Exodus – Lesson 10
Exodus 13:1- 14:31 

In the last lesson we studied the final plague the LORD sent on Egypt which was the death of the first-born sons. This resulted in the Pharaoh finally allowing the Hebrews to leave with their families, flocks, and herds. This also included the earliest instructions for the observation of the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

Exodus 13:1-2 The LORD said to Moses, “Consecrate to me every firstborn male. The first offspring of every womb among the Israelites belongs to me, whether man or animal.”
 
The Passover Lamb that had been slain to provide the protective blood for the Israelites looked forward to Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. In the same way the consecration of the firstborn males looked forward to God’s firstborn, Jesus Christ. He would be dedicated as the First-Born Son when Joseph and Mary took Him to the Temple in Jerusalem:

Luke 2:22-23 “When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses 
 had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord.’”

According to my Chronology of the Life of Christ, this occurred at the Fast of Esther (the Fast of the Star)
 in 4 B.C. You will note from this verse in Exodus that it was the firstborn from every “womb” not from every man. In other words it was not the firstborn son of each male, but the firstborn son of each woman. This in itself points to the importance of the woman in the Virgin Birth of Christ.
Exodus 13:3 Then Moses said to the people, “Commemorate this day, the day you came out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery, because the LORD brought you out of it with a mighty hand. Eat nothing containing yeast. 
The day following the sacrifice of the lambs at twilight was to be the Feast of Unleavened Bread. It was during the daylight hours following that evening meal, that the Hebrews departed Egypt.
Exodus 13:4 Today, in the month of Abib, you are leaving.
“Abib” was the first month of the Hebrew year. It was later called Nisan. It was comparable to about mid-March to mid-April of our calendar. I have added a table of the Hebrew calendar months for your benefit.

	Order
	Hebrew Calendar
	Roman Calendar

	1
	Nisan (called Abib –“sprouting” before the captivity)
	March-April

	2
	Jyar, Iyar (called Ziv - “flowering” before the captivity)
	April-May

	3
	Sivan
	May-June

	4
	Tammuz, Tamus
	June-July

	5
	Av (also Abh, or Ab)
	July-August

	6
	Elul
	August-September

	7
	Tishri, Tisri (called Ethanim – “flowing rivers” before the captivity)
	September-October

	8
	Cheshvan (also Marcheshvan) (called Bul – “rain” before the captivity)
	October- November

	9
	Kislev
	November-December

	10
	Tebet (also Tebeth)
	December-January

	11
	Shebat (also Shebhat)
	January-February

	12
	Adar
	February-March

	13
	Adar Sheni (Adar 2), this was added in leap years as an extra month to bring the calendar in phase with the Solar Year.
	February-March


Exodus 13:5-6 When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Hivites and Jebusites--the land he swore to your forefathers to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey--you are to observe this ceremony in this month: For seven days eat bread made without yeast and on the seventh day hold a festival to the LORD.
 

These were instructions to celebrate the Passover when they got to the Promised Land. Although the wording here could be interpreted to say that it was not to be celebrated again until then, the other passages in the Pentateuch about the Passover do not make that indication (Exodus 13:10, Numbers 28:16-17).
Exodus 13:7 Eat unleavened bread during those seven days; nothing with yeast in it is to be seen among you, nor shall any yeast be seen anywhere within your borders. 
As previously stated, the day in which all yeast was swept out of the homes and buildings was later called “the day of preparation.” It was the fourteenth day of Abib (Nisan).
Exodus 13:8 On that day tell your son, ‘I do this because of what the LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt.’ 
The Hebrew word for “son” here is in the singular. It isn’t “sons.” That means it is talking about the one “first-born” son. The significance of telling it to that son seems to be related to the fact that it was the firstborn son that was saved from death.
Exodus 13:9a This observance will be for you like a sign on your hand and a reminder on your forehead between your eyes 
 that the law (instruction)
 of the LORD is to be on your lips. 
You should note that the first law of the LORD given to the nation Israel was the law of Passover observance. The message it carried was that the work of their hands and the way they saw things and the message of their lips should always reflect the lessons of God’s revelation.
Exodus 13:9b For the LORD brought you out of Egypt with his mighty hand. 
The lessons of God’s revelation were confirmed by His fulfillment of prophecy, and His mighty power.

Exodus 13:10 You must keep this ordinance at the appointed time year after year. 
This was an ordinance that was to be observed every year. By the time of the next Passover, they would have the Tabernacle built according to the LORD’s instructions, and would have many of the Laws He gave them for their personal, civil, and religious conduct.
Exodus 13:11-12b “After the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites and gives it to you, as he promised on oath to you and your forefathers, you are to give over to the LORD the first offspring of every womb. All the firstborn males of your livestock belong to the LORD. 

When they arrived in the Promised Land they would also be obliged to redeem the firstborn of every animal.
Exodus 13:13 Redeem with a lamb every firstborn donkey, but if you do not redeem it, break its neck. Redeem every firstborn among your sons. 
Among the livestock common to Israel, the donkey was an unclean animal. The firstborn of donkeys had to be redeemed by the offering of a lamb. Later an offering of silver was allowed. The other livestock common to Israel were not to be redeemed but were offered as sacrifices:
Numbers 18:15b-17 “But you must redeem every firstborn son and every firstborn male of unclean animals. When they are a month old, you must redeem them at the redemption price set at five shekels of silver, according to the sanctuary shekel, which weighs twenty gerahs. But you must not redeem the firstborn of an ox, a sheep or a goat; they are holy.”
Exodus 13:14-15 “In days to come, when your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ say to him, ‘With a mighty hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed every firstborn in Egypt, both man and animal. This is why I sacrifice to the LORD the first male offspring of every womb and redeem each of my firstborn sons.’ 

This ceremony was to keep alive for succeeding generations the story of the First Passover.
Exodus 13:16 And it will be like a sign on your hand and a symbol on your forehead between your eyes that the LORD brought us out of Egypt with his mighty hand.” 
Again the ceremony was to remind them that the work of their hands and the way they saw things should reflect the lessons of God’s history with them.
At this point, the story in Exodus switches to the trip of the Israelites to the edge of the Red Sea. There are also other passages in Numbers that help make the story clear.

The morning after the Passover the Israelites left from Pharaoh’s treasure city, Ramses which was the southernmost of the fortress cities built by the Hebrews on the borders of Goshen:
Numbers 33:3-5 “The Israelites set out from Rameses on the fifteenth day of the first month, the day after the Passover. They marched out boldly in full view of all the Egyptians, who were burying all their firstborn, whom the LORD had struck down among them; for the LORD had brought judgment on their gods. The Israelites left Rameses and camped at Succoth.”

Exodus 12:37-38 “The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Succoth. There were about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and children. Many other people went up with them, as well as large droves of livestock, both flocks and herds.”

In understanding the Exodus, one of key things to remember is the logistics of moving almost 3 million people and their herds. When they moved, they moved as a column. When they set out on that first morning they could not all have started down the road at the same time. That would have created a bottleneck of spectacular proportions. In fact they probably could not have all gathered there in a body at Ramses from all over Goshen by that first day. They would have had to start a few thousands at a time as they arrived in Ramses. During the whole of their trip, depending on how broad the plain, road, or valley on which they were moving, the people would have been stretched out along their route from ten miles to over a hundred miles. Their camps were seldom places where all the Israelites were encamped at once. Their major camps served the same purpose as military camps of ancient armies. They were marshalling and supply points. They were places to which they could fall back in case of attack. There, they would have set up defensive fortifications and supply depots. More than likely as they moved from camp to camp in the broad deserts, their vanguard was setting up the new camp about fifty or more miles away before the rear guard had left the old camp. When they had to wend their way through the narrow passes of what is now called the Sinai Peninsula they would have been stretched out across almost the entire peninsula. However, on this first stage, the Lord led them across the desert road to the south. The land was flat and the way was probably fairly broad.

Exodus 13:17-18 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the Philistine country, though that was shorter. For God said, “If they face war, they might change their minds and return to Egypt.” So God led the people around by the desert road toward the Red Sea. 

The Lord clearly led them away from the Mediterranean coast road and the Philistines. Instead He led them toward the south and the Red Sea. He led them in the southwesterly direction I have indicated for the first march on the attached map. I do not know precisely how long most of the marches lasted, or how long they stayed in each camp, but based on the distance they traveled in the first thirty days and the number of stages, I would guess about three days was what it took for most people to cover most of the stages. We know the march to Marah (covered in Exodus 15) took three days, but for most of the marches, the length of time is not spelled out. The Bible does indicate that some of the marches must have only been completed after nightfall, by the light of the Pillar of Fire, as was the second march.

Exodus 13:20 After leaving Succoth 
 they camped at Etham 
 on the edge of the desert. 
The march of the second stage obviously led them to the edge of the desert. One march later, when the people crossed the Red Sea, the Bible says they were in the Desert of Shur, and when they marched south, they entered the Desert of Etham. Because of this I have located Etham just north of where they came out of the Red Sea. I believe that the Desert of Shur stretched down to just below the Red Sea, then, where the lowlands are hemmed in by the mountains of Sinai, the name was changed to the Desert of Etham. Shur means “wall” and it seems to have referred to its function as the eastern wall of the Egyptian empire. I will establish this more completely later in this section. The second camp, Etham, either took its name from the desert or vice versa. The first two camps are about fifty miles apart, and I have located most of the camps on the journey about that far apart. I also took into account where the terrain would have accommodated a camp large enough for the number of people involved.
Exodus 13:21-22 By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud 
 to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people. 
According to Psalms this pillar of cloud supported a cloud covering that would have protected them from the brutal heat of the desert:

Psalms 105:39 “He spread out a cloud as a covering.”

Occasionally the LORD also seems to have provided pouring rain out of these clouds in the desert:

Psalms 68:7-9 “When you went out before your people, O God, when you marched through the wasteland, Selah the earth shook, the heavens poured down rain, before God, the One of Sinai, before God, the God of Israel. You gave abundant showers, O God; you refreshed your weary inheritance.”
Exodus 14:1-2 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp near Pi Hahiroth,
 between Migdol 
 and the sea. They are to encamp by the sea, directly opposite Baal Zephon. 
As you will have noticed, the third march called for them to “turn back” both north and west toward Egypt. They would thus become hemmed in by the mountains on one side and the Red Sea on the other.
Exodus 14:3 ‘And Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They are entangled in the land, the wilderness has shut them in.’ ASV

The LORD foretold that they would look confused to Pharaoh. He would have thought that they should have been headed toward the east, away from Egypt.
Exodus 14:3And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them. But I will gain glory for myself through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD.” So the Israelites did this. 
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Showing where the Israelites were Trapped

Map - to the Red Sea and Across
You can see by the attached satellite photograph that there is a perfect cul-de-sac on the west side of the Red Sea, which is surrounded by the mountains and the sea. There is only a narrow entrance from the north which is illustrated in the photo below. That must have been where the pillar of fire of the Lord later formed a barrier to the Egyptians. There was only a narrow entrance from the north, but there was also a narrow pass in the south leading back toward the Nile which must have concerned Pharaoh. It might have suggested to him that the Israelites were planning to rendezvous with their enemies, the Cushites, for an attack on the Upper Nile.
Exodus 14:5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials changed their minds about them and said, “What have we done? We have let the Israelites go and have lost their services!” 

Sometime after the last of the Israelites had filed through Ramses, leaving Goshen bereft of all people and herds, it dawned on Pharaoh just how much wealth that Egypt had lost. He then changed his mind and forgot all the calamities that had befallen him at the hands of Israel’s LORD. Of course a great deal of the reason that he made this irrational judgment was that the LORD had hardened Pharaoh’s heart so that He could inscribe a great lesson on history.
Exodus 14:6-7 So he had his chariot made ready and took his army with him. He took six hundred of the best chariots, along with all the other chariots of Egypt, with officers over all of them. 

What does this mean? Why doesn’t the Bible just say Pharaoh took all the chariots? The Egyptians took the 600 best chariots (the equipages) with the most awesome armor and weaponry. They also took all the rest of the chariots. They must have figured that they needed to be a fast moving chariot army to catch up with the Israelites before they reached the mountains of the Sinai Peninsula where the Israelites would be more difficult to fight. Pharaoh decided he need his best soldiers he manned each chariot with one officer per chariot (i.e. all the best officers of the Egyptian army – Exodus 15:4). Because the charioteers were always the elite of the Egyptian soldiers, it meant that the Egyptian disaster at the Red Sea wiped out not only most of the officers, but the best soldiers in the Egyptian army as well. Each chariot usually fought with a driver and at least two soldiers armed with both arrows and javelins.
Exodus 14:8-9 The LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, so that he pursued the Israelites, who were marching out boldly. The Egyptians--all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots, horsemen and troops army 
 -- pursued the Israelites and overtook them as they camped by the sea near Pi Hahiroth, opposite Baal Zephon. 
Besides the chariots, Pharaoh also brought all the rest of his cavalry that were available. We don’t know where the Egyptians left from, but we know where they caught up to them. They caught up with them near the mountains of Baal Zephon. The location was opposite Baal Zephon, which means Baal of the North. That gives us another affirmation as to the accuracy of the location I have chosen. Temples to Baal were typically on mountain tops. Mountains surround this location. There are no mountains in Egypt north of this location by the Red Sea suitable for a Baal temple. The location was also between Migdol and the sea. Migdol means “watchtower.” I can think of no better place for a watchtower than a hill or mountain looking south to the sea approaches to Egypt. It is in the valley in between that I put the Israelites third camp. This is where Moses led them into and through the Red Sea.
Exodus 14:10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the LORD. 
At that time the Israelites had probably forgotten about the Egyptians. At that time, the LORD and His pillar of cloud was before them. However, suddenly they spied the dust of the chariots and the army following them, probably by forced march. The LORD intended that they should see it.

Exodus 14:11-12 They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!” 
Immediately, many of the Hebrews showed the colors that they would fly at every trial they would face for the next forty years. I have to wonder at what the other people who had chosen to go out of Egypt with them thought of their lack of faith.
Exodus 14:13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 
Then the LORD gave them a promise which holds good for every believer since, even though it might not involve the parting of the Red Sea: “Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD!”
Exodus 14:14 The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still.”
We are most effective when we depend on the LORD’s strength instead of our own.

Exodus 14:15-16 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground. 
Remember, the whole of the narrative of Israel’s exodus to the Promised Land is replete with foreshadows of Christ. In the Matthew account of Jesus fleeing to Egypt and then coming back we are told that Israel was a figure of Christ:

Matthew 2:15b “And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘Out of Egypt I called my son.’” 

Here, at the Red Sea, Moses’ staff (which was a figure of the cross of Christ) was stretched out against the waters of the sea (the waters of the sea are a figure of judgment for sin), and a passage was provided through that judgment for all who walked under the power of that staff (the Cross). 
Exodus 14:17-18 I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen. The Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen.” 

The LORD would intervene in the hearts of the Egyptians so that they would do the incredibly stupid thing of defying the LORD in spite of His power which was displayed before them with the divided seas.
Exodus 14:19-20 ASV The angel of God, who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them. So it came between the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel; and there was the cloud along with the darkness, yet it gave light at night. Thus the one did not come near the other all night.
This is a potent figure of the effect of God’s revelation on mankind. To those who believe, it is light, to those who do not, it is deep darkness (Matthew 6:22-23). Evidently, when the Israelites were trapped between the mountains and the Red Sea, the pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire stopped up the passage north of the Israelites between the mountains and the sea.
Exodus 14:21-22 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 

The wind blew from the east which is the direction of the rising sun. The Holy Spirit is often called a “wind.” The future Tabernacle would always face toward the east.

The effect was not only to divide the sea, but to make the wet sandy bottom dry and firm. This is confirmed by Isaiah 63:13 “who (the LORD) led them through the depths (of the Red Sea)? Like a horse in open country, they did not stumble.”

Exodus 14:23-24 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea. During the last watch of the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. 
The LORD not only hardened the hearts of the Egyptian leaders to follow such an insane course, but He also seems to have sent confusion into the ranks so that they might not even have realized the peril they had plunged into.
Exodus 14:25a He made the wheels of their chariots come off so that they had difficulty driving. 
Evidently, after the last of the Hebrews had passed, the LORD made the bottom as wet loose sand again.

Exodus 14:25b-29 And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites! The LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.” Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.” Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept them into the sea. The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen--the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived. But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left.
 
This seems to indicate that the passage of the Hebrews across the Red Sea took one whole day and night. The maps of the current coastline suggests a crossing distance of from five to ten miles. Moses led them out of the Red Sea into the Desert of Shur, at a place which I believe was slightly north of Etham.

Exodus 15:22 “Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and they went into the Desert of Shur.” 

Where is the Desert of Shur? The following verses gives us some information on that score.

Genesis 20:1 “Now Abraham moved on from there into the region of the Negev and lived between Kadesh and Shur.”
Genesis 25:18 “His (Ishmael’s) descendants settled in the area from Havilah 
 to Shur, near the border of Egypt.”
1 Samuel 15:7 “Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way from Havilah 
 to Shur, to the east of Egypt.”
1 Samuel 27:8 “Now David and his men went up and raided the Geshurites, the Girzites and the Amalekites. (From ancient times these peoples had lived in the land extending to Shur and Egypt.)” 

We know that the Negev is the desert in the Sinai Peninsula south of Israel. If Abraham lived in the Negev, with Shur was on one side and Kedesh on the other, then clearly the Desert of Shur was on the eastern border of Egypt on the other (western) side of the Negev. It also places the Biblical definition of the border of Egypt at the line of the Gulf of Suez. Although Egypt may have claimed the Negev, it was clearly dominated by the nomadic raiding tribes like the Amalekites. 

One of the popular theories being put about by some evangelical writers, places the location of the crossing of the Red Sea at the Gulf of Aqaba. This theory would thus put the Desert of Shur on the eastern coast of the Gulf of Aqaba rather than the eastern coast of the Gulf of Suez where the passages above indicate it should be.

I will list  justsome of my other objections to that theory.
The first objection is that it suggests a pursuit by all the chariots of Egypt across the entire Sinai Peninsula. This means a pursuit of chariots across the rugged terrain of the Sinai Peninsula. A study of ancient military history would suggest chariots are not suited for anything but flat ground. Such a chariot pursuit would also mean a breakneck journey of several hundred miles and at least five or six days, on the spur of the moment. In the best of circumstance it was a military maneuver that would take weeks of planning and complicated logistics to keep the horses watered and fed. 
Next, that route and the author’s proposed Mt. Sinai in the Arabian Peninsula 
 left the Jews about 20 miles to cover from the Red Sea to the mountain in their last 50 days. On the other hand, my suggested route makes the chariot pursuit a one or two-day affair, and places the Desert of Shur in the right location.

One of the most maddening concepts that I have seen is seemingly accepted by some evangelicals. It is that when the Israelites crossed “the Red Sea,” they were actually crossing one of the shallow lakes along what is now the route of the Suez Canal. There is no excuse for saying that the Israelites didn’t cross the Red Sea as we know it, unless you just don’t believe in the account of the eyewitnesses or the authority of scripture. However, because the words translated the “Red Sea” is literally, in the original Hebrew, “Sea of Reeds,”
 they say it was not the Red Sea, but in fact a just a shallow lake. However, the same Hebrew words, “Sea of Reeds,” are used to describe where the locusts of God’s plague on Egypt were blown by a west wind across Egypt (Exodus 10:19). This does not comport with it being a small lake. It is also said in 1 Kings 9:26 that Solomon built trading vessels in “the Sea of Reeds” for trading with India (Ophir). It was definitely not a small desert lake that the Bible was talking about there either. Clearly, whether it was called the “Red Sea,” or the “Sea of Reeds,” it was the body of water between the Arabian Peninsula and Africa that was being designated. Why the ancient Israelites called the “Red Sea” the “Sea of Reeds” is lost in the mists of time. However geographic names aren’t always logical. The ocean Balboa called “Pacific” (peaceful) is the home to some of the worst storms in the world.

Isaiah also wrote that the Israelites went through “the depths”:

Isaiah 63:11b-13a “Where is he who set his Holy Spirit among them, who sent his glorious arm of power to be at Moses’ right hand, who divided the waters before them, to gain for himself everlasting renown, who led them through the depths?”
The Book of Exodus also makes it clear that the water stood like a wall on both sides:

Exodus 14:21-22, 29  “Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall 
 of water on their right and on their left.---- But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left.”
Exodus also said that the water was congealed in the heart of the deep:

Exodus 15:8 “By the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up. The surging waters stood firm like a wall; the deep waters congealed in the heart of the sea.”

This was no shallow lake-bed which could be dried out by the force of a strong wind, but clearly it was a deep body of water. The miracle here wasn’t one that can be explained away as the timely occurrence of natural forces. The Lord certainly is not averse to using those kinds of miracles, but here we have a miracle that is super-natural in the truest sense of the word.
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� Clearly, the firstborn were the ones who had been saved by the blood of the lambs smeared on the doorposts.


� Leviticus 12:1-4,6,8


� Exodus 13:1


� Esther is a Persian name which means “star.”


� Why seven days? Speculation: When Christ came in His 1st advent, He was in the Grave 3½ days before He was seen again. When He returns (on the Day of Atonement) it will be about 3½ days until the Feast of Tabernacles when everyone will gather in Jerusalem.


� This is the literal translation.


� The Hebrew word here translated “law” is תּוֹרָה {tō·rä'}. It means direction, instruction, or law. It is the name (Torah) applied to the first five books of the Bible, which includes prophecy, law, and history.


� For further details see my paper The Route of the Exodus, Richard South Thompson.


� “Succoth” is the Hebrew סֻכּוֹת {sük·kōhth'}. It means “booths.” Interestingly, that was also the name of the place in Canaan where Jacob and his family stayed before crossing the Jordan back to his father.


� “Etham” is the Hebrew word אֵתָם {ā·thäm'}. It means “fortress.”


� Also: Numbers 14:14b “--- your cloud stays over them, and that you go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.”


� “Pi-hahiroth” is the Hebrew הַחִרֹת פִּי {pē hah·khē·rōth'}. It means “place where the reeds grow.” LXX. and Coptic read “farmstead.”


� Migdol is the Hebrew מִגְדּוֹל {mig·dōle'}. It means “watchtower.” Perhaps it was an ancient watchtower guarding the approaches to Egypt from the northern end of the Red Sea.


� The correct translation is “army.” “Troops” implies foot soldiers. Exodus 14:23 makes it clear that the whole army was either in chariots or mounted on horseback.


� This statement totally destroys the contention of some that they crossed a shallow lake which had all the water temporarily blown to one end.


� Havilah means “the sand region.” Usually considered part of Arabia.


� Means “the sand region.” Usually considered part of Arabia.


� The true Mt. Sinai is located in the Arabian Peninsula, although nearly 400 miles further east.


� In fact the Hebrew word some translate as “reeds” others say also mean “seaweeds.” Furthermore, some have also suggested that since there are no vowels in Hebrew, Yam Suph should be rendered Yam Soph, or Sea of Land's End.


� Psalms 78:13
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