exodus 17:5 The LORD answered Moses, “Walk on ahead of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go.
This was the staff of miracles which was originally Moses’ staff, but was sometimes wielded by Aaron and was carried by him as the leader of the tribe of Levi.

Exodus 17:6 I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb.
 Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
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The Rock at Horeb? This rock is close to the place it must have happened.

Moses seemed to have walked some distance out into the barren desert accompanied by the elders of Israel. There he evidently came upon a rock that the LORD indicated to him and struck it. When he struck it water poured out of it. This was yet another material image of the spiritual meaning of the Christ to come. That was made clear by Paul:
1 Corinthians 10:2-4 “They (the Exodus generation) were all baptized into Moses in the cloud (the cloud that led them) and in the sea (the Red Sea that parted). They all ate the same spiritual food (the manna) and drank the same spiritual drink (from the rock at Horeb); for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.
The rock that was struck symbolized Christ as Paul said. Therefore, the staff that struck the rock had to have symbolized the cross and Jesus’ death on it. The water that flowed out of the rock symbolized the water of life that Jesus would provide. He spoke of it to the Samaritan woman at the well:

John 4:13-14 “Jesus answered, ‘Everyone who drinks this water (natural water) will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water (spiritual water) I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.’”
Exodus 17:7 And he called the place Massah and Meribah because the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the LORD saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 
Meribah means “quarrel or strife.” There were two places where the waters of “Meribah” were provided out of a rock. The first was here at Rephidim. The second was 39 years later at Kadesh Barnea (Numbers 20:13).
This miracle was of such a kind that it made a profound impression on the people of Israel. It was referred to many times in the Old Testament as demonstrating the power of the LORD. It was referred to about as often as the crossing of the Red Sea. Psalms 78 described what happened more fully:
Psalms 78:15-16 “He (the LORD) split the rocks 
 in the wilderness And gave them abundant drink like the ocean depths. He brought forth streams also from the rock And caused waters to run down like rivers. NASB
Exodus 17:8 The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim. 
It was at Rephidim that the Amalekites were able at last to strike in force. While the Hebrews had been crossing what is erroneously called the Sinai Peninsula, the Amalekites could do no more than mount sporadic raids from the flanks with small bands and cut off stragglers. It had taken a while to organize all the clans of the Amalekites who lived in the Sinai and Negev 
 where they lived in scattered camps. They had probably originally expected the Israelites to advance on Canaan from the south as they did a year later when the Israelites advanced north in disobedience of the LORD’s command:

Numbers 14:42-45 “‘Do not go up, because the LORD is not with you. You will be defeated by your enemies, for the Amalekites and Canaanites will face you there. Because you have turned away from the LORD, he will not be with you and you will fall by the sword.’ Nevertheless, in their presumption they went up toward the high hill country, though neither Moses nor the ark of the LORD’s covenant moved from the camp. Then the Amalekites and Canaanites who lived in that hill country came down and attacked them and beat them down all the way to Hormah.”

At this time the Amalekites, who had doubtlessly been awaiting them in the north, had been taken by surprise when the Israelites changed direction at Alush, and instead went down the way to Rephidim and the An Nafud (means the “Great Desert”). As a result, all they were able to do was attack the Israelites from behind, on the way out of Wadi Rum into that wilderness. There Joshua led the Armies of Israel in defeating them as we shall see when we return to Exodus 17. There is no doubt that the Lord took that occasion to make clear to each individual in the Exodus that they had no choice but to press forward into the desert in faith. If individuals of them turned back toward Egypt, they would be slaughtered by the Amalekites who still blocked the only way back.
Exodus 17:9 Moses said to Joshua, “Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill 
 with the staff of God in my hands.” 
By now, after over two months, the Israelites had been drilled and organized enough to present a decent semblance of an army. The leader in charge was Joshua, who forty years later would lead the armies of Israel into the Promised Land. It was no coincidence that his name was the Hebrew יְהוֹשׁוּעַ {yeh·hō·shü'·ah}. It means “the LORD (Jehovah) saves.” It is the Hebrew original of the Greek form Ἰησοῦς {ē-ā-sü's}. The English form is “Jesus.”
In the Exodus, Moses’ servant Joshua was used many times to foreshadow the person of his namesake Jesus Christ. This was one of those times. Here Joshua led the forces of Israel (representing God) against the forces of the Amalekites (representing Satan).
Exodus 17:10-11 So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill. As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. 
So the picture we have is this. Moses was holding the staff of God (representing the cross of Christ) in his hands. As long as he held it high Joshua and his army prevailed. There were two men on either side of Moses, just as there were two men on the hill on either side of Jesus Christ on Mt. Zion in 30 AD. The two men on either side of Moses were Aaron, who represented the priesthood, and Hur, Moses’ brother-in-law, from the line of Judah who represented the kingship. Below is a picture of Wadi Rum with two small hills in the middle. It was probably on a hill like one of these that Moses, Aaron, and Hur stood in view of the army fighting the Amalekites below.
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Small Hills in the Wadi Rum

Exodus 17:12a When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it.
To fully understand the prophetical image here we also need to consider the stone on which Moses sat. A stone is often used to picture the life and work of Jesus Christ as in:
Matthew 21:42-44 “Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
 ‘Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. He who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed.’”

Exodus 17:12b Aaron and Hur held his hands up--one on one side, one on the other--so that his hands remained steady (faithful) till sunset. 
The Hebrew word for steady is אֱמוּנָה {em·ü·nä'} which is the word used in Habakkuk 2:4 for “faithful” or “faith.” This word is also from the same root as “amen.” This description is a figure of Christ’s faithfulness in enduring the Cross.
 Besides representing the Priesthood and Kingship, Aaron and Hur also represented the humanity of Christ. Jesus’ humanity was derived from Mary. Mary’s father was descended from Judah and Hur. Mary’s mother was descended from Levi and Aaron. The picture spoke of the fact that at the Cross, Jesus in His humanity had to drink the cup 
 of bearing our sins. He had to remain steady and resist the temptation to come off the Cross and leave humanity to its fate. He was the “last Adam.”
 He had to remain faithful to His destiny to redeem the sons of Adam. 
Exodus 17:13 So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the sword. 
The sword is another figure of the Living Word and His life and work. This whole episode is one of the greatest figures of the Christ’s work found in the Old Testament. Aaron and Hur were the ancestors of the humanity of Jesus Christ. Moses and the rock he sat on were figures of Christ. The staff represented the cross. The three figures on the hill represented the three figures at Golgotha when Jesus was crucified. Joshua fighting the adversary had the same name as our savior.
Exodus 17:14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered and make sure that Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.” 
This was indeed written in a scroll. The scroll is called the Book of Exodus. This was a strange statement if the “Joshua” the message was intended for was Joshua, the son of Nun. This didn’t have to be written down for him. He saw it happen. He had lived it! I believe the message was for the Greater Joshua (Jeshua), the son of Mary. When Jesus read this account after His incarnation He saw that if He remained faithful to His destiny on the Cross the great adversary Satan would be totally defeated. Amalek, the great enemy of Israel then and until the destruction of Haman at the time of Esther a thousand years later, was a symbol for Satan. Jesus must have thought of this image when He was suffering on the Cross.
Exodus 17:15 Moses built an altar and called it The LORD is my Banner. 
Moses built an altar to memorialize what had happened there. In Isaiah, Jesus the Root of Jesse was also described as our banner:

Isaiah 11:10 “In that day (when the LORD returns) the Root of Jesse (Jesus Christ) will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.

Exodus 17:16a He said, “For hands were lifted up to the throne of the LORD. 
The hands lifted up to the throne of the LORD foreshadowed what Christ would do as He remained willingly nailed to the Cross with His hands lifted up bearing our sins. That sacrifice would win our victory.
Exodus 17:16b The LORD will be at war against the Amalekites from generation to generation.”

Until the end of history, the LORD will be perpetually at war with Satan and those who do his works.
The account in Exodus 18 which follows is parenthetical and skips forward to when Moses and most of the children of Israel had arrived at the foot of the true Mt. Sinai.

Exodus 18:1 Now Jethro,
 the priest of Midian and father-in-law of Moses, heard of everything God had done for Moses and for his people Israel, and how the LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt. 
On this final long leg to the true Mt. Sinai, the Israelites were travelling through the desert that bordered the southern edge of Midianite territory. These were the people of Moses’ father-in-law Jethro and of Moses’ wife Zipporah. When Jethro heard of their presence making their way back to the Mountain of the LORD, he hurried to find Moses there. He must have heard the testimony of the Hebrews themselves about what God had done for them. Besides that, he also would have witnessed in person the pillar of fire by night and the covering cloud by day. He also would have seen the daily provision of manna.
Exodus 18:2-3a After Moses had sent away his wife Zipporah,
 his father-in-law Jethro received her and her two sons.

As we might remember from our study of Exodus 4:25, Moses had originally started to bring his Midianite wife Zipporah with him to Egypt. When the LORD made him circumcise his two young sons, that made it impossible for them to travel and he had sent them, as well as their mother, back to Jethro.
Exodus 18:3b-4 One son was named Gershom, for Moses said, “I have become an alien in a foreign land”; and the other was named Eliezer,
 for he said, “My father’s God was my helper; he saved me from the sword of Pharaoh.” 
Gershom was the eldest, but both were born long after Moses had come to Midian as they were small children when Moses left to return to Egypt. This is evident because he set his wife and both sons on one donkey (Exodus 4:18). According to “The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible” Gershom’s name was a foreign name, evidently from the language of the Midianites. Its meaning is given here being related to Moses alienation from his people. The name of his next son was Eliezer, which is a Hebrew name אֱלִיעֶזֶר {el·ē·eh'·zer} which means “God is my help.” The second name, Eliezer, seems to have witnessed Moses’ maturing faith. It needed to mature before the LORD spoke to him out of the flaming Acacia thorn tree and sent him on his mission.
Exodus 18:5 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, together with Moses’ sons and wife, came to him in the desert, where he was camped near the mountain of God. 
As we see here, Jethro didn’t come to Moses until he and the Israelites had arrived at the base of the real Mt. Sinai.
Here we will consider the relations of Moses and his wife. Zipporah’s last recorded encounter with Moses was after she had been forced to circumcise their firstborn son:

Exodus 4:25-26 “Then Zipporah took a flint, and cut off the foreskin of her son, and cast it at his feet; and she said, Surely a bridegroom of blood art thou to me. So he let him alone. Then she said, A bridegroom of blood art thou, because of the circumcision.
That was not a loving farewell. The attempted reconciliation of the two was promoted by Jethro. We do know that within the year Moses had married a Cushite woman (Numbers 12:1). Since the sanctity of that marriage was defended by the LORD against the criticism of Aaron and Mariam, it seems apparent that Zipporah refused to be reconciled with Moses. Evidently she never shared his bed again. We know that the two young sons, Gershom and Eliezer, became part of the Israelite nation and had their inheritance in the land.
 Zipporah was never mentioned again in the Bible.
Exodus 18:6-7 Jethro had sent word to him, “I, your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you with your wife and her two sons.” So Moses went out to meet his father-in-law and bowed down and kissed him. They greeted each other and then went into the tent. 
Moses greeted his father-in-law cordially. There is nothing said about a greeting between Moses and Zipporah.
Exodus 18:8 Moses told his father-in-law about everything the LORD had done to Pharaoh and the Egyptians for Israel’s sake and about all the hardships they had met along the way and how the LORD had saved them. 
The Midianites were descended from Abraham.
 However, the majority of the Midianites became apostate in time. When Israel was entering Canaan forty years later they joined with the Moabites in the attempt to alienate them from the LORD’s favor by drawing them into worshipping idols.
 At this time at least the people of Jethro’s clan were following the LORD. Some of them cast their lot with the people of Israel and eventually went into the land with them (Numbers 10:29-32, Judges 1:16).
Exodus 18:9 Jethro was delighted to hear about all the good things the LORD had done for Israel in rescuing them from the hand of the Egyptians. He said, “Praise be to the LORD, who rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians and of Pharaoh, and who rescued the people from the hand of the Egyptians. 
The Midianites were descendants of Abraham through his wife Keturah. Jethro knew the name of the God of Abraham as “LORD.” That was the name by which Abraham knew God.
 This was also the name by which God introduced Himself out of the flaming acacia tree.
Exodus 18:11 Now I know that the LORD is greater than all other gods, for he did this to those who had treated Israel arrogantly.” 
Moses’ account was confirmation to Jethro that the LORD of Abraham was greater than all the other “gods” which had filtered into the practice of the Midianites in the five hundred years since Abraham.
Exodus 18:12 Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, brought a burnt offering and other sacrifices to God, and Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with Moses’ father-in-law in the presence of God. 
Jethro signified his worship of the LORD as truly “the only God” with a burnt offering.
Exodus 18:13 The next day Moses took his seat to serve as judge for the people, and they stood around him from morning till evening. 
Now that they were no longer strung out for miles in caravan, and were back in one camp, the Israelites had an opportunity to bring their many complaints and questions to Moses. With at least two million people to complain or question, there was doubtlessly a seemingly endless line.
Exodus 18:14 When his father-in-law saw all that Moses was doing for the people, he said, “What is this you are doing for the people? Why do you alone sit as judge, while all these people stand around you from morning till evening?” 
As the leader and judge of a clan of Midian, Jethro had experience with the need to organize justice and delegate judicial authority. He could quickly see that although Moses had been an effective leader of the march of the Hebrews out of the land, he was not being effective here. For the march, he had to make only a few decisions a day which could be passed down through his lieutenants for execution. As the one judge, Moses would have to make hundreds, if not thousands, of judgments every day to settle the disputes of the millions of people.
Exodus 18:15-16 Moses answered him, “Because the people come to me to seek God’s will. Whenever they have a dispute, it is brought to me, and I decide between the parties and inform them of God’s decrees and laws.”
Somehow, Moses had not come to understand that his system could not work in spite of his good intentions.
Exodus 18:17-18 Moses’ father-in-law replied, “What you are doing is not good. You and these people who come to you will only wear yourselves out. The work is too heavy for you; you cannot handle it alone. 
Jethro understood the situation immediately. What Moses was doing was too hard on both himself and those seeking judgments.
Exodus 18:19 Listen now to me and I will give you some advice, and may God be with you. You must be the people’s representative before God and bring their disputes to him. 
He understood that Moses’ indispensable role was to be the intermediary of the people before the LORD. 
Exodus 18:20 Teach them the decrees and laws, and show them the way to live and the duties they are to perform. 
After receiving the Word of the LORD from Him, Moses’ responsibility was to transmit the Word and Law of the LORD to the people.
Exodus 18:21 But select capable men from all the people--men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain--and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. 
The Word and Law was then to be transmitted all the way down to the leaders of tens. This smallest division would have referred to the leaders of the individual households (the fathers).
Exodus 18:22-23 Have them serve as judges for the people at all times, but have them bring every difficult case to you; the simple cases they can decide themselves. That will make your load lighter, because they will share it with you. If you do this and God so commands, you will be able to stand the strain, and all these people will go home satisfied.”
Only the difficult cases were to be brought to Moses. In effect, Moses would be sharing the load with one tenth of the five hundred thousand men in the census. However, for this to work those 50,000 had to be taught the Word of the LORD.
Exodus 18:24-25 Moses listened to his father-in-law and did everything he said. He chose capable men from all Israel and made them leaders of the people, officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. 
Moses immediately realized the truth of what Jethro was saying and began implementing the policy. He would have started with the leaders of thousands.
Exodus 18:26 They served as judges for the people at all times. The difficult cases they brought to Moses, but the simple ones they decided themselves. 
This was the system that Moses adopted and used for the next forty years. As he was given the judgments of the LORD, he passed them on down.
Exodus 18:27 Then Moses sent his father-in-law on his way, and Jethro returned to his own country. 
We aren’t told if Zipporah went back to Midian with Jethro or not. We aren’t told if Gershon and Eliezer stayed with her at that time (they were still children). We do know she never reconciled with Moses. We do know that by the time the Israelites went into the land forty years later, the two sons and their families had become part of the people of Israel.
Exodus 19:1 In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt--on the very day--they came to the Desert of Sinai. 
The RSV has it “on the third New Moon after the Israelites had gone out.” This would clearly mean that Israel had been traveling 75 days, since they had left fifteen days before the first New Moon. The second New Moon would have been at 45 days, and the third New Moon would have been at 75 days. Other translations (ASV, KJV, NIV) have it “In the third month after the sons of Israel had gone out.” This could be interpreted to mean it was the third month of the year, thus the same day of the third month of the year was 60 days after the 15th of the first month of the year when they had gone out. However, the same translation could be interpreted as 90 days as being after 3 full months after they had gone out. I believe the 90 days is the correct understanding. Even if they had only traveled five miles a day that would have carried them 450 miles. The precise location of the “desert of Sinai” is the subject of some controversy. The traditional location is only 190 miles from where they were supposed to have started. Four hundred fifty miles would have carried them well into the empty part of the Arabian Peninsula, which is where I believe the real Mount Sinai lies (about 700 miles away). It should also be noted that when it says, “they came to the desert of Sinai,” that would only mean that the head of the long column that stretched out across the desert behind them arrived there. It may have taken ten days for all the stragglers to finally arrive. The empty northern part of the Arabian Peninsula is where I think Israel wandered for forty years. There they would be isolated from the political and military currents of the Fertile Crescent.
Exodus 19:2 After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain.

After the Israelites left Rephidim, until they reached Mount Sinai, the Israelites never pitched another camp. This also agrees with Moses’ account in Numbers:

Numbers 33:15 “They left Rephidim and camped in the Desert of Sinai.”

The reason they didn’t have any other camps was simple. They didn’t need another camp because the camps had two main purposes.
The first was defensive. The camps concentrated the people within a defensible perimeter which probably was enclosed with small moats in front of low earthen walls.
 When the Israelites marched into that desert there was no longer any need for defensive encampments as the only threat, the Amalekites had been defeated. Also, no credible enemy would dare venture into that wasteland. Without the miraculous provision that the LORD provided Israel, they would have perished of thirst. Furthermore, in that open country they would be seen coming from miles away, so ambushes were impossible.
The second purpose of the camps was to provide resupply points. This was no longer necessary. After the Desert of Sin the Lord had started providing manna every morning outside every tent.

Finally, thirty days after they had reached the Desert of Sin (pronounce like “seen), the vanguard reached Mount Sinai. Depending on how long they lingered at the desert of Sin and the camps at Dophkah, Alush, and Rephidim, they could have spent anywhere from 8 days to 15 days on the march from Rephidim to Sinai. There were a number of events that happened at the Desert of Sin and Rephidim that may indicate a prolonged stay at those camps. The distance from the Desert of Sin to Mt. Sinai was about 300 miles, which could have been covered in 8 days or less by a forced march by a small force.
 

I have attached three photos of the territory the Hebrews would have passed through the rest of the way. They are presented in order as the Hebrews would have passed through them travelling from West to East.
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First Stage along the Way from Rephedim to Sinai
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Second Stage along the Way from Rephedim to Sinai
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Third Stage along the Way from Rephedim to Sinai
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� Rephidim means “refreshments” or “supports.”


� It is interesting to note that at this time, before the Mosaic Law which called for it, capital punishment by stoning already seemed to be the norm.


� Horeb means “dry place.” This was almost certainly located at the entrance to the “great desert.”


� This plural “rocks” refers to the two rocks, here and in Numbers 20:13) that were split. 


� The Negev is the desert south of the Promised Land and north of the mountains of the Peninsula. It was where most of the Amalekites lived: Numbers 13:29 “The Amalekites live in the Negev.”


� Hormah means “devoted.” The place name came from the incidents of Numbers 21:3 some 38 years later.


� The Hebrew word here is גִּבְעָה {ghiv·ä'} which just means “hill.” Sometimes the translators translate the Hebrew word for “mountain” (הַר {har}) as “hill.”


� Psalms 118:22


� Daniel 2:31-45


� These words described Jesus in Revelation 3:14b “These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness.


� Mark 14:35-36 “Going a little farther, he (Jesus) fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. ‘Abba, Father,’ he said, ‘everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.’”


� 1 Corinthians 15:45 “So it is written: ‘The first man Adam became a living being’; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.”


� Quoted in Romans 15:12.


� “Generation to generation” means forever or from the first generation of mankind to the last (Psalms 79:13, Isaiah 34:17, Jeremiah 50:39, Lamentations 5:19, Daniel 4:3 )


� Jethro means “abundance” or “excellence.”


� Zipporah (צִפֹּרָה {tsip·pō·rä'}) seems to be related to the Hebrew word צִפּוֹר {tsip·pōre'} which means “bird.” It was probably a Midianite name, but we should remember that the Midianites had originally spoken the language of Abraham, so the languages were related.


� He had evidently left them on the southern borders of Midian before returning to Mt. Sinai to meet his brother Aaron (Exodus 4:27).


� Eliezer was obviously born before Moses returned to Egypt although he was not named in the earlier account. “Sons” (plural) were mentioned as accompanying Zipporah in Exodus 4:20. 


� 1 Chronicles 23:14-18 “The sons of Moses the man of God were counted as part of the tribe of Levi. The sons of Moses: Gershom and Eliezer. The descendants of Gershom: Shubael was the first. The descendants of Eliezer: Rehabiah was the first. Eliezer had no other sons, but the sons of Rehabiah were very numerous.” See also Judges 18:30, 1 Chronicles 26:24, 


� Genesis 25:1-4.


� Numbers 25:16-18


� Genesis 15:6-7 “Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. He also said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it.”


This is also demonstrated by many other passages in Genesis.


� This was what ancient armies on the march had learned to do.


� In fact, Deuteronomy said it was normally 11 days from Horeb to Kadesh Barnea. That agrees with being able to cover the distance in 8 days: Deuteronomy 1:2 “It takes eleven days to go from Horeb to Kadesh Barnea by the Mount Seir road.”
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